
LIS 681 
Books and Media for Children 

Spring 2009 
 
Spring 2009:  Meets Mondays starting January   , 5:00 – 
7:40 p.m. in Post  
 
Instructor:  Nälani Naluai, Adjunct Faculty Member 
Voicemail: 843-3445; Fax: 842-460
Email: nanaluai@ksbe.edu 
Office hours:  by appointment 
 
Course Description: 
This course is designed to guide students in developing principles and methods of 
selecting and evaluating literature in various genres for children and become familiar 
with current issues in the field of children’s literature.  The course will also introduce 
students to various methods of using children’s literature to enrich curriculum and 
examine the important role children’s literature plays in child development. Various 
resources available on children’s books and media will also be shared along with 
biographical information on authors and illustrators.  A database of students’ book 
presentations will be compiled into an extensive bibliography, which will serve as an 
invaluable resource from which students can both draw and build upon. 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Core Competencies Addressed 

• Resource building: creation, evaluation, selection of collections of information; 
storing information. 

• Knowledge dissemination—Service: concepts, principles and techniques that 
facilitate information access for users, interaction with users to provide 
consultation or guidance in use of information resources, assessment of user 
needs, diversity in user needs. 

• Knowledge accumulation—Education and Lifelong Learning:  principles and 
techniques dealing with consultation and guidance to users; application of basic 
learning theories, instructional methods, and achievement measures to learning 
situations; importance of continuing education. 

 
Program Learning Objectives Addressed 
This course addresses the following objectives of the LIS Program enabling students to… 

• to understand the philosophy, principles and ethics of 
library & information studies 

• to understand the development and communication of 
knowledge 

• to attain basic competencies and knowledge that are 
essential for providing, managing, and designing 



information services in a variety of information 
environments 

• to understand the theories and processes involved in 
retrieval, dissemination, and utilization of 
information sources 

to understand the attitudes and interpersonal skills needed 
to communicate with colleagues and information users 
Professional Expectations 
All students in the Program are expected to become familiar with and adhere to the 
Professional Expectations posted at http://www.hawaii.edu/slis/students/profex.html  
 
Course Objectives 
The student will be able to… 

• develop principles and methods for selecting and evaluating children’s literature 
• use children’s literature to enrich lessons and curriculum 
• become familiar with current issues of children’s literature 
• recognize the role literature plays in child development 
• create a bibliographic database of resources used in throughout the semester 

which includes information about authors and illustrators 
 
Teaching Method 
Methods of teaching will include exposure to children’s literature from 
classic to modern through… 

• Teaching demonstrations and lectures 
• Class discussion 
• Guest speakers 
• Student presentations 
• Readings and written assignments   
• Differentiated instruction strategies that incorporate 

the multiple intelligences  
 
Research Methods 
The following research methods are incorporated in assignments: 

• Action research 
• Content analysis 
• Instructional design 
• Pre-post testing 

 
Requirements 
Course Assignments and Scoring 
 
Opinion Paper, assignment #1 (5 pts) 
2-page opinion paper on the importance of children’s 
literature.  Your paper should refer to at least two (2) 
credible resources.  



 
PowerPoint Presentations, assignments #2 – #12 (10 pts 
each) 
Eleven (11) book reviews (1 per week) will be written then 
presented in class the following week by each student.  
Book type will correlate with the topic of the assignment 
date.  All written work and oral presentations will be 
graded according to a rubric.  Each student’s work will 
become a part of a compendium of stories that can be used 
as a resource for library media specialists and teachers.  
Electronic copies of written work must be uploaded to the 
instructor via drop.io, an online file sharing service, 
which is private and free, no later than 1 day after the 
class.  (Example: assignment date 1/26, presentation date 
2/02, upload deadline 2/03.  One point will be deducted for 
each day the assignment is late.) 
 
Requirements, cont. 
 
Lesson Plan Presentation, assignments #13 & #14 (10 pts 
each) 
Create and present two (2) lesson plans that correlate with 
two of your book reviews.  
 
Essay, assignment #15 (10 pts) 
5 page paper addressing the following questions: 

1. What are the benefits of using literature as a 
resource for pleasure and instruction? 

2. What kinds of literary knowledge do librarians need 
and how can librarians nurture children’s response to 
literature? 

3. What principles should you consider when selecting 
literature that addresses the challenges that children 
encounter? 

4. How will you, as a teacher/librarian in Hawai`i, use 
books that are representative of other cultures? 

5. What are the most significant values of children’s 
literature in children’s lives? 

 
Student Attendance & Participation (10 pts) 
These points will be based on the student’s attendance and 
active participation during in-class discussions. 
 

Assignments Points Date due 
#1 05 pts.             

=     5 
2-page Opinion paper 

#2 - #12 10 pts. each x 11 PowerPoint notes and 



= 110 oral presentation 

#13 - #14 10 pts. each x   2 
=   20 

Lesson plan 
presentation 

#15 10 pts.             
=   10 

4-page final research 
paper 

Attendance & 
participation 

05 pts. each        
=    5 

Throughout course 

Total points 
possible 

                    
150 

 

Refer to last page for grading scale. 
 
