
Chemical 
Abbreviation Key 

Laboratory Safety

Chemical Names and 
Warnings 

Abbreviation Chemical Name & CAS # GHS Hazards & 
Signal Word 

BPB Bromophenol Blue 
115-39-9

Warning 

CAPS 
3-(Cyclohexylamino)-1-propanesulfonic 

Acid 
1135-40-6 Warning 

Destain Methanol, Acetic Acid, H2O 
Danger 

DI H2O Deionized Water 
7732-18-5 

DCM Diochloromethane (Methylene Chloride) 
75-09-2 Warning 

DMF N, N-dimethylformamide 
68-12-2 Danger 

DMSO Dimethyl Sulfoxide 
67-68-5 Warning 

EDTA Ehylenediaminetetraacetic Acid 
60-00-4 Warning 

EtBr Ethidium Bromide 
1239-45-8 Danger 

EtOH Ethanol 
64-17-5 

Danger 

HCl Hydrochloric Acid 
7647-01-0 Danger 

HEPES 
N-(2-Hydroxyethyl) piperazine N’ 2-(2-

ethanesulfonic acid) 
7365-45-9 Warning 

Only use abbreviations on reagent working containers.
Do not use abbreviations on hazardous waste containers!

https://sp.ehs.cornell.edu/lab-research-safety/chemical-safety/lab-safety-signs-and-labels/Documents/RSS_LSP_Chemical_Abbreviation_Key.pdf
https://sp.ehs.cornell.edu/lab-research-safety/chemical-safety/lab-safety-signs-and-labels/Documents/RSS_LSP_Chemical_Abbreviation_Key.pdf


Chemical 
Abbreviation Key 

Laboratory Safety 

Chemical Names and 
Warnings 

Abbreviation Chemical Name & CAS # GHS Hazards & 
Signal Word 

HNO3 Nitric Acid 
7697-37-2 Danger 

KAc Potassium Acetate 
127-08-2 Warning 

KOH Potassium Hydroxide 
1310-58-3 Danger 

MeOH Methanol 
67-56-1 Danger 

MOPS 3-(N-morpholino) propanesulfonic acid 
1132-61-2 Warning 

MQ-H2O Milli-Q Water 
7732-18-5 

Na2HPO4 
Sodium Phosphate Dibasic 

7558-79-4 Warning 

NaCl Sodium Chloride 
7647-14-5 Warning 

NaH2PO4 
Sodium Phosphate 

7632-05-5 

NaN3 Sodium Azide 
26628-22-8 Danger 

NaNO3 Sodium Nitrate 
7631-99-4 

Warning 

NaOAc Sodium Acetate 
6131-90-4 Warning 
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NaOH Sodium Hydroxide 
1310-73-2 

Danger 

PBS Phosphate Buffered Saline 

PEG Polyethylene 
9002-88-4 

PIPES Piperazine-N, N’bis(2-ethanesulfonic acid) 
5625-37-6 

SDS Sodium Dodecyl Sulfate 
151-21-3, 7732-18-5

Danger 

TAE Tris/Acetate/EDTA 
6850-28-8 

TBE Tris/Borate/EDTA Acetate 
77-86-1, 10043-35-3, 7732-18-5 Warning 

TBS Tris Buffered Saline 

TCA Trichloroacetic Acid 
375-85-9 Danger 

TEMED N,N,N’,N’- tetramethylethylenediamine 
110-18-9

Danger 

THF Tetrahydrofuran 
109-99-9 Danger 

TMAH Tetramethylammonium Hydroxide 
75-59-2 Danger 

Tris Tris-(hydroxymethyl) amino-methane 
77-86-1 Warning 

Only use abbreviations on reagent working containers. 
Do not use abbreviations on hazardous waste containers!
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If you are adding additional chemical abbreviations to your chart, the pictograms below can be 
copied and pasted in the GHS Hazards column. The signal word and hazard symbols of the 
chemical can be found in the safety data sheet of the substance. UH Manoa affiliated 
individuals can use their UH ID to access the UH Safety Solutions Chemicals Application to find 
signal words and hazard symbols.  

Only use abbreviations on reagent working containers. 
Do not use abbreviations on hazardous waste containers!
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