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Status of Domestic and Sexual Violence Data Reporting in the States

INTRODUCTION - Section 40292 of the Violence Against Women Act mandated that the Attorney General study and report to
the U.S. Congress on the feasibility of collecting domestic and sexual violence data at the state level. A panel of law enforcement,
criminal justice statistics, and domestic violence professionals is working with the Justice Research and Statistics Association
(JRSA) to identify the issues involved in gathering this information. 

As background for this report, JRSA is requesting your assistance in assessing the current status of state-level incident reporting
and in raising concerns that affect this situation. Our focus is on the prevalence of state data collection efforts and the
identification of strategies which may be useful for other states. Consequently, although some differences among states may be a
matter of degree, some questions have only Yes/No responses in order to minimize the questionnaire's complexity. Since the
Federal legislation specifies state-level data collection, discrepancies in items such as reporting formats across states are not
critical issues for this study. We encourage you to consult any other relevant agencies and staff in your state for this subject.

Please return this document to JRSA, 444 North Capitol Street, Suite 445, Washington, DC 20001, (202) 624-5269 fax by
no later than June 5th.  If you need a clarification on any questions or additional information, please contact Jim Zepp at JRSA,
(202) 624-8560.  Thank you for your cooperation.

State: ___________________     Agency Name: __________________________________________________

Contact Person: __________________________     Phone: (       ) _____-___________

I. CURRENT STATUS OF DATA SOURCES

1. Does your state have or plan to have within the next two years an Yes No
incident-based reporting system for local law enforcement agencies? 1.

(If Yes, please answer Questions 2 through 6.  If No, please skip to Question 7.)

2. Which of the following best describes this incident-based reporting
system's current level of implementation?  (Check all that apply.)

   a. developing state-wide data standard
   b. implementing data collection among local agencies
   c. applying to FBI for NIBRS data submission certification 
   d. producing incident-based reports but not NIBRS certified
   e. producing incident-based reports and NIBRS certified

2.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

3. If data reports are not currently available from this system, by what date
would any reports be expected?

3. ___________________

4. If data reports are currently available, indicate the percentage of your
state's local jurisdictions that contribute information.  (Check the most
appropriate categories.)

   a. major cities (>50,000 population)
   b. medium to small cities (<50,000 population)
   c. suburban communities
   d. rural areas

4. 25% 50% 75% 100%
a.
b.
c.
d.

0 to 26 to 51 to 76 to
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5. What percentage of all reported crimes in your state do the incident-
based statistics represent? 5. ____%

6. What percentage of law enforcement agencies in your state record 0 to 26 to 51 to 76 to
victim/offender relationship information for non-homicide offenses? 25% 50% 75% 100%

6.

7. Does your state conduct a crime victimization survey? Yes No
7.

Domestic Violence Sexual Violence
Data Reporting Data Reporting

8./9. If yes to Question 7, does it include data on domestic and/or sexual Yes No Yes No
violence incidents? 8. 9.

10./11. Does your state collect domestic and/or sexual violence data from Yes No Yes No
non-UCR reporting systems? 10. 11.

12./13. If yes to Question(s) 10 or 11, please check all of the following that
apply.

   a. protection order registries
   b. protection order issued
   c. child protection services
   d. health care providers (e.g., individual practitioners, hospitals)
   e. higher education institutions
   f.  community corrections (e.g., probation, parole)
   g. corrections (e.g., prison, residential facilities)
   h. state criminal history repository 
   i.  victim services providers
   j.  civil/criminal courts
   k. special databases or flagging systems (e.g., gun registries, child         
sex offender registries)

12. 13.
a. a.
b. b.
c. c.
d. d.
e. e.
f. f.
g. g.
h. h.
i. i.
j. j.
k. k.

14./15. Is your state required to disseminate the domestic and/or sexual Yes No Yes No
violence data that it collects to specific audiences or agencies? 14. 15.

16. If Yes to Question(s) 14 or 15, please identify these audiences or
agencies. (Specify if your comments only apply to one offense type.)

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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II. REPORTING ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE OFFENSES

Domestic Violence Sexual Violence
Data Reporting Data Reporting

17./18. Are annual statistics on domestic and/or sexual violence offenses Yes No Yes No
collected in your state? 17. 18.

(If No, please skip to Question 33.)

