Final Exam Take Home Essay Pols. 390 “Political Inquiry and Analysis” (section 1)

Prof. Chadwick

Essay is due Tuesday, May 8th 11:45 AM, either by email to chadwick@hawaii.edu (Subject line: “Take Home Essay Exam”), or paper copy in my mailbox in the Political Science Department office (Saunders 640), or slip it under my door (Saunders 619).  Do not come to the classroom during the exam time scheduled; I won’t be there.

I plan to be in my office all day Tuesday May 8th to talk with you about your grade, missing materials (especially any exams, the report and/or its revision.  You will not get full credit but I will permit make-ups for these materials.  You may also call me anytime and leave voicemail if I’m not in, to schedule an appointment between now and exam day: 956-7180.

Prof. Chadwick

Essay

Answer all questions below.  Take about a typewritten page (350 words plus or minus) to answer each of the three).  The easiest way to do this is just use this page and fill it in with your answer below each question, then mail this document to me as an attachment or just copy and paste it directly into your email.  I’m not fussy about the format.

Question 1.  Briefly describe in your own words the three major paradigms (political philosophy, political science, and political action (applied politics).   Include a description of what their major goals and methods are, and illustrate each with an example.  Use text and lecture material as appropriate.

Question 2.  Recall the relationships described in lectures, between political stability, social justice, repression, and fear.  As a political scientist, briefly describe how would you go about testing the validity of the hypothesized relationships between any two of these variables?  Use the chapters in Johnson and Reynolds on “univariate” and “bivariate relations” to help you (e.g., describe in a sentence or two how you would construct indexes for the two variables, a sentence or two on data collection, and a few sentences on how you would reach a conclusion).

Question 3.  What dangers are there in ignoring one or more of these paradigms for a practical politician?  Using Easton’s idea of politics as all about managing demands and gaining or maintaining support by making decisions and implementing policies, describe how a politician might make mistakes by ignoring or misusing products produced by the other paradigms, such as empirical theories and political philosophies about how governments should be organized and for what purposes.  Use examples from lectures and the texts, including Dahl and Steinbrickner’s. 

