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The Kaiser Family Foundation, based in Menlo Park, California, is a nonprofit,
independent national health care philanthropy and is not associated with Kaiser
Permanente or Kaiser Industries.

Methodology

The Kaiser Family Foundation’s study, Sex Education in America: A View from Inside the
Nation’s Classrooms, is based on a series of national surveys with students and their parents
(1,501 pairs); sex education teachers (1,001); and principals (313). The survey was designed
and analyzed by staff at the Kaiser Family Foundation and Princeton Survey Research
Associates (PSRA).  Field work was conducted by PSRA between February 2 and May 23,
1999.

The principal and teacher samples were designed to represent all public middle, junior, and
senior high schools enrolling grades 7 through 12 in the continental U.S.  Schools were
randomly and proportionally selected from a national database of public schools by type of
school (middle, junior, and senior high). The student–parent survey was conducted using
random digit dialing (RDD) to reach a representative sample of public school students in the 7th

through 12th grade. The overall margins of error for the three surveys are ±6% for principals and
±3% for teachers, students and parents.



THE SAMPLE

Interviews were conducted by telephone between February and May 1999
with nationally-representative samples of...

•  1,501 pairs of public school students in 7th-12th grade and their parents

•  1,001 public school teachers of 7th -12th grade sex education

•    313  public secondary (7th-12th grade) school principals

Chart 1



WHO HAS SEX EDUCATION?

Chart 2
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Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Sex Education in America:  A View from Inside the Nation’s Classrooms, based on a series of national surveys with public
secondary school students and their parents, teachers, and principals, (conducted February-May 1999, released September 26, 2000).



WHEN SHOULD SEX ED START AND,
WHAT SHOULD BE TAUGHT?
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Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Sex Education in America:  A View from Inside the Nation’s Classrooms, based on a series of national surveys with public
secondary school students and their parents, teachers, and principals, (conducted February-May 1999, released September 26, 2000).



HOW LONG SHOULD SEX ED LAST AND,
IS ENOUGH TIME DEVOTED NOW?
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Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Sex Education in America:  A View from Inside the Nation’s Classrooms, based on a series of national surveys with public
secondary school students and their parents, teachers, and principals, (conducted February-May 1999, released September 26, 2000).



THE TYPICAL SEX ED COURSE

Chart 5

Percent of teachers who describe their most recent sex education course as...

55%

85%
81%

74%

Lasting one or
several class periods

Co-ed Part of another course,
usually health

Stressing student
participation

Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Sex Education in America:  A View from Inside the Nation’s Classrooms, based on a series of national surveys with public
secondary school students and their parents, teachers, and principals, (conducted February-May 1999, released September 26, 2000).



MAKING THE GRADE
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Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Sex Education in America:  A View from Inside the Nation’s Classrooms, based on a series of national surveys with public
secondary school students and their parents, teachers, and principals, (conducted February-May 1999, released September 26, 2000).
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THE TYPICAL SEX ED TEACHER
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Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Sex Education in America:  A View from Inside the Nation’s Classrooms, based on a series of national surveys with public
secondary school students and their parents, teachers, and principals, (conducted February-May 1999, released September 26, 2000).



GRADING THE TEACHER
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Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Sex Education in America:  A View from Inside the Nation’s Classrooms, based on a series of national surveys with public
secondary school students and their parents, teachers, and principals, (conducted February-May 1999, released September 26, 2000).
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THE “MAIN MESSAGE”
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Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Sex Education in America:  A View from Inside the Nation’s Classrooms, based on a series of national surveys with public
secondary school students and their parents, teachers, and principals, (conducted February-May 1999, released September 26, 2000).



THE “CORE ELEMENTS” AND OTHER TOPICS
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Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Sex Education in America:  A View from Inside the Nation’s Classrooms, based on a series of national surveys with public
secondary school students and their parents, teachers, and principals, (conducted February-May 1999, released September 26, 2000).



SAFER SEX AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS
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secondary school students and their parents, teachers, and principals, (conducted February-May 1999, released September 26, 2000).



WHAT PARENTS SAY SEX ED SHOULD TEACH
Chart 12
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Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Sex Education in America:  A View from Inside the Nation’s Classrooms, based on a series of national surveys with public
secondary school students and their parents, teachers, and principals, (conducted February-May 1999, released September 26, 2000).



THE GAP BETWEEN WHAT PARENTS WANT
AND SCHOOLS TEACH

Chart 13
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Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Sex Education in America:  A View from Inside the Nation’s Classrooms, based on a series of national surveys with public
secondary school students and their parents, teachers, and principals, (conducted February-May 1999, released September 26, 2000).



MIXED MESSAGES
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Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Sex Education in America:  A View from Inside the Nation’s Classrooms, based on a series of national surveys with public
secondary school students and their parents, teachers, and principals, (conducted February-May 1999, released September 26, 2000).



TOP TEN TOPICS STUDENTS SAY
THEY NEED TO KNOW MORE ABOUT

Chart 15
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Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Sex Education in America:  A View from Inside the Nation’s Classrooms, based on a series of national surveys with public
secondary school students and their parents, teachers, and principals, (conducted February-May 1999, released September 26, 2000).
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