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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

Enroliment has been in decline for more than four years at UH Manoa. The decline has not
been concentrated in any one area, but has affected all classes of enrollment. Some
recent increase in the first-time freshmen population may be cause for optimism. However,
steep decline in classified undergraduate transfer enrollment should be of concern, as
should the declines in master's and research doctorate degree programs. Whether or not
the decline in classified graduates is structural, or merely tied to the economy, is a question
that should be examined. Some decline in continuing students could be tied to recent
initiatives to increase student credit hour load. However, after increasing for four years, the
percentage of students enrolled full-time leveled off in fall 2016 at 75% (Figure 12). Despite
these trends, total enrollment in fall 2016 still exceeded the most recent low point of 17,013,
set in fall 1998.

Historically, headcount enroliment at UH Manoa reached its zenith in fall 1972, at 22,371
(Figure 3). Since that time there has been an overall long-term slow decline. Enrollment
grew in the early 2000s to reach 20,549 in fall 2004. Interestingly, enrollment exceeded
20,000 for the next eight years before beginning the most recent period of decline. Again,
whether these trends are tied to the economy, or represent more structural dynamics in
terms of demographics, competition or other factors, is an area worth exploring. The
current enrollment environment presents both challenges and opportunities.
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