Required Texts 
 
Tunnell, Michael O., & James S. Jacobs.  (2008).  Children’s Literature, Briefly, 4th 
edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson, Merrill, Prentice Hall. 
 
Horning, Kathleen T..  (1997).  From Cover to Cover: Evaluating and reviewing 
children’s books.  New York, NY: Harper Collins Publishers. 
 
American Association of School Librarians.  (2007).  Standards for the 21st Century 
Learner.  Chicago: American Library Association. 
 
Optional Texts 
 
Stahl, J.D., & Tina L. Hanlon, and Elizabeth Lennox Keyser. (2007).   Crosscurrents of 
Children’s Literature: An Anthology of Texts and Criticism.  Madison Avenue, NY: 
Oxford University Press. 
 
Griswold, Jerry.  Feeling Like a Kid: Childhood and Children’s Literature. (2006).  
Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press. 
 
Trelease, Jim.  (2006).  The Read-Aloud Handbook: 6th edition.   New York, NY: 
Penguin Books. 
 
Technology Requirements 
 

• email 
• Use of various databases including library online catalogs and Internet sources 

 
Written work must be prepared using either a Mac or PC word 
processing program, and slide presentations must be created 
using the Microsoft PowerPoint program.  Specifics are 
listed below.  All work should be saved onto a thumb drive. 
 
MicrosoftWord documents:  A cover sheet must be created for 
each written assignment, 14 pt size print, font style is 



the student’s choice but must be easy to read, 1.5 spacing 
and appropriate clip art may be included. 
 
Microsoft PowerPoint Presentation:  Adjust font size as 
need for aesthetics holding the rule of titles being larger 
than the informational text.  Remember that a PowerPoint 
slide should contain only the important points you desire 
to express. Use the “Notes” section of the PP template to 
expound your presentation. 
 

Semester Schedule 

Session Date Theme Readings to be 
completed for class 

Assignments 
given are due the 
following week 

1 
 
 
 
 
 

1/12 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Introduction to 
Children’s literature 
 
“Snugness” & 
“Scariness” 

CLB:  Chapters1- 4  2-page opinion 
paper addressing 
the importance of 
children’s 
literature due on 
1/26. 
PPP on snugness 
or scariness due 
on 1/26  

 1/19 HOLIDAY 
2 
 
 
 
 

1/26 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Connecting Children & 
Literature, History, 
Trends, & Genre  
 
“Smallness” 

CLB: Chapters 5-6 PPP on 
smallness due 
on 2/02 

3 
 

2/02 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Picture Books: Visual & 
Verbal Art 
 
“Lightness” 

CLB: Chapters 7  
 

PPP on lightness 
found in a 
picture book due 
2/09  

4 
 
 
 
 

2/09 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Poetry for Every Child, 
Traditional Literature: 
Stories New and Old 
 
“Aliveness” 

CLB: Chapter 8 PPP on poetry 
book due on 
2/23 
(Begin working 
on final essay.) 

 2/16 HOLIDAY 
5 
 
 
 
 
 

2/23 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Traditional & Modern 
Fantasy: Today’s Magic 
 
Guest speaker – Vicki 
Dworkin 

CLB: Chapter 9 & 
10 

PPP on 
traditional or 
modern fantasy 
due on 3/02 

6 
 
 

3/02 People Now: 
Contemporary Realistic 
Fiction 

CLB: Chapter 11 PPP on realistic 
fiction due on 
3/09 



 
 QuickTime™ and a

TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor
are needed to see this picture.

 
7 3/09 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

People Then: Historical 
Fiction 

CLB: Chapter 12  PPP on realistic 
fiction due on 
3/16 

8 
 
 
 
 

3/16 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Teaching with Children’s 
Books; Informational 
Books: Nonfiction 

CLB: Chapter 14 & 
18 

PPP on 
nonfiction & 
fiction sets due 
on 3/30 

 3/23  Spring Break 
9 
 
 
 
 

3/30 
 

Biography: Fascinating 
Real Life 
 
Multicultural & 
International books 

CLB:  Chapter 13 
& 15 

PPP on 
biography book 
due 4/06 

10 
 
 
 
 

4/06 
 

Guest Speaker – Kawika 
Eyre 

 PPP on 
multicultural 
book due on 
4/13 

11 
 
 
 
 

4/13 
 

Controversial Books CLB: Chapter 16  PPP on a 
controversial 
book due on 
4/20 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 

4/20 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Engaging with and 
Responding to Children’s 
Literature 

CLB: Chapter  17 Lesson idea 
presentation #1 
due on 4/27 

13 
 
 
 

4/27 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Unit Studies: Literature 
& Learning 

CL – Chapter 
16:326-332 

Lesson idea 
presentation #2 
due on 5/04 



14 
 
 
 
 

5/04 
 

 

Final Presentations  Final essay (4-
5) pages due. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grading Scale (percentage) 
100-98 A+, 97-94 A, 93-90 A- 

 
89 - 87 B+, 86-83 B, 82-80 B- 

 
79 - 77 C+, 76-73 C, 72-70 C- 

 
69 - 67 D+, 66-63 D, 62-60 D- 

 
Divide total number of points earned by 150 to determine  

percentage and grade for course. 
 
 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.


