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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  UHM Deans and Directors 
 
FROM:  Colleen O. Sathre 
  Vice President for Planning and Policy 
 
SUBJECT: AVERAGE TIME TO DEGREE AT UHM 
 
There are two ways to analyze degree completion:  (1) average years to graduate (typically referred to as 
graduation rates), and (2) time to degree.  For a number of years, we have been preparing graduation 
rate reports for UHM.  We would now like to share with you an analysis of:  “average time to degree” by 
UHM college/school and program. 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 

“Average years to graduate” (graduation rate) is the average number of years within a 
designated period of time (usually a 6-year period) it takes an entering cohort to graduate.  UHM 
graduation rates for 4-, 5-, and 6-year periods, and as compared with peer and benchmark 
institutions, are available on-line at:  http://www.hawaii.edu/iro/. 

 
“Time to degree” is the average years it takes a graduating class to receive their degree(s).  
This analysis tracks graduates backward from the time of graduation to the time of their first 
enrollment at the campus, calculates individual time to degree for each graduate, and computes 
the average time to degree.  The population under analysis is the graduating class (in this case, 
Spring 2001 baccalaureate degree recipients.) 

 
THE STUDY 
 
The Institutional Research Office (IRO) has analyzed the UHM Spring 2001 graduating class to find time 
to degree for each undergraduate recipient.  Students earning multiple degrees were included multiple 
times in the analysis, once for each degree earned.  This analysis included first-time students and 
transfers.  Note that including transfer students affects a college’s average.  If a college had many 
transfer students, this would tend to shorten the average time to degree, while colleges with fewer 
transfer students and more first-timers may have a longer time to degree average. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
The average time to degree for undergraduate degree recipients in Spring 2001 was 4.7 years.  The 
averages ranged from 3.7 years for the School of Social Work, to 5.7 years for the School of Nursing.  
Students in four colleges graduated, on average, within the traditional 4-year time period (i.e., average 
time to degree of less than 4.5 years):  the School of Social Work (3.7 years), the School of Travel 
Industry Management (4.0 years), the College of Business Administration (4.1 years), and the School of 
Hawaiian, Asian, and Pacific Studies (4.2 years).  See the enclosed graph and table for detailed 
college/school and program information. 
 
I wish to thank Director Sharyn Nakamoto and the IRO staff for taking on this project despite being short 
staffed.  As always, comments and suggestions are welcome and can be forwarded to me or directly to 
Sharyn at sharynn@hawaii.edu. 
 
Enclosures 
c:  President Dobelle     Deane Neubauer     Sharyn Nakamoto     Karl Kim      Denise Konan     Joanne Clark        OVPPP managers 

[ To preserve print quality the following memo has been recreated;  a signed copy is available from OVPPP. ] 



Average Time to Undergraduate Degree, by College
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa

 Spring 2001

Institutional Research Office, University of Hawai‘i, November 2001.
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Average Time to Degree
Undergraduate Degrees, by Program

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
Spring 2001

Major

Avg Time
to

Degree 
(years) Min Max Number

Total 4.7  1.0  28.0  1060  

Colleges of Arts and Sciences 4.8  1.0  26.5  478  

College of Arts and Humanities 5.3  1.5  26.5  70  
American Studies 4.8  3.0  8.0  4  
Art (BA) 3.4  2.5  5.5  7  
Art, Studio (BFA) 6.5  3.0  26.5  15  
Dance 4.0  3.0  5.0  2  
Dance Theatre 12.0  12.0  12.0  1  
History 4.2  2.0  8.0  15  
Music (BA) 7.6  2.0  17.0  4  
Music (BMUS) 6.0  6.0  6.0  1  
Philosophy 4.8  4.0  5.5  3  
Religion 4.7  3.0  7.0  3  
Speech 5.4  1.5  11.0  10  
Theatre 5.0  3.0  7.0  5  

College of Languages, Linguistics and Literature 4.5  2.0  14.0  70  
Chinese 4.6  3.0  6.0  5  
English 4.6  2.0  14.0  35  
French 4.0  2.0  5.0  3  
Hawaiian 3.9  3.0  6.0  4  
Japanese 4.7  2.5  7.5  18  
Korean 5.0  5.0  5.0  1  
Spanish 3.4  2.0  5.0  4  

College of Natural Sciences 5.0  1.5  14.0  93  
Biology (BA) 5.0  3.0  7.0  26  
Biology (BS) 5.0  3.0  7.0  8  
Chemistry (BA) 5.0  4.0  6.0  2  
Chemistry (BS) 4.0  4.0  4.0  2  
Computers Science 5.4  2.0  14.0  27  
Information and Computer Science 6.5  5.0  9.0  4  
Mathematics (BA) 3.4  1.5  7.0  4  
Mathematics (BS) 4.0  2.5  5.0  5  
Microbiology (BA) 4.0  2.5  5.0  4  
Microbiology (BS) 5.0  5.0  5.0  1  
Physics (BS) 4.8  3.5  6.0  2  
Zoology (BA) 4.6  3.0  7.0  7  
Zoology (BS) 4.0  4.0  4.0  1  

