Homes near chemical plant evacuated after blast; cylinder of reducing agent blamed
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Homes near chemical plant evacuated
after blast; cylinder of reducing agent blamed

Wed Jun 26,11:34 AM ET

By SUSAN HAIGH, Associated Press Writer YaHOO! |
GROTON, Connecticut - Pfizer Corp.'s research complex was closed and nearby homes evacuated ADVERTISEMENT
Wednesday as fire crews worked to stabilize chemicals after an explosion that left two people with severe |E|

burns.

Tuesday's blast was traced to a 250-pound (112.5-kilogram) cylinder containing a reducing agent,
borane-tetrahydrofuran, company spokesman Stephen Lederer said Wednesday .

The explosion created afireball, ripping apart a small warehouse and blowing out windows on an adjacent
building at Groton Laboratories, officials said. We're listening.

Two workers remained in critical condition Wednesday with burns over much of their bodies.
Learn more at

The warehouse is used to store chemicals for making medications for clinical trials, the company said. PurinaONE.com

Officias didn't know why the container exploded, Lederer said. "It isareal mystery. We are being very
careful picking through everything," he said.

Five other containers of the substance were still in the warehouse and showed higher-than-normal pressure

readings, Lederer said, prompting authorities to begin knocking on doors at daybreak to ask residents of 102 :
homes to leave. : W,‘fé:

"There'salot of variables coming into play, and we don't want to take chances," Mayor Dennis L. Popp told
WVIT-TV.

The evacuation was voluntary, and authorities could not immediately say how many residents decided to
leave.

Health officials took air samples overnight, but most of the substance was likely destroyed in the explosion,
said Ben Y ork, a supervisor for the state Department of Environmental Protection.

The explosion also injured five other workers. Two were treated and released from alocal hospital, one for
burns and the other for smoke inhalation; three others were treated for minor injuries at the complex's health
center.

Groton Laboratories employs about 4,500 people.

On the Net:

http://www.pfizer.com
More from > AP World Politics

http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020626/ap_wo_en_po/us_pfizer_explosion_1 (1 of 2) [7/1/2002 10:15:58 AM]


http://rd.yahoo.com/M=224039.1983422.3465437.1919855/D=news/S=12790412:HEAD/A=1030394/R=0/*http://news.yahoo.com
http://rd.yahoo.com/M=179842.1502846.3214789.1431721/D=news/P=m2e2uhg011240000/S=54400946:PB/A=1102103/R=4/id=noscript/*http://shop.store.yahoo.com/cgi-bin/clink?compaq2+shopping:dmad/M=179842.1502846.3214789.1431721/D=news/P=m2e2uhg011240000/S=54400946:PB/A=1102103/R=5/1025558157+http://us.rmi.yahoo.com/rmi/http://www.hp.com/rmi-unframed-url/http://www.hp.com/
http://dailynews.yahoo.com/
http://www.yahoo.com/
http://help.yahoo.com/help/news/
http://rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/ap/brand/*http://www.ap.org
http://rd.yahoo.com/M=226762.2152228.3602862.2073853/D=news/P=m2e2uhg011240000/S=54400946:N/A=1128690/R=0/*http://shop.store.yahoo.com/cgi-bin/clink?macys2+shopping:dmad/M=226762.2152228.3602862.2073853/D=news/P=m2e2uhg011240000/S=54400946:N/A=1128690/R=1/1025558157+http://us.rmi.yahoo.com/rmi/http://www.macys.com/rmi-framed-url/http://www.macys.com/index.ognc%3FPartnerID=Yah%26BannerID=qq2
http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/?u
http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ts/?u
http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/bs/?u
http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/tc/?u
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=index&cid=703
http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/wl/?u
http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/lo/?u
http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/en/?u
http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/sp/?u
http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/cm/?u
http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/sc/?u
http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/hl/?u
http://news.yahoo.com/fc/?u
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=index&cid=703
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=index&cid=536
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=index&cid=584
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=index&cid=710
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=index&cid=641
http://rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/ap/ap_wo_en_po/inlinks/*http://www.pfizer.com
http://rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/prevnext/index/*http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=index&cid=524
http://rd.yahoo.com/M=228365.2120889.3575072.2061945/D=news/P=m2e2uhg011240000/S=54400946:ES/A=1115679/R=0/*http://education.yahoo.com/reference/
http://rd.yahoo.com/M=223881.2005539.3487288.1818346/D=news/P=m2e2uhg011240000/S=54400946:SKY/A=1043881/R=0/*http://www.purinaone.com/default_kitten.asp

Homes near chemical plant evacuated after blast; cylinder of reducing agent blamed
Next Story: French aircraft carrier returns home after mission near

Afghanistan
Mon Jul 1, 5:11 PM ET - (AP)

Email this story - View most popular | Printer-friendly format

Archived Stories by Date: I Wed Jun 26 | |Go|
Politics Tools
Elected Officials Issues & Action Politics Extras
Enter Your ZIP Code: Select An Issue Area: Letters To Leaders - The
ulse of the nation
ISeIect Issue Area Eederm Agencies -
Cabinet officials,
Go Go departments and
or Search by State agencies

Links and services provided by Capitol Advantage.
News Resources
<%, Message Boards: Post/Read Msgs

ADVERTISEMENT
Weekly Specials

. Get Safety Tips from State Farm ®

- #1 site for Credit - www.eCreditCards.com(U.S. Only)
- FREE personalized horoscopes!

.- Auto Insurance Quote from GMAC Insurance

. Open a TD Waterhouse Account - 10 FREE TRADES
. Rent all the DVDs you want, $20 a month- Try FREE!

