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To the Reader

This book highlights key aspects of Japan’s history and culture from the Tokugawa era to the present. It in-
cludes role-plays, primary documents, first-person accounts, diary entries, excerpts from literary works,
songs and poems, as well as maps and timelines, charts and graphs, and political cartoons. A glossary lists
important words used throughout the text.

A compact disc entitled The Rise of Modern Japan: Musical Selections is also available. It contains
Japanese songs of different periods and locales. Liner notes include English translations of lyrics and other
information about each selection.

Japanese Names and
Pronunciation of Japanese Words

This book uses the Japanese method for Japanese names. In Japan, surnames commonly come first in both
speaking and writing. For example, in the name Saigd Takamori, Saigd is the surname or family name, and
Takamori is the given or first name. We use this style except for persons who render their names Western-
style.

Use of macrons: A macron or long mark is used over the vowels o and u to show that the vowels should be
lengthened in pronunciation. We have retained the macrons in place names, such as Tokyo, Kyoto, and
Osaka, in Japanese words such as daimyoé and shogiin, and in personal names, such as Saigd Takamori.





