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Introduction
Drawing on 2000 and 1990 U.S. census data, this 
proýle summarizes characteristics and patterns among 
Asian Americans living in the Bronx.1  It offers 
statistics on population size and growth, immigration, 
citizenship status, educational attainment, English 
ability, income, poverty, and housing.  Comparisons 
with the entire Bronx population are included.2

A population increase from 1990 to 2000 is among 
the themes census data illustrate.  Also, compared 
with Bronx residents overall, in 2000, the boroughôs 
Asian population had higher post-secondary education 
levels; a lower child-poverty rate; and higher incomes.  
However, Bronx Asians also had substantially larger 
households and lower English skills.  

Population
From 1990 to 2000, the Asian population in the Bronx 
rose by 38 percent, from 35,021 to 48,502 ï exceeding 

an 11 percent increase for the borough overall but not 
coming near 71 percent growth for the city-wide Asian 
population.  

As of the last census, about 6 percent of New York 
Cityôs Asian population lived in the Bronx where 
Asians comprised 4 percent of residents.

The ýve largest Asian ethnic groups in the Bronx 
in 2000 were Indians3 (19,305), Chinese4 (7,628), 
Filipinos (5,446), Koreans (4,076) and Vietnamese 
(3,289).5  

The highest growth rates among Asian groups in 
the borough in the last decade were recorded for 
Bangladeshis (320 percent), Sri Lankans (127 
percent), Malaysians (123 percent), Pakistanis (104 
percent) and Hmong (100 percent).  From 1990 to 
2000, Indian and Chinese Bronxites experienced 
the greatest numerical increases, of 4,047 and 1,107 
people, respectively.  

By age, 26 percent (12,371) of the Bronxôs Asian 
residents were children (younger than 17), 68 percent 
(32,664) were working-age adults (18 to 64), and 6 
percent (2,997) were senior citizens (65 and older).  
This distribution was similar to that for the borough 
overall:  30 percent children, 60 percent working-age 
adults and 10 percent seniors.
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Bronx Asian American Breakdown
1990 2000

Asian    
Group

Asian 
Alone, 
one 
Asian 
Group

% 
Growth 

from 
1990

Asian 
Alone or 
In Com-
bination

% 
Growth 

from 
1990

Asian Indian 11,051 15,258 38.1% 19,305 74.7%

Bangladeshi 582 1,691 190.5% 2,442 319.6%

Cambodian 1,593 1,082 -32.1% 1,366 -14.2%

Chinese 
(w/o 
Taiwanese)

6,939 6,521 -6.0% 7,628 9.9%

Filipino 3,497 4,695 34.3% 5,446 55.7%

Hmong 4 4 0.0% 8 100.0%

Indonesian 43 40 -7.0% 67 55.8%

Japanese 553 580 4.9% 873 57.9%

Korean 4,908 3,845 -21.7% 4,076 -17.0%

Laotian 109 67 -38.5% 85 -22.0%

Malaysian 13 10 -23.1% 29 123.1%

Pakistani 847 1,042 23.0% 1,727 103.9%

Sri Lankan 65 122 87.7% 148 127.7%

Taiwanese 76 64 -15.8% 80 5.3%

Thai 462 353 -23.6% 421 -8.9%

Vietnamese 2,389 3,044 27.4% 3,289 37.7%

Other Asian 1,890 1,702 -9.9%

Total 35,021 40,120 14.6% 48,502 38.5%








