The Status of Women in Afghanistan, October 2004

The Taliban fell in 2001, but today women and girls in Afghanistan still face
daily oppression. Education remains restricted and 79 percent of Afghan women
cannot read. Women'’s healthcare is poor and Afghanistan has the second-
highest maternal mortality rate in the world. Many women and girls still fear
attending school, working, traveling or appearing without a burga. Forced
marriage, rape and abduction remain common, and over the past year, girls’
schools have been bombed and set on fire. Despite these conditions, women
determinedly took part in Afghanistan’s recent national elections, an
indication of their continuing strength and courage in defining their own
futures.

Some recent statistics:

* Maternal mortality: Maternal mortality rates during the Taliban era were estimated at 1,900
deaths per 100,000 live births. The country still has the world’s second highest maternal mortality
rate, at 1,600 deaths per 100,000 live births. The eastern province of Badakshan has the highest
recorded rate in history, at 6,500 deaths per 100,000 live births.

* Women’s reproductive health awareness: 72 percent of married women under age 50 are
unaware of any methods to delay pregnancy.

*  Girls’ primary school enrollment rates: Approximately 34 percent of 4 million Afghan children
enrolled in school are girls. In 10 provinces, fewer than one out of every four girls aged 7 to 12
attends primary school. Only one out of every 100 girls aged 7-18 attends primary school in Zabul
and Badghis provinces.

*  Girls attending secondary school: Of girls attending primary school, only 9 percent continue to
secondary school.

* Attacks against schools: UNICEF has confirmed 26 attacks against schools, mostly girls’ schools.

¢ Early marriage: Approximately 57 percent of girls marry before the age of 16, according to a study
by the Ministry of Women’s Affairs and Afghan women’s NGOs.

* Women’s voter registration: 41 percent of 10.5 million registered Afghan voters are women. These
figures have been inflated by multiple registrations. Women’s registration rates in southern
provinces were significantly lower than the national average: Zabul (9 percent), Uruzgan (10
percent) Helmand (16 percent), and Kandahar (27 percent).
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