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LIS 610: Introduction to Library and 
Information Science
Summer 2008
Summer 2008: Meets weekdays June 16 - July 4, 2008, 1:00pm - 3:40pm in Bilger 319

Instructor: Joyce Yukawa
Voicemail: TBA
Email:jyukawa@comcast.net
Office: TBA
Office Hours: before/after class & by appointment

Course Description
This course introduces students to the field of library and information science, and where those fields fit 
in the overall information infrastructure. We consider the historical context and discuss the present and 
future of libraries and information centers in a changing technological world. Topics include: 
information seeking behavior, diverse user needs, information organization and access, characteristics of 
the information professions, information ethics, intellectual freedom and intellectual property, as well as 
national and international library development.

Prerequisite: None

Registered students please email me to get access to the course website for a full description of course 
assignments and reading lists. Please note that there are assigned readings due the first day of class.
You can also work on the first assignment, Informal Survey, before class begins. Please see the 
instructions at the end of this document.

Core Competencies Addressed
Professional Ethics
Resource Building
Knowledge Organization
Technological Knowledge
Knowledge Dissemination--Service
Knowledge Inquiry--Research
Social, Historical, and Cultural Context

Program Learning Objectives Addressed
This introductory survey course addresses the following objectives of the LIS Program, enabling 
students to:

Demonstrate an understanding of the history, philosophy, principles, policies and ethics of library 
and information science and technology.
Demonstrate an understanding of the development, organization, and communication of 
knowledge.
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Apply basic competencies and knowledge that are essential for providing, managing, and 
designing information services in a variety of information environments.
Demonstrate an understanding of the development and interrelationship of librarianship and 
information science.
Demonstrate theoretical understanding of and basic competencies in storage, retrieval, 
dissemination, utilization and evaluation of information sources.
Demonstrate the professional attitudes and the interpersonal and interdisciplinary skills needed to 
communicate and collaborate with colleagues and information users.

Professional Expectations
All students in the Program are expected to become familiar with and adhere to the Professional 
Expectations posted at http://www.hawaii.edu/slis/students/profexp.html

Course Objectives
The student will be able to:

Gain a broad understanding of the field of library and information science, and where those fields 
fit in the overall information infrastructure.
Explore the rich possibilities of practice available in the field.
Become aware of the primary research areas for information science.
Develop knowledge of the basic elements of information access and information organization.
Develop an understanding of users and uses of library services.
Develop a conceptual framework for understanding the relations between technological 
developments and the changing nature of the profession.
Develop an awareness of the primary ethical, economic and policy issues/challenges of the library 
and information professions.
On a personal level, understand the potential scope and dimensions of the careers for which they 
are preparing, in order to perceive their own pathways to meaningful and rewarding work.

Teaching Method
My role as a learning facilitator is to structure learning activities, support diversity of experience and 
talent, challenge others and myself to new ways of thinking, and nourish creativity in order to facilitate a 
transformative learning process. This involves:

Small group and whole group discussion aimed at critical/creative inquiry and reflection
Group collaboration and problem solving
Interactive lectures
Blended learning involving face-to-face and online interaction

Research Methods
The Informal Survey assignment familiarizes students with survey research. The Journal Review and 
Analysis assignment familiarizes students with current literature in the field and related areas.

Requirements
Course Assignments and Scoring
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Assignment Points Due Date
Informal Survey 10 June 18
Journal Review and Analysis Paper 20 June 23
Issue Presentation (in groups) 30 June 25-July 2
Final Paper 25 July 3
Class Participation 15 Throughout the class

Letter Grades

A+ A A- B+ B B- C+ C C-
98-100 94-97 90-93 86-89 82-85 78-81 74-77 70-73 65-69

Late work will not be accepted unless there are special circumstances requiring consideration. In such 
cases, the instructor will decide on the action to be taken after consultation with the individual student.

Required Text
Rubin, R. (2004). Foundations of library and information science (2nd ed.). New York: Neal 
Schuman.

