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INTRODUCTION

EPIDEMIOLOGIC STUDIES HAVE taken very different approaches to studying sexual com-
pared to physical abuse in childhood. In the case of sexual abuse, the vast majority of studies
have uncovered cases by asking adults retrospectively about their childhood experiences (for
a review and listing, see Finkelhor, 1994). By contrast, many studies of physical abuse simply
ask parents directly about contemporaneous acts of violence that they or other adults may
have committed against their children (usually in the last year), something never done in
regard to sexual abuse (for a review and listing, see Yodanis & Straus, 1995). The big
advantage of the contemporaneous approach is that it gathers current information, less subject
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