19./20. These statistics are produced as part of:  (Check the most
appropriate category.)

   a. aggregate crime statistics (e.g., UCR)
   b. incident-based crime statistics (e.g., NIBRS)
   c  both a. and b. above
   d. other, please specify _____________________________

19. 20.
a. a.
b. b.
c. c.
d. d.

21./22. How are these statistics derived? 

   a. a specific offense code is entered on incident reports a. a.
   b. a non-offense code or special box is marked on incident reports b. b.
   c. violent offenses are sorted by victim-offender relationship c. c.
   d. domestic/sexual violence specific incident forms are collected d. d.
   e. other methods are used for identifying domestic and/or sexual             e. e.
violence cases, please specify
      _____________________________________________________ 

21. Yes No 22. Yes No

23./24. Are victim characteristic data available? 

   a. age a.
   b. race
   c. ethnicity (e.g., Hispanic/Non-Hispanic)
   d. gender
   e. relationship to offender
   f. other, please specify __________________________________

23.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Yes No 24. Yes No

b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

25./26. Are offender characteristic data available?  

   a. age a. a.
   b. race b. b.
   c. ethnicity (e.g., Hispanic/Non-Hispanic) c. c.
   d. gender d. d.
   e. relationship to victim e. e.
   f. other, please specify __________________________________ f. f.

25. Yes No 26. Yes No

27./28. Can the incidents be categorized by related offense information (e.g., Yes No Yes No
murder, aggravated assault, rape, etc.)? 27. 28.
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Domestic Violence Sexual Violence
Data Reporting Data Reporting

29./30. Is any information on related injuries (e.g., apparent broken bones, Yes No Yes No
possible internal injuries, severe lacerations, etc.) available? 29. 30.

31./32. Is any information on weapons used (e.g., handgun, knife, fist, etc.) Yes No Yes No
available? 31. 32.

III. DATA COLLECTION ISSUES

33. Please rate the following data collecting concerns as significant problems
for your state:

   a. lateness of local agency data submissions a.
   b. high error rates in local agency submissions b.
   c. incomplete local agency submissions c.
   d. incompatible automated information systems d.
   e. nonparticipation by local agencies e.
   f.  lack of adequate local agency staff training f.
   g. ambiguous or inconsistent definition(s) of domestic violence offenses g.
   h. ambiguous or inconsistent definition(s) of sexual violence offenses h.
   i. no state authority to collect these data i.
   j. inadequate funding to implement data collection j.

33. Serious Some None

34. What are the major impediments to state-wide collection of
domestic/sexual violence data? (Please specify if comments apply to only one
offense type.)

35. Are there any resource issues that affect or will affect the collection of
domestic/sexual violence data in your state? (Please specify if comments apply
to only one offense type.)
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36. Please briefly describe any strategies that your state has successfully
employed for improving data reporting by agencies.

37. If your state has legal definitions for domestic and/or sexual violence
offenses, please attach a copy.

38. If your state has a legal definition for domestic violence offenses, does it
apply to the following victim groups?  (Check all that apply.)

   a. female spouses
   b. male spouses
   c. same sex partners
   d. common law partners
   e. ex-spouses
   f.  parents
   g. persons having a child in common
   h. boyfriends/girlfriends
   i. ex-boyfriends/girlfriends
   j. children
   k. other, please specify ___________________________________
   l. not applicable

38.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.

39. Does your state's legal definition for sexual violence offenses apply to the
following victim groups?  (Check all that apply.)

            a. adult females
            b. adult males
            c. minors
            d. not applicable

39.
a.
b.
c.
d.

40. Please attach copies of the data forms used for collecting domestic
violence and sexual violence information.

We would also appreciate receiving any recent reports or studies that your state has produced on the incidence of domestic and/or
sexual violence.  Please return this document to JRSA, 444 North Capitol Street, Suite 445, Washington, DC 20001, (202)
624-5269 fax by no later than June 5th.   Thank you again for your help.
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States and Territories Responding to
JRSA Survey on Domestic and Sexual Violence Data Collection
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Arkansas New Hampshire
California New Jersey
Colorado New York
Connecticut North Carolina
Delaware North Dakota
District of Columbia Northern Mariana Islands
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Massachusetts West Virginia
Michigan Wisconsin
Minnesota Wyoming
Missouri
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