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Table 1: Characteristics of Canadian women with positive attitudes toward birthing centres and nurse or midwife care

for childbirth*

Aspect of care; proportion (and 95% Cl) of women with

positive attitudet

Total no. of Postpartum care
women Delivery in a Delivery by a by a nurse or

Characteristic (thousands) birthing centre nurse or midwife# midwife
Province or region of residence
Atlantic provinces 403 0.27 (0.24-0.30) 0.73 (0.67-0.79) 0.83 (0.79-0.87)
Ontario 1919 0.30 (0.26-0.33) 0.71 (0.65-0.77) 0.89 (0.86-0.93)
Quebec 1103 0.36 (0.31-0.40) 0.69 (0.63-0.76) 0.81 (0.77-0.86)
Western provinces 1414 0.29 (0.26-0.32) 0.74 (0.69-0.79) 0.86 (0.82-0.89)
Age, yr
20-24 811 0.30 (0.26-0.34) 0.66 (0.58-0.74) 0.83 (0.78-0.88)
25-34 2224 0.30 (0.28-0.33) 0.69 (0.65-0.73) 0.85 (0.82-0.88)
35-44 1804 0.31 (0.28-0.34) 0.77 (0.72-0.81) 0.87 (0.84-0.90)
Household income, $
<20 000 892 0.31 (0.27-0.34) 0.71 (0.65-0.78) 0.80 (0.76-0.85)
20 000 to 40 000 1285 0.27 (0.24-0.30) 0.72 (0.66-0.77) 0.83 (0.79-0.87)
> 40 000 2527 0.33 (0.31-0.36) 0.71 (0.67-0.76) 0.88 (0.86-0.91)
Education
High school or less 1549 0.23 (0.20-0.26) 0.67 (0.61-0.73) 0.80 (0.76-0.84)
Some post—secondary education 3288 0.34 (0.32-0.36) 0.73 (0.69-0.76) 0.87 (0.85-0.89)
Marital status
Married or common-law 3340 0.30 (0.28-0.32) 0.70 (0.66-0.74) 0.85 (0.83-0.88)
Other 1499 0.31 (0.29-0.34) 0.74 (0.70-0.79) 0.85 (0.82-0.88)
Immigration status
Non-immigrant 3913 0.32 (0.30-0.33) 0.72 (0.69-0.75) 0.86 (0.84-0.88)
Immigrant 926 0.26 (0.22-0.31) 0.67 (0.57-0.76) 0.83 (0.76-0.89)
Language
English or French (or both) 3866 0.32 (0.30-0.34) 0.72 (0.69-0.75) 0.86 (0.84-0.88)
Other 974 0.24 (0.20-0.28) 0.69 (0.60-0.78) 0.79 (0.73-0.85)
Currently pregnant
No 4622 0.31 (0.29-0.33) 0.72 (0.69-0.75) 0.85 (0.83-0.87)
Yes 212 0.25 (0.18-0.32) 0.57 (0.40-0.73) 0.86 (0.77-0.95)
General health
Good to excellent 4535 0.31 (0.29-0.33) 0.72 (0.69-0.75) 0.86 (0.84-0.88)
Fair to poor 305 0.27 (0.21-0.34) 0.65 (0.52-0.78) 0.78 (0.69-0.87)
Chronic conditions
No 2434 0.29 (0.26-0.31) 0.71 (0.67-0.76) 0.85 (0.82-0.87)
Yes, 1 only 1297 0.33 (0.29-0.36) 0.70 (0.64-0.76) 0.88 (0.85-0.91)
Yes, > 1 1108 0.33 (0.29-0.36) 0.73 (0.68-0.79) 0.84 (0.80-0.88)
Height, cm
<156 749 0.27 (0.23-0.31) 0.70 (0.61-0.79) 0.80 (0.74-0.86)
156-163 1992 0.30 (0.27-0.33) 0.73 (0.68-0.77) 0.87 (0.84-0.89)
> 163 2098 0.33 (0.30-0.35) 0.71 (0.66-0.75) 0.86 (0.83-0.88)
Admission to hospital in past year
No 4170 0.30 (0.28-0.32) 0.73 (0.69-0.76) 0.85 (0.83-0.87)
Yes 668 0.34 (0.29-0.38) 0.65 (0.57-0.74) 0.86 (0.81-0.91)

Note: Cl = confidence interval.

*Data source: National Population Health Survey, 1994, for 3438 women 20 to 44 years of age. Values presented here are based on weighted estimations for the
entire Canadian population (5 687 000 Canadian women at the time of the survey), not just the survey sample; because of missing values and rounding, numbers

may not add up to the totals.

tData represent proportions of women indicating acceptance of these aspects of care.

#Restricted to women who answered “Yes” to the question “Would you go to a birthing centre, rather than a hospital, to have a baby?”

CMAJ e SEPT. 21, 1999; 161 (6)

709




