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Introduction 
 

The School of Architecture at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa is pleased to submit this program proposal for a 
new Master's Program in Landscape Architecture (MLA). This document describes the proposed new MLA 
degree and provides justification for its need. The proposed program will leverage existing School of Architecture 
resources and collaborations to every extent possible. We expect that no new general funds will be needed to 
launch the program. We have achieved this model through hybridization within the school and the reallocation of 
existing resources, e.g., by filling vacated positions with landscape architecture professors and utilizing existing 
courses in our own programs and those of adjunct departments. It is expected that the program, including its post-
professional degree option, will attract international/out-of-state applicants and will be partly funded by 
differential tuition and Outreach College revenue.  
 

Focused on ecological and social sustainability by design, the proposed new MLA program will uniquely position 
its graduates to make essential professional contributions needed to maintain and enhance a beautiful, healthy, 
resilient, and prosperous Hawai‘i within its complex Asia-Pacific and global context. 
 

The field of landscape architecture comprises the analysis, planning, design, and management of natural and built 
environments.1  Since the late-1960s, when Ian McHarg’s Design with Nature (1969) emerged as one of the 
shapers of the environmental movement, the design professions have become increasingly more aware of the 
interdependencies and complexities of natural and built environment systems. In the 1980s Richard Forman’s 
work was instrumental in developing the landscape ecology field, which has strongly influenced the contemporary 
transdisciplinary discourse around landscape architecture and ecological urbanism. The proposed new MLA 
program in the School of Architecture builds upon the increasing interdisciplinarity in the field, as well as the 
porous boundaries and natural complementarity between the disciplines of architecture and landscape 
architecture. The built environment design professions all have distinct but interdependent kuleana (responsibility 
and territory). In the twenty-first century, we have experienced robust hybridity across disciplinary boundaries 
yielding novel approaches to building performance, infrastructure, urban systems, ecology, water management, 
energy use, public health, as well as social and environmental equity and justice. 
 

The American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) is the national professional organization for landscape 
architects that represents more than 15,000 members nationwide.  Landscape architects analyze, plan, and design 
ecologically; the products of their professional services and creativity range in scale from the region to the site, 
including but not limited to urban developments, reclamation projects, green infrastructure systems, watersheds 
and stream corridors, waterfronts, parks, plazas, playgrounds, campuses, shopping centers, resorts, gardens, golf 
courses, and recreation areas. Working in collaboration with architects, urban designers, engineers, and planners, 
landscape architects enhance the beauty and sustainability of the built environment, solve problems by analyzing 
the environmental impact of proposed developments, address ecological and social problems through design, and 
determine the most appropriate uses of sites. The practice of landscape architecture presupposes a deep 
understanding and appreciation for environmental systems, a commitment to the highest standards of planning 
and design, and dedication to built work that both enhances and sustains the quality of people’s lives for this 
generation and generations to come. 
 

A professional license is required to practice landscape architecture. An accredited professional degree in 
landscape architecture is needed for licensure. The Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB) 
recognizes two accredited undergraduate professional degrees, the Bachelor of Landscape Architecture (BLA) 
and the Bachelor of Science in Landscape Architecture (BSLA), and one accredited graduate-degree program, the 
Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA).  
 

This program proposal, based on the Authorization to Plan (approved by CCAO on May 20, 2015 and by past 
Mānoa Interim Chancellor Bley-Vroman on June 3, 2015), describes the proposed new MLA degree, its curricular 
structure, and provides justification for its need in accordance with E5.201, Appendix B and the requirements and 
rules specified for professional programs by the Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB). 

                                                            
1 American Society of Landscape Architects [http://www.asla.org/] 
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1. Program Purpose and Outcomes 
 

1.A. Description and Purpose of Proposed Program 
 

Background 
In response to twenty-first century global and local ecological challenges and shifting societal values, the 
environmental design professions, over the past two decades, have focused increasingly on urban issues and 
sustainable design practices. It is in this context that the School of Architecture proposes a Master of Landscape 
Architecture (MLA) program to build upon, complement, and strengthen the school’s, campus’, and system’s 
existing environmental design, architecture, urban planning, and sustainability-related program offerings, 
research, and faculty/student expertise. 
 

No landscape architecture degree programs exist in the UH system or in the State of Hawai‘i. While related 
disciplines such as architecture and urban planning at UH Mānoa offer selected courses related to landscape 
architecture and professional design/planning degree options, those degrees are not recognized by the Landscape 
Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB) and thus do not typically suffice for landscape architectural licensure. 
 

Program Description 
The proposed Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) degree in the School of Architecture will enrich and 
broaden the scope of environmental design education at UH Mānoa. Once the new program is implemented, 
graduates from the School of Architecture’s pre-professional (non-accredited) Bachelor of Environmental Design 
(BEnvD) program will have the options of pursuing either a professional2 Doctor of Architecture (DArch) degree 
or a professional Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) degree. Additionally, the MLA program will be open 
to other qualified applicants with 4-year bachelor degrees from within and outside of UH Mānoa and the UH 
system. In order to accommodate applicants’ varying levels of preparedness through their undergraduate 
education—and as is common practice in most other established MLA programs across the country—the 
proposed single degree program will include three closely intertwined tracks: 
 

I. First-professional MLA Track (MLA I) 
 This first-professional three-year degree track will be open to applicants with 4-year bachelor degrees with 

majors in any field of study. Admissions criteria will include—among other required application documents—
a portfolio of creative work, relevant experience, and a statement of intent. Once established, a typical class size 
in the program would be approx. 10 - 15 incoming MLA I students per year (MLA I and MLA I AP combined). 

 

II. First-professional MLA Advanced Placement Track (MLA I AP) 
 In the first-professional MLA I AP track applicants with professional (accredited) degrees in architecture 

(BArch, MArch, DArch) or pre-professional (non-accredited) undergraduate degrees in landscape 
architecture, architecture, or environmental design and a strong design portfolio may be granted advanced 
standing of up to two semesters. For example, UH Mānoa School of Architecture graduates with a Bachelor of 
Environmental Design (BEnvD) who meet admissions requirements will qualify for this shortened degree 
track. Depending on the level of preparedness as demonstrated at the time of application, MLA I AP students 
will join the three-year MLA I cohort in their second or third semester.  

 

III. Two-year post-professional MLA Track (MLA II) 

This post-professional degree track will be open to applicants with professional undergraduate degrees in 
landscape architecture (BLA, BSLA, or equivalent) that fulfill the requirement for landscape architectural 
licensure. Second-professional degree students will be expected to actively contribute to the interdisciplinary, 
scholarly discourse and teaching within the School of Architecture and across campus. For parts of their 
curriculum MLA II students will join the MLA I and MLA I AP track groups during their second and third 
year of study. A typical MLA II class size would be approx. 2 - 6 incoming post-professional degree students 
per year.  

                                                            
2 A professional, accredited degree is a basic requirement for architectural and landscape architectural licensure.  
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1.B. Program Justification, Objectives, and Outcomes 
 

The MLA is a professional degree recognized by the Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB)3, a 
committee of the American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA), the Council of Educators in Landscape 
Architecture (CELA), and the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards (CLARB). Typically, 
completion of an accredited professional landscape architecture degree, such as the MLA, practical experience for 
a specific period of time under the supervision of a licensed landscape architect, and passing a national 
examination (the Landscape Architect Registration Examination, or LARE) are requirements for professional 
licensure in landscape architecture. 
 

Currently a total of 52 accredited/candidacy status MLA programs exist in the U.S.  Hawai‘i is one of only10 
states that do not offer landscape architecture degree programs.4  In contrast, the local landscape architecture 
scene in the state is flourishing and the scope of the field is expanding. At this time, prospective local students 
interested in becoming registered landscape architects have to leave Hawai‘i to attend mainland universities.  
 

 

By broadening its disciplinary focus to include an MLA option, UH Mānoa’s School of Architecture—
recognized for its Asia-Pacific focus, with its commitment to design, sustainability and international, 
collaborative approaches—will position itself and its students uniquely to address many of the current 
environmental and social design challenges of our time. No other MLA program with a focus on 
contemporary, sustainable urban/landscape planning and design in (sub)tropical Asia/Pacific regions, 
where the majority of global urban growth will occur in the upcoming decades, exists in the U.S. today.   
Further, Hawai‘i itself with its rich natural and cultural history and manifold environmental challenges 
provides a unique place of learning and opportunity for cutting-edge landscape architectural research, 
teaching, and practice.   
 

The American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) website that summarizes information on the accreditation 
of first-professional landscape architecture degree programs such as the MLA states that the Landscape 
Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB) is "the accrediting organization for landscape architectural programs. 
As such, the LAAB develops standards to objectively evaluate landscape architectural programs and judges 
whether a school’s landscape architectural program is in compliance with the accreditation standards."5  As is 
common with professional landscape architecture programs, the proposed MLA degree program's overall mission 
and student learning objectives are closely guided by LAAB's 2016 Accreditation Standards for For First-
Professional Programs In Landscape Architecture.6 The document is attached in Appendix C.  LAAB stresses the 
need for academic quality (indicated by student achievement and high standards in teaching, research, and service) 
and the objective for accredited programs to satisfy student and professional expectations and reflect their home 
institution's mission, thus fostering innovation and diversity of approaches. 
 

Each LAAB accreditation standard is associated with one or more criteria statements that define the components 
needed to satisfy the standard. To be accredited, a program must demonstrate progress toward meeting these 
criteria. According to LAAB, "[a] first-professional program in landscape architecture encompasses the body of 
knowledge common to the profession and promotes acquisition of the knowledge and skills necessary to enter its 
professional practice. ... At the master’s level, such a program also provides instruction in and application of 
research and scholarly methods."7   
 

                                                            
3  LAAB is recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) as the official accrediting body for first professional 
programs in landscape architecture. LAAB is a member of the Association of Specialized and Professional Accreditors (ASPA). CHEA 
reviews LAAB accreditation standards and procedures to ensure that the policies and procedures meet proper standards. 
(http://www.asla.org/accreditationlaab.aspx [accessed 7/18/2013]) 
4 Source: www.asla.org/FullListofAccreditedPrograms.aspx [accessed 7/8/2013; confirmed 2016]; the other states without landscape 
architecture programs are Alaska, Delaware, Washington D.C., Maine, Montana, New Hampshire, South Dakota, Vermont, and Wyoming 

5 https://www.asla.org/AccreditationLAAB.aspx#About_LAAB [accessed 6/22/2016] 
6 https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Education/Accreditation/LAAB_ACCREDITATION_STANDARDS_March2016.pdf 
[accessed 6/22/2016] 
7 LAAB 2016 Accreditation Procedures for For First-Professional Programs In Landscape Architecture, p. 5 (Appendix B) 
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LAAB Standard 1 "Program Mission and Objectives" calls for a "clearly defined mission supported by goals and 
objectives appropriate to the profession."8 The purpose of this proposed program is to provide UH Mānoa MLA 
graduates with a deep and thorough knowledge of the core skills and applications of contemporary landscape 
architecture with a focus on sustainable, ecologically and socially-just design in (sub)tropical, Hawaiian and 
Asia/Pacific environments. In an educational context enriched by other disciplines, MLA students will acquire 
competency in applied research and scholarly methods.  
 

The proposed curriculum (see 2.A. below for details) strives for educational excellence in exploring the role of 
landscape architectural design as a medium of aesthetics, place, infrastructure, resources, ecology, sustainability, 
culture, heritage, community, and social equity. Graduates will be prepared to succeed in a changing world, enter 
professional practice or other careers in landscape architecture, and to influence the future trajectory of the local, 
national, and international profession in innovative ways.  
 

Important aspects of the proposed program's educational goals, program-level student learning objectives, and 
curricular structure are guided by LAAB Standard 3 "Professional Curriculum," which identifies key components 
of a first-professional landscape architecture curriculum.9  Criterion B for this standard states that the program 
curriculum shall be guided by, but not limited to, coverage of:  
 

 History, theory, philosophy, principles, and values  
  design history  
  design theory  
  criticism  
  sustainability, resiliency, stewardship  
  health, safety, welfare  
 Design processes and methodology  
  critical thinking  
  analysis  
  ideation  
  synthesis  
  site program  
  iterative design development  
  design communication 
 Systems and processes—natural and cultural (related to design, planning, and management)  
  plants and ecosystems sciences  
  built environment and infrastructure  
  human factors and social and community systems  
  human health and well-being  
 Communication and documentation  
  written communication  
  oral communication  
  visual and graphic communication  
  design and construction documents  
  numeracy, quantitative problem-solving, and communication  
  community and client engagement  
 Implementation  
  construction technology and site engineering  
  site materials  
  use and management of plants and vegetation  
  policies and regulation  
 

                                                            
8 LAAB 2016 Accreditation Standards for For First-Professional Programs In Landscape Architecture, p. 5 (Appendix C) 
9 LAAB 2016 Accreditation Standards for For First-Professional Programs In Landscape Architecture, p. 10 (Appendix C) 
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Computer applications and advanced technologies  
  visualization and modeling  
  communication (conceptual and construction drawings)  
  geospatial analysis  
 Assessment and evaluation  
  site assessment  
  pre-design analysis  
  landscape performance  
  post-occupancy evaluation  
  visual and scenic assessment  
 Professional practice  
  values  
  ethics  
  practice  
  construction administration  
 Research and scholarly methods (for master’s-level degree programs)  
  quantitative and qualitative methods  
  establishing a research hypothesis  
  framing research questions  
  literature/case study review/precedent review  
  research integrity and protection of human subjects  
  communication of research 
 

In the proposed MLA program, students’ knowledge and skills in landscape architecture will be developed 
through a combination of coursework, applied research, and additional co-curricular opportunities, such as 
summer internships and other interactions with the local professional community, for example in the context of 
regular design studio reviews and critiques. 
 

Part 2.A. of this program proposal, which describes the MLA curriculum organization in detail, addresses how 
the proposed program of study is designed to meet program goals, student learning objectives and the 
professional program content required for LAAB accreditation. Part 5 on program effectiveness explicates the 
plan for assessing the quality of student learning. 
 

 

1.C. Relationship to System/Campus Mission and State Needs 
 

Program Relation to University Mission and Strategic Directions 
An MLA program will strengthen the University of Hawai‘i system missions of economic diversification and 
sustainability. UH’s shared value of malama‘aina, caring for living in harmony with the land—expressed in land 
stewardship and sustainable environmental design—lies at the core of landscape architecture as an academic 
discipline and profession. 
 

The current University of Hawai‘i Strategic Directions, 2015–202110 start out by stating that “the University of 
Hawai‘i (UH) is committed to improving the social, economic and environmental well-being of current and future 
generations.”  This statement is in direct alignment with the MLA program’s goal to prepare and position its 
graduates to foster ecological and social sustainability through built environments design and to make essential 
professional contributions needed to maintain and enhance a beautiful, healthy, resilient, and prosperous Hawai‘i 
within its complex Asia-Pacific and global context. 
 

The system-wide Strategic Directions further highlight “two key imperatives embraced within the BOR-approved 
UH mission: a commitment to being a foremost indigenous-serving institution and advancing sustainability.” 11 As 
                                                            
10 http://blog.hawaii.edu/strategicdirections/files/2015/01/StrategicDirectionsFINAL-013015.pdf [accessed 7/15/2013] 
11 Ibid. 
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mentioned above, knowledge and skills in the areas of sustainability, resiliency, and ecology are intrinsic to the 
proposed professional MLA curriculum and its learning outcomes. They carry throughout the program of study. 
Additionally, and importantly, the proposed MLA program curriculum (guided by LAAB Standard 3) will, 
throughout its sequence of core courses, focus on systems and processes, both natural and cultural, as well as 
history, theory, and values. We consider our unique “Hawaiian Place of Learning” one of the biggest assets of this 
proposed indigenous-serving program. There is no other place in the United States where the aspirations of 
twenty-first century landscape architectural practice converge so seamlessly with the philosophy and culture of 
the local ancient, indigenous community. 
 

Program Relation to Mānoa Mission 
Similar to the system level, the planned MLA will be directly in line with Mānoa’s strategic priorities and 
mission, which stress the campus’ responsibility to community and the environment and highlight that “[o]ur 
unique location has required Mānoa to prioritize environmental, cultural and economic sustainability so we can 
become an international leader in this area.”12  The proposed MLA curriculum will reflect many of the campus’ 
strategic goals, such as community-based learning, transdisciplinarity, and the application of native Hawaiian 
values and traditions, for example place-based sustainable design and land management practices inspired by the 
ahupua‘a concept.  
 

On page 17 the former, detailed strategic plan stated: “Our goals for the next five years are supportive of the 
directions already identified to impart a Hawaiian Sense of Place on campus through landscaping, architectural 
design, signage and the creation of gathering spaces and recommit to sustainability in facilities management and 
infrastructure development. By employing innovative practices, involving the campus community, making 
sustainability a goal of both academic programs and research, and showcasing our results, we can meet our goal 
of becoming a global leader in these areas.”13 On page 10 the report mentioned the strategic goal “for Mānoa to 
expand professional programs,… and provide students with more opportunities for developing 21st century 
skills.” The proposed MLA program will significantly strengthen these and other strategic campus goals. 
 

The UH Mānoa document Strategic Plan Matrix: Linking the UH Mānoa Strategic Plan to the UH System 
Strategic Directions, 2015-202114 stresses “being a Native Hawaiian Place of Learning and indigenous-serving 
institution” as a priority. In its UH Mānoa 2015–2021 Strategic Plan Executive Summary15 the campus references 
the various system-wide strategic initiatives and directions, particularly sustainability and the Hawaiian Place of 
Learning. For the proposed MLA’s relevance to these goals, please refer to the paragraph on “Program Relation to 
University Mission and Strategic Directions” above. 
 

It is also worth mentioning that UH Mānoa finalized its 2012 Landscape Master Plan16, a document that reflects 
many of the core objectives of a future MLA program and stresses the significance of landscape architecture to 
the campus as a professional and academic discipline. Landscape architecture students and faculty members, 
through their creative course work in design studios and potential applied research and design projects through the 
University of Hawai‘i Community Design Center, can contribute to the campus’ goal of achieving sustainable 
twenty-first century facilities and campus environments. 
 

Program Relation to State Needs and Professional Demand  
Landscape architecture is a rapidly growing field world-wide, and there is an increasing need for qualified 
graduates. In recent years, the profession has experienced wider recognition and greater demand for its 
services in creating sustainable environments that advance human and environmental health17. In its 2008 
article “Best Careers 2009” US News and World Report named landscape architecture as one of the most 
desirable careers. The U.S. Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics in its 2010-2011 report sees 
landscape architecture as a fast-growing profession and projects employment in the field to grow by 16 
                                                            
12 http://manoa.hawaii.edu/strategicplan/vision-2011-2015/pdf/achieving-our-destiny.pdf [accessed 4/10/2017], page 5 
13 http://manoa.hawaii.edu/strategicplan/vision-2011-2015/pdf/achieving-our-destiny.pdf [accessed 4/10/2017] 
14 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/strategicplan/pdf/stratplan_matrix_draft_10082015.pdf [accessed 02/05/2017] 
15 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/strategicplan/ [accessed 02/05/2017] 
16 http://manoa.hawaii.edu/planning/LMP_May2012.pdf [accessed 7/15/2013] 
17 For further evidence, also see 2007 report “Growing the Profession – A white paper prepared by the ASLA Council of Education” 
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percent from 2010 to 2020.18  Recently, the American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) has 
initiated efforts to get landscape architecture recognized as a STEM discipline, which would create funding 
and employment opportunities.   
 

In many Asian countries, China in particular, this growth rate is significantly higher. 19  According to the 
2013 article “The Great Exchange” in Landscape Architecture magazine “landscape architects are among 
China’s most highly paid professionals, and Chinese students are flooding into American universities to 
study landscape architecture at an unprecedented rate.” 20 
 

The Landscape Architecture Foundation’s (LAF) 2016 symposium “The New Landscape Declaration: A 
Summit on Landscape Architecture and the Future” was the first such event since Ian McHarg and other 
leading landscape architects composed LAF’s seminal “Declaration of Concern” in 1966; a document that 
argued for landscape architecture’s critical role in solving the developing environmental crisis. During the 
recent summit, a group of preeminent international thinkers in the field met to “set the course for landscape 
architecture to make its vital contribution in the 21st century.”21 Some of the key themes that reoccurred 
throughout many of the declarations were related to the role future landscape architects will play in 
addressing climate change and ecological and social justice issues in the developing world, where there 
currently are not enough landscape architects. Further, the summit found that minorities are vastly 
underrepresented in the landscape architecture profession in the United States.22 An MLA program in 
Hawai‘i will be uniquely positioned to make important contributions in these and other important areas of 
the contemporary disciplinary discourse. At the summit, Barbara Deutsch, FASLA, president of LAF, 
stated that: “We are now entering the age of landscape architecture.”  
 

In the context of the profession’s shifting foci and expansion, we foresee great opportunities for future 
program growth. 
 

As part of the green industry, landscape architecture is an expanding field whose economic impact 
continues to grow in Hawai‘i. According to the 2014 publication Employment Projections for Industries & 
Occupations produced by the State of Hawai‘i Department of Labor and Industrial Relations, in the period 
from 2012 to 2022 the total number of long-term jobs for landscape architects in the state is forecast to 
increase from 270 (in 2012) to an expected 300 (in 2022), which represents a 11.2% growth projection 
with, on average, 10 openings for landscape architects per year. This increase exceeds, for example, the 
growth projected for architect positons (5.2%) during the same period.23  On page 31 the same reports lists 
landscape architects’ average 2013 wages in the state ($99,450) as significantly higher than those of 
architects ($75,580).  
 

