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2009 SYMPOSIUM 
 

      Indigenous peoples maintain social, cultural economic, 
and political characteristics distinct from those of the 
dominant societies that they in.  While they are among the 
most resilient peoples in this world, systemic 
marginalization throughout history has arguably one of the 
poorest and most vulnerable groups of people today.  
Many are victims of racial discrimination, social exclusion, 
and rapid economic development.  They have been denied 
their land rights, and deprived of basic needs like education 
and healthcare.  
      When combined with other forms of discrimination like 
race or ethnicity, the effects of gender discrimination can 
multiply, which poses serious challenges to women’s 
enjoyment of their basic human rights.  In this way, 
indigenous women are targets of gender-specific and 
racially-motivated violence and discrimination. Indigenous 
women may face forced pregnancy, sexual assault, forced 
sterilization, domestic abuse, and denial of legal rights and 
protection.  Poverty, and limited access to economic 
resources, education and health services have further 
contributed to the erosion of their economic and social 
rights.  Further, patriarchal traditions and cultural mores 
have created obstacles to their participation in leadership 
roles and decision-making processes. 
      Taking the importance of the indigenous women’s 
movement into consideration, APLPJ selected this topic 
because it brings together two significant issues in the 
Pacific region: Indigenous rights and women’s rights.  The 
Pacific region has had a longstanding history of 
discrimination against indigenous persons and women 
influenced by cultural mores and colonization.  As we move 
into the future, rapid economic and political developments 
in the region has contributed to the continuation of unequal 
treatment of indigenous persons and women.  The topic of 
Indigenous Women’s Rights presents a current issue that 
needs to be addressed in order to ensure a future of 
equality in the Pacific. 
 
 

About APL&PJ 
 

The Asian-Pacific Law and Policy Journal (APL&PJ) is a 
web-based journal dedicated to issues facing Asia and the 
Pacific Rim.  Founded in 1999 by law students at the 
William S. Richardson School of Law, the Journal provides 
a worldwide forum for the presentation and discussion of 
legal, policy-based, and socio-economic issues in the 
region.  Every other Spring, APL&PJ hosts a symposium 
that addresses regional issues of current interest. 
 

 
   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Panel on Indigenous Women’s Rights 
 

Moderated by Professor D. Kapua’ala Sproat 
Assistant Professor Kapua‘ala Sproat, a graduate of 
the University of Hawai‘i William S. Richardson 
School of Law, joined the faculty of the law school in 
2007 as a professor with the Ka Huli Ao Center for 
Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law.  Her areas of 
teaching and interest include Native Hawaiian law, 
indigenous rights, and natural resource protection 
and management.  Professor Sproat previously 
worked  in  the  public  interest sphere at the Honolulu 

office of Earthjustice, where she focused on supporting and empowering 
Native Hawaiian people and culture.  Her many publications include 
current issues facing the Native Hawaiian community.  She will moderate 
the Panel on Indigenous Women’s Rights that concludes the symposium.  

 
Professor Kate Zhou 

Ethnic Minority Women in China 
Professor Kate Zhou is a Professor of Political 
Science at the University of Hawai‘i and an 
Affiliated Fellow at the East-West Center in 
Honolulu.  Dr. Zhou’s main research areas focus 
on political economy of East Asia, the dynamics of 
transition from central planning to markets, 
Chinese economic development, Chinese 
business, globalization in East Asia, comparative 
studies of businesses and Asian entrepreneurship. 

In 2000, she created a non-profit organization, US-Asian Entrepreneurs 
Association, to promote entrepreneur exchanges among small business 
people. She also maintains extensive relationships with government 
officials, entrepreneurs, and business people in China.  As a native of 
China, Professor Zhou has experienced the changes that have occurred 
in her place of birth and can comment on Chinese Women’s Rights and 
its future.  She will participate as a panelist in our panel discussion and 
share her expertise on female ethnic minorities (also known as indigenous 
peoples) in China. 
 

Professor Davianna McGregor 
Indigenous Women’s Rights in Hawai`i and the Pacific 

Professor Davianna Pomaika‘i McGregor is a 
Professor of Hawaiian and Pacific Studies at the 
University of Hawai`i at Mānoa and a founding 
member of the university’s Ethnic Studies Program.  
In 2005, Professor McGregor received the Hung Wo 
and Elizabeth Lau Ching Foundation Award for 
Faculty Service.  Professor McGregor’s research 
interests include documenting the persistence of 
traditional  Hawaiian  cultural   customs,   beliefs   and  

practices in rural Hawaiian communities, and her work is featured in her 
2007 book, Na Kua‘aina: Living Hawaiian Culture.  She is also a member 
of Project Kaho‘olawe ‘Ohana and helps to steward the lands of 
Kaho‘olawe.  Students in her classes also participate in stewardship-
related service learning projects on Kaho‘olawe.  Professor McGregor will 
participate in our panel and provide insight as to female ethnic minorities 
in Hawaiian and Pacific cultures.   
 