College of Social Sciences 4.7  1.0  25.0  206  
Anthropology 4.1  3.0  6.0  7  
Communication 4.3  2.0  13.0  31  
Economics 5.3  2.0  14.5  16  
Ethnic Studies 4.4  3.0  6.0  7  
Geography 5.6  2.0  15.0  9  
Journalism 5.8  2.0  20.5  20  
Political Science 5.6  1.0  25.0  28  
Psychology 4.2  2.0  9.0  50  
Sociology 4.3  1.5  12.0  38  

Other Arts and Sciences 4.4  1.5  11.0  39  
Liberal Studies 4.4  1.5  11.0  39  

School of Hawaiian, Asian and Pacific Studies 4.2  2.0  6.0  14  
Asian Studies 3.3  2.0  4.0  5  
Hawaiian Studies 4.7  2.5  6.0  9  



Average Time to Degree
Undergraduate Degrees, by Program

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
Spring 2001

Major

Avg Time
to

Degree 
(years) Min Max Number

School of Ocean, Earth Science and Technology 5.1  2.5  11.5  7  
Geology and Geophysics 3.8  2.5  5.0  3  
Meteorology 6.0  3.5  11.5  4  

School of Architecture 5.5  4.0  8.0  15  
Architecture 5.5  4.0  8.0  15  

College of Business Administration 4.1  1.5  12.0  181  
Accounting 3.9  2.0  8.0  37  
Finance 3.8  1.5  6.0  40  
Human Resources Management 3.8  2.0  5.0  6  
International Business 4.3  3.5  5.0  5  
Management 5.4  2.0  12.0  8  
Management Information Systems 4.5  1.5  7.0  45  
Marketing 4.0  2.0  9.0  38  
Real Estate 4.0  3.0  5.0  2  

School of Travel Industry Management 4.0  2.0  8.0  29  
Travel Industry Management (BS) 4.0  2.0  8.0  29  

College of Education 5.0  1.5  19.0  136  
Elementary Education 5.7  1.5  12.0  6  
Elementary Education, Dance 5.0  5.0  5.0  1  
Elementary Education, Early Childhood Education 4.8  3.5  7.0  6  
Elementary Education, Family Resources 7.3  4.0  15.0  8  
Elementary Education, Hawaiian and Foreign Language 4.5  4.0  5.0  2  
Elementary Education, Hawaiian Studies 5.1  2.0  11.0  10  
Elementary Education, History 9.5  9.5  9.5  1  
Elementary Education, Language Arts 7.0  7.0  7.0  1  
Elementary Education, Mathematics 5.0  5.0  5.0  1  
Elementary Education, Music 5.0  5.0  5.0  1  
Elementary Education, Psychology 5.0  5.0  5.0  2  
Elementary Education, Science 4.3  2.0  7.0  10  
Elementary Education, Special Education 4.9  2.0  19.0  44  
Kinesiology and Leisure Science, Health/Exercise Science 4.6  3.0  6.0  7  
Kinesiology and Leisure Science, Recreation and Leisure Science (REC4) 3.5  3.0  4.0  2  
Secondary Education, Biological Science 5.0  5.0  5.0  1  
Secondary Education, English 4.1  2.5  7.0  8  
Secondary Education, General Science 3.7  2.0  5.0  3  
Secondary Education, Hawaiian 4.5  4.0  5.0  2  
Secondary Education, Hawaiian Studies 6.0  6.0  6.0  1  
Secondary Education, Industrial Arts 6.0  5.0  7.0  3  
Secondary Education, Marketing 6.0  6.0  6.0  1  
Secondary Education, Music 5.3  5.0  6.0  4  
Secondary Education, Physical Education 4.6  3.0  7.0  8  
Secondary Education, Physics 11.0  11.0  11.0  1  
Secondary Education, Vocational Home Economics 5.5  5.0  6.0  2  

College of Engineering 4.6  2.5  8.0  37  
Civil Engineering 4.7  4.0  5.5  8  
Electrical Engineering 4.3  2.5  8.0  15  
Mechanical Engineering 4.9  3.0  7.0  14  

College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources 5.0  2.0  28.0  77  
Agriculture 3.5  3.5  3.5  1  
Animal Science 4.3  3.5  5.0  2  
Biosystems Engineering 4.0  4.0  4.0  1  
Family Resources 5.0  2.0  28.0  38  
Fashion Design and Merchandising 4.3  2.0  9.0  14  
Food Science and Human Nutrition 5.7  2.0  12.0  20  
Horticulture, Tropical 4.0  4.0  4.0  1  
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School of Medicine 4.5  2.0  16.0  14  
Medical Technology 4.3  3.0  6.0  3  
Speech Pathology and Audiology 4.6  2.0  16.0  11  

School of Nursing 5.7  2.0  13.0  59  
Dental Hygiene 5.9  3.5  13.0  22  
Nursing, Professional (NURSP) 2.0  2.0  2.0  1  
Nursing, Upper Division (NURSU) 5.7  3.0  12.0  36  

School of Social Work 3.7  2.0  9.0  13  
Social Work 3.7  2.0  9.0  13  

Institutional Research Office, University of Hawai‘i, January 16, 2002




