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Osorio Awarded Prestigious Ford Foundation Fellowship 

Congratulations to Jamaica Heolimeleikalani Osorio who received the 2017 Ford 
Foundation Dissertation Fellowship.  Osorio, a PhD candidate in English, is one 
of only 38 individuals to receive the fellowship among the national competitors.   

The coveted Ford Foundation Dissertation Fellowship supports the final year of 
dissertation writing and defense by providing a $25,000 stipend to individuals 
working to complete a dissertation leading to a PhD or ScD degree, and 
valuable networking opportunities.  Osorio’s dissertation is titled “Aikāne, A 
Kanaka Maoli Moʻolelo Beyond Queer Theory: Unsettling White Settler Logics 
and (Re)membering Indigenous Desires.” 

Osorio is both honored and humbled to receive this award.  “I think I’m most 
excited about collaborating with other fellows who share common goals and 
whose work I admire.  I’m grateful to the Ford Foundation for providing 
resources (both physical and intellectual) that would not otherwise be available 
to us and that further our academic goals.”  

Osorio was judged on scholarly competence and future potential as a scholar, researcher, and teacher in higher 
education.  The review panel clearly saw what Osorio has always exhibited from “small kid time” growing up in Palolo, 
Oʻahu—a passion and gift for sharing the spoken and written word, be it in the Hawaiian or English language.   It is as 
though teaching is innate in Osorio, having been a student of her kupuna  (“elders”), ancestors, and others who have left 
their indelible mark on her life.    

Also among the judges’ considerations is the applicant’s ability to use diversity as a resource to enrich teaching and 
learning.  No doubt Osorio, impressed in this area as well.  She currently works as a student support specialist in the 
Native Hawaiʻi Student Services at UH Mānoa and will continue to do so throughout the fellowship.  Perhaps more 
profoundly, though, is her in-depth knowledge and stewardship of Native Hawaiian culture and practices.  She uniquely 
shares Hawaiian culture through activism, poetry, and music.  She is a professional performer and widely published poet 
who has shared her art throughout Oceania on five continents, and at the White House.  

This past year has been a contemplative one for Osorio.  Earning the fellowship has further ignited and reaffirmed her 
desire to return to the classroom in order to help students develop, and develop consciousness for Hawaiian issues.  Just 
as Osorio is grateful to the Ford Foundation, so, too, is the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa for encouraging her role in 
academia. 

 Languages, Linguistics & Literature (one of the four Arts & Sciences colleges) of the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa offers a broad 
curriculum in English, foreign and heritage languages and literatures, second language studies, and linguistics.  Its Asia and Pacific focused 
curricula is unique in the nation and its faculty regularly teaches more than 25 languages. 
 
If you would like to support the college, please visit www.uhfoundation.org/GivetoLLL. 
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