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“While the sexualized 
representations of Asian American 
women in Western cinema and 
theater tend to be denounced as 
necessarily demeaning or negative, 
it may actually be the case that the 
images represent women taking 
charge of their own sexuality – 
including desires and subjugation – 
as actors, producers, critics, and 
viewers. In her new book, Celine 
Shimizu advances a theory she 
refers to as ‘productive perversity,’ 
using the term to define a 
broadening perception of what is 
and is not considered normal 
behavior.”                                         
- Philippine News

"With this book I look at the most 
popular articulations of Asian 
American women as hypersexual 
beings and consider what can be 
productive about examining 
these images closely rather than 
fleeing from them because they 
may produce pain as well as 
pleasure. When an encounter 
with these images leads to 
thoughtful engagement beyond 
the moral condemnation that 
often surrounds sexuality and 
visuality, it can become a 
transformative learning 
experience."                                   
- Celine Parreñas Shimizu
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