University of Hawai‘i at Manoa

Spring 2009 Interdisciplinary Studies 499 CRN 86729

Environmental Studies Program

Directed Research Project, Writing Intensive


Instructor: John Cusick, UHM Environmental Center 956-7362/jcusick@hawaii.edu

Students: Leigh Anne Crocco, Airon Whitt, Ian Tierney, Damian McPherson, Yukari Akastuka,

Course Title: Towards Improving Environmental and Sustainability Research and Instruction at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa

Project Description

As the leading institution of higher education in the State, the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa (UHM) has the capacity and obligation to educate its students and host community on issues of sustainability.  The current status of environmental and sustainability studies at UHM provides an opportunity for students in this Directed Research course to be involved in a review of existing programs in higher education and the development of research and instructional resources and proposals for UHM.  Students will also be involved in the planning and organization of a conference on sustainable tourism to be held in April 2009 made possible through funding by the Vice Chancellor for Research and Graduate Education Manoa Fund.

Course requirements

1. Database management and editing: Students will collaborate on the completion of an annotated bibliography of approximately 500 environmental and sustainability research materials.  The database will enable users to conduct keyword searches based on criteria related to environmental and sustainability studies.  The purpose of this activity is to make this information available for students and faculty on the Environmental Center website.

Outcome: An annotated literature review of academic journal articles and reports dated between 2000-2008 related to the topics of environmental and sustainability studies will be part of the completed database.  This project also involves the final review and editing of a 200 page report on student research on ecotourism in the Hawaiian Islands compiled from a class I taught in Spring 2008.  (25% of final grade)

2. Assist with the planning and organization of a tourism stakeholder conference April 20 and 22, 2009 (25% of final grade).
Outcome: Each student will contribute to the planning and organizing of a tourism stakeholder conference to be held April 20 and 22 at UHM and April 24 at Maui Community College.  The conference is funded by the Vice Chancellor for Research and Graduate Education Manoa Fund (25% of final grade).

3. News stories/Public Service Announcements: Prepare a series of commentaries on sustainability-related issues to be submitted to the UHM Ka Leo newspaper and KTUH as public service announcements.  The objective of this activity is to increase awareness of and participation in environmental and sustainability studies among the campus community.

Outcome: Each student will prepare 5 two page essays (approximately 5000 words total) (25% of final grade).

4. Grant proposals: Collaborate with participating graduate students in the preparation of grant proposals for extramural funding of projects related to sustainable tourism.

Outcome:  Students will work on proposals with graduate students and faculty on projects related to sustainable tourism in Mongolia, China, Japan and the Hawaiian Islands (25% of final grade).
