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Background
» Male-to-female transgenders (MtF TGs) are at high risk

for HIV infection due to their unique social context.

» Transphobia, akin to homophobia, is defined as

discrimination against TGs from individuals and society,
and 1s often perpetrated against MtF TGs.

Transphobia as an adult

»  “When they get something on TV about transgenders,
they try to make a joke out of it, like it'’s funny.”

*  “I'm transgender, so I have to take this guy that thinks
less of me and wants to beat me up and hit and hurt me
and all that stuff. Because you have to stop and wonder,

 Experience with transphobia can contribute to TGs’ risk- why is he with me...if he can't get a woman and can't
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Recommendations

e Future research with MtF TGs should include interventions

addressing the relationship between transphobia and drug use
and or HIV risk behaviors.

» To minimize transphobia, education should have multi-
dimensional approaches (e.g., in the classroom, via the media,
through policy and legislation).
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