Other required readings are noted in the course schedule.

Optional Text
Battles, M. (2003). Library: An unquiet history. New York: W. W. Norton.

Technology Requirements
In this course, you will be expected to accomplish the following:

Post and respond to messages using email.
Create and edit wiki pages on the class wiki.
Produce reports on either a Mac or PC word processing program.
Use various databases including library online catalogs and internet sources.
Create presentations using PowerPoint or other presentation applications.

Guidelines for Assignments
Note: This is just one of several major assignments.

Journal Review and Analysis Paper

Overview

File naming: Please name your file beginning with your last name, e.g. yukawa-journal-review.
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From the list of professional publications and websites provided below, select one and analyze it to 
determine the audience, focus and key issues of importance addressed in the publication.

Due date: June 23, 2008

Points: 25 points (25% of grade)

Instructions

Choose one professional publication (or website) from the list. Review every article from 2007. If the 
articles are too numerous, skim as needed to gain a understanding of the coverage. As you review the 
articles, note the following:

What is the focus of the publication? What is its purpose?
Who is the audience for the publication?
What are the key issues the organization/publication considers to be important?
Which future trends does this organization identify as important?
What is the relevance of this publication to library and information science?
Why might an LIS professional choose to read this publication?

Prepare a paper of 4-6 pages summarizing and analyzing your results. This paper should be more than a 
list of issues. It should synthesize your findings and stimulate the reader (and writer, hopefully) to think 
about the future of the profession. Please cite specific articles to support your findings.

The paper should use the APA style format. There are APA citation style guides available in the UHM 
Hamilton Library or online (see APA Citation Style Guides).

Assessment Criteria

Required Basic Elements

Follows the assignment as detailed above.
Provides full and accurate bibliographic citations for all sources.
Provides appropriate internal attribution for intellectual property (references) using APA style.

Content

Describes the journal that has been reviewed, including background on the intended audience, the
journal’s purpose and focus, and relevance to the library/information science profession.
Identifies and synthesizes the key issues that have been discussed in the issues reviewed from the 
selected journal.
Identifies and synthesizes future trends or issues noted or implied in the journal.
Provides substantial content and analysis within the length restraints of the paper.

Organization

Shows logical development of ideas and clear organization throughout the paper.
Individual paragraphs are well-organized and logical.

Writing

Exhibits the characteristics of good writing: engaging opening and closing; clear transitions; 
interesting, varied and logical sentences; and an overall tone that enhances the purpose of the 
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paper.
Is nearly error-free in grammar, punctuation and spelling.
Has been proofread and corrections made before class.

Assessment Scale

24-25 Points: Paper demonstrates outstanding work.
22-23 points: Excellent work but has minor lapses in one or two characteristics that bring the 
paper close to the outstanding standard described above.
20-21 points: Good solid work but has some lapses in content, organization, clarity, richness of 
detail, voice or style.
18-10 points: Satisfactory work that covers the topic but content needs greater use of specific 
examples rather than generalities; may have problems with the writing and logical flow or 
development of ideas.
17 points or below: Unsatisfactory work that exhibits major problems, usually associated with 
any of the following:

Omits important content or sources.
Fails to fulfill the basic requirements of the assignment.
Fails to provide citation support.
Statements throughout the paper have little or no supporting detail.
Has technical writing issues, including:
Punctuation, spelling and grammar errors
Poor vocabulary or weak word choice
Sentences that are almost identical in structure and length.