News Search

| Search I Advanced

Search: ® Stories O Photos O Audio/Video O Full Coverage

Copyright © 2002 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. The information contained in the AP News report may not be published, broadcast, rewritten
or redistributed without the prior written authority of The Associated Press.

Copyright © 2002 Y ahoo! Inc. All rights reserved.
Questions or Comments

Privacy Policy -Terms of Service

http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020626/ap_wo_en_po/us_pfizer_explosion_1 (2 of 2) [7/1/2002 10:15:58 AM]


http://rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/prevnext/next/*http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020701/ap_wo_en_po/france_attacks_ships_1&e=1&ncid=
http://rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/prevnext/next/*http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020701/ap_wo_en_po/france_attacks_ships_1&e=1&ncid=
http://mtf.news.yahoo.com/mailto?url=http%3a//story.news.yahoo.com/news%3ftmpl=story%26u=/ap/20020626/ap_wo_en_po/us_pfizer_explosion_1&title=Homes+near+chemical+plant+evacuated+after+blast%3b+cylinder+of+reducing+agent+blamed%0a&prop=dailynews&locale=us
http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/mt/?u
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020626/ap_wo_en_po/us_pfizer_explosion_1&printer=1
http://rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/politics/story/*http://yahoo.capwiz.com/y/dbq/officials/
http://rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/politics/story/*http://yahoo.capwiz.com/y/issuesaction/
http://rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/politics/story/*http://yahoo.capwiz.com/y/officials/
http://rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/politics/story/*http://yahoo.capwiz.com/y/letters/
http://rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/politics/story/*http://yahoo.capwiz.com/y/dbq/officials/agencies/?command=search
http://rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/newsresources/mesg/*http://news.messages.yahoo.com/index.html
http://post.news.messages.yahoo.com/bbs?.mm=NEWS&action=l&ft=1&board=37172369&sid=37172369&title=Homes%20near%20chemical%20plant%20evacuated%20after%20blast%3B%20cylinder%20of%20reducing%20agent%20blamed%0A&tid=apuspfizerexplosion&date=06-26-2002&url=story.news.yahoo.com%2Fnews%3Ftmpl%3Dstory%26u%3D%2Fap%2F20020626%2Fap_wo_en_te%2Fus_pfizer_explosion_1
http://rd.yahoo.com/M=227564.2107464.3566304.2060524/D=news/P=m2e2uhg011240000/S=54400946:T/A=1131840/R=0/*http://www.statefarm.com/consumer/car.htm
http://rd.yahoo.com/M=226681.2162841.3623732.2060524/D=news/P=m2e2uhg011240000/S=54400946:T/A=1140372/R=0/*http://www.adminder.com/c.cgi?benbenben&yahnews
http://rd.yahoo.com/M=228249.2107194.3571781.2060524/D=news/P=m2e2uhg011240000/S=54400946:T/A=1109050/R=0/*http://store.astrocenter.com/yahoo/store/buy/Default.asp?De=StEdEm&Af=-200&VS=a
http://rd.yahoo.com/M=227624.2079027.3589218.2060524/D=news/P=m2e2uhg011240000/S=54400946:T/A=1125391/R=0/*http://www.gmac123.com/partner.html?partner=33729432646726
http://rd.yahoo.com/M=226686.2127024.3580467.2060524/D=news/P=m2e2uhg011240000/S=54400946:T/A=1108260/R=0/*http://www.tdwaterhouse.com/cgi-bin/rbox/welcome.cgi?adcode=YK1510
http://rd.yahoo.com/M=210228.1844359.3352550.2060524/D=news/P=m2e2uhg011240000/S=54400946:T/A=884050/R=0/*http://shop.store.yahoo.com/cgi-bin/clink?netflix2+shopping:dmad/M=210228.1844359.3352550.2060524/D=news/P=m2e2uhg011240000/S=54400946:T/A=884050/R=1/1025558157+http://us.rmi.yahoo.com/rmi/http://www.netflix.com/rmi-framed-url/http://www.netflix.com/Default%3Fmqso=60138794
http://rd.yahoo.com/M=223881.2005539.3487288.1818346/D=news/P=m2e2uhg011240000/S=54400946:SKY/A=1043881/R=0/*http://www.purinaone.com/default_kitten.asp
http://search.news.yahoo.com/search/news/options
http://rd.yahoo.com/M=224039.1983420.3465435.1919853/D=news/S=12790412:FOOT/A=1030392/R=0/*http://help.yahoo.com/help/news/
http://rd.yahoo.com/M=224039.1983420.3465435.1919853/D=news/S=12790412:FOOT/A=1030392/R=1/*http://privacy.yahoo.com/privacy/us/news
http://rd.yahoo.com/M=224039.1983420.3465435.1919853/D=news/S=12790412:FOOT/A=1030392/R=2/*http://docs.yahoo.com/info/terms/
http://rd.yahoo.com/M=102308.2034364.3506273.1971905/D=news/P=m2e2uhg011240000/S=54400946:R/A=1062729/R=0/*http://www.yahoo.com

	yahoo.com
	Homes near chemical plant evacuated after blast; cylinder of reducing agent blamed 


	OOMDKJDNEKPJHNNDCPGHKKDHIAEKBCJL: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f3: [News Stories]

	f2: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: [http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=index&i=index.20020627&cid=524]

	f2: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: Go

	f4: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: alerts
	f2: [-]
	f3: Go

	f4: 

	form5: 
	x: 
	f1: 20
	f2: 
	f4: news

	f3: 




