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In the aftermath of 9/11 there is a tendency to regard 

‘holy war’ as a unique expression of Islamic fundamen-

talism. The reality, however, is that religion-endorsed 

violence has existed, at one time or another, in all of the 

world's major faiths. One relatively unknown example of 

this phenomenon is the fervent, if not fanatical, support 

leaders of the Zen school offered Japanese militarism 

during World War II. Examining this support will con-

tribute to a better understanding of the universal mecha-

nisms making ‘holy war’ an enduring feature of contem-

porary religion and society.  


