
Location: _________________________                           Date:  ____________ 
 
Name(s): ________________________________________________________           Transect Line #: ________ 
 
Science Assistant Name: ___________________________      Start Time:  ____________      End Time: ____________ 
 
Weather: ______________   Wind Speed: _____________  Substrate Type:_____________   Substrate Size: ________________ 
 
Point Intercept Transect : Cobble Areas 
Find the numbers listed below on your transect tape.  Record which SINGLE species or substrate (rock, sand) you find directly 
underneath.  Do not count transient objects (objects that are temporary, like trash, wood, leaves, or water).   
 
Turn over the rock that is directly under the transect point.  If there is no rock under the transect point, or the rock is too big to flip, 
turn over the nearest rock that is manageable.  Measure the length and width of the rock from the center.  Back at school, you can 
determine the area of the rock.  Record the number and species of organisms under the rock.  Some organisms may encrust the 
bottom of the rock, like sponges.  Instead of counting them, estimate the area they cover (e.g. Palythoa cesaia 30%).  Remember to 
return the rock to the position is which you found it when you are done! 
 
Points (m) Organism/Substrate 

Directly under Point 
Length of 
Rock (cm) 

Width of 
Rock (cm) 

Area of 
Rock 
 

Number and Species of Organisms Under Rock  

(example) Padina sp. 45 32  3 Ophiocoma erinaceus, 1 Holothuria atra 
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