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Position and Contact Information

Instructor, Library and Information Science
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa
meera@hawaii.edu
808-956-5807

Hamilton Library 002F
2550 McCarthy Mall
Honolulu, HI 96822

Education

Master of Library and Information Science with a school library media specialization
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 12/2015

Bachelor of Arts, Development Studies with a minor in education
University of California, Berkeley 05/2007

Teaching Experience

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa

Instructor, Library and Information Science (LIS) Graduate Program Fall 2019—present
Manage and oversee school library media licensure program; teach courses for
school librarian licensure; create and sustain connections between pre-service and
in-service librarians through professional development and outreach.

Co-Instructor (adjunct), LIS Program
LIS 686 Information Literacy Spring 2019
LIS 696 Practicum in School Librarianship Fall 2018

University of California, Berkeley

Discussion Section Instructor, Letters and Science 1 Fall 2011
Taught a course discussion section for freshmen exploring the different majors and
opportunities within the College of Letters and Science.

Co-Instructor (student), Gender and Women’s Studies 98/198 Fall 2006 & Spring 2008
Developed lesson plans, the course reader, and facilitation training resources in a
team of eight student instructors.

Co-Instructor (student), Youth – Plan, Learn, Act, Now! (Y-PLAN), Emeryville, CA Spring 2007
Developed and implemented lesson plans that helped students create and present a
plan to make their community more family-friendly and accessible to youth.

Educational Administration Experience

Hawai‘i P-20 Partnerships for Education, Honolulu, HI

Institutional Analyst 04/2015—07/2019
Analyzed cross-sector data, developed reports, and gave presentations on K-12,
higher education, and workforce outcomes; trained K-12 and college educators on
how to access, interpret, and visualize data. Contributed to grant applications that
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secured $6.6 million over four years to develop Hawai‘i’s statewide longitudinal data
system and $840,000 over five years to disaggregate educational data for Hawai‘i’s
English Learners.

Graduate Assistant 09/2013—04/2015
Analyzed cross-sector data and developed reports and presentations on K-12 and
higher education outcomes; developed and trained staff on a process to quickly
process Running Start scholarship applicants.

College Application Support Specialist 08/2012—08/2013
Evaluated the success of College Application and Exploration Season events; created
a video tutorial for freshmen applying to the University of Hawai‘i.

University of California, Berkeley

Academic Adviser, Fall Program for Freshmen (Extension) 02/2008—07/2012
Advised a yearly cohort of 700 college freshmen and scheduled courses, final exams,
and instructor office hours; represented the campus and program at highly visible
and large-scale freshmen recruitment events; administered student satisfaction
surveys; evaluated student outcomes, proposed and implemented policy changes.

Academic Adviser (interim), International and Area Studies Teaching Program 10/2007—01/2008
Advised undergraduate interdisciplinary students; prepared graduate admission
applications for faculty review; revised peer adviser training materials.

Peer Adviser, International and Area Studies Teaching Program 08/2006—05/2007
Helped students prepare for advising appointments; answered routine questions
about policies and requirements and referred complex questions to staff advisers;
shared career, internship, study abroad, and research opportunities.

Scholarship
Book Chapters
Garud, M. (2020). Collaborating Through Art to Enhance Learning. In V. H. Harada & S. Coatney (Eds.),

Radical Collaborations for Learning: School Librarians as Change Agents (pp. 43–56). Libraries
Unlimited.

Articles: Non-Peer Reviewed

Harada, V., & Garud, M. (2019). The Gift of Reciprocal Mentorship. In D. V. Loertscher & B. Woolls
(Eds.), Symposium of the Greats: Wisdom from the Past & a Glimpse into the Future of School
Libraries (pp. 36–39). Learning Commons Press.