Former Governor Abercrombie considered the development of a sustainable economy for Hawai‘i an 
important action item and specifically mentioned improvements of public lands, infrastructure planning, 
and environmental stewardship in his lists of priorities24—all areas in which landscape architects make 
important contributions. Current Governor David Ige’s mission for the state specifies goals to foster 
environmental stewardship from mountain to sea with hope to protect and more efficiently use our fresh 
water supply, as well as provide state lands for public use and enjoyment. 25  Similarly, Honolulu Mayor 
Kirk Caldwell in his inaugural State of the City Address included improvements to the city’s infrastructure, 
transportation systems as well as public parks high on his list of priorities26.  In his letter of support (see 
Appendix H), ASLA Hawai‘i Chapter Past President Kyle Sasaki accurately points out that locally-trained 

                                                            
18 Source: http://www.bls.gov/ooh/Architecture-and-Engineering/Landscape-architects.htm [accessed 7/30/2013] 
19 For details, please see the February 2013 “China” issue of Landscape Architecture magazine  
20 http://landscapearchitecturemagazine.org/2013/02/08/the-great-exchange/ [accessed 7/30/2013] 
21 https://lafoundation.org/news-events/2016-summit/declarations/ 
22 https://dirt.asla.org/2016/10/24/laf-creates-vision-for-the-next-50-years-the-new-landscape-declaration/ 
23 https://www.hiwi.org/admin/gsipub/htmlarea/uploads/Long-TermProjections-2012-2022-State.pdf [accessed 6/30/2016] 
24 http://governor.hawaii.gov/when-hawaii-works-hawaii-wins/growing-a-sustainable-economy/ [accessed 7/30/2013] 
25 http://governor.hawaii.gov/governor-david-iges-priorities-for-hawaiʻi/ [accessed 6/30/2016] 
26 http://honolulu.politics.government.blogs.civilbeat.com/post/47042522743/full-text-of-honolulu-mayor-kirk-caldwells-inaugural 

[accessed 7/30/2013] 
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landscape architects' environmental/urban design and problem solving skills in resource, water and land 
use planning, sustainability, applied ecology as well as cultural and social factors will prove to be 
invaluable in increasing environmental leadership on the campus and in the state.  
 

The two enclosed, letters by Chris Dacus, Past President, Landscape Industry Council of Hawai‘i (Appendix H) 
and Kyle Sasaki, Past President, ASLA (American Society of Landscape Architects) Hawai‘i Chapter (Appendix 
H), summarize Hawai‘i’s landscape profession’s strong support of the establishment of an MLA program at UH 
and characterize workforce and community needs. Both letters of support highlight the need for locally trained 
landscape architects for the growing profession in Hawai‘i.  Mr. Dacus further stresses the potential of serving the 
greater tropical world. According to a 2014 Science article that references the report State of the Tropics, “by 
2050, half the world’s population will reside in the tropics.”27 As mentioned above, no other MLA program with a 
focus on contemporary, sustainable urban/landscape design in tropical Asia/Pacific regions exists in the U.S. 
today.   
 

Mr. Sasaki points out that landscape architecture firms in Hawai‘i in their recruitment rely heavily on graduates 
from mainland universities. He suggests that students with an MLA from UH Mānoa would have a competitive 
advantage because of their familiarity with tropical, sustainable landscape architecture. Support letters by 
Hawaiian landscape architecture firms, solicited by the School of Architecture in 2009, were similarly 
enthusiastic about the prospect of establishing a local, professional landscape architecture program that addresses 
the basic education needs for which there is a demand by Hawai‘i residents.  
 

 
2. Program Organization 

 

2.A. Curriculum Organization 
 

An accredited, professional design program, the proposed MLA will be housed in UH Mānoa’s School 
of Architecture, where it can build upon, strengthen, and broaden the focus of existing resources28.  As 
described in more detail in point 1.A above, the proposed Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) 
program will add a new degree option to the school’s existing pre-professional (non-NAAB/LAAB-
accredited) Bachelor of Environmental Design (BEnvD) program and the professional, NAAB-
accredited Doctor of Architecture (DArch) program.  
 

The proposed MLA program will include three closely intertwined program tracks: 
 

‐ First-professional MLA Track (MLA I)  
Open to qualified applicants with 4-year bachelor degrees with majors in any field of study.  

 

‐ First-professional MLA Advanced Placement Track (MLA I AP) 
Open to qualified applicants with professional degrees in architecture (BArch, MArch, DArch) or pre-
professional (non-accredited) undergraduate degrees in landscape architecture, architecture, or environmental 
design, such as the School of Architecture’s own BEnvD program. 
 

‐ Post-professional MLA Track (MLA II)  
Open to applicants with LAAB-accredited professional degrees in landscape architecture (BLA, BSLA, or 
equivalent).  

  

                                                            
27 http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2014/06/expanding-tropics-will-play-greater-global-role-report-predicts 
28 Our recent analysis of the 49 LAAB-accredited/candidacy status MLA programs that exist within the U.S. shows that 76% 
of those programs are associated with architecture, environmental design and/or fine arts disciplines versus only 24% of MLA 
programs that are located in units featuring agriculture, horticulture, and/or natural resources. 
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MLA Program of Study  
 
 

 MLA  I   

3-YEAR FIRST-PROFESSIONAL  

DEGREE TRACK  

(OGE Master's Plan B) 

 YEAR 1 in program track    

 

FALL  

 

ARCH 651 Fundamentals of Landscape 

Design Studio [6]  (UH-M 1 form) 
 

ARCH 631 Design Communication for 

Landscape Architects [3]  (UH-M 1 form) 
      

ARCH 633 Computer Applications in 

Landscape Architecture [3]  (UH-M 1 form) 
 

ARCH 381 Landform and Water [3] (existing 

BEnvD course) 
 

 

 
  

 

SPRING 

 

 

 

 

 

ARCH 652  Site Design Studio [6]   

(UH-M 1 form) 
 

ARCH 352 / TPSS 352 Landscape 

Architecture History  [3]  (existing BEnvD 

course) 
 

ARCH 483 Urban Ecological Analysis and 

Design [3] (existing BEnvD course) 
 

ARCH 484 Plants in Design [3] (existing BEnvD 

course) 
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 MLA  I   

3-YEAR FIRST-PROFESSIONAL  

DEGREE TRACK  

(OGE Master's Plan B) 

MLA  I  AP 

2-YEAR FIRST-PROFESSIONAL  

DEGREE TRACK W/ ADV. PLACEMENT  

(OGE Master's Plan B) 

MLA II 

2-YEAR POST-PROFESSIONAL  

DEGREE TRACK 

(OGE Master's Plan A;  Plan B optional) 

* 
 =

 C
or

e 

 YEAR 2 in program track YEAR 1 in program track YEAR 1 in program track  

 

FALL 
 

 

 

ARCH 761 Ecology, Community, and Design 

[6]  (UH-M 1 form) 

 

ARCH 634 Plant Identification and  

Use [3] (UH-M 1 form) 
 

ARCH 635 Landscape Materials and 

Construction [3] (UH-M 1 form) 

 

ARCH 695 Applied Theories of Landscape 

Architecture [3] (existing DArch course) 

 

 

ARCH 761  Ecology, Community, and Design 

[6]  (UH-M 1 form) 

 

ARCH 634 Plant Identification and  

Use [3] (UH-M 1 form) 
 

ARCH 635 Landscape Materials and 

Construction [3] (UH-M 1 form) 

 

ARCH 695 Applied Theories of Landscape 

Architecture [3] (existing DArch course) 

  

 

ARCH 761  Ecology, Community, and Design 

[6]  (UH-M 1 form) 

 

ARCH 634 Plant Identification and  

Use [3] (UH-M 1 form) 
 

ARCH 635 Landscape Materials and 

Construction [3] (UH-M 1 form) 

 

ARCH 695 Applied Theories of Landscape 

Architecture [3] (existing DArch course) 

   

 

*
 

*

 

*

 

*

 

SPRING 

 

 

ARCH 743 Architecture Studio IV: Urban 

Design [6] (existing DArch course) 

 

ARCH 6XX Special Topics Seminar/ other 

Elective (elective) [3] (existing DArch course) 
 

ARCH 739 Research Methods  

Seminar [3] (existing DArch course) 

 

ARCH 682 / PH 682 Building Well-Being: 

Health and the Built Environment  [3]  (existing 

DArch course) 

 

ARCH 743 Architecture Studio IV: Urban 

Design [6] (existing DArch course) 

 

ARCH 6XX Special Topics Seminar/ other 

Elective (elective) [3] (existing DArch course) 
 

ARCH 739  Research Methods  

Seminar [3] (existing DArch course) 

 

ARCH 682 / PH 682 Building Well-Being: 

Health and the Built Environment  [3]  (existing 

DArch course) 

 

ARCH 743 Architecture Studio IV: Urban 

Design [6] (existing DArch course) 

 

ARCH 6XX Special Topics Seminar/ other 

Elective (elective) [3] (existing DArch course) 
 

ARCH 739 Research Methods  

Seminar [3] (existing DArch course)) 

 

ARCH 682 / PH 682 Building Well-Being: 

Health and the Built Environment  [3]  (existing 

DArch course) 

 
 

 

*
 
 

 

*
 
 

 

 

*
 

 

*
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 MLA  I   

3-YEAR FIRST-PROFESSIONAL  

DEGREE TRACK  

(OGE Master's Plan B) 

MLA  I  AP 

2-YEAR FIRST-PROFESSIONAL  

DEGREE TRACK W/ ADV. PLACEMENT  

(OGE Master's Plan B) 

MLA II 

2-YEAR POST-PROFESSIONAL  

DEGREE TRACK 

(OGE Master's Plan A,  Plan B optional) 

* 
 =

 C
or

e 

 YEAR 3 in program track YEAR 2 in program track YEAR 2 in program track  

 

FALL 

 

 

ARCH 763 Advanced Project Design Studio: 

Comprehensive [6] (UH-M 1 form) 
 

ARCH 636  Landscape Architectural 

Professional Practice [3] (UH-M 1 form) 
 

PLAN 620 Environmental Planning & Policy 

[3] (existing core MURP course) 

 

ARCH 696 Special Topics in Landscape 

Architecture (elective) [3] (UH-M 1 form) 
 

 

ARCH 763 Advanced Project Design Studio: 

Comprehensive [6] (UH-M 1 form) 
 

ARCH 636  Landscape Architectural 

Professional Practice [3] (UH-M 1 form) 
 

PLAN 620 Environmental Planning & Policy 

[3] (existing core MURP course) 

 

ARCH 696 Special Topics in Landscape 

Architecture (elective) [3] (UH-M 1 form) 

 

 

ARCH 763 Advanced Project Design Studio: 

Comprehensive [6] (UH-M 1 form) 
  

ARCH 699 Directed Work:  

Thesis Prep [3] (existing DArch course) 

 

PLAN 620 Environmental Planning & Policy 

[3] (existing core MURP course) 
 

OR 
 

ARCH 636  Landscape Architectural 

Professional Practice [3] (UH-M 1 form)  
 

 

*
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SPRING 

 

 

ARCH 764 Capstone Design Research Studio 

[9]  (UH-M 1 form) 
 

ARCH 6XX Special Topics Seminar/ other 

Elective (elective) [3] (existing DArch course) 

 

ARCH 696 Special Topics in Landscape 

Architecture (elective) [3] (UH-M 1 form) 
 

 

ARCH 764 Capstone Design Research Studio 

[9]  (UH-M 1 form) 
 

ARCH 6XX Special Topics Seminar/ other 

Elective (elective) [3] (existing DArch course) 

 

ARCH 696 Special Topics in Landscape 

Architecture (elective) [3] (UH-M 1 form) 
 

 

ARCH 700 MLA Thesis [9]   

(UH-M 1 form) 

 

ARCH 6XX Special Topics Seminar/ other 

Elective (elective) [3] (existing DArch course) 
 

OR 
 

ARCH 696 Special Topics in Landscape 

Architecture (elective) [3]  (UH-M 1 form) 
 

 

Credits 

total 

 

[90] 

 

[60] 

 

[54] 

 

 



Program Proposal: Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA)                  University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa           Revision 1 (04/10/2017) 

 

14 
 

On September 30, 2016, the School of Architecture’s curriculum committee unanimously approved the proposed 
program of study for the new MLA program and its MLA I, MLA I AP, and post-professional MLA II degree 
tracks. Subsequently, on October 6, 2016, the Architecture Faculty Senate, by unanimous vote, also granted its 
consent to move forward with the MLA I, MLA I AP, and MLA II curricula as included in this program proposal.  
 

The three-page chart titled “MLA Program of Study” (above) illustrates how the MLA curriculum is organized 
and how three proposed program tracks relate to each other. It further indicates core degree requirements across 
all three program tracks (marked with an asterisk in right hand column). 
 

As mentioned in the introduction, in an effort to operate as efficiently as possible, the proposed program leverages 
existing curricular School of Architecture and campus resources and collaborations (CTAHR/TPSS, DURP, and 
Public Health) to every extent possible. Incorporating and/or cross-listing existing relevant courses avoids the 
duplication of course content, stimulates transdisciplinary faculty/student interactions, and strengthens existing 
options and concentrations in allied programs and fields.  
 

In the chart “MLA Program of Study” we have marked existing courses as follows: 
 

‐ School of Architecture 300/400-level BEnvD courses: green  
‐ School of Architecture 600-level DArch courses: blue  
‐ Department of Urban and Regional Planning MURP core course: purple 

 

The courses written in black are proposed new MLA courses for which we have included copies of UH-M 
1 forms, justifications, and generic syllabi in Appendix E.  
 

In order for the School of Architecture to be able to implement this new program without requesting additional 
resources, minor modifications had to be made to the existing Bachelor of Environmental Design (BEnvD) 
curriculum. These changes included replacing selected former electives with four new required BEnvD courses 
that will also serve as required first-year MLA I courses. Additionally, this insertion of four additional landscape 
architecture courses in the third and fourth year of the BEnvD allows students with an interest in the MLA to 
apply for advanced placement by up to one year (MLA I AP track). Dean Friedman’s BEnvD program 
modification request (based on a unanimous recommendation by the school’s curriculum committee and 
architecture faculty senate) is currently under review by the Office of the Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs. 
The materials are included in Appendix D of this document. 
 

The MLA I degree track incorporates the following existing 300/400-level ARCH (BEnvD) courses: 
 

‐ ARCH/TPSS 352 Landscape Architecture History [3 credits]  
‐ ARCH 381 Landform and Water [3 credits] 
‐ ARCH 483 Urban Ecological Analysis and Design [3 credits] 
‐ ARCH 484 Plants in Design [3 credits] 
 

We expect the transformation of these four lecture courses into both BEnvD and MLA I degree 
requirements to provide robust enrollment numbers. The school has coordinated the inclusion of 12 
required credits of 300/400-level coursework in the 90-credit MLA I program track with the Office of 
Graduate Education (OGE). It is in accordance with OGE practice. Professional LAAB accreditation also 
allows for the incorporation of upper-division course work into MLA curricula. In fact, this practice is 
quite common in established, accredited MLA programs across the country.  

 

Similarly, in an effort to take advantage of and strengthen relevant DArch program course offerings, the 
MLA curriculum incorporates the following existing 600-level ARCH courses: 
 

‐ ARCH/PH 682 Building Well-Being: Health and the Built Environment [3 credits]   
‐ ARCH 695 Applied Theories of Landscape Architecture [3 credits] 
‐ ARCH 739 Research Methods Seminar [3 credits] 
‐ ARCH 743 Architecture Studio IV: Urban Design [6 credits]    
‐ ARCH 690 Special Topics Seminar [3 credits] 
‐ ARCH 699 Directed Work: Thesis Prep [3 credits] 
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The Master of Urban and Regional Planning curriculum in the Department of Urban and Regional Planning 
(DURP) includes PLAN 620 Environmental Planning & Policy as a core requirement. This 3-credit course is 
offered annually in the fall semester by Assistant Professor Daniele Spirandelli, who, in addition to her Ph.D., 
holds a professional MLA. The course content is of great relevance to the School of Architecture’s proposed 
MLA program. DURP and the School of Architecture, through coordination between Judith Stilgenbauer (SoA 
Director of Graduate Programs), Karen Umemoto (DURP Chair), and Professor Spirandelli (instructor of PLAN 
620) have agreed upon the inclusion of PLAN 620 Environmental Planning and Policy [3 credits] as an MLA 
requirement. DURP will open PLAN 620 to future MLA students. SoA anticipates that around 12 MLA students 
will be required to take PLAN 620 in the fall of 2019 followed by approximately 15 - 20 students in the fall of 
2020, with similar numbers during subsequent years.  

 

Parallel to the submission of this program proposal, the School of Architecture has submitted UH-M 1 forms and 
supporting material (included in Appendix E) for the following new MLA courses: 
 

‐ ARCH 631 Design Communication for Landscape Architects [3 credits]   
‐ ARCH 633 Computer Applications in Landscape Architecture [3 credits]   
‐ ARCH 634 Plant Identification and Use [3 credits] 
‐ ARCH 635 Landscape Materials and Construction [3 credits] 
‐ ARCH 636 Landscape Architectural Professional Practice [3 credits] 
‐ ARCH 651 Fundamentals of Landscape Design Studio [6 credits]   
‐ ARCH 652 Site Design Studio [6 credits]   
‐ ARCH 696 Special Topics in Landscape Architecture (elective) [3 credits] 
‐ ARCH 700 MLA Thesis [9 credits]  
‐ ARCH 761 Ecology, Community, and Design [6 credits]   
‐ ARCH 763 Advanced Project Design Studio: Comprehensive [6 credits] 
‐ ARCH 764 Capstone Design Research Studio [9 credits]   
 

In addition to the courses listed above, CTAHR’s Department of Tropical Plant and Soil Sciences (TPSS) is in the 
process of submitting UH-M 1 paperwork to establish the following two cross-listed courses, which will serve as 
future MLA and DArch elective options (ARCH 6XX): 

 

‐ TPSS / ARCH 658 Environmental Landscape Technologies and Systems [3 credits] 
‐ TPSS / ARCH 656 Environmental and Cultural Landscape Studio [3 credits] 

 

The MLA curriculum leaves rooms, mainly through its electives, for potential additional cross-listed courses with 
the Department of Urban and Regional Planning (MURP program), CTAHR (MS in Natural Resources and 
Environmental Management), as well as other UH Mānoa departments such as Geography, etc. 
 

In addition to the curricular collaborations listed above, on January 17, 2017 the School of Architecture 
and Lyon Arboretum have entered into an MOU for the purpose of affirming the two units’ collaboration 
and commitment to close, continuing cooperation in the areas of research, teaching, design, and service. 
Both Lyon Arboretum and the UH Mānoa campus landscape and arboretum will serve as important 
teaching laboratories for a number of MLA courses, such as ARCH 484 Plants in Design, ARCH 634 Plant 
Identification and Use, and various design studios. 
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Degree Requirements 
General degree requirements for the MLA program are set forth by OGE policy.29  MLA-specific degree 
requirements are listed in the following.  
 
First-professional MLA Track (MLA I)  
Admitted students with 4-year bachelor degrees in unrelated fields will go through the 90-credit first-professional 
track of the MLA. It follows OGE Master’s Plan B, which terminates in an intense 9-credit ARCH 764 Capstone 
Design Research Studio during the final semester. Program track requirements are as follows: 
 

MLA core requirements [33 credits]:  
ARCH 634 [3], ARCH 635 [3], ARCH/PH 682 [3], ARCH 695 [3], ARCH 739 [3], ARCH 743 [6],  
ARCH 761 [6], ARCH 763 [6] 
 

Additional MLA I requirements [36 credits]:  
ARCH/TPSS 352 [3], ARCH 381 [3], ARCH 483 [3], ARCH 484 [3], ARCH 631 [3], ARCH 633 [3],  
ARCH 636 [3], ARCH 651 [6], ARCH 652 [6], PLAN 620 [3] 
 

Required electives [12 credits]:  
ARCH 6XX [3], ARCH 6XX [3], ARCH 696 [3], ARCH 696 [3] 
 

Capstone [9 credits]:  
ARCH 764 [9] 
 

MLA I total: 90 credits 
 
First-professional MLA Advanced Placement Track (MLA I AP) 
 

This 60-credit first-professional advanced placement track is open to qualified applicants with professional 
degrees in architecture (BArch, MArch, DArch) or 4-year pre-professional undergraduate degrees in landscape 
architecture, architecture, or environmental design, such as the School of Architecture’s own BEnvD program. 
The MLA I AP track follows OGE Master’s Plan B (9-credit ARCH 764 Capstone Design Research Studio in 
final semester). Exceptionally qualified MLA I AP students, through petition to the future MLA graduate chair, 
may, by exception, be allowed to follow Master’s Plan A (sequence of 3-credit ARCH 699 Thesis Prep in lieu of 
one ARCH 6XX followed by 9-credit ARCH 700 MLA Thesis). Program track requirements are as follows: 
 

MLA core requirements [33 credits]:  
ARCH 634 [3], ARCH 635 [3], ARCH/PH 682 [3], ARCH 695 [3], ARCH 739 [3], ARCH 743 [6],  
ARCH 761 [6], ARCH 763 [6] 
 

Additional MLA I AP requirements [6 credits]:  
ARCH 636 [3], PLAN 620 [3] 
 

Required electives [12 credits]:  
ARCH 6XX [3], ARCH 6XX [3], ARCH 696 [3], ARCH 696 [3] 
 

Thesis/capstone [9 credits]:  
ARCH 764 [9]  
(Or, by exception: ARCH 699 [3], ARCH 700 [9]; reduces number of ARCH 6XX electives listed above by one) 
 

MLA I AP total: 60 credits 
 
  

                                                            
29 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/content/degree-requirements [accessed 2/17/2017] 
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Post-professional MLA Track (MLA II)  
This post-professional 54-credit track of the MLA is open to applicants who already hold LAAB-accredited 
professional degrees in landscape architecture (BLA, BSLA, or equivalent). The MLA II track typically follows 
Master’s Plan A (sequence of 3-credit ARCH 699 Thesis Prep plus 9-credit ARCH 700 MLA Thesis). By 
petition—depending on their background and interest—MLA II students also have the option of following Plan B 
(9-credit ARCH 764 Capstone Design Research Studio in final semester plus ARCH 6XX elective in lieu of 
ARCH 699 thesis prep). The fact that this program track is not accredited allows for more flexibility in course 
choices and, through petition, course content waivers in cases where post-professional degree students can 
demonstrate prior upper division or graduate-level coursework equivalent in content. Waived MLA II 
requirements (not including core requirements) will result in additional elective options. MLA II students will 
work closely with their advisor/the MLA graduate chair to custom tailor their program of study within the general 
framework defined by the program chart. MLA II program track requirements are as follows: 
 

MLA core requirements [33 credits]:  
ARCH 634 [3], ARCH 635 [3], ARCH/PH 682 [3], ARCH 695 [3], ARCH 739 [3], ARCH 743 [6],  
ARCH 761 [6], ARCH 763 [6] 
 

Additional MLA II requirements [3 credits]:  
PLAN 620 [3] or ARCH 636 [3] 
 

Required electives [6 credits]:  
ARCH 6XX [3], ARCH 6XX [3] or ARCH 696 [3] 
 

Thesis/capstone [12 credits]:  
ARCH 699 [3], ARCH 700 [9] 
Or, by petition: ARCH 764 [9], ARCH 6XX [3] 
 

MLA II total: 54 credits 
 
 
 
 
 
Curriculum map 
Part 5.A. of this document includes a detailed curriculum map that illustrates the alignment of the MLA’s 
curricular organization with student learning outcomes (SLOs).  
 
