Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation against Trafficking in Persons
in the Greater Mekong Sub-Region

We, the represeniatives of the Governments of the Kingdom of Cambodia, the People's Republic of
China, the Lao People's Democratic Republic, the Union of Myvanmar, the Kingdom of Thailand,
and the Sacialist Republic of Vietnam:

Deeply Concerned over the suffering caused by the trafficking in persons within the Greater
Mekong Sub-Region and from the Greater Mekong Sub-Region States to other regions of the
waorld;

Asserting that it is completely unacceptable that human beings are traded, bought, sold,
abducted, placed, and maintained in exploitative situations, thus being denied their most
fundamental and inalienable rights;

Recognizing that poverty, lack of access to education, and inequalities, including lack of equal
opportunity, make persons vulnerable to trafficking;

Further recognizing the link between trafficking and the growing demand for exploitative
labour and exploitative sexual services;

Acknowledging that trafficking is intensified by discriminatory attitudes, practices and policies
based on gender, age, nationality, ethnicity, and social grouping;

Emphasizing that children and women who become victims of trafficking are particularly
vulnerable, and need special measures to ensure their protection and well being;

Concerned by the involvement of both community members and organised criminal groups in
trafficking in persons;

Recognizing the need for a strengthened criminal justice response to trafficking in order to
secure justice for victims of trafficking and end impunity for traffickers and others who derive
benefits from this crime;

Acknowledging the importance of effective and proportionate penalties for traffickers, including
provision for freezing and confiscating their assets, and for the proceeds to be used for the
benefit of victims of trafficking;

Recognizing the important contribution that survivors of trafficking can, on a strictly voluntary
basis, make to developing, implementing, and evaluating anti-trafficking interventions, and in
securing the prosecution of traffickers;

Acknowledging the important role played by victim support agencies in the areas of prevention,
protection, prosecution, rescue, repatriation, recovery and reintegration, as well as in supporting
a strengthened criminal justice response;




Ll

Recognizing that each Government hereby undertakes to take steps, individually and through
international assistance and co-operation, to the maximum of its available resources, with a view
to achieving progressively the full realization of the commitments recognized in this MOU by all
appropriate means;

Reealling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, particularly Article 4, which states that
“No ane shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all
their forms’;

Commending those Greater Mekong Sub-Region States which have ratified and/or acceded to
the key international legal instruments concerning trafficking and related exploitation including
the:

« United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organised Crime and its Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children;

e United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All-Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW);

* United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), and its Optional Protocols on
the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, and on the Involvement of
Children in Armed Conflict;

¢ [LO Forced Labour Conventions (29 & 105);

s ILO Convention (182) Concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination
of the Worst Forms of Child Labour;

and encourage those States which have not vet done so, to accede to these instruments at the
earliest possible time;

Reaffirming the importance of the United Nations Recommended Principles and Guidelines on
Human Rights and Human Trafficking contained in the report of the UNHCHR (2002) to the
United Nations Economic and Social Council;

Reaffirming existing regional initiatives and commitments to combat trafficking in persons;

Welcoming the pioneering Memorandum of Understanding between Thailand and Cambodia on
Bilateral Cooperation for Eliminating Trafficking in Children and Women and Assisting Victims
of Trafficking (2003) and efforts to develop similar bilateral anti-trafficking arrangements within
the Greater Mekong Sub-Region;

Welcoming the importance of bilateral agreements, such as the Memoranda of Understanding on
Cooperation in the Employment of Workers between Thailand and Cambodia, Lao PDR and
Myanmar respectively, in promoting safe, orderly, well-regulated migration as this serves to
reduce the demand for illegal migration services which provide opportunities for traffickers;

Intending fully that this MOLU reflects the continuing political will of our Governments to
cooperate to combat trafficking in persons; and

Calling upon all countries outside the GMS to join our countries in the fight against human
trafficking;