Selected Professional Periodicals in Library Databases

American Archivist (print only)
American Libraries (online in Academic Search Premier)
Cataloging and Classification Quarterly (online in Haworth Press Journals)
College & Research Libraries (print only)
Computers in Libraries (online in Academic Search Premier)
Information Outlook (print only)
Journal of Academic Librarianship (online in Academic Search Premier)
Journal of the American Society for Information Science and Technology (print and online in 
Wiley InterScience Journals)
Library Hi Tech (print and online in Emerald Management Xtra 95)
Library Journal (online in Academic Search Premier)
Library Quarterly (print only)
Library Trends (print only)
Online (online in Academic Search Premier)
Public Libraries (print only)
Reference and User Services Quarterly(online in Academic Search Premier)
School Library Journal(online in Academic Search Premier)
Technicalities (print only)

Selected Open Access Journals

Ariadne
Communications in Information Literacy
D-Lib Magazine
EQ: Educause Quarterly Online
E-JASL: The Electronic Journal of Academic and Special Librarianship
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First Monday
Evidence Based Library and Information Practice
IFLA Journal
Information Research
IRIE: International Review of Information Ethics
Journal of Digital Information
Journal of Information Literacy (JIL)
Library and Information Research: Research Into Practice for Information and Library Services
Library Philosophy and Practice
LIBRES: Library and Information Science Research Electronic Journal
School Library Media Research

Course Schedule (subject to change)

Session 
& Date Topics Readings & Assignments Due

Session 1 
June 16

Introductions

Course 
overview
What is 
library and 
information 
science?
Searching 
workshop
(as needed)

Readings due:

Rubin, Ch. 1
Optional but highly recommended: Battles, Matthew. Library: 
An unquiet history. New York: W.W. Norton, 2003. Read the 
entire book before the first class session. Don't worry about 
the details; enjoy a well-written view of the history of libraries.
American Library Association, Library Bill of Rights.
Gorman, M. (2002). The value and values of libraries.
Bell, S. (2007). Tools every searcher should know and use. 
Online (Weston, Conn.), 31(5), 22-7. Available via Academic 
Search Premier.
Optional: Foundations of LIS readings; Information seeking 
readings

In class:

Issue Presentation sign up

Session 2 
June 17

History & 
context of 
libraries

Readings due:

Rubin, Ch. 7
Optional: History readings

Session 3 
June 18

Types of 
libraries & 
information 
work
Digital 
librarianship

Readings due:

Rubin, Ch. 3 & 9

Public Agenda. (2006).Long overdue: A freshlook at public 
and leadership attitudes about libraries in the 21st century. 
Read "5 Things Civic Leaders Should Know About Libraries 
and the Public." and "2-Page Summary".
Choi, Y. & Rasmussen, E. (2006). What is needed to educate 
future digital librarians: A study of current practice and 
staffing patterns in academic and research libraries. D-Lib 
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Magazine 12(9). Retrieved May 2, 2008.
Optional: Types of libraries & information work readings

Session 4 
June 19

History & 
context of 
information 
science
Meeting user 
needs 
through ICT

Readings due:

Rubin, Ch. 2
Saracevic, T. (1999). Information science. Journal of the 
American Society for Information Science, 50(12):1051–1063.
Fox, S. (2005). Digital Divisions. Pew Internet & American 
Life Project.
Optional: Information science & user needs readings

Assignments due:

Informal Survey

Session 5 
June 20

Systems 
dimensions 
of 
information 
work
Organization 
of 
information
Information 
architecture

Readings due:

Rubin, Ch. 6
Clerwall, C. (2003). Information architecture: A descriptive 
overview. In: Pettersson, J.S. (ed.) Human IT 2003. Karlstad 
University Studies, Karlstad University. 93-110.
Knowlton, S. A. (2005). Three decades since Prejudices and 
Antipathies: A study of changes in the Library of Congress 
subject headings. Cataloging and Classification Quarterly, 
40(2): 123. 
Optional: Systems dimensions of information work readings

Session 6 
June 23

Collection 
dimensions 
of 
information 
work
Collection 
development
Changes in 
scholarly 
publishing: 
Open access
Library's 
changing 
role in the 
information 
cycle

Readings due:

Library collection development policies
UH Manoa Library Collection Policy Statements. Read 
the Introduction, several of the Policy Statements (not 
all, as there are too many!), and the Related Policy 
Statements.
UH Hilo Edwin H. Mookini Library Collection 
Development Policy
State of Hawai`i, Board of Education, Hawai`i State 
Public Library System Collection Development Policy
Minneapolis Public Library Collection Development 
Policy

Huynh, A. (2004). Background essay on collection 
development, evaluation, and management for public libraries. 
Current Studies in Librarianship 28(1/2). PDF download: 
http://www.box.net/shared/w0dfmsikgg
Jeske, M. (2006). Who knows what the future will bring? Get 
prepared! Colorado Libraries, 32(2),14-18. PDF download: 
http://www.box.net/shared/huszpgcg00
Sale, A. (2007). A challenge for the library acquisitions 
budget. D-Lib Magazine 13(5/6). Retrieved May 2, 2008. 
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Optional: Collection dimensions of information work readings
Assignments due:

Journal Review and Analysis Paper

Session 7 
June 24

Human 
dimensions 
of 
information 
work
Reference & 
information 
services
Social 
informatics

Readings due:

Campbell, J. D. (2006). Changing a cultural icon: The 
academic library as a virtual destination. Educause Review, 
41(1), 16-31.
Curran, K.,Murray, M., & Christian, M. (2007). Taking the 
information to the public through Library 2.0. Library Hi 
Tech, 25(2), 288-297. Available via Emerald Fulltext.
Penka, J. T. (2003). The technological challenges of digital 
reference: An overview. D-Lib Magazine, 9(2). Retrieved 
May 2, 2008.
Ross, C. S. (2007). The reference interview: Why it needs to 
be used in every (well, almost every) reference transaction. 
Reference & User Services Quarterly, 43(1), 38-4. Available 
via Library Literature database.
Optional: Human dimensions of information work readings

Session 8 
June 25

Access and 
literacy

Readings due:

Wohlmuth, S. R. & McCook, K.D.L.P. (2004). Equity of 
Access: Igniting a Passion for Change, June 2004.
Marcum, D. & Stone, E. (1991). Literacy: The library legacy. 
American Libraries, 22, 202-205. Available online through 
Academic Search Premier.
Optional: Access and literacy readings

Assignments due:

Issue Presentation
Panel 1 handout
Panel 1 bibliography

Session 9 
June 26

Censorship 
and 
intellectual 
freedom

Readings due:

Rubin, Ch. 5
American Library Association, The Freedom to Read 
Statement
Optional: Censorship readings

Assignments due:

Issue Presentation
Panel 2 handout
Panel 2 bibliography
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Session 
10 June 
27

Copyright 
and 
intellectual 
property

Readings due:

Rubin, Ch. 4
Review this resource: Questions & Answers on Copyright for 
the Campus Community.
Henderson, C. C. Libraries as creatures of copyright: Why 
librarians care about intellectual property law and policy.
Crews, K. D. (2000). Fair-use: Overview and meaning for 
higher education. Copyright Management Center.
Optional: Copyright readings

Assignments due:

Issue Presentation
Panel 3 handout
Panel 3 bibliography

Session 
11 June 
30

Privacy and 
the First 
Amendment

Readings due:

Doyle, Charles. PDF: Libraries and the USA Patriot Act, 
February 26, 2003.
Optional: Privacy readings

Assignments due:

Issue Presentation
Panel 4 handout
Panel 4 bibliography

Session 
12 July 1

Access to 
government 
information

Readings due:

Open the Government.org. PDF: Secrecy Report Card 2006.
Explore the National Security Archives, and read “about” to
gain a quick understanding of the project.
GODORT, Key principles on government information.
Garvin, P. (2007). Checking in on the tortoise: Developments 
on the U.S. Federal Web. Online (Weston, Conn.), 31(6), 
22-5. Available via Academic Search Premier.
Sinclair, G. (2007).No secrets @ your library: How 
government secrecy affects libraries." DttP, 35(2), 38-44. 
Available via Sinclair Government Documents Library.
Optional: Government information readings

