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ABOUT THE LECTURE: 
 

 Since the time of Baguio’s founding, questions about the city’s future have loomed large. Initially viewed by 

many as an expensive utopian colonial project doomed to failure, the growth of Baguio has over time resulted in nostalgic 

calls for limiting growth. Despite two periods of near catastrophic destruction followed by pessimistic predictions about 

the future, the Cordillera’s premier center of agglomeration has today rebounded beyond all expectations. The 

presentation will examine the dynamics and structural features of Baguio’s century of growth in terms of its implications 

for the future of the southern Cordillera as a whole. Several policy proposals are suggested for meeting the challenges of 

expansion in the decades to come. 

 

ABOUT THE SPEAKER: 
 

               Gerard Finin is a senior fellow and codirector of the East-West Center's Pacific Islands Development Program 

(PIDP).  He has worked in the Asia Pacific region for over thirty years, with research interests in governance, nation 

building, globalization and the dynamics of social change in small island states. His publications include The Making of 

the Igorot: Ramut ti Panagkaykaysa dagiti taga Cordillera  (Ateneo Press, 2005) a Manila Critics Circle finalist for Best 

Book in the Social Sciences. He is coeditor of Pacific Islands Policy. In addition to his appointment at the East-West 

Center, Finin is an adjunct professor at the University of Hawaii and Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies. He holds a 

Ph.D. in urban and regional planning and Southeast Asian studies from Cornell University. 
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12:30-2:00 p.m. – Moore Hall 319 (Tokioka Room) 
Free and open to the public.  

For more information regarding the Center for Philippine Studies, this lecture series, or disability access, 
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