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Précis:
Each year an estimated 43% of the world's disasters occur in Asia resulting in 82% of the world's 
disaster deaths, 84% of the world's total affected population and 75% of the world's disaster damage 
(IFRC Report 2009). Such alarming statistics raises questions of why, how and most importantly, what 
can the local and global community do about it?  

This SEA Speaker Series lecture will focus on understanding the background and types of disasters 
that occur in Asia.  We will discuss developmental shifts and trends that cause disasters in the region.  
Lastly we will analyze the disaster management cycle and examine country case studies to identify 
challenges and opportunities in international disaster management and humanitarian assistance.  

Speaker Bio:
Jessica Ear Adler joined the Asia-Pacific Center for Security 
Studies in November 2008.  Prior to her arrival she was a 
Humanitarian Operations Advisor at the Center for Excellence in 
Disaster Management and Humanitarian Affairs in Honolulu, Hawaii.  
Ms. Ear Adler has had overseas field experiences that included 
serving as the Regional Deputy  Refugee Coordinator at the U.S. 
Embassy  in Bangkok, Thailand,  where she helped shaped U.S. 
policy  on refugees, advocated for better refugee treatment with host 
countries, and oversaw humanitarian assistance to refugees in Asia.  
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