Courses Taught

LIS 681 Books and Media for Children: Sp 20, 21
LIS 686 Information Literacy and Learning Resources: Sp 19, 20, 21, 22
LIS 665 Digital Instruction: F 19, 20, 21, 22
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LIS 696 School Library Practicum:    F 18, 19, 20, 21, 22
LIS 692 Masters Seminar II: Sp 21, F 21, F 22

Library Experience

‘Āina Haina Public Library, Honolulu, HI

Student Internship 08/2015—12/2015
Provided reference services and assisted with the summer reading program; created
a booklist promoting historical fiction graphic novels for young adults; weeded the
Hawaiian reference and geographic nonfiction collections and recommended
replacements; observed and supported children’s and young adult programming.

University of Maryland, Study Abroad/Field Work in Namibia

Service Learning 08/2015
Developed and led children’s programs and Wikipedia edit-a-thon’s with other LIS
students and librarians at the Ohangwena Community Resource Center and the
Oshana Regional Library.

Mānoa Elementary School Library, Honolulu, HI

Student Practicum 08/2014—12/2014
Taught weekly lessons on information literacy and digital citizenship for three 2nd
grade and three 5th grade classrooms under the supervision of the school librarian;
supervised a library club project to create a video tutorial for using the catalog;
created instructional displays and thematic booklists to increase book borrowing;
recommended books for the Hawaiian picture book and folktales sections.

Volunteer 11/2012—06/2014
Assisted with shelving, processing and cataloging new books, and preparing
materials for library lessons and projects.

Academic Service

Departmental Service
Chair, Library and Information Science (LIS) Outreach Committee 08/2021—present
Chair, LIS Scholarships Committee 08/2019—present
Member, LIS Outreach Committee 08/2019—08/2021
Member, LIS Admissions Committee 01/2020—present

University Service
LIS Liaison, University of Hawaiʻi Libraries Information Literacy Committee 08/2019—present
Member, Hawaiʻi Teacher Education Coordinating Committee 08/2019—present

Advising
Serve as faculty advisor for about 10 graduate students per term since 2019

Independent Study
LIS 699 Directed Reading: F 19, 20
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Thesis Committees

Jason Ford, MLISc 2022. Indigenous Voices Informing Academic Information Literacy: Critical
Discourses, Relationality, and Indigeneity for the Good of the Whole.

Professional Service

Professional Development Planning Committees

Hawaii School Library Conference, “Literacy Today and Tomorrow,” Honolulu, HI 08/2022

Hawaii Information Literacy Summit, “Creating Connections: Information Literacy in Our
Communities”, Online 04/2022

Hawaii Association of School Librarians Workshop, “Media Literacy Matters,” Online 12/2021

Hawaii Association of School Librarians Conference, “Leading With Literacy,” Online 04/2021

Hawaii Library Association and Hawaii Association of School Librarians Joint Conference, “2020:
Pivotal,” Online 12/2020

Hawaii Association of School Librarians Conference, “Place-Based Learning and the School Library,”
Online 042020

Professional Organizations
Director of Nominations, Hawai‘i Association of School Librarians 06/2020—06/2022
Co-President, Hawai‘i Association of School Librarians 06/2018—06/2020
Student Representative, Hawai‘i Library Association 07/2014—07/2015
Treasurer, American Library Association Hawai‘i Student Chapter 01/2015—05/2015
President, American Library Association Hawai‘i Student Chapter 01/2014—12/2014

Presentations

“Advocating for Strong Communities by Advocating for Strong Libraries,” Hawai‘i Library Association
(HLA)/Pacific Islands Association of Libraries, Archives, and Museums Joint Conference,
(co-presenter), Online 12/2021

“How to Engage Your Audience When Presenting in Zoom or Microsoft Teams,” Hawai‘i Library
Association (HLA), Online 05/2021

“Potluck for Learning” workshops to support the National School Library Standards and Future Ready
Librarian Framework, Hawaii DOE Professional Learning Communities (PLC) for Kaua‘i District,
Windward District, and Central District 01/2020

“Reporting Educational Outcomes for Hawai‘i’s English Learners,”
National Center for Education Statistics Conference, Washington, DC 07/2019 and
Hawai‘i Data Summit, Kapolei, HI 05/2019

