Questions and Answers for Student Teachers

Establishing and maintaining good communication with mentor teachers, university supervisors, and cohort coordinators can resolve most student teaching questions and issues.
1. What are my student teaching hours?

Student teaching hours are, at the minimum, 7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. Student teachers should plan to stay after school for faculty meetings and planning with their mentor teachers. Student teachers should not schedule personal business, medical or dental appointments, airport pickups, trips, or other meetings during student teaching hours.

2. How long should I plan to stay after school?

Teachers often do individual and team planning in the afternoons after school. Student teachers should plan to be part of this, and times may vary from day to day. Student teachers should be available after school to work with their mentor teachers and the faculty. It’s reasonable to expect to stay on some days until 4:00 or 4:30.

3. How long is my solo teaching?

Solo teaching is scheduled for three weeks. The solo weeks do not necessarily have to be taught consecutively. Student teachers and mentor teachers should make a semester plan during which student teachers gradually assume responsibility for the classroom, leading up to the solo period. This lead-up time is a great opportunity for team-teaching between student teachers and mentor teachers. An example plan is included here. Mentors and student teacher will make the best plan for their classroom. Student teachers in the dual preparation program usually teach eight weeks in two different settings and condense their plans accordingly.

	Week
	Example plan for student teaching

	1
	Get to know mentor, students, and classroom and school routines. Begin to assume responsibility for morning business, transitions and duties (e.g., going to lunch, recess supervision).

	2
	Begin planning and teaching one lesson per day, as agreed with mentor. Team-teach with mentor teacher during this time.

	3
	Assume responsibility for a morning or afternoon block.

	4
	Assume responsibility for an additional teaching block.

	5
	Team-teach with mentor during some half-days.

	6
	Team-teach with mentor during some entire days.

	7
	Team-teach with mentor for a whole week.

	8
	Solo teach for one week.

	9
	Reflect on first solo; team-teach and teach solo lessons; plan for next solo.

	10
	“

	11
	Solo teach for whole week.

	12
	Solo teach for whole week.

	13
	Transition parts of class back to mentor teacher. Reflect on solo period.

	14
	“

	15
	“

	16
	Plan goodbye celebration with students.


4. Can my mentor teacher be in the classroom during my solo teaching?

Mentor teachers must be in the classroom during parts of the solo in order to assess student teachers’ progress. However, mentor teachers also should be out of the classroom for long periods of time to allow student teachers to be truly in charge of the class. In the beginning, mentor teachers usually come and go frequently. As student teachers gain more confidence, mentors will be out of the room for longer periods of time, including entire days. Important: Student teachers should know where their mentor teachers are at all times and how to notify them if they need help. If mentor teachers are absent or leave campus, they must have a substitute teacher with the student teacher.

5. Do student teachers have legal status in the classroom?

Yes. More information about the legal status of student teachers is provided on page 31 of the new EECE Handbook. Student teachers may “teach, participate, and observe in the public schools of Hawaii, upon verification by the institutions of the ability to function effectively in Department classrooms.” In addition, all student teachers must be covered by CESA liability insurance.

6. How do I show my planning?

Thoughtful and thorough planning is essential for all teachers. Some educators call this “being planful.” Student teachers should document their planning in a teacher’s plan book or other notebook. Student teachers should keep a binder of their overall plans and lesson plans in the classroom at all times for mentor teachers and UHM supervisors to use when they are observing. Student teachers must get mentor teachers’ advance approval for all teaching.

7. What kind of lesson plans do I write during student teaching?

Student teachers should write formal lessons plans for scheduled observations by their mentor teachers and UHM supervisors. Otherwise, student teachers describe their daily schedule and activities in their plan books. For formal lesson plans, student teachers should use the backward design lesson plan format (page 48, Appendix B) found in the EECE Handbook as a basis for lesson plan writing. Formal lesson plans require advance approval from mentor teachers before teaching. If student teachers are following scripted lessons required by their school or if they are teaching a lesson planned by their mentor teacher, they should note this in their plan book. Lesson plans and plan books must be available for mentors and supervisors to review at all times.

8. Am I responsible for assessment and assigning K-6 students’ grades?

Student teachers can increase their understanding of grading and assessment through discussions and team teaching with their mentor teachers. During the times that they are teaching, student teachers should take responsibility for assessing student work and incorporating that assessment into students’ grades, with the oversight of their mentor teachers.

9. What meetings should I attend?

Student teachers should attend all faculty meetings, teacher workdays, and other professional meetings that their mentor teachers attend. Student teachers also must attend the required student teaching seminar meetings with their cohort and cohort coordinator.

10. Am I allowed to attend IEP meetings?

Student teachers should attend IEP meetings. Students’ parent/caretaker permission is required before the meeting.

11. What should I do if I’m sick or have an emergency that keeps me from getting to school?

By contract, classroom teachers are required to have one set of emergency plans available at all times. Student teachers should create a set of emergency plans a substitute teacher could follow for a whole day in the event of an unforeseen absence during student teaching. Also, student teachers should set up a phone and email communication system with their mentor teachers and UHM supervisors. Mentor teachers and UHM supervisors must be notified in advance if student teachers will miss school. Student teachers should arrange make-up days during finals week.

12. Am I allowed to work (have a job outside of school) during student teaching?

The EECE program strongly encourages student teachers not to take jobs or other employment beyond student teaching, which is a full-time job in itself. However, student teachers must make their own decisions about work. Student teachers’ jobs should not interfere with their student teaching responsibilities and attendance in any way. The EECE program also recommends that students not take additional university courses during student teaching.

Establishing and maintaining good communication with mentor teachers, university supervisors, and cohort coordinators can resolve most student teaching questions and issues.
