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LIS 691: Masters Seminar I – Fall 2018 
Thursdays 17:00 - 18:00, Room HL 003F 

 
Christian DeLay | cdelay@hawaii.edu | Room HL 002 (office hours by appointment only) 

 
 
Course Description 
Seminar for entering students focused on the development and articulation of a reflective professional 

philosophy, in preparation for the culminating portfolio or thesis. Peer mentoring, faculty and student 

presentations. MLISc degree required course. 1 credit. CR/NC only. 

 

Prerequisite 
None. 

 

Professional expectations 
Treat others the same way you want them to treat you. Do not lie, cheat, or steal. Do not plagiarize – it 

is grounds for dismissal. For further guidance, review the LIS Professional Expectations notice: 

https://www.hawaii.edu/lis/resources/professional-expectations/ 

 

Teaching Methods 
This course is taught using a variety of pedagogical approaches, including but not limited to: lectures, 

fieldwork, presentations, collaborative problem-solving, class and small group discussions, written 

examinations, reflective writing, and guest speakers. 

 

Required texts 
There is no required text for this course. All readings will be accessible online via the open web, library 

databases, or provided as a digital document in the LIS 691 Google Team Drive. 

 

Not required, but highly recommended: On Writing Well: The Classic Guide to Writing Nonfiction. 

William Zinsser. ISBN-13: 978-0060891541 (although any recently published paperback copy will 

work). About $10 paperback at Amazon. 

 

Submitting work 
Assignments must be submitted prior to class by the indicated time. Failure to submit high quality work 

by the deadlines will imperil your ability to receive credit for the course. If you’re stuck, having trouble, 

or feel like you need a little more time with anything, please contact me sooner rather than later. Get an 

early start on assignments/projects – please don’t save them for the last minute. 

 

Grading 
Assignments are not graded in LIS 691, but must still be well-structured and free of typographical and 

grammatical errors. Please do not submit sloppy work – this is graduate school… 

 

Incompletes 

Incomplete grades will not be issued. Students who are unable to complete the course this semester 

will receive a “no credit” grade and must repeat the course the following semester. 

 
  

https://www.hawaii.edu/lis/resources/professional-expectations/
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Class attendance & participation 
Life happens. If you have an emergency that prevents you from attending a class session, attend to the 
emergency first and contact me as soon as it is reasonable to do so. Be aware, however, that missing 
too many class sessions will negatively impact your ability to receive credit for the course. O‘ahu 
students who will be off-island for travel should plan to attend class remotely via Zoom, which is 
available for macOS/Windows laptops, as well as Android & iOS-based mobile devices. 
 
To have a successful class, participation is required. Do not hesitate to speak out positively if you 
disagree with the instructor, peers, or guest speakers; this course should revolve around discussion, 
not lecture. Weekly participation will include discussion of required readings. It is therefore expected 
that you read the required readings and come to the discussion prepared with questions & comments. 
 

Technology requirements 
• Access to an internet-connected computer with an up-to-date, modern web browser (e.g., Apple 

Safari, Microsoft Edge, Mozilla Firefox, Google Chrome). O‘ahu students without a personal 

computer may use onsite computers & printers in the LIS space or the Hamilton library CLIC lab. 

• Students should be experienced users of an office productivity suite. 

• Webcam and microphone (or headset) for students attending class via Zoom. 

 

Email communication 
Please understand that as the LIS Program Coordinator I receive a staggering amount of email. When 

emailing me, please only use your UH email account and put “LIS 691” (without quotes) at the 

beginning of the email subject line so that my mail filter will flag your message with priority. To maintain 

a healthy work-life balance, I am offline over the weekends, so if you email me during the weekend, 

understand that I will not respond until Monday. 

 

Send course-related email to my personal address, i.e., cdelay@hawaii.edu, and not the Program 

Coordinator address. Please be concise in the body of your email. 