“Getting to Know the New AASL Standards Framework,” Hawai‘i Information Literacy Summit,
Honolulu, HI 04/2019
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“2018 AASL National Library Standards: Putting Standards into Action,” Hawai‘i DOE PLC for Honolulu
District and Hawai‘i Island District 01/2019

“Understanding and Serving Hawai‘i’s English Learners,” Hawai‘i DOE Multilingualism Symposium,
Honolulu, HI 03/2019

“The State of Literacy Performance in Hawai‘i,” Hawai‘i English Language Arts Symposium, Kapolei, HI
02/2019

“Looking at Literacy and English Learners with an Equity and Access Lens,”
Hawai‘i Education Research Association Conference, Honolulu, HI 01/2019 and
Hawai‘i Education Roundtable, Honolulu, HI 10/2018

“Designing Middle School Math Interventions to Open Doors to STEM Careers,” Hawai‘i Data Summit
(co-presenter), Kapolei, HI 05/2018

“Workforce Outcomes of Healthcare Majors,” Kapi‘olani Community College, Honolulu, HI 03/2018

“Using English Learner Data to Identify Strengths and Needs,” data use workshops for various
Hawai‘i DOE elementary and middle schools 01/2018

“Sustaining School Libraries Through Curriculum Sharing,” HLA/Hawai‘i Association of School
Librarians (HASL) Joint Conference, Honolulu, HI 10/2017

“Taking a Pipeline Approach to Designing Middle School Math Interventions,” National Center for
Education Statistics Conference, Washington, DC (co-presenter) 08/2017

“Reporting College Enrollment Data,” Hawai‘i DOE Office of Strategy, Innovation, and Performance,
Honolulu, HI 06/2017

“Math Along the Education Pipeline,” data use workshop for high school principals (co-presenter),
Honolulu, HI 05/2017

“Middle School Math Transitions: Is Success on 5th Grade State Math Assessments Correlated to
Success in Higher Level HIDOE Math Courses and Beyond?” Hawai‘i Math Summit
(co-presenter), Kapolei, HI 11/2016

“Connecting Students Across Hawai‘i’s K-12, Postsecondary, and Workforce Sectors,” Pacific
Association of Institutional Research Annual Conference (co-presenter), Honolulu, HI 10/2016

“Hawai‘i’s Middle School Math Transitions,” Hawai‘i Middle School Math Workgroup, Honolulu, HI
09/2016

“Great Recession Graduates Six Years Later,” Hawai‘i Workforce Roundtable, Honolulu, HI 08/2016

“Honolulu Community College: Working with DXP to Better Understand Workplace Outcomes,”
Hawai‘i Data Summit (co-presenter), Kaneohe, HI 04/2016

“Community Libraries in Namibia: How Libraries Engage and Inspire Youth,” HLA/HASL Joint
Conference (poster session), Honolulu, HI 12/2015

“College Access and Success in Gateway Courses,” Hawai‘i College Access Network Conference
(co-presenter), Kailua-Kona, HI 09/2015

“The Evolving Nature of Libraries in the United States,” Information and Communication Studies
(co-presenter), University of Namibia 08/2015
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“Conferences! What to Expect When You’re Attending,” ALA Hawai‘i Student Chapter brown bag
(panelist), Honolulu, HI 04/2015

“College, Career, and Community Readiness: How School Libraries Prepare Students for Life After
High School,” HLA Annual Conference (poster session), Honolulu, HI 12/2014

Recognitions
Robert & Rita Blair Memorial Award 12/2015
UH Mānoa College of Natural Sciences graduate student marshal 12/2015
Beta Phi Mu, Inducted into Xi Chapter 12/2015
UH Mānoa Achievement scholarship 04/2015
Hawai‘i Association of School Librarians scholarship 03/2015
Friends of the Library of Hawai‘i scholarship 07/2014
American Library Association Spectrum scholarship 06/2013
Beta Phi Mu Blanche E. Woolls Scholarship for School Library Media Service 06/2013
UC Berkeley SPOT Award 08/2009


