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BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND SELECTION PROCESS
** application deadline Sunday, September 21, 2008 **

McKay Competition:  Sat., Sept. 13 (optional but recommended)


The Team:  The William S. Richardson School of Law Environmental Moot Court Team is a three-student team that competes in the Pace University School of Law National Environmental Law Moot Court Competition (White Plains, New York) in February of each year.  For 18 years, our team has consistently placed among the top ranks of this prestigious competition.  Last year’s team – Allan Alicuben, Jael Makagon, and Mits Takahashi – beat ten teams in a row to advance to the final round, placing in the “top 3” of the more than 70 teams from across the country.  In 1999, the Law School’s team won first place.  In 2002, we won the Best Brief in the Appellee category.  In 2003, our team won the prestigious Best Overall Brief Award.  


The 2009 team will consist of three new members.  Both 2Ls and 3Ls are invited to apply.  Once the team is formed, we will be looking for a “student advisor” to assist the team with practice rounds.  (George White very ably assisted the team in this capacity last year and can be contacted for more information.)  The faculty coach for the team is Professor Denise Antolini.  

Timing and Commitment:  The team begins working on the problem in early October and submits its brief to the Pace Environmental Moot Court Board in early December.  Intensive practice oral arguments begin in early January and continue until the team leaves for the competition in mid-February.  Practice sessions are 2-4 evenings a week and last 2-3 hours, not including substantial preparation time.  Faculty, practitioners, and judges serve as moot court judges for the practice rounds to critique the presentations.  Travel to the competition involves taking one week off from school for the national competition (there is no regional competition for this team).  The school excuses team members from class (for limited days; no automatic assignment extensions, including on SYS) and pays airfare, lodging, and per diem.  Being a successful member of the Environmental Moot Court Team requires an extensive time commitment, a 
passion for the appellate advocacy process, and excellent teamwork skills.  Specific background in environmental law is desirable but not required. 


The Topic:  Each year, Pace selects a topic that involves cutting-edge issues in federal environmental law and three parties to the dispute (a citizens group, a state or federal agency, and a private corporation).  The problem typically involves one major federal environmental statute and related issues of statutory interpretation, federal court process, administrative law, and constitutional law. Teams may choose any of the three sides to represent on the brief, but during the competition, all teams must argue all sides.  Therefore, during practice oral arguments, team members extensively practice arguing different positions on the issues, and team members split up the issues.  

The Selection Process:  The new team members will be selected by Professor Denise Antolini and ELP faculty in September, one week after the completion of the Susan B. McKay Moot Court Competition.  This year, the application for the team is due on Sunday, September 21, by 4:00 p.m.   


The two primary qualifications for the team are brief writing skills and oral argument skills.  Students interested in being considered for the team should email the following materials to Professor Antolini (antolini@hawaii.edu): 


(1) A 1-page cover letter explaining why you want to be on the team, along with a current resume, and grades; 


(2) A brief attachment detailing your legal writing skills (your Appellate Advocacy brief performance will be given heavy weight; please mention your brief grade and any awards; other brief and legal writing experience should be described); and


(3) A brief attachment detailing your oral argument skills (your performance in the Susan B. McKay competition will be given heavy weight; please mention your performance in the competition and any awards; other oral argument awards and background, including Appellate Advocacy, and high school or college speech and debate, should be described). 


Questions?  Please feel free to contact ’08 Team Assistant George White or Professor Antolini for more information.  ELP encourages you to join the team! 


*    *    *
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