Assignments due:

Issue Presentation
Panel 5 handout
Panel 5 bibliography
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Session 
13 July 2

Our 
profession: 
Ethics, 
associations, 
literature

Readings due:

Rubin, Ch. 8 and 10 and 95-117.
Mulvaney, J. P., et. al. (2006). The crux of our crisis. 
American Libraries, 37(6), 38-40. Available via Academic 
Search Premier.
One of the following ethics statements will be assigned to each 
student prior to class. The expectation is that you will 
familiarize yourself with it in order to facilitate an intelligent 
class discussion:

American Library Association Code of Ethics
Special Libraries Association Competencies for 
Information Professionals of the 21st Century
Medical Library Association Code of Ethics for Health 
Sciences Librarianship
Society of American Archivists Code of Ethics for 
Archivists
American Society for Information Science and 
Technology Professional Guidelines
Association of Independent Information Professionals 
Code of Ethical Business Practice
American Association of Law Libraries Ethical 
Principles

Optional: LIS profession readings

Assignments due: None

Session 
14 July 3

The future of 
libraries and 
the LIS 
profession

Readings due:

St. Lifer, E. & Oder, N. (2001). What public libraries must do 
to survive. Library Journal, April 2001, 60. Available via 
Academic Search Premier.
Ray, K. L. PDF: The postmodern library in an age of 
assessment, ACRL Tenth National Conference, Denver, 2001.
Lance, K. L. (2002). What research tells us about the 
importance of school libraries, White House Conference on 
School Libraries, 2002.
Orman, G. E. G.. (1999). The future for library science 
education. Libri, 49, 1-30.

Optional: Future of libraries and the LIS profession readings

Assignments due:

Final Paper

Assignment 1: Informal Survey
Overview
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File naming: Please name your file beginning with your last name, e.g. yukawa-survey.

The final product is a written report describing your findings and any conclusions you have drawn from 
those findings. The resulting paper will probably be 4-6 pages long.

Due: June 18, 2008

Points: 10 (10% of grade)

Instructions

Make copies of the survey questions below. (You'll need to format them with better layout and 
organization to make the questions easier to read.) Select ten or more people and ask each of them the 
survey questions. Use a separate copy of the form for each person interviewed. Fill in the form as the 
person answers. Jot down any relevant comments. Record the responses accurately. You may interview 
more people, if you wish. You may choose family members, friends, co-workers, students or strangers. 
You may include any age group. Summarize the results for each question, including personal data. 
Representing data graphically is an excellent way to present your results.Tables are easy to construct 
using Excel or in Word. Come to class prepared to share and discuss your findings and to compare them 
to others' results.

Survey questions 

1. How often do you obtain information on the Internet?
a) Daily; b) At least weekly; c) At least monthly; d) Several times a year; e) Never

2. How frequently do you use the library to borrow books?
a) Weekly; b) Monthly; c) Several times a year; d) At least once a year; e) Not even once a year; f) 
Never have used; g) Used to go, but no longer do

3. How frequently do you use the library to get assistance with research?
a) Weekly; b) Monthly; c) Several times a year; d) At least once a yeary; e) Not even once a year; f) 
Never have used; g) Used to go, but no longer do

4. The next time you need a source/place for information, which would be your first choice?
a) Search engine; b) Physical library; c) Online library; d) Physical bookstore; e) Online bookstore; f) A 
person

5. When I want to read a book for fun, I usually:
a) Buy one; b) Borrow it from a friend or family member; c) Check it out from the library; d) Read a 
book I already have; e) Don't read for pleasure.

Personal data 

6. Age group:
a) under 13; b) 14-18; c) 19-23; d) 24-35; e) 35 - 50; f) 51 - 65; g) over 65

7. I consider myself:
a) a K-12 student; b) a college/university student c) a fulltime employee; d) a retiree; e) other

8. Gender:
a) Female; b) Male.