 
Program charts 
The MLA I, MLA I AP, and MLA II program charts included in the following three pages illustrate how the 
recommended sequence of required courses and electives for each of the three closely intertwined MLA program 
tracks are organized to meet the program’s overall objectives. 
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University of Hawai`i at Mānoa School of Architecture

MLA  I
MASTER OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE Student Name

FIRST-PROFESSIONAL DEGREE TRACK
ID Number

(last, first)

Entry Semester

YR SEM CREDITS

ARCH 651  [6] ARCH 631  [3] ARCH 633  [3] ARCH 381  [3]
Fundamentals of Landscape Design Communication for Computer Applications  in Landform and Water  

F Design Studio Landscape Architects Landscape Architecture

1 PRE-REQ 15

ARCH 652  [6] ARCH 483  [3] ARCH 484  [3] ARCH 352/TPSS 352 [3]
Site Design Studio Urban Ecological Analysis Plants in Design Landscape Architecture

S and Design History

PRE-REQ ARCH 651 ARCH 381 ARCH 381 15

ARCH 761  [6] ARCH 635  [3] ARCH 634  [3] ARCH 695  [3]
Ecology, Community, Landscape Materials and Landscape Plants: Applied Theories of

F  and Design (studio) Construction Identification and Use  Landscape Architecture

2 PRE-REQ ARCH 483, ARCH 652 ARCH 381 ARCH 484 15

ARCH 743  [6]  ARCH 739  [3] ARCH 682/PH 682 [3] ARCH 6XX  [3]
Architecture Studio IV: Research Methods Seminar Building Well-Being: Health Special Topics Seminar/

S Urban Design and the Built Environment other Elective (elective)

PRE-REQ ARCH 761 ARCH 761 15

ARCH 763  [6] PLAN 620  [3] ARCH 636  [3] ARCH 696  [3]
Advanced Project Design Environmental Planning & Landscape Architectural Special Topics in Landscape

F Studio: Comprehensive  Policy Professional Practice  Architecture (elective)

3 PRE-REQ ARCH 634, 635, 761, 743 ARCH 634, ARCH 635 15

ARCH 764  [9] ARCH 696  [3] ARCH 6XX  [3]
Capstone Design Research Special Topics in Landscape Special Topics Seminar/

S Studio Architecture (elective) other Elective (elective)

PRE-REQ ARCH 763 15

TOTAL 90

DESIGN & RESEARCH ELECTIVESOTHER PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

2017
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MLA  I  AP
MASTER OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE Student Name

FIRST-PROFESSIONAL DEGREE TRACK w/ ADVANCED PLACEMENT
ID Number

(last, first)

Entry Semester

YR SEM CREDITS

Design Fundamentals Design Communication Computer Applications Topography

Site/Landscape Design Ecology Planting Design Landscape Architecture

History

ARCH 761  [6] ARCH 635  [3] ARCH 634  [3] ARCH 695  [3]
Ecology, Community, Landscape Materials and Landscape Plants: Applied Theories of

F  and Design (studio) Construction Identification and Use  Landscape Architecture

2 PRE-REQ ARCH 483 15

ARCH 743  [6]  ARCH 739  [3] ARCH 682/PH 682 [3] ARCH 6XX  [3]

Architecture Studio IV: Research Methods Seminar Building Well-Being: Health Special Topics Seminar/

S Urban Design and the Built Environment other Elective (elective)

PRE-REQ 15

ARCH 763  [6] PLAN 620  [3] ARCH 636  [3] ARCH 696  [3]
Advanced Project Design Environmental Planning & Landscape Architectural Special Topics in Landscape

F Studio: Comprehensive  Policy Professional Practice  Architecture (elective)

3 PRE-REQ ARCH 634, 635, 761, 743 ARCH 634, ARCH 635 15

ARCH 764  [9] ARCH 696  [3] ARCH 6XX  [3]
Capstone  Design Research Special Topics in Landscape Special Topics Seminar/

S Studio Architecture (elective) other Elective (elective)

PRE-REQ ARCH 763 15

TOTAL 60

OTHER PROGRAM REQUIREMENTSDESIGN & RESEARCH ELECTIVES

A
d

v
a

n
c

e
d

 P
la

c
e

m
e

n
t

2017
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MLA  II
MASTER OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE Student Name

POST-PROFESSIONAL DEGREE TRACK
ID Number

(last, first)

Entry Semester

YR SEM CREDITS

ARCH 761  [6] ARCH 635  [3] ARCH 634  [3] ARCH 695  [3]
Ecology, Community, Landscape Materials and Landscape Plants: Applied Theories of

F  and Design (studio) Construction Identification and Use  Landscape Architecture

1 PRE-REQ 15

ARCH 743  [6]  ARCH 739  [3] ARCH 682/PH 682 [3] ARCH 6XX  [3]

Architecture Studio IV: Research Methods Seminar Building Well-Being: Health Special Topics Seminar/
S Urban Design and the Built Environment other Elective (elective)

PRE-REQ ARCH 761 ARCH 761 15

ARCH 763  [6] ARCH 699  [3]  PLAN 620  [3]
Advanced Project Design Directed Work: Thesis Prep  Environmental Planning &

F Studio: Comprehensive  Policy

OR

ARCH 636  [3]
Landscape Architectural

Professional Practice  

2 PRE-REQ ARCH 634, 635, 761, 743 ARCH 634, ARCH 635 12

ARCH 700  [9] ARCH 696  [3] 
MLA Thesis Special Topics in Landscape

S Architecture (elective)

OR

ARCH 6XX  [3]

Special Topics Seminar/
other Elective (elective)

PRE-REQ ARCH 699 Th. Prep, ARCH 763 12

TOTAL 54

DESIGN & RESEARCH ELECTIVESOTHER PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

2017
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2.B. Admission Policies 
 

Admissions procedures for the planned MLA program will follow general OGE policy.30  In addition, MLA-
specific requirements and admissions policies will be closely aligned with established School of Architecture 
practices for the professional Doctor of Architecture program (DArch).  
 
Admissions Standards 
 

a. Prior degrees: 
Per OGE policy, “[t]o be eligible, an applicant must hold or expect to hold prior to matriculation a bachelor’s 
degree from a regionally accredited U.S. college or university, or an equivalent degree from a recognized non-
U.S. institution of higher education. At minimum, the applicant needs to demonstrate above average academic 
performance … for undergraduate course work and for any post-baccalaureate or graduate course work. 
Because the number of qualified applicants exceeds the number of spaces available, admission will be 
competitive.  Meeting minimum admissions standards does not guarantee admission.”31 
To be eligible, a first-professional MLA I track applicant must hold or expect to hold a 4-year bachelor’s 
degree with a major in any field of study. A first-professional MLA I AP track applicant must hold or expect 
to hold a professional (accredited) degree in architecture (BArch, MArch, DArch) or a 4-year pre-professional 
(non-accredited) bachelor’s degree in landscape architecture, architecture, or environmental design. 
Additionally, a strong design portfolio is required for an MLA I AP applicant to be granted advanced standing 
of up to two semesters. To be eligible, a post-professional MLA II track applicant must hold or expect to hold 
an accredited professional degree in landscape architecture (BLA, BSLA, or equivalent) that fulfills the 
requirement for landscape architectural licensure. 

 

b. Minimum GPA: 
Applicants to the MLA program need to demonstrate a GPA of 3.0 or above for undergraduate course work 
and for any post-baccalaureate or graduate course work. 

 

c. Standardized Exams:  
Standardized exam and English proficiency requirements for MLA admissions will be in accordance with OGE 
rules.32  At this time, applicants to the MLA program won’t be required to submit GRE scores. The proposed 
MLA will revisit and evaluate this practice a few years into the operation of the program.  
Minimum TOEFL score for international MLA applicants: 61 (internet) or 500 (paper)  
or minimum IELTS score for international MLA applicants: 6.00 for the overall band test results. 

 

d. Additional School of Architecture Application Requirements: 
Please refer to point Application Components below. 

 
Application Process 

 

a. Application Deadline: 
Admissions to the MLA program will be Fall only with a January 1 application deadline. 

 

b. Application Components: 
Prospective MLA students seeking admission to the program will be required to submit a general OGE 
application (paper or online)33 and the OGE application fee. In addition, MLA applicants need to submit the 
following supplemental materials required by the School of Architecture:  
-   School of Architecture Master of Landscape Architecture Program Supplemental Information for  
   Admission Form (Appendix I) 
-   Statement of Interest 

                                                            
30 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/content/prospective-students [accessed 2/17/2017] 
31 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/content/admissions-standards [accessed 2/17/2017] 
32 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/content/standardized-exams [accessed 2/17/2017] 
33 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/content/submitting-your-application [accessed 2/17/2017] 
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-   Resume 
-   Portfolio 
-   Three Letters of Recommendation 
The Supplemental Information form (Appendix I of this document) includes more detailed information about 
the format and content of these required documents as well as submission procedures.  

 

c. Application to Degree Tracks:  
-    Applicants with a four-year bachelor’s degree in an unrelated field will indicate in their supplemental 
     information form that they apply to the 90-credit first-professional MLA I track. 
-   Applicants with a professional degree in architecture (BArch, MArch, DArch) or a four-year pre- 
    professional (non-accredited) bachelor’s degree in landscape architecture, architecture, or environmental  
    design who seek advanced placement will indicate in their supplemental information form that they apply to     
    the first-professional MLA I AP track. 
- Applicants with an accredited professional degree in landscape architecture (BLA, BSLA, or equivalent)  
     will indicate in their supplemental information form that they apply to the 56-credit post-professional  
     MLA II track. 

 

2.C. Advising 
 

LAAB's 2016 Accreditation Standards for For First-Professional Programs In Landscape Architecture34 
(Appendix C) on page 14 under Standard 4 Student and Program Outcomes, B. Student Advising states that 
MLA programs “shall provide students with effective advising and mentoring throughout their educational 
careers.” Per these accreditation requirements35 effective MLA student advising should address academic 
development, career development, and professional opportunities, advanced educational opportunities, 
licensure requirements, as well as continuing education requirements associated with professional practice.  
 

In the proposed MLA program academic advising tasks will be distributed among the School of 
Architecture’s Director of Student Services, individual faculty advisors, and the MLA program director who, 
during the initial years of the program, will also potentially serve as MLA Graduate Chair (appointed by 
OGE). Upon admission into the program, MLA students will meet and work individually with the Graduate 
Chair to go over program requirements and the recommended sequence of courses. Subsequently, MLA 
students will meet on a regular basis with the Director of Student Services who will work with students on 
keeping them on track toward their degrees, navigating the system, offering assistance with curricular and 
registration-related questions and procedural documents, performing degree checks, etc.  Each MLA student 
will be assigned a landscape architecture faculty advisor. Faculty advisors mentor MLA students in various 
aspects related to their educational goals, ideas for thesis or capstone project topics, professional/career 
opportunities, licensure procedures, contacts with the professional community, etc.  Students should meet 
with their faculty advisor at least once per semester. The appointed MLA Graduate Chair, as the program’s 
liaison with OGE, in close coordination with the Dean, Director of Student Services, and individual faculty 
advisors, will oversee academic advising and students’ advancement from admission to graduation. She/he 
will maintain the integrity of the program and degree by upholding program-related policies and procedures 
and oversee MLA students’ progress toward their degree. She/he will further support and promote the 
scheduling of regular advising meetings for all MLA students. The Graduate Chair has signing authority for 
MLA-program-related documents and will review and approve all student forms that require an adviser’s 
signature.  
 
  

                                                            
34 https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Education/Accreditation/LAAB_ACCREDITATION_STANDARDS_March2016.pdf 
[accessed 6/22/2016] 
35 Ibid, page 14 
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3. Student Demand 
 

3.A. Profile of Students Who Will Likely Enroll in the Program 
 

UH Mānoa 
The proposed MLA program will offer an attractive degree option for graduates from the various UH Mānoa 
bachelor’s programs. The MLA I track allows for the admission of students with prior four-year bachelor’s 
degrees in fields unrelated to landscape architecture. Thus, it has the potential to draw from a wealth of 
prospective student pipelines across the campus. The MLA I might also attract graduates from programs such as 
MURP or recipients of other Mānoa graduate degrees who seek an additional, related degree or a professional 
degree. 
 

BEnvD graduates from the School of Architecture’s pre-professional undergraduate program will have an 
attractive two-year professional degree option in the MLA I AP. Once approved and established, this program 
track will likely also attract BEnvD grads from prior years who are interested in returning to graduate school for 
landscape architecture. In an increasingly multi-disciplinary environmental design field, the MLA I AP track will 
also provide an additional professional degree option for selected DArch graduates interested in a two-year degree 
in landscape architecture.  
 

UH System 
We anticipate that the proposed MLA I track will be of great interest to four-year bachelor’s graduates from UH 
Hilo, UH West Oahu, and UH Maui (in addition to students from UH Mānoa) with interests in sustainability and 
built environments design.  
 

Hawai‘i (Other) 
The MLA I track will further offer an attractive professional graduate degree option for bachelor’s (and master’s) 
degree recipients from the other four-year colleges in Hawai‘i: Brigham Young University Hawai‘i, Chaminade 
University of Honolulu, and Hawai‘i Pacific University.  
 

Further, we will very likely see increasing interest from members of the local professional community who desire 
to return to school for a graduate degree, a professional degree in a different, related field, or a post-professional 
degree. 
 

Mainland 
Located in a unique, highly attractive environment, the proposed MLA program will draw mainland students 
interested in sustainable urban/landscape design in (sub)tropical Asia/Pacific regions, where the majority of global 
urban growth will occur in the upcoming decades. Hawai‘i with its rich natural and cultural history and manifold 
environmental challenges provides a unique place of learning and opportunity for cutting-edge landscape 
architectural research, teaching, and practice.  We expect all three MLA program tracks to be attractive to 
interested bachelor’s and master’s graduates from the mainland. The post-professional MLA II track will allow 
the School of Architecture to bring in experienced students who will stimulate the interdisciplinary scholarly 
environmental design discourse in the school and on campus through their thesis work and applied research.  
 

Abroad 
Given UH’s relative proximity to Asia and other Pacific-Rim regions, we are confident that the proposed MLA 
program, particularly its MLA I AP and post-professional MLA II degree tracks, will likely see significant interest 
from students from those parts of the world. In addition, the attractive and uniquely interesting Hawaiian place of 
learning will be a draw for other international students with specific, aligned interests.  

 

3.B. Student Interest (Needs Assessment) 
 

Many UH Mānoa School of Architecture alumni, young local professionals, and students currently enrolled 
in both the School of Architecture’s Bachelor of Environmental Design (BEnvD) and professional Doctor 
of Architecture (DArch) programs have repeatedly expressed their strong interest in the proposed MLA as 
a professional degree option. This interest is reflected in frequent email and phone inquiries about the 
proposed program start date and undergraduate students’ selection of the existing urban design and 
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landscape design concentrations. Currently a total of 18 BEnvD students in their third and fourth year have 
chosen one of those program foci.36 Additionally, since the school has instituted the change from a seven-
year professional DArch program to a 4+3 sequence of programs (four-year pre-professional BEnvD plus 
three-year professional DArch), it has lost several recent BEnvD graduates to mainland MLA programs.  
These facts provide further evidence for the need of the degree. 

 

In an effort to more reliably continue to determine and quantify prospective student interest, at the beginning of 
the spring 2016 semester, the School of Architecture created an online survey that was disbursed to University of 
Hawai‘i Hilo, West Oahu, Maui, and Mānoa campus undergraduate students’ e-mail addresses via the UH 
Broadcast System. The survey titled “Landscape Architecture Student Interest Survey” was anonymous, expected 
to take 3-5 minutes to complete, and consisted of 8 questions with additional room for comments. Appendix G 
contains a summary of the original survey.  

 

Of the 27,663 email addresses the survey was sent to, 374 students completed the survey with 106 of those 
students voluntarily leaving personal contact information requesting additional information about the proposed 
MLA program. Survey results revealed that 64.7% (242/374 students) of survey participants were UH Mānoa 
undergraduate students. Only 11 of those students indicated that they were current declared architecture majors. 
When asked “[i]f a three-year professional Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) degree program, open to 
applicants with a four-year bachelor’s degree in any field of study, were offered at UH Mānoa effective Fall 2017, 
would you consider applying after graduation from your undergraduate program?,” analysis indicated that 79.6% 
of the responders were in favor of considering applying to the program, leaving 18.3% of survey participants not 
interested in applying, and 2.1% neutral.  Similarly, when asked “[i]f a two-year professional Master of 
Landscape Architecture (MLA) degree program, open to applicants with a pre-professional bachelor’s degree in 
environmental design or architecture, were offered at UH Mānoa effective Fall 2017, would you consider 
applying after graduation from your undergraduate program?,” analysis revealed that 96.2% of survey 
respondents (currently enrolled in a pre-professional degree program) would consider applying to the 2-year 
program and only 3.8% of the responding population would not apply. The original survey summary reports are 
included in Appendix G. 

 

These survey findings, which cover a thorough spring 2016 snapshot of interest among four-year college students 
in the UH system, support the program’s potential to attract approximately 10-15 first-professional MLA students 
per a year, which is in synch with the expectations expressed in the approved ATP document. The three proposed 
tracks of the MLA are designed to attract significant interest from first-professional and post-professional degree 
students with prior degrees from international and mainland colleges in addition to the UH undergraduate students 
covered in the survey summarized above. 

 

While the MLA program proposal is under review, the school will continue and strengthen its efforts to actively 
promote the field of landscape architecture and planned degree among its own and other local undergraduate 
students and recent graduates. Further, as mentioned above, the school receives frequent and repeated requests 
from other prospective applicants from within and outside of the state regarding the start date of the proposed 
MLA program. Given this context—with the appropriate marketing and, once BOR approval has been achieved, 
intense recruitment—the school is very confident in its ability to attract sufficient numbers of qualified applicants 
for the proposed program. 

 

3.C. Estimated Enrollment Numbers 
 

The enrollment number estimate included below is based on the needs assessment/applicant profile summarized 
above, the growth and demand figures included in part I.C above (state needs and professional demand), as well 
as experiences with our own professional DArch program and MLA programs across the mainland (typical class 
sizes for design studio courses, etc.).  Figures used here and for the cost/revenue template (Part 4 below) are 
deliberately kept conservative. Once established, the MLA program is expected to grow and attract higher 
enrollment numbers across all three program tracks. 

                                                            
36  April 2016 data provided by School of Architecture Student Services Office 
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 Est. enrollment 
MLA I track 

Est. enrollment 
MLA I AP track 

Est. enrollment 
MLA II track 

Total estimated 
enrollment 

 

Year 1 (2018-19) 
 

Incoming: 6 
 

Incoming: 5 
 

Incoming: 1 
 

12   (total SSH: 360) 
 

 

Year 2 (2019-20) 
 

Incoming: 8 
Continuing (yr 1): 6 

 

Incoming: 6 
Continuing (yr 1): 5 

 

Incoming: 2 
Continuing (yr 1): 1 

 
 

16 
12 
28   (total SSH: 834) 
 

 

Year 3 (2020-21) 
 
 

Incoming: 8 
Continuing (yr 1): 6 
Continuing (yr 2): 8 

 
 

Incoming: 6 
Continuing (yr 1): 5 
Continuing (yr 2): 6 

 
 

Incoming: 2 
Continuing (yr 1): 1 
Continuing (yr 2): 2 

 
 

16 
12 
16 
44   (total SSH: 1302) 

  
  

 

 
4. Program Resources and Efficiency 

 

4.A. Required Resources (Program Implementation and First Cycle Operation) 
 

The proposed MLA program will leverage existing School of Architecture resources and collaborations to every 
extent possible. By doing so, we expect that no new general funds will be needed to implement the program. We 
have achieved this model through hybridization within the school and the reallocation of existing resources, e.g., 
by filling vacated positions with landscape architecture professors and utilizing existing courses in our own 
BEnvD and DArch programs and those of adjunct departments, particularly DURP and DTPSS (see 2.A. above). 
The School expects this program, including its post-professional degree option (MLA II), to attract international 
and out-of-state applicants. It is further expected that differential tuition and Outreach College revenue will help 
cover the cost of part-time lecturers.  
 

