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Who Are Hawaii's Family
Caregivers?

¢ Gradual vs. Quick Roles

¢ 80% ofi care Is provided by unpaid family.
caregivers. In Hawail, approximately: 192,390
individuals previde unpaid assistance tor older
fRamily. members.

o A 1997 study estimated 114,872 family:
caregivers in Hawaii provided 106 million: Reuirs
Off care, Valued at $874.6rmillien per year:.

¢ Overall, persons in different demoegraphic groups
and wWithr diffferent SoCioeconNomIC ChakaCtERISEICS
exnibit a remarkablyssimilarlikeliileed el BEING
cCalFedIVeErs:



Why Has Public Support for Family
Caregivers Been Slow to Develop?

¢ Lawmakers and the public continue
to cling te traditionall assumptions
about ramily: care as a strictly: private
matter (Asian; culture).

o Family, caregIVers are ar politically,
mEkginalized grotipr and aVe ne
VOICE R the political  PreCESS.



Political Marginalization

¢ Caregivers are fully engaged with their
private responsibilities to provide care.

¢ Caregivers typically: have ne experience
withi the political process

¢ [Lawmakersi Wihor hiave advecated: fior
INCreased supports are typically: those
With pErsemnall EXPERIENECES N fiamily,
carediVings

9 Goal e shifit the leng-term: care
spotiight tor FAMILEY: CAREGIVERS.




Purpose of the Presentation

¢ Describe the Hawaii Caregiver
Coalition (HCC).

» Summarize the HCEC's activities and
accomplishments for the; fikst year:.

¢ [DEscrie what the HIEE st culirrently,
pPUFSUIRG or ther clrrent Legisiative
SESSIeN..



Mission Statement

“As caregiving touches everyone, the
mission of the Hawaii Caregiver
Coalition Is to iImprove the quality: of
life off thiese wWho give, and receive
calre by InCreasing commumity.
aWAFERNESS, Off CAEGIVENS ISSUES
CRretgh continting acdVecacy,
edlcation anar eutreachl



First Year Activities: Political Advocacy

Coalition members visited each legislator’s
office to deliver a letter introducing the
Coalition and encouraging dialogue
regarding proposals for fiamily: caregiver
SUPPOKLS.

Members recorded individual
communications With legisiators; onr al ferm
NI Order te create a record of such
CONEACES.

ihe HEE iacilitater regulary mfermed
MEMIDERS, bV Emailfeif EaCh StEP) Off PEREING
legisiationrandreow they collc proVice
testimony. IRl the legisiativer Process.



First Year Activities: Political Advocacy
(Continued)

4. Five groups of caregivers from caregiver
support groups went on “walk-throughs™
to meet with legislators and tell their
Stories.

5. A “Thank You™ reception was held the day:
afiter adjournment, Where individual
legiislatorsi Were recognizedr and 2
caregivers related thelr stories; anad the
chiallenges they iaCe: inerreception alse
Wash a positive secialrevent ior MEMIBERS! Off
EEalItion:



Accomplishments of the First Year

¢ Ihe Coalition broadened awareness and
support for caregiver issues in the
legislature by prowviding a “face” to the
[ssues and keeping the issues in the
spotiight.

o One bill' passed, granting rights to
grandparents raising children to access
needed healthr care; fior the chlldirens

¢ Majer propesalss take moker thamn Gne: Vean
Off aCVOCACY; SEVEral WEre Close to
PasSsade andaVve al poesitive ouUtiook o
e culFrfent Session.



Accomplishments of the First Year
(Continued)

¢ Resolutions were adopted establishing a
commitment by the State to support
family, caregivers and to direct the
Departments of Healthr and Human
SErVIces to develop methods off supporting
Family: caregivers.

9 Other meastires) passed stich as additional
UNEIRGEOR CRABKE SERVICES) anE SENION
CENters) anatinas tor prirstennoVative
l@easi ter enablenndividuals ter-ade: i
PlaCE IR thEe comimuURIty:



Second Year Activities:
Political Advocacy.

Developed a brochure about the
HCC.

Developed! al fact sheet, “Whoe Are
the Caregivers in Hawail. ™

. Developed an educational series,
“Public Poelicy: Principles; fior Change;
IS5 aleass: raining et Edtcation;
RESpIte SerVices; Finamncial
IRCERtIVEsBalanCling VoK 6t
(EaregiVing CooralinatearSERVICES &

Policies,

/.



Second Year Activities:
Political Advocacy (Continued)

4., Hosted “Holo Imua Kakou™ (Moving
Forward Toegether) reception at the Capitol
a day before the opening of the Legislature,
to showcase families who provide care to
their elderly relatives, loved! enes with
dementia, and gdirandparents raising
grandchildren:

5. Teaming withrthe Policy: Advisory: Board o)
Elder Afifairs (PABEA) tor visit [Legisiators.

65 Communicationtwithrther DeEpPartmMENT o)
HUMEREFSERVICES terenstie that iamilies
RECEIVENNToRMatIeN aboutinancl/2Edoption

assistance.



Accomplishments of the
Second Year

¢ 2005 Hawaii Silver Legislature.

o Family caregiving issue is a
legislative priority for PABEA, Hawalil
Alliance, for Retired Americans,
[Hawali: State; lleachers  Asseciation —
Retired, FaithrAction i Commumity,
Equity, the [EWU S and Kokua Ceuncilk

¥ Propesal for tralning &t edlication i
the Executive SupplementalrBudaget.



Thank you for the Opportunity to
Speak with you Today!
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Honelulw, Hawalir 96813

Phene: 808-586-73519
Faxs S06-586-018S
EmallFWesHUm@adennawalikegeV.