 

For example: 

From: cher@hawaii.edu 

Subject: LIS 691: I have a question about the résumé assignment 

 

Kokua 
If you need reasonable accommodations to complete required coursework because of the impact of a 

documented disability, you are encouraged to explore the services of UH Manoa’s KOKUA program. 

KOKUA provides disability access services to individuals on a case-by-case basis, and students are not 

charged for these services. A student’s disability status is considered confidential information and is 

only disclosed to faculty with the student’s permission. http://hawaii.edu/kokua/ 

 

Support Services 
Confidential student counseling and support services are available at the UHM Counseling and Student 

Development Center (CSDC), Queen Liliʻuokalani Center for Student Services, Room 312. More 

information is available at the CSDC website: http://manoa.hawaii.edu/counseling/.  

 

Title IX is a federal civil rights law prohibiting discrimination and harassment in education. The UHM 

Office of Title IX has the specific responsibility for providing prompt and effective responses to all 

complaints of discrimination or harassment for faculty, staff and students. More information is available 

at the Office of Title IX website: http://manoa.hawaii.edu/titleix/ 

  

http://hawaii.edu/kokua/
http://manoa.hawaii.edu/counseling/
http://manoa.hawaii.edu/titleix/
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Schedule and readings/assignments are subject to change 
 

Date Schedule – Readings & links uploaded to LIS 691 Google Team Drive one week prior 

Week 1 
Aug 23 
 
Class 
cancelled 
(hurricane) 

Introduction: Librarians and Taxonomists and Bibliographers, OH MY! 
 
Do we still need librarians when we have Google, Wikipedia, and YouTube? Will artificial intelligence 
render us obsolete? WHO are we? WHAT does it mean to be a librarian in 2018 (and beyond)? WHY are 
you in LIS and what do you hope/want/expect to learn? 

Week 2 
Aug 30 The history of UHM LIS and the history of LIS education 

 
Guest speaker: Dr. Andrew Wertheimer 

Week 3 
Sep 6 The new UHM LIS curriculum and ePortfolios 

 
Guest speakers: Drs. Rich Gazan (2018 curriculum) & Noriko Asato (ePortfolios) 

Week 4 
Sep 13 

Librarian as a professional identity 
 
Read: Locating librarianship’s identity (Gray, 2012); The construction of librarians’ professional identities 
(Hicks, 2014). 
 
Assigned: ePortfolio Introduction 

Week 5 
Sep 20 Librarians in (American) pop culture: how are we perceived by our patrons and the public? 

 
Barbara Gordon (Batman), Bunny Watson (The Desk Set), Rupert Giles (BtVS), Evelyn O’Connell (The 
Mummy), Tammy Swanson (Parks & Recreation), Flynn Carsen (The Librarians), Taystee (OITNB)… 
 
What are the stereotypes? What’s accurate and inaccurate? Commonalities among them? 
 
Read: Librarians, professionalism and image: stereotype and reality (Luthman, 2007) 

Week 6 
Sep 27 

Job stuff (part 1) – What’s the post-graduation LIS environment look like? 
 
Read: BLS Occupational Outlook Handbook; SJSU Snapshot of Job Postings; 10 Takeaways from 
SJSU’s report; Library Journal 2017 Placements & Salaries (read “Librarians Everywhere” and “Job 
Journey” summaries, skim the raw data) 
 
Assigned: Career Study 
 
Due: ePortfolio Introduction 

Week 7 
Oct 4 Job stuff (part 2) – What else can I do with an MLISc degree besides “traditional” librarianship? 