Fundraising has begun, including a $40,000 student scholarship fully endowed by PBR Hawaii, a large local 
landscape architecture firm, which exemplifies the professional community’s commitment to an MLA for the 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa.  
 

LAAB accreditation Standard 2 "Program Autonomy, Governance, and Administration" requires a professional 
landscape architecture program such as the MLA to "have the authority and resources to achieve its mission, goals 
and objectives." 37  The document states the intent of the standard as follows: "Each landscape architecture 
program shall be recognized as a discrete professional program with the resources, institutional support, and 
authority to enable achievement of the stated program mission, goals and objectives." 38 Criterion B. “Institutional 
Support” reads as follows: 
 

The institution shall provide sufficient resources to enable the program to achieve its mission and goals, and it supports 
individual faculty members’ development and advancement.  
Assessment 1: Funding is available to assist faculty and other instructional personnel with continued professional 

development, including support in developing funded grants and attendance at conferences. Funding is sufficient to 
maintain computers and appropriate software, other types of equipment, and technical support.  

Assessment 2: Funding is adequate for student support, such as scholarships and work-study jobs.  
Assessment 3: Adequate support personnel are available to accomplish the program’s mission and goals. 

 

                                                            
37 LAAB 2016 Accreditation Standards for For First-Professional Programs In Landscape Architecture, p. 7 (Appendix C) 
38 ibid, p. 7 (Appendix C) 
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Faculty 
As mentioned above, LAAB accreditation Standard 2 "Program Autonomy, Governance, and Administration" 
requires a professional landscape architecture program such as the MLA to have the resources to achieve its goals 
and objectives. Criterion A calls for the program to be "administered as an identifiable, discrete program within its 
institution." The program administrator needs to hold a faculty appointment in landscape architecture. According 
to LAAB’s assessment criteria for Standard 2, the program administrator is expected to exercise “effective 
leadership of and management functions for the program. (Where the program administrator is not the primary 
administrator for the academic unit, as in a landscape architecture program within a multidisciplinary department 
or school, the landscape architecture leader has the authority to significantly influence the management of 
resources, including budget, faculty review, tenure and promotion outcomes, and the direction of the program.)”39  
Upon program approval, School of Architecture Associate Professor Judith Stilgenbauer, who currently serves as 
the school’s Director of Graduate Programs and holds a faculty appointment in landscape architecture, will 
assume the role of MLA program director. She will work closely with the School of Architecture dean on all 
aspects related to the MLA curriculum and operation. If appointed by OGE, the MLA program director will 
initially also serve as MLA Graduate Chair (program’s liaison to OGE). 
 

LAAB accreditation Standard 2, Criterion E “Faculty Number” states that “[t]he faculty shall be of a sufficient 
size to accomplish the program’s goals and objectives; to teach the curriculum; to support students through 
advising and other functions; to engage in research, creative activity, and scholarship; and to be actively involved 
in professional endeavors such as presenting at conferences."40 LAAB’s minimum requirement for achieving 
accredited status in an academic unit that offers one first-professional MLA program (versus two professional 
degree programs such as a BLA and MLA) is listed as “at least three FTE instructional faculty who hold 
professional degrees in landscape architecture, at least one of whom is full-time.”41  For continuing accreditation 
(i.e., several years into the established program), LAAB’s minimum FTE requirement for a single program is “at 
least five instructional faculty. At least four of these faculty members hold a professional degree in landscape 
architecture and at least three of them are full-time.”42 
 

Currently, Associate Professor Judith Stilgenbauer and Assistant Professor Simon Bussiere are the only full-time 
tenured/tenure-track School of Architecture faculty members with professional degrees in landscape architecture. 
Tenure-track Assistant Professor Sara Carr, whose appointment is split between the School of Architecture (75%) 
and Public Health (25%), also holds a professional MLA. Thus, the existing landscape architecture FTE within the 
School of Architecture currently is 2.75 (of the 3 required for initial accreditation). Additionally, Assistant 
Professor Daniele Spirandelli in DURP, who will teach one required MLA course, holds a professional landscape 
architecture degree, as does TPSS Associate Professor Andrew Kaufman, who is expected to teach a number of 
MLA courses (existing required cross-listed 300-level course and new graduate-level electives). To supplement 
these tenure-track/tenured MLA faculty members’ teaching, the School of Architecture expects to hire part-time 
lecturers from the local professional community to cover other required MLA courses (using differential tuition 
and Outreach College revenue). Their combined FTE will also count toward the LAAB minimum FTE 
requirement. Several existing architecture faculty members are also qualified to contribute to the MLA curriculum 
(through courses that are both BEnvD/DArch and MLA requirements, see 2.A. above), but their appointments will 
not count towards LAAB’s FTE requirement because they do not hold a landscape architecture degree.  
 

The cost/revenue budget table included in part 4.B below includes details about the expected cost for full and part-
time program faculty and lecturers during the program’s first three years of operation. The school will seek to 
achieve this budget goal through a combination of approaches, including but not limited to the internal 
reallocation of resources, development of MLA-related revenue-generating extension courses; and advancement 
initiatives (e.g. aggregated endowments for support of instruction in landscape architecture). At this time, we 
require no new general funds to launch the MLA program and operate its first cycle. Once the MLA has been 
established, requests for additional FTE would be enrollment-driven and dependent on growth and revenue 
                                                            
39 LAAB 2016 Accreditation Standards for For First-Professional Programs In Landscape Architecture, p. 7 (Appendix C) 
40 ibid, p. 8 (Appendix C) 
41 ibid, p. 8 (Appendix C) 
42 ibid, p. 8 (Appendix C) 
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generation. In the future, we would also like to explore the establishment of jointly offered and administered 
transdisciplinary concurrent professional degree options such as MLA/DArch or MLA/MURP and potential new 
revenue-generating post-professional degree(s) and/or certificate programs.  
 

As the School of Architecture’s identity evolves through growth and shifting disciplinary foci, the faculty 
and administration have begun contemplating a name change and future departmentalization. In this 
scenario, landscape architecture would eventually become its own department. 
 

Support Personnel 
The School of Architecture Student Services Office, through its Director of Student Services and other staff, will 
provide MLA support in student advising, admissions, communications with OGE, curricular matters, and degree 
administration. Office of the Dean staff, such as the school’s Administrative Office, will continue to provide 
MLA-related HR and funds management support. Further, the school’s directors of Digital Media/IT Lab and 
Fabrication Shop and their student staff members will support MLA student and faculty needs. Thus, no additional 
staff will be needed during MLA program implementation. As the School of Architecture faculty and student body 
continues to grow, however, additional pressure will be placed on administrative and staff resources. Once the 
MLA has been established, with sufficient and growing enrollment/revenue, additional staff support may be 
needed. 
 

Library Requirements 
The UH Mānoa Library holds a significant number of basic landscape architectural resources in digital and 
print formats. During meetings with Ted Kwok (former Librarian and Head, Business Humanities Social 
Sciences, subject specialist for the architecture and urban design/planning collections) and Eileen Herring 
(former Agriculture Librarian, Science & Technology, subject specialist for CTAHR and plant material 
resources) both indicated their support for the School of Architecture’s MLA plans. As the program grows and 
seeks initial accreditation (expected 2021), additional library resources may be required. In the meantime,  
we will undertake new fundraising initiatives and reallocate existing expendable gift accounts where 
appropriate to augment the school’s and university’s library resources in landscape architecture, urban design, 
plant material, and related topics, to a level commensurate with a competitive MLA curriculum.  
 

Supplies and Equipment 
The MLA program will take advantage of existing School of Architecture supplies and equipment. Where 
additional equipment is needed for the establishment of the program, we will use differential tuition revenue 
and/or existing expendable gift accounts to help fund the expenses. 
 

Physical Resources/ Facilities 
During the first years of program establishment, existing School of Architecture spaces will be sufficient to 
accommodate incoming MLA classes. School of Architecture classrooms and teaching spaces are appropriate for 
lecture courses and seminars and general purpose classrooms can be used for lecture courses.  
Students in the proposed MLA program will use the School of Architecture’s Digital Fabrication Services lab 
(room 207) for scanning, printing, laser-cutting, and 3D printing, as well as the Fabrication Workshop (room 
104/105) for woodworking and CNC milling. As the program ripens, we will seek to augment and update physical 
resources and equipment to accommodate the needs of MLA students. Differential tuition will help fund these 
additions and improvements (see line 23 “H. Other” in cost/revenue template). 
 

LAAB Standard 7 " Facilities, Equipment, and Technology " states that a professional landscape architecture 
program such as the MLA “shall provide faculty, students, and staff access to facilities, equipment, libraries, and 
other resources necessary for achieving the program’s mission and objectives.”43 The School of Architecture’s 
existing facilities, especially when slightly modified—using differential MLA tuition—to address MLA-specific 
student/faculty requirements, seem adequate to meet this important accreditation standard.  

                                                            
43 LAAB 2016 Accreditation Standards for For First-Professional Programs In Landscape Architecture, p. 18 (Appendix C) 
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A B C D E F G H I J K
Academic Cost and RevenueTemplate - New Program (adjust template for appropriate number of years) (Updated 06/12/12)

ENTER VALUES IN YELLOW CELLS ONLY
CAMPUS/Program 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

ENTER ACADEMIC YEAR (i.e., 2011-2012) 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021
Students & SSH

A. Headcount enrollment (Fall) 12 28 44
B. Annual SSH 360 834 1,302

Direct and Incremental Program Costs Without Fringe
C. Instructional Cost without Fringe 216,200$         341,600$        432,400$        
        C1. Number (FTE) of FT Faculty/Lecturers 2.50                4.00               5.00               
        C2. Number (FTE) of PT Lecturers 3.00                4.00               6.00               
D. Other Personnel Costs 20,000$           40,000$          40,000$          
E. Unique Program Costs 5,000$             8,000$            8,000$            
F. Total Direct and Incremental Costs 241,200$         389,600$        480,400$        

Revenue
G. Tuition 229,320$         531,258$        829,374$        

Tuition rate per credit 637$                637$               637$               
H. Other 12,000$           28,000$          44,000$          
I. Total Revenue 241,320$         559,258$        873,374$        

-120 -169,658 -392,974

Program Cost per SSH With Fringe
   K. Instructional Cost with Fringe/SSH 797$                545$               441$               
         K1. Total Salary FT Faculty/Lecturers 200,000$         320,000$        400,000$        
         K2. Cost Including Fringe of K1 270,000$         432,000$        540,000$        
         K3. Total Salary PT Lecturers 16,200$           21,600$          32,400$          
         K4. Cost Including fringe of K3 17,010$           22,680$          34,020$          
   L. Support Cost/SSH 467$                467$               467$               

         Non-Instructional Exp/SSH 534$                534$               534$               
         System-wide Support/SSH 68$                  68$                 68$                 
         Organized Research/SSH 135$                135$               135$               

   M. Total Program Cost/SSH 1,264$             1,012$            908$               
   N. Total Campus Expenditure/SSH 971$                971$               971$               

Instruction Cost with Fringe per SSH
   K. Instructional Cost/SSH 797$                545$               441$               
   O. Comparable Cost/SSH 1,175$             1,175$            1,175$            

Program used for comparison.

 (signature and date)

MURP (data for FY 11-12)

Provisional Years (2 yrs for Certificate, 3 yrs for Associate Degree, 6 yrs for Bachelor's Degree, 
3 yrs for Masters Degree, 5 yrs for Doctoral Degree)

MANOA/ MLA

J.  Net Cost (Revenue)

Reviewed by campus VC for Administrative Affairs:        
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4.B. Funding 
 

Please refer to the Cost and Revenue Template (above). 
 

For maximum efficiency, relevant existing BEnvD, DArch, DURP, and TPSS courses will be incorporated in the 
proposed MLA curriculum (see 2.A. above) and lecturers from the professional field will be utilized. As it is 
common practice in other, established MLA programs, some core curriculum courses are more appropriately 
taught by professionals. At least 2.75 FTE of tenured/tenure-track faculty will already be in place by the time the 
first cohort is admitted. It is expected that additional FTE and/or lecturer costs required to operate the program’s 
initial cycle will be covered by differential tuition; revenue from the Outreach College; through the reallocation of 
internal resources (e.g. teaching assignments, course development, and cross-listing required coursework); and 
through future strategic recruitment for open faculty positions. No new general funds will be needed to launch the 
program. 

4.C. Cost Comparison with Other Programs 
 

As indicated in the Cost and Revenue Template (above), the MLA’s anticipated instructional cost with fringe per 
SSH is estimated to be $797 during AY2018-19, $545 during AY2019-20, and $441 during AY2020-21. This 
compares, for example, to $1,175 (last available data from FY 2011-12) instructional cost per SSH in the 
Department of Urban and Regional Planning’s small, professional MURP program.  
 

Average class sizes for required MLA design studio courses such as ARCH 651, ARCH 652 Site Design, ARCH 761 and 
ARCH 763 are expected to be equivalent to the sizes of existing studio courses in our professional DArch 
program (6-14 students). The required 300/400-level MLA courses are based on BEnvD program requirements 
(ARCH/TPSS 352, ARCH 381, ARCH 483, ARCH 484). The addition of MLA students will increase enrollment 
in these existing lecture courses and thus make them more financially viable. The same is true for existing 
graduate-level DArch courses that will be MLA requirements (ARCH/PH 682, ARCH 695, ARCH 739, ARCH 
743, ARCH 690). The addition of MLA students will make these courses more efficient in terms of their 
student/instructor ratio. The remaining MLA lecture, capstone, and thesis courses will be comparable in size to 
those in other relatively small professional programs such as MURP or the DArch.  

4.D. Similar Programs at Other UH Campuses 
 

No landscape architecture degree programs exist in the UH System or in the state. While related disciplines such 
as architecture, urban planning and tropical plant and soil sciences at UH Mānoa offer selected courses related to 
landscape architecture and professional design/planning degree options, those degrees are not recognized by the 
Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB) and thus do not typically suffice for landscape architectural 
licensure.  
 
 
5. Program Effectiveness 

 

5.A. Assessment of Quality of Student Learning 
 

Program Assessment 
The proposed MLA curriculum provides its graduates with a deep and thorough knowledge, core skills, and 
applications of contemporary landscape architecture with a focus on sustainable built environment design in 
(sub)tropical, Hawaiian, and Asia/Pacific environments. It fosters creative problem solving, critical thinking, and 
advanced design communications. Further, in an educational context enriched by other disciplines, MLA students 
will acquire competency in landscape architectural applied research and scholarly methods.  
 

The proposed curriculum (see 2.A. above for details) strives for educational excellence in exploring the role of 
landscape architectural design as a medium of aesthetics, place, infrastructure, resources, ecology, sustainability, 
culture, heritage, community, and social and environmental equity. Graduates will be prepared to succeed in a 



Program Proposal: Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA)                  University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa           Revision 1 (04/10/2017) 

 

30 
 

changing world, enter professional practice or other careers in landscape architecture, and influence the future 
trajectory of the local, national, and international profession in innovative ways. 
 

Important aspects of the proposed MLA program's goals, curricular structure, and assessment of quality of student 
learning are closely guided by LAAB Accreditation Standard 3 "Professional Curriculum," which identifies key 
components of a professional landscape architecture curriculum.44  The proposed MLA’s educational goals and 
student learning objectives include, but are not limited to: 
 

SLO 1: History, theory & criticism  
This SLO combines knowledge and skills in the areas of design history, design theory, criticism, critical thinking; 
interdisciplinarity; sustainability, resiliency, stewardship; and health, safety, welfare. 
 

SLO 2: Design processes and methodology  
This SLO combines knowledge and skills in critical thinking, analysis, ideation, synthesis, site program and 
iterative design development at various scales, and design communication. 
 

SLO 3: Natural and cultural systems and processes  
This SLO combines knowledge and skills in plants and ecosystems sciences, with a focus on tropical climates and 
Asia/Pacific; built environment and infrastructure; human factors and social and community systems; human 
health and well-being; as well as Hawai‘ian sense of place and cultural practices. 
 

SLO 4: Communication and documentation  
This SLO combines knowledge and skills in written communication, oral communication, visual and graphic 
communication/representation; design and construction documents; numeracy, quantitative problem-
solving/communication; and community and client engagement. 
 

SLO 5: Implementation 
This SLO combines knowledge and skills in construction technology and site engineering; site materials; use and 
management of plants and vegetation; and policies and regulation. 
 

SLO 6: Computer applications and advanced technologies  
This SLO combines knowledge and skills in 2D and 3D visualization and modeling; design communication from 
conceptual to construction drawings; and geospatial analysis. 
 

SLO 7: Assessment and evaluation  
This SLO combines knowledge and skills in site assessment, pre-design analysis, landscape performance, post-
occupancy evaluation, and visual and scenic assessment. 
 

SLO 8: Professional practice 
This SLO combines knowledge and skills in leadership; values, ethics; practice; and construction administration. 
 

SLO 9: Research and scholarly methods 
This SLO combines knowledge and skills in quantitative and qualitative methods; establishing a research 
hypothesis; framing research questions; literature/case study review/precedent review; research integrity and 
protection of human subjects; and communication of research. 
 
In addition to MLA-specific SLO (above) that are closely guided by LAAB expectations, MLA courses and 
syllabi will also incorporate proposed Mānoa Advanced Degree Institutional Learning Outcomes (once finalized 
and approved): 45 
 

Knowledge and Understanding  
1. Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge in one or more general subject areas related to, but not confined to, a 
specific area of interest.  
2. Demonstrate understanding of research methodology and techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
 

 

                                                            
44 LAAB 2016 Accreditation Standards for For First-Professional Programs In Landscape Architecture, p. 10 (Appendix C) 
45 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/assessment/reports/pdf/GradEd_Advanced_Degree_ILOs_2014_draft.pdf 
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Intellectual and Applied Skills  
3. Apply research methodology and/or scholarly inquiry techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
4. Critically analyze, synthesize, and utilize information and data related to one’s field of study.  
 

Communication Skills  
5. Proficiently communicate and disseminate information in a manner relevant to the field. Professional  
    Responsibility  
6. Conduct research or projects as a responsible and ethical professional.  
7. Interact professionally with others. 
 
 

The MLA SLO and draft Mānoa Advanced Degree ILO listed above will be included in MLA course syllabi as 
appropriate. Please refer to the UH-M 1 forms and supporting materials (justifications and generic syllabi) for 
new MLA courses in Appendix E for examples.   
 
Admission of applicants into the three MLA program tracks (see 2.B. above) with their respective programs of 
study acknowledges student competency and varying levels of preparedness.  
 

As is common practice in professional design degree programs, the evaluation of students during their final studio 
presentations by invited professionals as well as the participation of outside committee members (experienced 
professionals) on thesis and capstone committees and juries will play important roles in the assessment of MLA 
learning at various stages throughout the program (also see curriculum map below).  
 

Additionally, as has been a long-standing and successful tradition in the school’s NAAB-accredited DArch 
program, at the end of each semester, MLA program faculty will engage in an all-faculty review of the semester’s 
program course work, specifically design studio work. During this assessment session, all School of Architecture 
faculty and the Dean gather for one day and evaluate/discuss how studio courses and the overall program 
curriculum might be adjusted to better align course content with SLO and improve overall program learning 
outcomes. 
 

Curriculum Map 
The following page includes a curriculum map that illustrates the alignment of instruction with student learning 
outcomes (SLO) throughout the proposed MLA curriculum. Individual course syllabi further specify which 
aspects of the SLO are emphasized in courses. 
 
Key:  
 

SLO = student learning outcome 
 

"I" =  Introduced (students are introduced to the outcome) 
 

"R" = Reinforced and opportunity to practice (the outcome is reinforced and students afforded opportunities to  
          practice) 
 

"M" = Mastery at the exit level (students have had sufficient practice and can now demonstrate mastery) 
 

"A" = Assessment evidence collected (evidence might be collected and evaluated for program-level assessment) 
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Curriculum Map  Desired MLA Student Learning Outcomes 

Require- 
ments:  
MLA I 
Track  

Require- 
ments:  
MLA I AP 
Track 

Require- 
ments:  
MLA II 
Track 

SLO 
1 

SLO 
2 

SLO 
3 

SLO 
4 

SLO 
5 

SLO 
6 

SLO 
7 

SLO 
8 

SLO 
9 

ARCH 381 - - I I I I I I I    

ARCH 631   - -  I I I       

ARCH 633   - -  I  I       

ARCH 651 
studio 

- - I I I I I I I I I A

ARCH 352 - - R  I R     I  

ARCH 483   - -  R R R I      

ARCH 484 - - I I R R I I I  I  

ARCH 652 
studio   

- - R R R R R R R   A 

Core: ARCH 634 I I I I I      

Core: ARCH 635   R R  I I I R I   

Core: ARCH 695   R R R R     I  

Core: ARCH 761 studio   R R R R R R R   A 

Core: ARCH 6XX Seminar/ Elective Varies by topic  

Core: ARCH 682 I  R R     R  

Core: ARCH 739   R   R     R  

Core: ARCH 743 interdisciplinary studio  R R R R R R R  R A 

Core: ARCH 763 comprehensive studio R M M R M M R R  A 

PLAN 620  PLAN 620  PLAN 620 R  R R M R   M  

-  - 
 or: ARCH 
636 

R R R M R   M   

ARCH 636    ARCH 636     R R R M R   M   

  
 ARCH 699   
 thesis prep 

M M  M     M  

ARCH 6XX 
Seminar/ 
Elective 

ARCH 6XX 
Seminar/ 
Elective 

ARCH 6XX 
Seminar/ 
Elective 

Varies by topic  

- - 
or:  ARCH 
696 

Varies by topic  

ARCH 696 ARCH 696  Varies by topic  

ARCH 764 
capstone 
studio 

ARCH 764 
capstone 
studio 

  M M M M M M M M M A 

  
ARCH 700  
MLA Thesis  

M M M M M M M M M A 



Program Proposal: Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA)                  University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa           Revision 1 (04/10/2017) 

 

33 
 

5.B. Program Accreditation and Plans to Meet Accreditation Requirements 
 

The proposed MLA I and MLA I AP tracks of the MLA will seek Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board 
(LAAB) accreditation candidacy status during the first and second year of program operation (application for 
candidacy status during first year of MLA operation; LAAB candidacy team visit and review during second year). 
Candidacy is an accreditation classification granted to a program that is in the early stages of development or an 
intermediate stage of program implementation.  
 

