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Why Cladistics? Reading Questions 

 

 

What kinds of characters does cladistics use to determine evolutionary relationships? 

 

 

 

 

What is a clade? 

 

 

 

 

What are primitive characters?   

 

 

 

 

 

What kinds of characters can we use to determine the evolutionary relationships among 

living organisms?  Among fossils? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does a scientist deal with characters that support different cladograms (e.g. suggest 

different evolutionary relationships among the same group of organisms)?   