 
Guest speakers: Kara Plamann Wagoner & Shari Tamashiro 
 
Read: LIS skills in a data universe (Dority, 2018); Librarians Everywhere (Hazlett, 2018) 

Week 8 
Oct 11 Evidence-based practice 

 
Guest speaker: Dr. Michael-Brian (“MB”) Ogawa 
 
Due: Career Study 

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/education-training-and-library/librarians.htm
http://ischool.sjsu.edu/about/publications/emerging-career-trends-information-professionals-snapshot-job-titles
https://ischool.sjsu.edu/career-blog/10-takeaways-mlis-skills-work-report
https://ischool.sjsu.edu/career-blog/10-takeaways-mlis-skills-work-report
https://www.libraryjournal.com/?detailStory=librarians-everywhere
https://www.libgig.com/lis-career-data-librarian/
http://eres.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=129963438&site=ehost-live
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Week 9 
Oct 18 Social media and you 

 
Read: Fine-Tune Your Social Media Accounts When You’re Searching for a Job, Building a Credible 
Online Presence for Library Professionals, Networking on Twitter: Building a Professional Presence in 
140 Characters, Embrace the 5 “Bs” of Writing LinkedIn Headlines; How to Make Your LinkedIn Page 
Less Boring 
 
Assigned: Create a LinkedIn profile and connect with your classmates; Join the LIS Career Options & 
Library Workers Job Search and Careers LinkedIn groups. 

Week 10 
Oct 25 NO CLASS TODAY 

 
Assigned: Create a website with WordPress or Weebly to serve as your ePortfolio site. You do not need 
to include any content, but the site structure must be complete, and you should have a photo of yourself. 

Week 11 
Nov 1 
 

Grants: IMLS and Hui ʻEkolu 

 
Guest speaker: Dr. Vanessa Irvin 
 
Read: IMLS-About Us; description & application of any IMLS grant (skim the application document) 
 
Due: LinkedIn profile and connecting w/classmates (email your profile link to me before 5pm today) 

Week 12 
Nov 8 

Public Librarianship @ HSPLS 
 
Guest Speaker: Tisha Aragaki, Section Head, HSPLS, Edna Allyn Room for Children 
 
Due: ePortfolio website address 

Week 13 
Nov 15 Library Conferences 

 
Guest speaker: Katie MacLean, LIS student 
 
Read: Presenting Posters at University Poster Sessions; How to design an award-winning conference 
paper 
 
Assigned: Attend HLA 2018 Conference on 11/16 – 11/17. LIS will reimburse your registration fees! 

Week 14 
Nov 22 Thanksgiving Holiday 

 
EAT ALL THE THINGS! \o/ 

Week 15 
Nov 29 Reflective writing: What? Why? How? 

 
Guest speaker: Dr. Violet Harada, LIS Professor Emerita 
 
Read: TBA 
 
Assignment: An elevator pitch for yourself 

Week 16 
Dec 6 It’s a wrap: course reflection and assessment 

 
Read: The changing role of libraries at Britannica 
 
Bookmark: Hack Library School @ https://hacklibraryschool.com/ 
 
Due: Your elevator pitch (to be presented in class) 

 

Version 1.2 – last updated on 2018-Nov-30 

https://lifehacker.com/fine-tune-your-social-media-accounts-when-youre-searchi-1825456183
https://medium.com/@janecowell8/building-a-credible-online-presence-for-library-professionals-2915ac0b7e6a
https://medium.com/@janecowell8/building-a-credible-online-presence-for-library-professionals-2915ac0b7e6a
https://ischool.sjsu.edu/career-blog/networking-twitter-building-professional-presence-140-characters
https://ischool.sjsu.edu/career-blog/networking-twitter-building-professional-presence-140-characters
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/embrace-five-bs-writing-linkedin-headlines-randi-bussin-coach-mba/
https://lifehacker.com/how-to-make-your-linkedin-page-less-boring-1823279927
https://lifehacker.com/how-to-make-your-linkedin-page-less-boring-1823279927
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3126663
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3889987
https://www.imls.gov/about-us
https://www.imls.gov/grants/apply-grant/available-grants
https://hacklibraryschool.com/2018/06/18/presenting-posters-at-university-poster-sessions/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2018/05/11/how-to-design-an-award-winning-conference-poster/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2018/05/11/how-to-design-an-award-winning-conference-poster/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/library#ref62005
https://hacklibraryschool.com/