Upon graduation of its first MLA I class (anticipated in 2021), the program will apply for initial LAAB 
accreditation. LAAB program accreditation for the proposed MLA I and MLA I AP tracks of the MLA degree, 
once granted, will be retroactive and include the first graduating class.  
 

The relevant American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) website that summarizes information on the 
accreditation of first-professional landscape architecture degree programs states that "LAAB is recognized by the 
Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) as the official accrediting body for first professional 
programs in landscape architecture. LAAB is a member of the Association of Specialized and Professional 
Accreditors (ASPA). CHEA reviews LAAB accreditation standards and procedures to ensure that the policies and 
procedures meet proper standards."46  
 

LAAB’s 2016 Accreditation Procedures For First-Professional Programs In Landscape Architecture and the 
Accreditation Standards for For First-Professional Programs In Landscape Architecture are included in the 
Appendix to this document (Appendix B and C).  
 

Throughout this program proposal we have highlighted important LAAB accreditation criteria and how they 
relate to the MLA program outcomes, curricular and administrative organization, resources, and assessment.  
 

The School of Architecture administration and faculty possess a wealth of experience with professional program 
accreditation. Future MLA program coordinator Judith Stilgenbauer, during her prior faculty appointment at UC 
Berkeley, has undergone two full LAAB accreditation applications and visits. During the October 2016 annual 
ASLA convention in New Orleans, Stilgenbauer on behalf of the school attended both the program 
administrator’s meeting and first-ever LAAB-organized accreditation workshop, during which she connected with 
LAAB Accreditation Manager Kristopher Pritchard.  
 

The School of Architecture’s administration and faculty are well prepared to undertake the upcoming MLA 
accreditation candidacy and initial accreditation applications. At the time of the submission of this proposal, 
pending program approval, the school already meets all criteria necessary for a LAAB accreditation candidacy 
status application (Accreditation Procedures For First-Professional Programs In Landscape Architecture, page 
8). 
 

The proposed MLA degree is not expected to interfere with the School of Architecture’s NAAB accreditation 
(DArch program) or UH Mānoa’s accreditation by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC). In 
fact, the MLA will support the existing DArch’s NAAB accreditation by providing additional potential electives 
for architecture students. LAAB recognizes WASC as a regional accreditation agency. 
 
 

  

                                                            
46 https://www.asla.org/AccreditationLAAB.aspx#About_LAAB [accessed 6/22/2016] 
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Preface 
 

The Landscape Architecture Accreditation Board (LAAB) accredits professional degree programs in 
landscape architectural.  To do that, the Board creates and applies Standards and Procedures.  The 
Standards are basis for decision-making and action for the Board.  The Standards are reviewed and 
updated every five years through a process articulated in Board Procedures.   The previous version of the 
Standards and Procedures (2010) were both a part of a single document.  For this version, the Board has 
decided to create separate documents of Standards and of Procedures. 

 
This document contains the Accreditation Procedures. 
 
PREAMBLE 
Mission 
The mission of LAAB is to evaluate, advocate for, and advance the quality of education in landscape 
architectural degree programs. 

Identity 
LAAB is the accrediting organization for landscape architectural degree programs. As such, LAAB 
develops standards to evaluate landscape architectural degree programs objectively and judges whether a 
school’s landscape architectural degree program is in compliance with its accreditation standards.  
 
LAAB is composed of landscape architecture practitioners and academicians, representatives from 
landscape architecture collateral organizations, and representatives of the public. The collateral 
organizations are the: 

• American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) 
• Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards (CLARB) 
• Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture (CELA) 

Values 
To achieve its mission, LAAB seeks to 

• hold itself to high ethical standards, 
• uphold the standards it establishes in a non-punitive manner, 
• support diversity in its many forms, 
• promote self-examination and self-analysis of programs and curriculum, 
• achieve educational excellence as a prerequisite to professional excellence, and 
• encourage education that prepares students to succeed in a changing world. 

Introduction to Accreditation 
Accreditation is a nongovernmental, voluntary system of self-regulation and self-evaluation. 
Accreditation can be sought at both institutional and specialized levels. Institutional accreditation is 
concerned with an institution as a whole, specialized accreditation with a specific degree program. The 
institution or program conducts a self-study to evaluate how well it is meeting its educational objectives. 
The accrediting agency then provides an independent assessment of that evaluation. 
 
LAAB is a specialized accrediting agency for educational programs leading to first-professional degrees 
at the bachelor’s or master’s level. In addition to assessing how well a program meets its own specific and 
institutional educational mission and objectives, LAAB evaluates each program against standards that 
define the essential educational components leading to entry-level professional competence. These 
standards are developed by consensus of the community of interest and are regularly reviewed and 
assessed.  
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The Council for Higher Education Accreditation’s (CHEA) recognition of accrediting organizations has 
three basic purposes: 
 
To advance academic quality, accrediting organizations must have standards that 

• advance academic quality in higher education; 
• emphasize student achievement; 
• emphasize high expectations of teaching and learning, research, and service; and 
• are developed within the framework of the institutional mission. 

 
To demonstrate accountability, accrediting organizations must ensure accountability through 

• consistent, clear, and coherent communication to the public and to the higher-education 
community; and 

• involvement of the public in accreditation decision making. 
 
To encourage purposeful change and needed improvement, accrediting organizations must 

• anticipate and address needed change, 
• stress student achievement, and 
• ensure long-range institutional viability. 

 
LAAB has received CHEA recognition and must conform to CHEA standards. 

Academic Quality 
Each LAAB-accredited program must maintain and monitor—and strive to advance—academic quality 
within its curriculum and its institution. “Academic quality” at its most basic means that a program 
satisfies—meets or exceeds—student and professional expectations. However, the program must reflect 
the institutional mission, thus providing diversity amongst programs and fostering innovation in practice, 
research, and service. The program must have specific processes to determine if its quality standards are 
being met; evaluation must be ongoing and forward-thinking. Academic quality is indicated not only by 
student achievement but also by high standards of teaching, research, and service. The goals and results of 
these activities should reflect both the institutional mission and that of the profession of landscape 
architecture. 

Scope and Authority 
LAAB is recognized by CHEA as the official accrediting body for first-professional programs in 
landscape architecture. LAAB is a member of the Association of Specialized and Professional Accreditors 
(ASPA). CHEA reviews LAAB accreditation standards and procedures to ensure that they meet its 
standards. 
 
The official scope of LAAB accreditation is "...first-professional programs at the bachelor's or master's 
level." Other programs, such as pre-professional and advanced professional programs, lie outside LAAB's 
scope. LAAB reviews eligible programs in the United States and its territories. 
 
LAAB is established in the ASLA bylaws: 
 

Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board 
916. There shall be a Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB). The board shall 
consist of twelve (12) members, including one (1) appointed by the Society who shall also serve 
as a member of the Council on Education, one (1) appointed by the Council of Educators in 
Landscape Architecture (CELA), and one (1) appointed by the Council of Landscape 
Architectural Registration Boards (CLARB). The remaining members shall be appointed 
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according to procedures established by LAAB. The board shall be an autonomous working group 
with responsibility to act in matters concerning accreditation of professional landscape 
architecture degree programs. Fees collected by LAAB shall cover the direct costs of 
accreditation visits and board meetings. The Society shall provide staff support and overhead for 
LAAB in an amount to be determined in the annual budget of the Society as established by the 
Board of Trustees. 

 
ASLA has established an administrative policy regarding LAAB:  
 

Purpose 

The purpose of this policy shall be to affirm the American Society of Landscape Architects’ 
(ASLA) commitment to and define its in-kind support for the Landscape Architectural 
Accreditation Board (LAAB) as an autonomous working group with responsibility to act in 
matters concerning accreditation of professional landscape architecture degree programs. 

 
Commitment 

ASLA has supported accreditation since the 1920s and will continue its commitment to the 
viability of LAAB for as long as such support is considered beneficial to the advancement of the 
profession of landscape architecture. 

Decision-making authority in all matters concerning accreditation shall rest solely with LAAB. 
This authority shall include determination of accreditation policies and procedures, establishment 
of accreditation fees, and allocation of those funds to achieve its mission. ASLA will exert no 
influence over such decisions beyond that expressed by its one vote on the accreditation board. 

In the best interests of its long-term health and stability, ASLA will expect LAAB’s decisions to 
be fiscally responsible and generally follow ASLA management guidelines. ASLA will provide 
LAAB with a minimum of three (3) years notice of any reduction in the amount of support 
provided. 

 
In-Kind Support 

ASLA will provide staffing support and overhead for the administration of LAAB’s affairs. Such 
support will include: program management, accounting, meeting planning, library/information 
resources, computer/technical support, reception, and mailroom services; and office space, 
general office supplies, Internet/web access, equipment, furniture, and fixtures. In addition, 
LAAB members and volunteers will be covered by applicable ASLA insurance policies. 

ASLA Administrative Policy, 2005 

Community of Interest 
Before adopting or revising any accreditation standard, LAAB consults the "community of interest" 
which is defined as: 
 
 Administrators of accredited Landscape Architecture programs 
 ASLA Board of Trustees 
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 CELA 
 ASLA National Student Representative 
 ASLA Student Chapters 
 CLARB/State Board Members 
  Accrediting agencies 
 ASLA members 
 Roster of Visiting Evaluators (ROVE) members 
      Canadian Society of Landscape Architects 
 General public 
  
The community of interest will have a minimum of 30 days to comment on any proposed revisions. 
Landscape architecture accreditation standards and procedures are reviewed by the LAAB every five 
years. 
 

Membership 
LAAB is responsible for judging whether a program is in compliance with its accreditation standards. The 
12-member board consists of representatives from ASLA, CELA, and CLARB, three landscape 
architecture educators, three practicing landscape architects, and three laypersons, all appointed for three-
year terms.  
 
Appointments are arranged so the terms of no more than one educator, one practitioner, and one layperson 
expire in the same year. LAAB members are limited to two consecutive terms of appointment without a 
break in service. New LAAB members are selected by a vote of current members, with consideration 
given to diverse experiences and regional representation. Educators and practitioners must have served on 
three accreditation visits before being appointed to LAAB. The three non-landscape-architect members 
are selected from nominations received at large and cannot be affiliated with a landscape architecture 
program. Replacement members to fill unexpired terms are appointed in the same manner as original 
appointees.  
 

Definitions, Interpretation, and Application 
 
Accreditation: Accreditation is a voluntary process of peer review designed to evaluate programs on the 
basis of their own stated objectives and the accreditation standards that follow. 
 
Administrative Probation Status: Administrative Probationary Accreditation status is assigned when an 
institution or program does not meet its administrative obligations. LAAB assigns this status if the 
institution or program fails to comply with one or more of the following requirements: 

• paying annual fees within 90 days of the invoice date, 
• paying a late fee by the due date, 
• submitting reports or other required information within 45 days of the due date, or 
• agreeing to a reasonable on-site evaluation visit date at or near the time established by LAAB 

staff.  
Administrative Probationary Accreditation is an accreditation category not subject to appeal. The program 
is recognized and listed as accredited with this designation until the requirement(s) that was not met has 
been fully satisfied. Failure to completely remedy the situation by the date specified in the probationary 
letter may result in revocation of accreditation. 
 
Assessment: Assessment is the process by which a program or institution’s level of compliance with or 
achievement of the criteria relevant to its accreditation is evaluated.  
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Candidacy Status: Candidacy is an accreditation classification granted to a program that is in the 
planning or early stages of development or an intermediate stage of program implementation.  
 
Compliance: Compliance with a standard is achieved when LAAB concludes, after review of relevant 
indicators or other evidence, that the standard is met or met with recommendation, as defined below. To 
achieve LAAB accreditation, a program must demonstrate to LAAB, through the self-evaluation report, 
site visit, and technical accuracy review of the visiting team’s report, that it complies with all standards. 
 
Considerations for Improvement: Considerations for Improvement are informal counsel offered to a 
program as a part of the Visiting Team’s Report but not included in the final action letter from LAAB to 
the program. These may areas where the program can build on a strength or address an area of concern 
that does not directly affect accreditation at the time of the LAAB review. 
 
Criteria: Each LAAB standard has one or more criteria statements that define the components needed to 
satisfy the standard. Not satisfying a criterion does not automatically lead to the assessment of a standard 
as not met. To be accredited, a program must demonstrate progress toward meeting the criteria. In this 
document, criteria are identified by letters (for example: A. Program Mission). 
  
Faculty Full-Time Equivalence (FTE): The FTE is a figure representing the aggregated time committed 
by full- and part-time faculty members to teaching in a department or program, including faculty who 
have their duties or teaching assignments split between an undergraduate and a graduate program and 
faculty who have their assignments split between disciplines. For purposes of calculation, a faculty 
member with a part-time appointment of 50 percent (and, presumably, a teaching/scholarship/service 
assignment roughly equivalent to half that of a full-time faculty member) would be assigned a 0.5 FTE. A 
full-time faculty member with duties in only one department would be assigned an FTE of 1.0 for that 
department. 
 
Final Action Letter: A final action letter is an official communication from LAAB to a program reporting 
its accreditation status and any recommendations affecting accreditation. 
 
First-Professional Program: A first-professional program in landscape architecture encompasses the 
body of knowledge common to the profession and promotes acquisition of the knowledge and skills 
necessary to enter its professional practice. At the bachelor's level, such a program is typically conducted 
in a context enriched by the liberal arts and natural and social sciences. At the master’s level, such a 
program also provides instruction in and application of research and scholarly methods. 

 
Initial Accreditation: The first period of accreditation for a program leading to a degree in landscape 
architecture is its initial accreditation; LAAB initial accreditation applies to degrees awarded within two 
years prior to initial accreditation by LAAB. 
  
Intent: A statement of intent explains the purpose of a standard. 
 
Program: A program comprises the coursework and other learning experiences leading to a degree as 
well as the supporting administration, faculty, staff, facilities, and services that sponsor and provide those 
experiences. 
 
Recommendations Affecting Accreditation: Recommendations Affecting Accreditation are issues of 
serious concern, directly affecting the quality of a program. Recommendations Affecting Accreditation 
are issued when a visiting team assesses a standard as met with recommendation or not met. 
Recommendations are derived from the identified areas of weakness in meeting a standard as described in 
the rationale sections of a visiting team’s report. The program is required to report progress regularly on 
these issues. Recommendations Affecting Accreditation identify issues; they do not prescribe solutions. 
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Self-Evaluation Report (SER): An SER is a document prepared by a program that describes its 
expectations, operations, and resources; assesses its progress toward meeting its mission, goals, and 
objectives; and measures its performance against the criteria for accreditation. 
 
Shall: In official LAAB standards and criteria, “shall” indicates mandatory actions for a program or 
institution. 
 
Should: In official LAAB standards and criteria, “should” indicates prescriptive recommendations for a 
program or institution. 
 
Standards: Standards are qualitative statements of the essential conditions an accredited program must 
meet to achieve accreditation.  
 
Standard Met:  A “Standard Met” designation indicates that overall program performance in the relevant 
area meets LAAB minimum standards.  LAAB may judge a standard as met even though one or more 
indicators within the standard are not minimally met. 
 
Standard Met with Recommendation: A “Standard Met with Recommendation” designation indicates 
that deficiencies exist in an area directly bearing on accreditation. The problem or problems have 
observable effects on the overall quality of the program. 
 
Standard Not Met: A “Standard Not Met” designation means that a cited deficiency is so severe that the 
overall quality of a program is compromised and the program’s ability to deliver adequate landscape 
architecture education is impaired. 
  

Minimum Requirements for Achieving and Maintaining Accredited Status 
 

1. The program title and degree description must incorporate the term "landscape architecture."  
 
2. An undergraduate first-professional program must be a baccalaureate program of at least four 

academic years' duration.  
 
3. A graduate first-professional program must be a master's program equivalent to at least three 

academic years' duration.  
 

  4.  Faculty instruction full-time equivalence (FTE) requirements are as follows:  
a.  An academic unit that offers a single first-professional degree program at the emerging or 

Initial Accreditation status has at least three FTE instructional faculty who hold professional 
degrees in landscape architecture, at least one of whom is full-time.  

b.  An academic unit that offers a first-professional degree program at both the bachelor’s and 
master’s levels at the emerging or Initial Accreditation status has at least six FTE 
instructional faculty, at least five of whom hold professional degrees in landscape 
architecture, at least two of whom are full-time in the department.  

c.  An academic unit that offers a single first-professional degree program at the continuing full 
accreditation status has an FTE of at least five instructional faculty, at least four of these 
faculty members hold a professional degree in landscape architecture, at least three of whom 
are full-time in the department.  

d.  An academic unit that offers first-professional degree programs at both the bachelor’s and 
master’s levels with continuing full accreditation status has an FTE of at least seven 
instructional faculty, at least five of whom hold professional degrees in landscape architecture 
and are full-time in the department. 
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Program Status 

Number of Full-time 
Equivalent Instructional 
Faculty 

Number of Faculty with a 
Professional Degree in 
Landscape Architecture (could 
be part-time or adjunct) 

Number of Full-time Faculty 
with a Professional Degree 
in Landscape Architecture 

Programs seeking Initial 
Accreditation  

   

     Single Program 
 

3 3 1 

     Bachelor’s & Master’s 
     Program 

6 5 2 

Programs seeking re-
accreditation 

   

     Single Program 
 

5 4 3 

     Bachelor’s & Master’s 
     Program 

7  5 

 
5. The parent institution must be accredited by a recognized institutional accrediting agency (such as 

the U.S. Department of Education or CHEA). 
 
6. There must be a designated program administrator responsible for the leadership and management 

functions for the program under review.  
 
7. The program must provide a comprehensive public information disclosure about the program’s 

status and performance within a single-click link from the program’s website. 
 
8. The program must:  

• continuously comply with accreditation standards, 
• pay the annual sustaining and other fees as required, and  
• regularly file complete annual and other requested reports.  

 
The program administrator shall inform LAAB if any of these factors fail to apply during an accreditation 
period. The program administrator is responsible for reporting any substantive changes to the program 
when they occur. (Substantive changes are those that may affect the accreditation status of the program, 
addressed on page 16 of this document.)  
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ACCREDITATION PROCEDURES 
Initiating Accreditation  
A program can apply for accreditation once it meets the Minimum Requirements for Achieving and 
Maintaining Accredited Status (page 6) and has had at least one graduating class. Accreditation applies to 
degrees awarded within two years prior to initial accreditation by LAAB. 
  
A program should notify LAAB of its intention to apply for initial accreditation at least four months 
before a requested accreditation visit. A program must have had one graduating class and meet 
accreditation requirements 1 through 8 (see Minimum Requirements for Achieving and Maintaining 
Accredited Status) before a visit can be scheduled. The accreditation process is the same whether a 
program is applying for renewal of accreditation or initial accreditation. 
 

Candidacy Status 
To assist non-accredited programs, LAAB has created a Candidacy status to help programs prepare for 
the accreditation process. Candidacy is an accreditation classification that may be granted to a program in 
the planning or early stages of development or in an intermediate stage of program implementation. This 
accreditation classification provides evidence to the educational institution, licensing bodies, and the 
public that at the time of evaluation, the developing education program is working toward and appears 
capable of meeting the standards set forth in the requirements for an accredited educational program in 
landscape architecture.  
 
The purpose of the candidacy period is to allow an institution working toward becoming accredited to 
establish a stable, constructive, ongoing, and helpful partnership with LAAB. A program designated as a 
candidate has voluntarily committed to work toward LAAB accreditation. Candidacy status signifies that 
the program is demonstrating reasonable progress toward the attainment of accreditation. However, 
candidacy status does not indicate accredited status nor does it guarantee eventual accreditation. 
 
To achieve candidacy status a program must meet the minimum requirements for achieving and 
maintaining accredited status except for the faculty FTE requirements. However, before a program can 
apply for initial accreditation, the minimum faculty requirements for its type of degree program listed in 
the LAAB accreditation standards must be met. 
 
After achieving Candidacy status, a program must apply for initial accreditation within one year of its 
first graduating class. If initial accreditation is not granted, the program can retain its Candidacy status for 
one additional year. 
 
To achieve Candidacy status, a program must submit a SER and undergo a program review. A program 
review is an abbreviated evaluation during which one member of LAAB or one of its visiting evaluators 
reviews the program’s SER and conducts a two- or three-day visit to the program. LAAB then reviews the 
report and determines whether the program should be granted Candidacy status. In addition, LAAB 
makes recommendations of ways the program can continue to advance toward meeting the accreditation 
standards. The program is responsible for the expenses of the program-review visitor.  
 
