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SB 2594 SD2 – RELATING TO HOUSING 
 
Chairs Brower and Yamane, Vice Chairs Nakamura and Todd, and members of the 
committees: 
 
We are very pleased and encouraged that your committees are now hearing testimony a 
second time on legislation that will transform the visitability and aging-in-place capacity 
of the residential landscape in Hawai‘i by promoting the construction of affordable housing 
that is easily accessible to people with mobility challenges. We also appreciate the time 
and advice you have given us leading up to today. 
 
Our testimony focuses on how SB 2594 SD2 might be improved to strengthen its 
opportunity to pass in the Legislature this session, as described below. 
 

I.  Remove the requirement for visitability in renovations because of (a) the burden this 
might place on offices responsible for building permitting and inspection (each 
renovation is unique and determining what is needed to meet visitability standards 
might be a complicated and time-consuming process), and (b) the cost of some 
renovations might be substantially increased (e.g., needing to demolish old walls 
and add new ones to make a bathroom large enough to be accessible). Similar 
legislation in other states typically applies only to new construction, not renovations. 

 
If we understand correctly, the four exceptions in SECTION 3, amending Chapter 
356D, were added to address concerns of the Hawai‘i Public Housing Authority that 
costs for its planned public housing renovations might be increased substantially. 
We fully support the Hawai‘i Public Housing Authority in this regard, especially since 
renovations will include a number of fully accessible units that exceed visitability 



standards. If SB 2594 SD2 is amended to remove the visitability requirement for 
renovations, then these four exceptions should be deleted to avoid confusion as to 
their application. Also please note that the following exception appears to be in error 
because the Americans with Disabilities Act does not apply to residential housing, 
except for common use areas open to the public at large: 
 

(2)   Exceed the requirements for housing as provided by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990, 42 U.S.C. 12101, et seq., as amended. 

 
II. Follow the lead of many jurisdictions around the country and specify in subsection 

(b) that new construction must meet criteria for a Type C (Visitable) Dwelling Unit 
under A117.1-2009 of both the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and 
the International Code Council (ICC) (an overview of Type C criteria is appended 
below). 

 
We make this recommendation because SB 2594 SD2 goes beyond Type C by 
requiring an accessible full bathroom (rather than just a half bathroom) and also by 
requiring an accessible bedroom on the main floor (compared to no bedroom 
requirement). Such requirements might substantially increase construction costs 
and lead to opposition to the bill on that account. One of the primary arguments for 
Type C visitable features is that they do NOT increase construction costs if included 
at the design stage. 
 
You may also want to consider amending SB 2594 SD2 to clarify that visitability 
standards would apply to all units in buildings with elevators, but only to first floor 
units in multi-story buildings without elevators. Such an amendment would be in line 
with text in the Federal Fair Housing Act (the Fair Housing Act, Hawai‘i Revised 
Statutes, Chapter 515, does not refer to elevators). 
 

III. Make the effective date in SECTION 5 to be January 1, 2019, as stated in 
SECTIONS 1 – 3. 

 
If you adopt the changes we have suggested here, this legislation’s transformative nature 
will be self-evident to others. Its power has been recognized by the Honolulu Star 
Advertiser in a recent front page story and in an editorial. Its power also has been 
recognized by television channel 4, KITV. We at the Center on Disability Studies, with our 
visitability partners, stand ready to help you make this legislation a reality and benefit a 
very large segment of Hawaii’s citizens. 
 
Note: Type C standards with exceptions are attached. 
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