
 

 

DATE: August 20, 2013  
   
FROM: Teresa Bill, UH Systemwide Coordinator 

Bridge to Hope  956-9313   bth@hawaii.edu 
 
RE:  Counting Online Course Contact Hours for VET & JST Education Options  
   
With increasing numbers of online courses offered at all University of Hawaiʻi 
campuses, it is increasingly common for First-to-Work and Bridge to Hope participants 
to be enrolled in online courses.  This memo will facilitate a consistent means for 
counting online courses toward VET and JST classroom contact hours.  
 
The University of Hawaii follows a standard calculation by the Accrediting 
Commission for Senior Colleges & Universities, Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges, that each unit of credit represents the equivalent of 50-60 min (1 hour) of class 
contact.  This standard is consistently applied to all course formats, including online, in-
person, interactive cable, or any combination of “distance learning.”   
 
Both the University of Hawaiʻi and the First-to-Work Education Policy specifically 
include distance learning activities under the VET (Vocational Education Training) 
option.   
 
The First-to-Work Education components state: “Participants involved in distance 
learning VET shall submit verification of attendance in the form of documentation 
issued by the distance learning institution or an electronic log-in and out record.”   
 
I have verified with our UH IT / Online learning staff specifically regarding verification 
of the student accessing online course materials.  They report, “there is no tool that 
readily tracks [student “log in / log-out”] nor makes this information readily available 
to students.”   
 
Therefore, designated Bridge to Hope campus contacts or other authorized individuals 
(e.g. academic advisors) can engage with students and verify their online or distance 
learning class attendance as they do for other “on-campus” classes.   It is expected that 
each “class credit” hour is equivalent to 1 hour of classroom contact.   
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call me  at 956-9313.   

 
Teresa Bill 
Bridge to Hope, UH System-wide Coordinator 
 