LAAB members vote on whether to grant a program Candidacy status at LAAB’s next regularly 
scheduled meeting, after reviewing the program’s SER and the program review report. If LAAB decides 
not to grant Candidacy status, this decision is not subject to appeal. The program is informed in writing of 
LAAB’s decision.  
 
After achieving Candidacy status, a program is required to submit a progress report to LAAB annually. 
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A program that has achieved Candidacy status must pay an annual sustaining fee. (A fee schedule can be 
obtained from the LAAB office.) 
 

Self-Evaluation Report 
All programs applying for accreditation prepare a SER following the required LAAB format. The SER 
describes the program's mission and objectives, its self-assessment, and its future plans; provides a 
detailed response to the recommendations of the previous visiting team; and details the program's 
compliance with each accreditation standard. It is important that faculty, administrators, and students 
participate in preparing the report; the SER must include a statement explaining the participation of each 
group.  
 
Because accreditation is a voluntary process, LAAB cannot conduct a review without an invitation or 
written notice of approval from the chief executive officer of a candidate program’s parent institution. 
This invitation and notice of preferred dates for the LAAB accreditation visit must be submitted at least 
four months prior to the proposed visit. 
 
The accreditation manager notifies each program of the accreditation schedule and LAAB deadlines. At 
least 45 days before the visit, the program must submit one copy of the SER to the accreditation manager 
and one copy of the SER with the proposed visit schedule to each member of its visiting team. 
 
If the documents are not submitted by this deadline, the program may be notified that the visit must be 
postponed. In the case of a currently accredited program, this may result in the suspension or expiration of 
accreditation.  
 
The program is responsible for all costs incurred plus an administrative fee. (A fee schedule can be 
obtained from the LAAB office.) 
 

Roster of Visiting Evaluators 
LAAB maintains the Roster of Visiting Evaluators (ROVE). Visiting team members are selected from 
this roster. There are three categories of evaluators: 
 

landscape architecture educators who hold a first-professional degree in landscape architecture, 
teach in an accredited program, and hold the minimum academic rank of tenured associate 
professor; 
 
academic administrators (current or former) who hold the minimum rank of assistant or associate 
dean, including non-landscape-architects, and who hold terminal degrees in their respective fields; 
and 
 
landscape architecture practitioners who have a first-professional degree in landscape 
architecture and at least five full years of practice experience. 

 
Exceptions to these criteria must be approved by the LAAB chair. 
 
To ensure wide representation of the community of interest, each accredited program is invited to 
nominate one landscape architecture educator and one academic administrator. Similarly, each ASLA 
chapter is encouraged to nominate a practitioner to ROVE. LAAB also seeks nominations from other 
sources, such as individuals and organizations (such as CELA and CLARB). LAAB reviews nominations 
for ROVE and makes appointments to the roster. Appointments are for five years and are renewable. 
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Information on file for all ROVE members includes current location, school affiliations, and previous 
visits, as well as a résumé. 
 

Visiting Team Selection 
The visiting team for an accreditation visit consists of one landscape architecture educator, one 
practitioner, and one academic administrator. The LAAB chair selects a proposed visiting team from 
ROVE and designates one member as team chair. 
 
Teams are selected to avoid potential conflicts of interest. For example, a previous affiliation with the 
program under review, or an affiliation with a program in the same geographic region competing for 
enrollments or funding renders an evaluator ineligible. All ROVE members participating in a review of a 
course of study leading to a first-professional MLA degree must hold advanced degrees. 
 
The program is advised of the proposed team, including each proposed team member's present position, 
experience, and areas of expertise. The program has the right to challenge one team member for cause. A 
challenge can be made if the nominee comes from the same geographic region and is affiliated with a 
competing institution, if the nominee had a previous affiliation with the institution, or if the institution can 
demonstrate that the nominee is not competent to evaluate the program. However, the final decision on 
team assignments rests with the LAAB chair. 
 
When the visiting team’s composition and the date of the visit are finalized, the team and the program are 
formally notified by LAAB. Any subsequent change in team makeup because of scheduling conflicts or 
emergencies is made in consultation with the program. 
 
Where special conditions warrant, such as providing team-member training or assisting with 
site-evaluation procedures and matters of due process, a four-person team may be assembled, with the 
forth member designated as an observer. At the discretion of the LAAB chair, one of the following may 
accompany the visiting team: a LAAB member, ASLA's director of education or accreditation manager, a 
landscape architecture educator who has a specialist background relevant to the program under review, an 
educator from a related design profession, or a ROVE member participating for training purposes. 
 

Observer Responsibilities 
An observer may participate in discussions as invited by the visiting team chair. For example, an educator 
assigned as an observer in training to become a visiting team member may be asked to participate in 
reviews of student work and may ask questions at interviews that the educator member of the team would 
typically ask. However, the goal of the observer is to prepare to be a future team member.  
 

Cooperation with Other Accrediting Agencies and State Agencies 
LAAB seeks to reduce the burden of accreditation on landscape architecture programs by participating 
with other accrediting bodies if the program under review so requests. The schedule and arrangements 
must ensure that all aspects of the LAAB review can be accomplished. 
 

Pre-Visit Responsibilities: Visiting Team 
The team chair is responsible for making assignments and assembling the visiting team’s report. Team 
members receive the Accreditation Standards and Procedures and the LAAB Visiting Team Guidelines, 
and are expected to be thoroughly familiar with these documents, before the accreditation visit. Each 
visiting team member must carefully review the SER of the program applying for accreditation and carry 
out assignments as the team chair directs. 
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Pre-Visit Responsibilities: Program  
The accreditation manager schedules the dates of the accreditation visit after conferring with the team and 
the program’s parent institution. The program is responsible for making all lodging arrangements for the 
visiting team. Hotel accommodations must be comfortable and reasonably priced; where possible, the 
program should select on-campus facilities such as those for visiting faculty or guest lecturers. (LAAB is 
responsible for the travel, lodging, and meal expenses of the visiting team.) Institutions with more than 
one campus are responsible for the transportation costs between the campuses, including additional airfare 
(e.g., additional costs for flying into one airport and out of another) if applicable. 
 
The program prepares the visit schedule and forwards it to the team members and the accreditation 
manager, along with the SER, at least 45 days prior to the visit. 
 

Sample Visit Schedule 
The following is a sample schedule of activities for a visiting team of the LAAB. This example allows 
time for all necessary meetings and inspections as well as for report preparation.  
 
Day 1 (Sunday) 

12:00 noon Team arrival and check-in.  
 
2:00 p.m. Review of student work and facilities. 
 
6:00 p.m. Meeting with administrator of the landscape architecture program to finalize 

schedule and to discuss the program in general. 
 
8:00 p.m. Executive session: confirm team member assignments and plan how the team will 

conduct various interviews and meetings during the visit. 
 

Day 2 (Monday)  
7:30 a.m.  Breakfast with program administrator.  
 
9:00 a.m. Meeting with chief executive officer of the institution.  
 
9:30 a.m. Meeting with immediate supervisor of the program administrator. 
 
10:00 a.m.  Familiarization tour of the landscape architectural facilities. (Tour should be brief 

and may be scheduled for Sunday or Monday, depending on team’s arrival 
schedule).  

 
10:30 a.m. Presentation of curriculum by faculty to visiting team. (This presentation 

demonstrates how the program accomplishes its mission through the curriculum 
and includes a review of student work from each class and sequence.) 
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12:00 noon Lunch with recent graduates and practitioners, at the discretion of the team and the 

school. (This meeting is an opportunity to evaluate graduates' satisfaction with the 
educational process and the degree to which the program prepared them to perform 
entry-level functions.) 

 
1:30 p.m. Interviews with students and faculty. (It is recommended that student interviews 

take place before faculty interviews. Student interviews are usually conducted with 
students grouped by year. Faculty interviews are usually a series of individual 
interviews at half-hour intervals, to discuss impressions of the program—strengths, 
weaknesses, faculty input, and faculty development. Group faculty interviews may 
be conducted if they are acceptable to the faculty and the team.) 

 
3:00 p.m. Break. 
 
3:15 p.m. Interviews with students and faculty (continued). 
 
 5:00 p.m. Break for the day. 
 
7:00 p.m. Team dinner and executive session to review findings. 
 

Day 3 (Tuesday) 
7:30 a.m. Breakfast with program administrator. 
 
9:00 a.m. Interviews with students and faculty (continued). 
 
12:30 p.m. Lunch with other department heads.  
 
1:30 p.m. Interviews with students and faculty (if necessary); inspection of library and other 

supporting facilities, such as computing center, special services, etc. 
 
3:00 p.m. Team executive session: preparation of report. 
 

Day 4 (Wednesday) 
7:30 a.m. Breakfast with program administrator to advise of team findings. 
 
9:00 a.m. Review of team findings with chief executive officer of the institution. 
 
9:45 a.m. Discussions of team findings with immediate supervisor of program administrator. 
 
10:30 a.m.  Report of team findings to landscape architecture faculty (may be combined with 

report to students at team’s discretion). 
 
11:15 a.m.  Report of team findings to students (may be combined with report to faculty at 

team's discretion). 
 
12:00 noon  Lunch, followed by departure from campus. 
  

 
 



LAAB ACCREDITATION PROCEDURES - 2016                                                                                                                    page 13  

Special Schedule Considerations 
Team members may conduct interviews by telephone with people who are unable to meet with them on 
campus, such as alumni, practitioners, or faculty on leave. The chief executive officer of the campus 
should be interviewed both at the beginning and at the end of the team's visit. Early inspection of space 
and facilities and an examination of work produced by students in the program are vital. No evening 
events (other than executive sessions) should be scheduled; the team needs this time to work on its report 
and prepare for the next day. 
 
The team members meet in executive session to prepare a complete report in draft form and to decide on 
an advisory recommendation to LAAB on the program's accreditation status. The content of this report, 
except the advisory recommendation, is discussed with the chief executive of the institution, as well as the 
program administrator, faculty, and students, particularly in regard to strengths and weaknesses of the 
program, recommendations affecting accreditation, and considerations for program improvement. 
 

Visiting Team Report 
The Visiting Team Guidelines, which the team members receive along with the Accreditation Standards 
and Procedures before the visit, include a format for the team’s report, which is designed to ensure a 
response to all the LAAB requirements and accreditation standards. The team chair makes writing 
assignments as necessary and is responsible for compiling the report. 
 
Within 10 days of the last day of the visit, the visiting team’s chair finishes compiling the report and 
sends copies to the other team members and the accreditation manager for review. The report may be 
edited for grammar, spelling, and style. The team members send their comments to the accreditation 
manager. Any substantive changes or additions must be referred to the team chair and may result in 
distribution of the report to the team to review a second time. 
 

Institutional Response 
Within 10 days of the receipt of the team report, the accreditation manager sends copies to the chief 
executive officer and the program administrator of the institution for their comments and review of its 
technical accuracy. 
 
Within 15 days following receipt of the team report, the institution must submit its institutional response 
(substantive comments and corrections) to the accreditation manager. The program shall respond to any 
standard that is assessed as “met with recommendation” or “not met.” This response should include any 
documentation the program administrator deems pertinent. 
 
The team report and institutional response are sent to the LAAB members at least three weeks before the 
next scheduled LAAB meeting. (LAAB meetings typically take place in February and July.) 
 

Vacating of Application for Accreditation  
Any time before action by LAAB, an institution may vacate its application for accreditation without 
penalty by notifying in writing both the LAAB chair and the accreditation manager. LAAB will not 
refund fees, and the program will be assessed for expenses incurred by LAAB. 
 

LAAB Review and Decision 
The accreditation review decision will take place at the next scheduled LAAB meeting. LAAB may 
consult with a member of the visiting team (usually the chair) and/or the program administrator in order 
to clarify items in the team report or institutional response. A program may ask to send a representative 
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before LAAB to discuss the pending accreditation decision. LAAB's decision will be based on the 
program's SER and annual reports, the visiting team’s report, and the institution’s response.  
 
Any adverse accreditation decision–either accreditation denial or withdrawal of accreditation–will be 
substantiated with specific reasons, and program administrators will be notified of their right to appeal 
any such decision. (See Appeal Process, below.). A program that has not been granted accredited status, 
or a program from which accreditation has been withdrawn, may reapply for accreditation when its 
administrators believe the program meets current requirements. 
 

LAAB Actions 
Accreditation is granted for a period of one to six years. LAAB may vary the term within this range at its 
discretion; reasons for such variance are supplied to the program. The official action letter to the 
institution indicates the date on which accreditation will expire. A program may apply for an accreditation 
review at any time before its term expires but may not defer a visit to extend its term.  
 
The annually published list of accredited programs includes the accredited status of each program along 
with its next scheduled accreditation review. 
 
LAAB publishes actions of accreditation, provisional accreditation, suspension of accreditation, 
accreditation denial, and withdrawal of accreditation in LAND Online. 
 
LAAB can take the following actions: 
 

Accreditation  
Accreditation is granted when a program meets all standards or has one or more standards met with 
recommendation, and continued overall program quality and conformance to standards are judged 
likely to be maintained. Accreditation may be granted for up to six years. 
 
A program receiving accreditation may be required to submit special progress reports at the discretion 
of LAAB. 
 
Provisional Accreditation 
Provisional accreditation is granted when a program has one or more standards met with 
recommendation and the cited deficiencies are such that continued overall program quality or 
conformation to standards is uncertain. Provisional accreditation may be granted for up to two years 
and may not be granted more than twice without an intervening period of accreditation. Provisional 
status is not deemed to be an adverse action and is not subject to appeal. 
 
Initial Accreditation 
Initial accreditation is granted on a first review when a program meets all standards at least minimally 
and the program's continued development and conformation to the accreditation standards is deemed 
likely. Initial accreditation may be granted for up to six years.  
 
A program receiving initial accreditation must submit a special progress report after two or three 
years (as determined by LAAB). LAAB will review the progress report to determine if an 
accreditation review should be conducted immediately or as originally scheduled when initial 
accreditation was granted.  
 
Suspension of Accreditation 
Suspension of accreditation results if a program fails to maintain good standing for administrative 
reasons. This determination is not subject to appeal. 
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Accreditation Denial 
Accreditation denial results when a program fails to meet one or more standards. This determination 
is subject to appeal. 
 
Withdrawal of Accreditation 
Withdrawal of accreditation results if a program fails to comply with accreditation standards. This 
determination is subject to appeal. 

 

Notification of LAAB Action 
A program’s parent institution is officially notified of LAAB's action with a letter. Copies of the letter are 
sent to the program administrator and visiting team. 
 
LAAB retains a copy of a program's most recent SER. 
 

Confidentiality  
LAAB treats all material generated by a program and by LAAB for its accreditation review as 
confidential. However, LAAB encourages the widest dissemination of all accreditation materials within 
the institution. Both the team report and the SER are considered to be the property of the institution. 
LAAB reserves the right to release a complete team report should the institution release a portion of the 
report that might, in the judgment of LAAB, present a biased or distorted view of the site evaluation’s 
findings. 
 

Reference to Accredited Status 
A program's accreditation status must be clearly conveyed in all program and institutional literature. In 
particular, if a program offers more than one course of study leading to the same degree (e.g., 
first-professional and post-professional MLAs), program literature must identify which course(s) of study 
is (are) accredited.  
 

Delaying a Scheduled Accreditation Visit 
From time to time, a program may want to delay a scheduled accreditation visit because of unexpected 
circumstances. LAAB will grant a site visit delay for up to one academic year if the following conditions 
are met: 
 

• The program received a six-year term of accreditation at its last review,  
• the program is in compliance with minimum requirements for achieving and maintaining 

accredited status, and 
• the program has submitted all fees and required reports. 

 
For a program to be granted a delay, the program’s school dean or higher-ranking administrator must 
submit a request in writing, and the program must pay a visit-delay fee. (A fee schedule can be obtained 
from the LAAB office.) If the request for delay is received after selection of the visiting team has begun, 
the program must pay a fee plus any visit related expenses that have been incurred (e.g., non-refundable 
airline tickets). 
 
If an institution is scheduled to have two programs reviewed at the same time, only one delay fee is 
charged (if both programs meet above conditions). Regular annual fees still apply. 
 



LAAB ACCREDITATION PROCEDURES - 2016                                                                                                                    page 16  

Rescheduling Visit 
When a program has been granted a delay and its visit is to be rescheduled, it must cede priority for visit 
dates to programs hosting visits in their regular cycles.  
 
A delayed visit cannot be postponed a second time for any reason. If the rescheduled review does not take 
place, the program’s accreditation will lapse. If a program then chooses to reapply for accreditation, it 
will go through the initial accreditation process.  
 

Term of Accreditation 
When LAAB takes action, the grant of accreditation will begin from the originally scheduled review date 
regardless of any rescheduling of the program’s site visit. 
 

Annual Reports and Other Reports 
Each accredited program submits an annual report to allow LAAB to monitor the program's continuing 
compliance with accreditation requirements. Annual reports are due August 1, and late reporting will 
incur a late fee. (A fee schedule can be obtained from the LAAB office.) The report must include notice 
of: 
 

• changes in curriculum, personnel, administration, fiscal support, and physical facilities that have 
occurred since the last report; 

• current enrollment; 
• number of graduates expected for the current academic year; 
• employment or enrollment in graduate school for the previous year's graduates; and 
• progress toward complying with the recommendations of the most recent accreditation review. 

 
LAAB may choose to alert the program administrator as well as the institution's chief executive officer of 
its concern regarding potential effects of reported changes. 
 

Policy on Substantive Change  
In order to support accredited programs as they make changes between regular accreditation visits, LAAB 
offers consultative reviews of proposed changes prior to submission of an official request for Substantive 
Change. An institution is encouraged to report any substantive change in a program to LAAB prior to its 
implementation; it must be reported in a program’s annual report. Primary responsibility for reporting a 
Substantive Change rests with the program or institution administrator.  
 
A Substantive Change is any change that compromises a program’s ability to meet one or more of the 
standards approved and published by LAAB or that makes a program unable to meet any of the following 
minimum requirements for maintaining accredited status: 
 

1. The program title and degree description must incorporate the term "Landscape Architecture."  
2. An undergraduate first-professional program is a baccalaureate of at least four academic years' 

duration.  
3. A graduate first-professional program is a master's equivalent to at least three academic years' 

duration.  
4. Faculty instructional full-time equivalence (FTE) must be as follows:  

a. An academic unit that offers a single first-professional program must have at least three 
FTE instructional faculty who hold professional degrees in landscape architecture, at least 
one of whom is full-time.  
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b. An academic unit that offers first-professional programs at both bachelor's and master's 
levels must have at least six instructional FTE, at least four of whom hold professional 
degrees in landscape architecture, and at least two of whom are full-time.  

5. The parent institution must be accredited by the institutional accrediting body of its region.  
6. There must be a designated program administrator for the program under review. 
7. Public information about the program must be comprehensive, understandable, and accessible.  

 
Procedures and forms for reporting a Substantive Change may be obtained from the LAAB website. A 
response regarding a Substantive Change will be provided by LAAB or the accreditation manager within 
30 days. The program or institution administrator must respond to LAAB within 30 days to remain in 
good standing. 
 

Other Reports 
From time to time, LAAB may require programs to prepare special reports to describe or explain a certain 
issue or problem. These issues will be ones that LAAB believes require additional clarification beyond 
what is included in annual reports; deadlines for submitting such reports may differ from the annual report 
due date. 
 

Maintaining Good Standing 
To maintain good standing, a program must continuously meet the minimum requirements for achieving 
and maintaining accredited status. LAAB must be informed if any of these requirements cannot be met 
during an accreditation period. 
 
Should a program fail to maintain good standing, accreditation may be suspended or withdrawn. 
 

Suspension of Accreditation 
Should a program fail to maintain good standing for administrative reasons (e.g., failure to pay required 
fees or submit required reports) accreditation may be suspended. Before taking this action, LAAB sends a 
show-cause letter requesting that the program explain why accreditation should not be suspended. 
 
Because suspension of accreditation occurs only for administrative reasons, it is not subject to appeal. A 
program whose term of accreditation has been suspended will be so listed on the official list of accredited 
programs. Suspensions of accreditation are published in LAND Online. Students attending a program with 
suspended accreditation are considered to be attending an accredited program. A program can be 
suspended for a maximum of one year (12 months). LAAB will begin procedures to withdraw 
accreditation to take effect immediately when the maximum period of suspension is reached. 
 
If evidence of remedial action is submitted and judged adequate within the one-year period of suspension, 
reinstatement of the previous grant of accreditation may be made.  
  

Withdrawal of Accreditation 
Should a program fail to comply with accreditation standards, accreditation may be withdrawn. Before 
withdrawing accreditation, LAAB sends a show-cause letter requesting that the program explain why 
accreditation should not be withdrawn. LAAB may suggest to the program that an accreditation visit is in 
order. Withdrawal of accreditation is an adverse action and can be appealed. (See Appeals Process, 
below.) 
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If the program's parent institution or another program within the institution is placed on probationary 
status or has accreditation withdrawn by an accrediting agency, LAAB may send a show-cause letter to 
the landscape architecture program to determine the program's current condition. 

Accreditation Fees 
The current LAAB fee schedule can be obtained from the LAAB office. 
 
 
 
APPEAL PROCESS 
 
When LAAB takes adverse action on accreditation, it provides specific reasons for that action to the 
program administrator and the chief executive of the institution. Adverse actions include denial or 
withdrawal of accreditation. 
 
