Discourse Markers

Topic Markers, Topic Shifters, Summarizers

Lemme start with...

So, let’s turn to... 

All this says is...

The first thing is... 

Let me go to...

So the theory goes...

What I’d like to do is... 

On to... 

The theory goes, then..

We’ll be looking at... 

Let’s look at...

So there you’ve got...

Let me talk about __, then we’ll go to ___ 

One final point/thing is... 

What we’ve got is...

I’d like to talk about... 

To tie/wrap this up...

Back to... 

You can see...

Lot more to talk about, but on to... 

What I’m saying is that... 

All right OK (level intonation)

Now (falling intonation + pause) 

I’ll be talking to you about... 

Let me talk a little bit about... 

We’ve suggested that...

Let’s first deal with... 

This leads to... 

So this seems to be... 

Let me suggest some ways... 

The (other) thing that _____

One other thing (about all of this)

Now I’d like to give you... 

My point is that...

You recall (from last time)... 

Any other comments before I turn to...? 

That points the way to...

Today we’re going to hear... 

Exemplifiers, Relaters , Evaluators

See if ____ clears this up, 

So again, 

As _____would have us believe

If you’ve seen___ then you’ve seen/know... 

You might say that______ is fine with me.

One way is...

This ties in with _______, 

something like that, 

Same way here, but it...

let me tell you. 

Take something like _____... But look at ___... 

Look how important 

One of the ways this can be seen is _____.. 

Take ______, for instance/example 

Keep in mind that...

_______ is worth noting

Like we’ve just talked about 

And this is really the key to...

Along the same lines I suggest to you...

And what I meant by that was...

We should be careful not to... 

We should think of this not so much as _, but as _

For example/instance,

One of them was _____,

In fact...

But as a matter of fact...

As we’ll see

We should see this in connection with 

Qualifiers , Aside Markers

The catch here is...

I guess I got off the track here 

Where was I? 

That’s true, but...

That’s not really what we mean by.. 

It doesn’t mean that...

Well, of course...

It depends on how you define 

I’d like to pass over...

So far as I know, 

I won’t trouble you with... 

But I’m getting a little ahead of myself.

These discourse markers are separated by function. Though each discourse marker works in a different way, an example for each function is provided below, more as a guide to the function than as a guide to the discourse marker.


Topic Marker: “I’ll be talking to you about the grooming habits of house cats.” These introduce topics.


Topic Shifter: “The other thing that I want to cover in my presentation is the importance of being honest.”  These introduce topics, or change topics.


Summarizer: “You should be able to see that their foreign policy is based on fear.” These summarize topics.


Exemplifier: “One of the ways this can be seen is by looking at the export data for last year." These give examples of the topic.


Relater: “Along the same lines, peace in the Middle East has also been difficult to establish.” These relate or link two examples or topics.


Evaluator: “But as a matter of fact, in my personal opinion, not enough was done to prevent this tragedy."  These give a judgement on a topic or example.  (This example has two Evaluator phrases).


Qualifier: “It doesn’t mean that you should invest all your money in Pepsi-Cola stock, just that Pepsi is very popular right now.” These modify the meaning of a topic or example.  They give limits to the meaning.


Aside Marker: “I won’t bore you with its history, but you should be aware that chess is a very old, storied game.” These show when the lecture or speech goes off the main topic.


*Discourse markers adapted from ELI Teachers' Online Resource Center

