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The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) was established by the President and Con-
gress through the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Act of 1974, Public Law 93-415, as
amended. Located within the Office of Justice Programs of the U.S. Department of Justice, OJJDP’s goal is to
provide national leadership in addressing the issues of juvenile delinquency and improving juvenile justice.

OJJDP sponsors a broad array of research, program, and training initiatives to improve the juvenile justice
system as a whole, as well as to benefit individual youth-serving agencies. These initiatives are carried out by
seven components within OJJDP, described below.

Research and Program Development Division Information Dissemination and Planning Unit
develops knowledge on national trends in juvenile informs individuals and organizations of OJJDP
delinquency; supports a program for data collection initiatives; disseminates information on juvenile jus-
and information sharing that incorporates elements tice, delinquency prevention, and missing children;
of statistical and systems development; identifies  and coordinates program planning efforts within
how delinquency develops and the best methods  OJJDP. The unit’s activities include publishing re-
for its prevention, intervention, and treatment; and search and statistical reports, bulletins, and other
analyzes practices and trends in the juvenile justice documents, as well as overseeing the operations of
system. the Juvenile Justice Clearinghouse.

Training and Technical Assistance Divisiorpro- Concentration of Federal Efforts Program pro-
vides juvenile justice training and technical assist- motes interagency cooperation and coordination
ance to Federal, State, and local governments; law among Federal agencies with responsibilities in the
enforcement, judiciary, and corrections personnel; area of juvenile justice. The program primarily carries
and private agencies, educational institutions, and out this responsibility through the Coordinating Coun-
community organizations. cil on Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, an
independent body within the executive branch that
Special Emphasis Divisiorprovides discretionary was established by Congress through the JJIDP Act.
funds to public and private agencies, organizations,
and individuals to replicate tested approachesto  Missing and Exploited Children Program seeks to
delinquency prevention, treatment, and control in ~ promote effective policies and procedures for address-
such pertinent areas as chronic juvenile offenders, ing the problem of missing and exploited children.
community-based sanctions, and the disproportionatEstablished by the Missing Children’s Assistance Act
representation of minorities in the juvenile justice  of 1984, the program provides funds for a variety of

system. activities to support and coordinate a network of re-
sources such as the National Center for Missing and
State Relations and Assistance Divisiosupports Exploited Children; training and technical assistance

collaborative efforts by States to carry out the man- to a network of 43 State clearinghouses, nonprofit
dates of the JJDP Act by providing formula grant  organizations, law enforcement personnel, and attor-
funds to States; furnishing technical assistance to  neys; and research and demonstration programs.
States, local governments, and private agencies;

and monitoring State compliance with the JJDP Act.

OJJDP provides leadership, direction, and resources to the juvenile justice community to help prevent and
control delinquency throughout the country.
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This document was prepared under grant number 90-JD—-CX-K001 from the Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), U.S. Department of Justice.

Points of view or opinions expressed in tthicumentare those of the authors and do not necessarily represent
the official position or policies of OJJDP or the U.S. Department of Justice.

The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention is a component of the Office of Justice
Programs, which also includes the Bureau of Justice Assistance, the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the
National Institute of Justice, and the Office for Victims of Crime.




Preface

This summary integrates the findings of seven data collection and research

phases conducted in the initial assessment of the National Youth Gang Suppres-

sion and Intervention Program. The three primary reports are:
1. Gang Suppression and Intervention: An Assessment.
2. Survey of Youth Gang Problems and Programs in 45 Cities and 6 Sites.

3. Community and Institutional Responses to the Youth Gang Problem: Case
Studies Based on Field Visits and Other Materials.

In view of the complexity of the youth gang problem, to prepare more effec-
tively for prototype development, technical assistance and training, and imple-
mentation, four additional reports were developed:

4. Report of the Law Enforcement Youth Gang Symposium.
5. Law Enforcement Definitional Conference — Transcript.

6. The Youth Gang Problem: Perceptions of Former Youth Gang Influentials.
Transcripts of Two Symposia.

7. Client Evaluation of Youth Gang Services.

The purpose of the initial assessment is to determine the scope of the youth

gang problem, to review the response, and to examine promising approaches for

combating the gang problem.

For availability/ordering information for the reports listed above, as well as
other youth gang reports and products, contact the Juvenile Justice Clearing-
house at 800-638—-8736.
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