Recipients of adverse action are advised of their right to appeal. An appeal must be based on one or more 
of the following issues: 
 

• whether LAAB and/or the visiting team conformed to the procedures described in this document; 
and/or 

 
• whether LAAB and/or the visiting team correctly assessed the program’s compliance with the 

accreditation standards. 
  
Appeals based on challenges to accreditation standards or procedures will be dismissed. Institutions 
differing with LAAB on the standards and procedures established in this document are invited to forward 
comments to LAAB, which regularly reviews the standards. 
 
A written notice of appeal signed by the chief executive officer of the program’s parent institution must 
be submitted within 20 days of notice of LAAB's action letter. The appeal must be sent to the 
accreditation manager, who shall notify the chair of LAAB. The program must submit within 60 days of 
LAAB's action a comprehensive written statement of all the reasons for the appeal. Failure to submit this 
statement within 60 days of notice of LAAB's action is equivalent to withdrawing the appeal. During the 
appeal period, the accredited status of the program before the adverse action does not change. The record 
of the action upon which the appeal is based shall be limited to the material that was presented to LAAB 
at its scheduled meeting from which the action letter was issued. The program bears the cost of the 
appeal. 
 

Appeal Panel 
The chair of LAAB appoints an appeal panel comprising three persons, including its chair. Each person 
must have knowledge of and experience with the accreditation of educational institutions or programs. 
One member of the appeal panel may be a former member of LAAB. One member of the panel may be 
challenged by the institution for cause; if the challenge is successful, the chair of LAAB appoints a 
replacement. Panel members may serve concurrently on other ASLA committees, councils, or boards, 
excluding only LAAB. 
 

Authority 
The appeal panel, by concurrence of a majority of the members, may either affirm LAAB's decision or 
recommend to LAAB that it reconsider the decision. 
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LAAB must review the case if the appeal panel recommends reconsideration. Reasonable scheduling is at 
LAAB’s discretion. In any case remanded to LAAB, the recommendation of the appeal panel does not 
bind or limit LAAB in any way. The final decision on accreditation rests with LAAB. 
 
The appeal panel may promulgate additional rules for the scheduling and conduct of hearings, provided 
they are consistent with the procedures specified below. The appeal panel has no jurisdiction or authority 
over the reasonableness of the accreditation standards and procedures, which is a matter properly in the 
exclusive jurisdiction of LAAB. 
 
No adverse action is published until the resolution of any appeal. 
 

Hearing of Appeal 
The chair of the appeal panel designates the time and place of the hearing, which takes place no later than 
45 days after receipt of the program's comprehensive written statement. 
 
The chair presides at the hearing and rules on all procedural matters. All three members of the panel must 
be present. 
 
Both the institution and LAAB may submit briefs before the hearing in a manner prescribed by the appeal 
panel. The panel also reviews the documents that LAAB had at the time it made its original decision: 
visiting team report, SER, and the institution’s technical-accuracy-review comments. 
 
The hearing is as informal as is reasonable and appropriate under the circumstances. A party may appear 
by or with counsel or other representative. The program or institution may waive personal appearance, in 
which case the matter will be decided solely on the basis of briefs and written statements. The final 
decision on accreditation rests with LAAB. 
 

Decision of the Appeal Panel 
Every decision must have the concurrence of a majority of the appeal panel’s members. Within 30 days 
after the conclusion of the hearing, the appeal panel issues a written decision stating its reasons and 
recommendations, if any, to LAAB. The decision indicates the members of the appeal panel concurring. 
A dissenting opinion may be filed. LAAB furnishes the majority decision and the dissenting opinion, if 
any, to the institution. 
 
If the appeal panel affirms the LAAB decision, there is no further remedy available within these 
procedures.  
 
If the appeal panel recommends reconsideration of the decision, the determination thereafter by LAAB 
shall be final. 
 

Expenses of Appeal Hearing and Deposit 
The program bears the following expenses in connection with the appeal: 
 

• travel and subsistence for the appeal panel members and others, such as team chair and LAAB 
representative; and 

 
• the cost of the hearing room. 

 



LAAB ACCREDITATION PROCEDURES - 2016                                                                                                                    page 20  

A deposit must be made with LAAB at the time of the filing of the notice of appeal, to be applied to the 
expenses listed above. Before the hearing, LAAB may increase the amount of deposit required to meet a 
realistic estimate of the expenses involved. 
 
 
COMPLAINT PROCEDURE 
 
A complaint is defined as a written statement submitted by a person or persons expressing substantial 
dissatisfaction with the quality of a program or its review as conducted according to current accreditation 
standards and procedures. Copies of all correspondence in such cases shall always be sent to these four 
concerned parties: complainant, program administrator, chief executive officer of the program’s parent 
institution, and the accreditation manager. When an institution adheres to due process within its own 
organization, it is unlikely that LAAB will become involved. Each institution is encouraged to develop 
effective procedures for responding to faculty or student queries and problems, alleviating dissatisfaction, 
and averting the need for intervention by any outside agency. Emphasis on cooperative attitudes and 
prompt action plays a significant role in fair resolution of faculty or student dissatisfaction. 
 
A complaint shall be processed in stages as follows: 
 

Stage 1: The aggrieved party shall submit the complaint, with documentary evidence, to the 
program administrator. The program administrator shall make a thorough investigation of the 
complaint and within 30 days respond to the aggrieved party. 

 
Stage 2: Should the complainant not be satisfied by the action resulting from Stage 1, the written 
complaint should be filed within 30 days with the chair of LAAB. At its next regular or special 
meeting, LAAB will consider the complaint, as well as the response of the institution, and then 
decide on its merits, providing all parties with notice of that decision. 
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PILOT PROJECT: Visits to Institutions with Two Programs 
 
LAAB is conducting a pilot project from spring 2016 through spring 2018 to permit institutions with two 
fully accredited degree programs (a bachelor’s degree program and a master’s degree program) to have 
them reviewed for reaccreditation with a combined SER and combined Visiting Team. Participation is 
voluntary, by request from the program and subject to approval of the accreditation manager. A program 
should make this request as part of its letter requesting a reaccreditation visit.  
 
An institution with two programs seeking reaccreditation—a bachelor’s first-professional degree and a 
master’s first-professional degree—may, at its discretion, request that both programs be visited and 
reviewed at the same time. The request must be approved by the accreditation manager as a part of the 
request for reaccreditation. If the two programs don’t have the same accreditation term expiration, the 
visit will be scheduled to align with the date of the program whose term is to expire first. The institution 
can request that the visit be conducted at the same time with two teams and two SERs or with a single 
combined team and a combined SER. This choice must be approved by the accreditation manager at the 
time of the invitation for visit and review. 
 
If the institution chooses to have the programs visited concurrently but independently, the procedures and 
documents move forward as described elsewhere in this document. If the institution requests that the 
review be conducted as a single coordinated review of both programs, there are adjustments to the 
preparation of the SER, the makeup of the visiting team, the visitation schedule, the duration of the visit, 
the visiting team’s report, and advisory recommendations. In a single coordinated review: 
 

• The SER will be expanded by no more than 50 pages not only to cover assessments shared by the 
two programs, but also to address the bachelor’s program and the master’s program specifically 
for each standard. The sections for Standard 3: Professional Curriculum and Standard 4: Student 
and Program Outcomes will each be expanded into two sections: Standard 3b: Professional 
Curriculum/Bachelor’s Program and Standard 3m: Professional Curriculum/Master’s Program, 
and Standard 4b: Bachelor’s Student and Program Outcomes and Standard 4m: Master’s Student 
and Program Outcomes.  

• The makeup of the visiting team will expand to four members, including an administrative 
member, two educator members, and a practitioner member. As the team chair assigns roles to 
team members, the chair will ask one team member to take the lead in assessing the bachelor’s 
program and another to take the lead in assessing the master’s program. 

• The scheduled visit will be expanded by one day, to allow time for the visiting team to interview 
an additional set of students and to review an additional set of student work, as well as to expand 
interviews with administrators, faculty, alumni, and practitioners so that team members can 
evaluate the differences in expectations and performance between the two programs. 

• The visiting team’s report and advisory recommendations will expand Standard 3: Professional 
Curriculum and Standard 4: Student and Program Outcomes into two sections, labeled Standard 
3b; Professional Curriculum/Bachelor’s Program and Standard 3m: Professional 
Curriculum/Master’s Program, and Standard 4b. Bachelor’s Student and Program Outcomes and 
Standard 4m. Master’s Student and Program Outcomes. Team assessments of Recommendations 
Affecting Accreditation or Considerations for Improvement may be made as related to either or 
both degree programs. The team will make two separate Advisory Recommendations to the 
LAAB Board, one for each program.  
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Introduction 
 

The mission of the Landscape Architecture Accreditation Board (LAAB) is to evaluate, advocate for, and 
advance the quality of education in landscape architectural degree programs. To do that, the Board creates 
and applies Standards and Procedures.  The Standards are basis for decision-making and action for the 
Board. The Standards are reviewed and updated every five years through a process articulated in Board 
Procedures. The previous version of the Standards and Procedures (2010) were both a part of a single 
document. For this version, the Board has decided to create separate documents of Standards and of 
Procedures. 

 
This document contains the Accreditation Standards. 
 

Definitions, Interpretation, and Application 
 
Accreditation: Accreditation is a voluntary process of peer review designed to evaluate programs on the 
basis of their own stated objectives and the accreditation standards that follow. 
 
Administrative Probation Status: Administrative Probationary Accreditation status is assigned when an 
institution or program does not meet its administrative obligations. LAAB assigns this status if the 
institution or program fails to comply with one or more of the following requirements: 

• paying annual fees within 90 days of the invoice date, 
• paying a late fee by the due date, 
• submitting reports or other required information within 45 days of the due date, or 
• agreeing to a reasonable on-site evaluation visit date at or near the time established by LAAB 

staff.  
Administrative Probationary Accreditation is an accreditation category not subject to appeal. The program 
is recognized and listed as accredited with this designation until the requirement(s) that was not met has 
been fully satisfied. Failure to completely remedy the situation by the date specified in the probationary 
letter may result in revocation of accreditation. 
 
Assessment: Assessment is the process by which a program or institution’s level of compliance with or 
achievement of the criteria relevant to its accreditation is evaluated.  
 
Candidacy Status: Candidacy is an accreditation classification granted to a program that is in the 
planning or early stages of development or an intermediate stage of program implementation.  
 
Compliance: Compliance with a standard is achieved when LAAB concludes, after review of relevant 
indicators or other evidence, that the standard is met or met with recommendation, as defined below. To 
achieve LAAB accreditation, a program must demonstrate to LAAB, through the self-evaluation report, 
site visit, and technical accuracy review of the visiting team’s report, that it complies with all standards. 
 
Considerations for Improvement: Considerations for Improvement are informal counsel offered to a 
program as a part of the Visiting Team’s Report but not included in the final action letter from LAAB to 
the program. These may areas where the program can build on a strength or address an area of concern 
that does not directly affect accreditation at the time of the LAAB review. 
 
Criteria: Each LAAB standard has one or more criteria statements that define the components needed to 
satisfy the standard. Not satisfying a criterion does not automatically lead to the assessment of a standard 
as not met. To be accredited, a program must demonstrate progress toward meeting the criteria. In this 
document, criteria are identified by letters (for example: A. Program Mission). 
  



LAAB ACCREDITATION STANDARDS - 2016                                                                                                                      page 2  

Faculty Full-Time Equivalence (FTE): The FTE is a figure representing the aggregated time committed 
by full- and part-time faculty members to teaching in a department or program, including faculty who 
have their duties or teaching assignments split between an undergraduate and a graduate program and 
faculty who have their assignments split between disciplines. For purposes of calculation, a faculty 
member with a part-time appointment of 50 percent (and, presumably, a teaching/scholarship/service 
assignment roughly equivalent to half that of a full-time faculty member) would be assigned a 0.5 FTE. A 
full-time faculty member with duties in only one department would be assigned an FTE of 1.0 for that 
department. 
 
Final Action Letter: A final action letter is an official communication from LAAB to a program reporting 
its accreditation status and any recommendations affecting accreditation. 
 
First-Professional Program: A first-professional program in landscape architecture encompasses the 
body of knowledge common to the profession and promotes acquisition of the knowledge and skills 
necessary to enter its professional practice. At the bachelor's level, such a program is typically conducted 
in a context enriched by the liberal arts and natural and social sciences. At the master’s level, such a 
program also provides instruction in and application of research and scholarly methods. 

 
Initial Accreditation: The first period of accreditation for a program leading to a degree in landscape 
architecture is its initial accreditation; LAAB initial accreditation applies to degrees awarded within two 
years prior to initial accreditation by LAAB. 
  
Intent: A statement of intent explains the purpose of a standard. 
 
Program: A program comprises the coursework and other learning experiences leading to a degree as 
well as the supporting administration, faculty, staff, facilities, and services that sponsor and provide those 
experiences. 
 
Recommendations Affecting Accreditation: Recommendations Affecting Accreditation are issues of 
serious concern, directly affecting the quality of a program. Recommendations Affecting Accreditation 
are issued when a visiting team assesses a standard as met with recommendation or not met. 
Recommendations are derived from the identified areas of weakness in meeting a standard as described in 
the rationale sections of a visiting team’s report. The program is required to report progress regularly on 
these issues. Recommendations Affecting Accreditation identify issues; they do not prescribe solutions. 
 
Self-Evaluation Report (SER): An SER is a document prepared by a program that describes its 
expectations, operations, and resources; assesses its progress toward meeting its mission, goals, and 
objectives; and measures its performance against the criteria for accreditation. 
 
Shall: In official LAAB standards and criteria, “shall” indicates mandatory actions for a program or 
institution. 
 
Should: In official LAAB standards and criteria, “should” indicates prescriptive recommendations for a 
program or institution. 
 
Standards: Standards are qualitative statements of the essential conditions an accredited program must 
meet to achieve accreditation.  
 
Standard Met:  A “Standard Met” designation indicates that overall program performance in the relevant 
area meets LAAB minimum standards.  LAAB may judge a standard as met even though one or more 
indicators within the standard are not minimally met. 
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Standard Met with Recommendation: A “Standard Met with Recommendation” designation indicates 
that deficiencies exist in an area directly bearing on accreditation. The problem or problems have 
observable effects on the overall quality of the program. 
 
Standard Not Met: A “Standard Not Met” designation means that a cited deficiency is so severe that the 
overall quality of a program is compromised and the program’s ability to deliver adequate landscape 
architecture education is impaired. 
  

Minimum Requirements for Achieving and Maintaining Accredited Status 
 

1. The program title and degree description must incorporate the term "landscape architecture."  
 
2. An undergraduate first-professional program must be a baccalaureate program of at least four 

academic years' duration.  
 
3. A graduate first-professional program must be a master's program equivalent to at least three 

academic years' duration.  
 

  4.  Faculty instruction full-time equivalence (FTE) requirements are as follows:  
a.  An academic unit that offers a single first-professional degree program at the emerging or 

Initial Accreditation status has at least three FTE instructional faculty who hold professional 
degrees in landscape architecture, at least one of whom is full-time.  

b.  An academic unit that offers a first-professional degree program at both the bachelor’s and 
master’s levels at the emerging or Initial Accreditation status has at least six FTE 
instructional faculty, at least five of whom hold professional degrees in landscape 
architecture, at least two of whom are full-time in the department.  

c.  An academic unit that offers a single first-professional degree program at the continuing full 
accreditation status has an FTE of at least five instructional faculty, at least four of these 
faculty members hold a professional degree in landscape architecture, at least three of whom 
are full-time in the department.  

d.  An academic unit that offers first-professional degree programs at both the bachelor’s and 
master’s levels with continuing full accreditation status has an FTE of at least seven 
instructional faculty, at least five of whom hold professional degrees in landscape architecture 
and are full-time in the department. 

 
 
 
Program Status 

Number of Full-time 
Equivalent Instructional 
Faculty* 

Number of Faculty with a 
Professional Degree in 
Landscape Architecture (could 
be part-time or adjunct) 

Number of Full-time Faculty 
with a Professional Degree 
in Landscape Architecture 

Programs seeking Initial 
Accreditation  

   

     Single Program 
 

3 3 1 

     Bachelor’s & Master’s 
     Program 

6 5 2 

Programs seeking re-
accreditation 

   

     Single Program 
 

5 4 3 

     Bachelor’s & Master’s 
     Program 

7  5 

 
5.  The parent institution must be accredited by a recognized institutional accrediting agency (such as 

the U.S. Department of Education or CHEA). 
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6.  There must be a designated program administrator responsible for the leadership and management 
functions for the program under review.  

 
7.  The program must provide a comprehensive public information disclosure about the program’s 

status and performance within a single-click link from the program’s website. 
 
8. The program must:  

• continuously comply with accreditation standards, 
• pay the annual sustaining and other fees as required, and  
• regularly file complete annual and other requested reports.  

 
The program administrator shall inform LAAB if any of these factors fail to apply during an accreditation 
period. The program administrator is responsible for reporting any substantive changes to the program 
when they occur. (Substantive changes are those that may affect the accreditation status of the program, 
addressed on page 16 of the LAAB Accreditation Procedures.)
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STANDARDS 
 
 
Standard 1: Program Mission and Objectives 
The program shall have a clearly defined mission supported by goals and objectives 
appropriate to the profession of landscape architecture and shall demonstrate progress 
toward their attainment. 
 
INTENT: Using a clear, concise mission statement, each landscape architecture program shall 
define its core values and fundamental purpose for faculty, students, prospective students, and 
the institution. The mission statement shall summarize why the program exists and the needs 
that it seeks to fulfill. It shall also provide a benchmark for assessing how well the program is 
meeting the stated objectives. 
 
 
A. Program Mission. The mission statement expresses the underlying purposes and values of the 
program.  

 
Assessment: The program has a clearly stated mission reflecting its purpose and values, which relate to 
the institution’s mission. 
 
B. Educational Goals. The program shall have clearly defined and formally stated academic goals 
that reflect the mission and demonstrate that attainment of the goals will fulfill the program mission.  
 
Assessment: The program has an effective procedure to determine progress in meeting its goals and is it 
used regularly. 

 
C. Educational Objectives.  The program shall have educational objectives that specifically 
describe how each of the academic goals will be achieved.  

 
Assessment: The program has clearly defined, achievable educational objectives and an effective, 
regularly used procedure to determine progress in meeting them. 
 
D. Long-Range Planning Process. The program shall engage in an effective long-range planning 
process.  

 
Assessment 1: The long-range plan describes how the program mission, goals, and objectives will be met, 
and the program documents the review and evaluation process. 
 
Assessment 2: The long-range plan (along with the mission, goals and objectives) is reviewed and revised 
periodically, and it presents realistic and attainable methods for advancing the program’s academic 
mission. 
 
Assessment 3: The program’s SER responds to recommendations and considerations for improvement 
from the previous accreditation review (if applicable), and it reports on efforts to rectify identified 
weaknesses. 

 
E. Program Disclosure. Program literature and promotional media shall accurately describe the 
program’s mission, objectives, educational experiences, accreditation status, goals, student achievement, 
costs for a full-time student per academic year, estimated housing costs per year, average costs of books 
and materials per year, student retention and graduation rates, number of degrees granted per year, and 
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percentage of students with timely graduation (master’s students graduating within four years, bachelor’s 
students graduating within six years). 
 
Assessment 1: The program information is accurate, understandable, and accessible to the public.  
 
Assessment 2: The public disclosure information can be found with a single-click link from the program’s 
website. 
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Standard 2: Program Autonomy, Governance, and 
Administration 
The program shall have the authority and resources to achieve its mission, goals and 
objectives. 
 
INTENT: Each landscape architecture program shall be recognized as a discrete professional 
program with the resources, institutional support, and authority to enable achievement of the 
stated program mission, goals and objectives.  

 
 

A. Program Administration. The landscape architecture program shall be administered as an 
identifiable, discrete program within its institution.  

 
Assessment 1: The program is seen as a discrete and identifiable program within the institution. 

 
Assessment 2: The program administrator holds a faculty appointment in landscape architecture. 

 
Assessment 3: The program administrator exercises effective leadership of and management functions for 
the program. (Where the program administrator is not the primary administrator for the academic unit, 
as in a landscape architecture program within a multidisciplinary department or school, the landscape 
architecture leader has the authority to significantly influence the management of resources, including 
budget, faculty review, tenure and promotion outcomes, and the direction of the program.) 

 
B. Institutional Support. The institution shall provide sufficient resources to enable the program to 
achieve its mission and goals, and it supports individual faculty members’ development and advancement.  

 
Assessment 1: Funding is available to assist faculty and other instructional personnel with continued 
professional development, including support in developing funded grants and attendance at conferences. 
Funding is sufficient to maintain computers and appropriate software, other types of equipment, and 
technical support. 

 
Assessment 2: Funding is adequate for student support, such as scholarships and work-study jobs. 

 
Assessment 3: Adequate support personnel are available to accomplish the program’s mission and goals. 
 
C. Commitment to Diversity. The program shall demonstrate a commitment to diversity through 
its recruitment and retention of faculty, staff, and students.  

 
Assessment: The program demonstrates its commitment to diversity in the recruitment and retention of 
students, faculty, and staff. 
 
D. Faculty Participation. The faculty shall participate in program governance and administration.  
 
Assessment 1: The faculty makes recommendations on the allocation of resources and has the 
responsibility to develop, implement, evaluate, and modify the program’s curriculum, and to contribute to 
operating practices.  

 
Assessment 2: The faculty participates, in accordance with institutional guidelines, in developing criteria 
and procedures for annual evaluation, promotion, and tenure of faculty members. 
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Assessment 3: The faculty participates, in accordance with institutional guidelines, in developing and 
applying criteria and procedures for the appointment and assessment of program and academic unit 
leadership. 