SYMPOSIUM SCHEDULE 
- Thursday, March 12, 2009 - 

 
Location: 

William S. Richardson School of Law, 
2515 Dole Street (Moot Court Room) 

 
11:00-11:15 a.m.  

Opening Remarks  
Refreshments 

 
11:15-12:35   

Keynote Speech: 
Professor Ani Mikaere 
Director, Maori Laws and Philosophy 
Te Wananga o Raukawa, New Zealand 

 
12:35-1:00 p.m.  

Light Lunch 
 

1:00-2:00 p.m.  
Professor Rebecca Tsosie 
Director, Indian Legal Program 
Arizona State University 

 
2:00-2:15 p.m.   

Refreshments 
 
2:15-3:15 p.m.   

Dr. Aileen Moreton-Robinson 
ARC Post-Doctorate Research Fellow 
Queensland University of Technology, Australia 

 
3:15-3:30 p.m.   

Refreshments 
 
3:30-4:30 p.m.   

Panel on Indigenous Women’s Rights 
Moderated by Professor D. Kapua`ala Sproat, 
University of Hawai`i William S. Richardson School of 
Law 

 
4:30-5:30 p.m. 

Closing Remarks  
Reception 
 
 

aplpj@hawaii.edu ● (808) 956-8895 ● 
http://www.hawaii.edu/aplpj 

Special Guest Speakers 
 

Keynote Speech: 
Professor Ani Mikaere 
Maori Women’s Rights 

Professor Ani Mikaere, a graduate of Victoria 
University of Wellington and the University of 
Waikato, is a barrister and solicitor licensed by the 
High Court of New Zealand.  Professor Mikaere has 
taught traditional Maori Law and Western Law at the 
University of Aukland and the University of Waikato 
and is the author of numerous publications on the 
status of Maori women and other indigenous women, 

biculturalism, and Maori cultural survival.  Currently, Professor Mikaere 
teaches at Te Wananga o Raukawa where she developed the Master’s 
program in Maori Law and Philosophy and is working on developing a 
Master’s program in Maori Political Thought. She will give a lecture on Maori 
Women’s Rights entitled, Conflicts and Challenges for Maori Women in 
Aotearoa Today, which will focus on the conflicts facing indigenous Maori 
women and misperceptions of women’s place in Maori jurisprudence.  
 

Professor Rebecca Tsosie 
Native American Women’s Rights 

Professor Rebecca Tsosie is a Professor of Law and 
Executive Director of the Indian Legal Program at the 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State 
University.  She has written widely on issues related to 
tribal sovereignty, environmental policy, and cultural 
rights. Her newest research deals with native rights to 
genetic resources.  Professor Tsosie, who  is  of  
Yaqui  descent,  has  also  worked extensively with 
tribal governments and organizations and serves as a 
Supreme Court Justice for the Fort McDowell Yavapai  

Nation.  Her presentation, Indigenous Women and International Human 
Rights Law: Challenges of Colonialism, Cultural Survival, and Self-
Determination, will focus on the potential conflicts between feminist norms 
within international human rights law and the norms applicable to indigenous 
peoples, which support their right to self-determination and cultural survival.  
 

Dr. Aileen Moreton-Robinson 
Indigenous Women’s Rights in Australia 

Dr. Aileen Moreton-Robinson is a Professor of 
Indigenous Studies at the Queensland University of 
Technology in Australia and the founding President 
of the Australian Critical Race and Whiteness 
Studies Association.  She is a Geonpul woman 
from Quandamooka (Moreton Bay) and has unique 
insight   into   Australia’s  indigenous  cultures.   Dr.  

Moreton-Robinson was an Australian Research Council Post-Doctoral  
Fellow of the Australian Studies Centre and has published Talkin’ Up to the 
White Woman: Indigenous Women and Feminism, among many other books 
and articles. She has taught Indigenous Studies at Griffith University in 
Brisbane and Women’s Studies at Flinders University in Adelaide and has 
advocated for indigenous rights at local, national, and international levels.  
Dr. Moreton-Robinson will speak on the challenges and changes facing 
Australian indigenous women, as well as indigenous cultures in general.  
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