 
Assessment 4: The program or institution adequately communicates and mentors faculty regarding 
policies, expectations, and procedures for annual evaluations, tenure, and promotion to all ranks. 
 
E. Faculty Number. The faculty shall be of a sufficient size to accomplish the program’s goals and 
objectives; to teach the curriculum; to support students through advising and other functions; to engage in 
research, creative activity, and scholarship; and to be actively involved in professional endeavors such as 
presenting at conferences. The faculty FTE shall be assessed by the institutional culture for faculty 
development across the closely related academic units (such as other departments and programs within a 
college). The workload (number, type, and sizes of courses assigned) and responsibilities (such as a split 
of time for teaching, research, and service activities) for a typical tenured or long-term faculty member 
within the college shall be considered the template for assessing the FTE resources assigned to the 
landscape architecture program. Where landscape architecture faculty members have their responsibilities 
split between programs (such as bachelor’s and master’s or between landscape architecture and another 
discipline), the FTE assessment must be prorated.  
 
Faculty instruction full-time equivalence (FTE) shall be as follows: 

a.  An academic unit that offers a single first-professional degree program at the emerging or 
Initial Accreditation status has at least three FTE instructional faculty who hold professional 
degrees in landscape architecture, at least one of whom is full-time.  

b.  An academic unit that offers a first-professional degree program at both the bachelor’s and 
master’s levels at the emerging or Initial Accreditation status has at least six FTE 
instructional faculty, five of whom hold professional degrees in landscape architecture, at 
least two of whom are full-time.  

c.  An academic unit that offers a single first-professional degree program at the continuing full 
Accreditation status has an FTE of at least five instructional faculty.  At least four of these 
faculty members hold a professional degree in landscape architecture and at least three of 
them are full-time.  

d.  An academic unit that offers first-professional degree programs at both the bachelor’s and 
master’s levels with continuing full Accreditation status has an FTE of at least seven 
instructional faculty, at least five of whom hold professional degrees in landscape architecture 
and are full-time 

 
 
 
Program Status 

Number of Full-time 
Equivalent Instructional 
Faculty* 

Number of Faculty with a 
Professional Degree in 
Landscape Architecture (could 
be part-time or adjunct) 

Number of Full-time Faculty 
with a Professional Degree 
in Landscape Architecture 

Programs seeking Initial 
Accreditation  

   

     Single Program 
 

3 3 1 

     Bachelors & Masters 
     Program 

6 5 2 

Programs seeking re-
accreditation 

   

     Single Program 
 

5 4 3 

     Bachelors & Masters 
     Program 

7  5 

* In determining FTEs and the pro-rata contribution some faculty may make to teaching in a program, we 
acknowledge that variations do exist among institutions regarding how standard teaching loads are determined.  
Please provide in the SER any commentary that you believe appropriate to demonstrate how your program achieves 
the required faculty numbers within your institution’s particular administrative and staffing model. 
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Assessment 1: Student/faculty ratios in studios are typically not greater than 15:1. 
 
Assessment 2: There are sufficient faculty FTE to carry out the mission of the program (such as duties in 
teaching, research, service, program administration, academic advising, and creative professional 
development). 
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Standard 3: Professional Curriculum 
The first-professional degree curriculum shall include the core knowledge, skills, and 
applications of landscape architecture.  
 

a.  In addition to the professional curriculum, a first-professional degree program at 
the bachelor’s level shall provide an educational context enriched by other 
disciplines, including but not limited to liberal and fine arts, natural sciences, and 
social sciences, as well as opportunities for students to develop other areas of 
interest.  

 
b.  In addition to the professional curriculum, a first-professional degree at the 

master’s level shall provide instruction in and application of research and scholarly 
methods.  

 
c.  A first-professional degree at the master’s level that does not require all students to 

have an undergraduate degree before receiving the MLA shall meet the 
requirements for both a and b, above. 

 
INTENT: Each landscape architecture curriculum shall be designed to achieve the learning goals 
stated in the mission and specific educational objectives of the program. The curriculum shall 
encompass both coursework and other co-curricular opportunities intended to develop students’ 
knowledge and skills in landscape architecture. 
 
 
A. Curricular Expression of the Mission and Objectives. The program’s curriculum shall 
address and express its mission, goals, and objectives. (This criterion is directed not toward the evaluation 
of the mission and objectives, but rather toward the way the curriculum is developed and delivered in 
carrying out the expectations of the mission and objectives.) 

 
Assessment: The program identifies the knowledge, skills, abilities, and values it expects students to 
possess at graduation. 

 
B. Professional Curriculum. The program curriculum shall be guided by, but not limited to, 
coverage of:  
 

History, theory, philosophy, principles, and values 
design history 
design theory 
criticism 
sustainability, resiliency, stewardship 
health, safety, welfare  

Design processes and methodology 
critical thinking  
analysis 
ideation 
synthesis 
site program 
iterative design development 
design communication 
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Systems and processes—natural and cultural (related to design, planning, and management) 

plants and ecosystems sciences 
built environment and infrastructure 
human factors and social and community systems  
human health and well-being 

Communication and documentation  
written communication 
oral communication 
visual and graphic communication  
design and construction documents 
numeracy, quantitative problem-solving, and communication 
community and client engagement 

Implementation  
construction technology and site engineering  

  site materials 
  use and management of plants and vegetation 

policies and regulation  
Computer applications and advanced technologies 
  visualization and modeling  

communication (conceptual and construction drawings) 
geospatial analysis  

Assessment and evaluation 
  site assessment 

pre-design analysis 
landscape performance 
post-occupancy evaluation 
visual and scenic assessment 

Professional practice   
values 
ethics  
practice 
construction administration 

Research and scholarly methods (for master’s-level degree programs) 
  quantitative and qualitative methods 
  establishing a research hypothesis 
  framing research questions 
  literature/case study review/precedent review 
  research integrity and protection of human subjects 
  communication of research 

  
 
Assessment 1: The curriculum addresses the designated subject matter in a sequence that supports the 
degree program’s goals and objectives. 

 
Assessment 2: Student work and other accomplishments demonstrate that the curriculum is providing 
students with the appropriate content to enter the profession. 

 
Assessment 3: Curriculum and program opportunities enable students to pursue academic interests 
consistent with institutional requirements and entry into the profession.  
 
 



LAAB ACCREDITATION STANDARDS - 2016                                                                                                                      page 12  

C. Syllabi. Appropriate syllabi shall be maintained for courses.  
Assessment 1: Syllabi include educational objectives, course content, and the criteria and methods that 
will be used to evaluate student performance. 
  
Assessment 2: Syllabi identify the various levels of accomplishment students need to achieve to 
successfully complete the course and advance in the curriculum.  
 
D. Curriculum Evaluation. At both the course and curriculum levels, the program shall evaluate 
how effectively the curriculum is helping students achieve the program’s learning objectives in a timely 
way.  
 
Assessment 1: The program demonstrates and documents ways of:  

a.  assessing students’ achievement of course and program objectives within the length of time to 
graduation stated by the program;  

b. reviewing and improving the effectiveness of instructional methods in curriculum delivery; and 
c. maintaining currency with the evolving technologies, methodologies, theories, and values of the 

profession.  
 

Assessment 2: Students participate in evaluation of the program, courses, and curriculum. 
 
E. Augmentation of Formal Educational Experience. The program shall provide 
opportunities for students to participate in co-curricular activities, internships, off-campus studies, 
research assistantships, or practicum experiences. 

  
Assessment 1: The program provides opportunities for students to augment the formal educational 
experience and documents students’ use of these opportunities. 
 
Assessment 2: The program identifies the objectives of co-curricular activities and evaluates the 
effectiveness of these opportunities. 
 
Assessment 3: Student participants are given the opportunity to report on their cocurricular experiences 
to their fellow students.  
 
F. Coursework (Bachelor’s Level). In addition to the professional curriculum, students shall also 
pursue coursework in other disciplines in accordance with institutional and program requirements.  

 
Assessment: Students take courses in the humanities, arts, technologies, mathematics, natural sciences, 
social sciences, and/or other disciplines. 
 
G. Areas of Interest (Bachelor’s Level). The program shall provide opportunities for students to 
pursue special interests.  

 
Assessment 1: The program provides opportunities for students to pursue independent projects, focused 
electives, optional studios, certificates, minors, and the like.  
 
Assessment 2: Student work incorporates academic experiences reflecting a variety of pursuits beyond the 
basic curriculum. 
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H. Research/Scholarly Methods (Master’s Level). The program shall provide an introduction 
to research and scholarly methods. 

 
Assessment 1: The curriculum provides instruction in research and scholarly methods and their relation 
to the profession of landscape architecture. 

 
Assessment 2: The program requires that theses or terminal projects exhibit creative and independent 
thinking and contain a significant research/scholarly component. 
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Standard 4: Student and Program Outcomes 
The program shall prepare students to pursue careers in landscape architecture.  
 
INTENT: Each landscape architecture program shall prepare students—through educational 
programs, advising, and other academic and professional opportunities—to pursue careers in 
landscape architecture upon graduation. The program shall foster knowledge and skills in 
creative problem solving, critical thinking, communications, design, and organization. 

 
 

A. Student Learning Outcomes. The program shall qualify students to pursue careers in 
landscape architecture.  

 
Assessment 1: Student work demonstrates the competencies required for entry-level positions in the 
profession of landscape architecture.  
 
Assessment 2: Students demonstrate their achievement of the program’s learning objectives, including 
critical and creative thinking, and their ability to understand, apply, and communicate the subject matter 
of the professional curriculum as evidenced through project definition, problem identification, 
information collection, analysis, synthesis, conceptualization, and implementation. 
 
B. Student Advising. The program shall provide students with effective advising and mentoring 
throughout their educational careers.  

 
Assessment 1: Students receive effective advising regarding academic development. 
 
Assessment 2: Students receive effective advising regarding career development. 
 
Assessment 3: Students are made aware of professional opportunities, advanced educational 
opportunities, licensure requirements, and continuing education requirements associated with 
professional practice. 
 
Assessment 4: Students are satisfied with academic experiences and their preparation for the landscape 
architecture profession. 
 
C. Participation in Extracurricular Activities. The program shall encourage students to 
participate in professional activities and institutional and community service.  

 
Assessment 1: Students participate in institutional/college organizations, community initiatives, or other 
activities. 
 
Assessment 2: Students participate in events such as LABash, ASLA Annual Meeting, local ASLA chapter 
events, and the activities of other professional societies or special-interest groups. 
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Standard 5: Faculty 
The program shall advance its academic mission and objectives by means of promoting 
the qualifications, academic position, professional activities, and individual professional 
development of its faculty and instructional personnel. 
 
INTENT: Each landscape architecture program shall have qualified, experienced faculty and 
other instructional personnel to instill the knowledge and skills that students will need to pursue 
a career in landscape architecture. Equitable faculty workloads and compensation, and overall 
support for career development contribute to the success of the program. 
 
 
A. Credentials. The qualifications of the faculty, instructional personnel, and teaching assistants shall 
be appropriate to their roles.  

 
Assessment 1: The faculty has a balance of professional practice and academic experience appropriate to the 
program mission. 
 
Assessment 2: Faculty assignments are appropriate to the course content and program mission.  
 
Assessment 3: Adjunct and/or part-time faculty (if present) are integrated into the program’s administration 
and curriculum evaluation/development in a coordinated and organized manner.  
 
Assessment 4: Faculty qualifications are appropriate to responsibilities of the program as defined by the 
institution. 
 
B. Faculty Development. The faculty members shall be continuously engaged in activities leading 
to their professional growth and advancement, the advancement of the profession, and the effectiveness of 
the program.  

 
Assessment 1: Faculty activities such as scholarly inquiry, research, professional practice, and service to the 
profession, university, and community are documented, peer-reviewed, and disseminated through appropriate 
media such as journals, professional magazines, community, and university publications. 
 
Assessment 2: Teaching and administrative assignments allow sufficient opportunity for faculty to pursue 
advancement and professional development. Expectations for faculty workload and distribution of 
responsibilities (of teaching, research, service, and professional engagement) are similar to expectations in 
related academic units. 
 
Assessment 3: The development and teaching effectiveness of faculty and instructional personnel are 
systematically evaluated, and the results are used for individual and program improvement.  
 
Assessment 4: Faculty seek and make effective use of available funding for conference attendance, equipment, 
technical support, and other professional needs.  
 
Assessment 5: The activities of faculty are reviewed and recognized by faculty peers. 
 
Assessment 6: Faculty participate in university and professional service, student advising, and other activities 
that enhance the effectiveness of the program. 
 
 
 
 

 



LAAB ACCREDITATION STANDARDS - 2016                                                                                                                      page 16  

C. Faculty Retention. The faculty shall hold academic status, have workloads, and receive 
compensation, mentoring, and support that promote productivity and retention.  

 
Assessment 1: Faculty salaries and support are evaluated and are appropriate to promote faculty retention 
and productivity. 
 
Assessment 2: The rate of faculty turnover does not undermine the mission and goals of the program. 
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Standard 6: Outreach to the Institution, Communities, Alumni, 
and Practitioners 
The program shall have a plan for and a record of interaction with its alumni, the larger 
institution, the professional community, the local community, and the public at large.  
 
INTENT: Each landscape architecture program shall establish an effective relationship with the 
larger institution, its alumni, practitioners, the local community, and the public at large in order to 
provide a source of service learning opportunities for students, scholarly development for 
faculty, and professional guidance and financial support. Documentation and dissemination of 
successful outreach efforts shall enhance the image of the program and educate its 
constituencies regarding the program and the profession of landscape architecture. 

 
 

A. Interaction with the Profession, Institution, and Public. The program shall represent 
and advocate for the profession by interacting with the larger institution, the local community, 
practitioners, and the public at large.  

 
Assessment 1: Service-learning activities are incorporated into the curriculum. 
 
Assessment 2: Service activities are documented on a regular basis. 

   
Assessment 3: The program community interacts with the institution, practitioners, the local community, 
and the public at large. 

 
  

B. Alumni and Practitioners. The program shall recognize alumni and practitioners as a resource.  
 
Assessment 1: The program maintains or has access to a current registry of alumni that includes 
information pertaining to current employment, professional activity, post graduate study, and significant 
professional accomplishments. 
 
Assessment 2: The program engages its alumni and other practitioners in activities such as service on a 
formal advisory board, student career advising, potential employment, curriculum review and 
development, fundraising, and continuing education. 
 
Assessment 3: The program acknowledges and celebrates the significant professional accomplishments of 
its alumni and benefactors. 
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Standard 7: Facilities, Equipment, and Technology  
The program shall provide faculty, students, and staff access to facilities, equipment, 
libraries, and other resources necessary for achieving the program’s mission and 
objectives.  
 
INTENT: Each landscape architecture program shall occupy space in designated, code-
compliant facilities that support the achievement of the program’s mission and objectives. 
Students, faculty, and staff shall have the required tools and facilities to enable achievement of 
the program’s mission and objectives. 
 
 
A. Facilities. The program shall provide designated, code-compliant, adequately maintained spaces to 
serve the professional requirements of the faculty, students, and staff.  

 
Assessment 1: Faculty, staff, and administration are provided with appropriate office space.  
 
Assessment 2: Students are assigned permanent studio workstations adequate to meet the program’s 
needs.  
 
Assessment 3: Facilities are adequately maintained and in compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), the Life Safety Code, and applicable building codes. (Acceptable documentation 
includes reasonable-accommodation reports from the university ADA-compliance office and/or facilities 
or risk-management office.) 

 
B. Information Systems and Technical Equipment. The program shall provide information 
systems and technical equipment needed to achieve its mission and objectives to students, faculty, and 
other instructional and administrative personnel.  

 
Assessment 1: The program’s participants have sufficient access to computer equipment and software. 
 
Assessment 2: The frequency of hardware and software maintenance, updating, and replacement is 
sufficient. 
 
Assessment 3: The hours of use of information systems and equipment are sufficient to serve faculty and 
students. 

 
C. Library Resources. The program shall provide library collections and other resources sufficient 
to support its mission and educational objectives.  

 
Assessment 1: Collections are adequate to support the program.  
 
Assessment 2: Courses integrate library and other resources. 
 
Assessment 3: Library hours of operation are convenient and adequate to serve the needs of faculty and 
students. 
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University of Hawai`i at Mānoa School of Architecture Student Name

Pre-Professional Program Chart: Bachelor of Environmental Design (BEnvD)

ID Number

(last, first)

Entry Semester

PRE-PROFESSIONAL PROGRAM COURSEWORK UNIVERSITY COURSEWORK

YR SEM CREDITS

Foundations: 12 credits, to be completed in the first year at UHM (or prior to completing 25 credits)*

ARCH 101 [4] [DA Core] ARCH 100 [3] [DS Core] HWST 107 [3] [H Focus] ENG 100 [3] [FW Core] HIST 151 [3] [FG Core]

F Basic Design Studio Intro to the Hawaiian Focus Composition I World

1 Built Environment History

16

ARCH 132 [4] [DA Core] ARCH 200 [2] SOC SCI [3] [DS Core] MATH 140 [3] [FS Core] HIST 152 [3] [FG Core]

S Design Collaboration in Social Science Pre-Calculus World

Communication Environ Design History

 15

ARCH 235 [4] [DA Core] ARCH 271 [3] [DH Core] PHYS 151 + L [4] LANG 101 [3] [L]

F Computer App World Arch and College Physics [DP + DY Core] Language

2 in Arch Urbanism A Elective

PRE-REQ ARCH 100, 101, 132 HIST 151 14

ARCH 201 [4] [DA Core] ARCH 220 [3] ARCH 272 [3] [DH Core] BIO SCI [3] [DB Core] LANG 102 [3] [L]

S Arch Design Studio Intro to Environ World Arch and BIO Sci Core Language

Systems A Urbanism B Elective

PRE-REQ ARCH 235 MATH 140, ARCH 132 HIST 152 16

ARCH 341 [4] ARCH 321 [3] ARCH 371 [3] [W,O focus] ARCH 381 [3] ** LANG 201 [3] [L]

F Intermediate Design Intro to Env Design Theory Landform  and Water Language

3 Studio A Systems B Elective

PRE-REQ ARCH 200, 201 ARCH 220, PHYS 151 +L ARCH 271, 272 Arch 201, 220 16

ARCH 342 [4] ARCH 433 [3] [E Focus] ELEC 3xx4xx [3] ARCH 352 [3] * LANG 202 [3] [L]

S Intermediate Design Prof Practice, Law Open Elective Landscape Arch History Language

Studio B & Ethics Elective

PRE-REQ ARCH 341 ARCH 200, 341 16

All students must submit a Graduation Worksheet to the School of Architecture Student Services Office before registration for Fall of the fourth year.

In the semester prior to the last undergraduate semester, all students must make an appointment for a graduation check with the School of Architecture Student Services Office.

ARCH 415 [6] ARCH 3xx4xx [3] ARCH 3xx4xx [3]
F Concentration Arch Elective Arch Elective

4 Design Studio

PRE-REQ ARCH 342 12 max

ELEC 3xx4xx [3] ARCH 3xx4xx [3] ARCH 483 [3] ** ARCH 484 [3] ** ARCH 3xx4xx [3]
S Open Elective Arch Elective Urban Ecological Plants in Design Arch Elective

Analysis & Design

Arch 381 Arch 381 15

minimum credits required 120

All UH Manoa Core and Special Graduation requirements must be accomplished by end of year 4; See specific requirements in UHM Catalog.

Foundations and Diversification together are UH Manoa Core requirements.  Focus and Hawaiian or Second Language together are UH Manoa Special Graduation requirements. * UHM-2 form

* Foundations: 12 credits, to be completed in the first year at UHM (or prior to completing 25 credits) ** UHM-1 form

Written Communication [FW]: 3 credits Symbolic Reasoning [FS]: 3 credits Global and Multicultural Perspectives [FG]: 2 courses, 6 credits

Diversification: 19 credits

DA-Arts, DH-Humanities, DL-Literatures: 6 credits      DB-Biological Science, DP-Physical Science, DY-Laboratory (science): 7 credits      DS-Social Science: 6 credits from two different departments

Focus:

Hawaiian, Asian, and Pacific Issues [H], Contemporary Ethical Issues [E], Oral Communication [O]: One course each
Writing Intensive [W]: Five courses (at least two "W" courses must be numbered at the 300- or 400- level)

Hawaiian or Second Language:  HSL*; competence at the 202 level.

* These abbreviations appear after course descriptions to identify courses that meet specific requirements.  See the "courses" section in the UHM catalog. October 2016

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY HISTORY / THEORY
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UH-M 1 Form Justification (ARCH 631) 

 
Rationale for request (why is the course being requested)?  
ARCH 631 is a new course that serves as a degree requirement for the School of Architecture’s planned 
Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) program, specifically for its first-professional MLA I degree 
track. No comparable course exists on the UH Manoa campus. 
 
Expected course enrollment:  8-15 
 
Where does the course fit in present and/or future program(s)? 
ARCH 631 will serve as a required course in the School of Architecture’s future Master of Landscape 
Architecture program (MLA I track).  
 
Why is the number of credits justified?   
Course will be a mix of lecture and applied exercises, meeting three hours a week for the entirety of the 
semester. Exercises outlined below and in the attached syllabus.   
 
Prerequisites 
None (first semester in MLA I program track)                    
 
Expected learning outcomes? 
Please refer to attached syllabus. 
 
How will the success of the course in achieving learning outcomes be assessed?   
Students will be evaluated through short-term modules/projects that address design communication 
and various forms of design media. Students will also be assessed by the quality and thoroughness of 
their completed exercises and their participation in group efforts.  

 
What are the minimum qualifications for teaching this course?  
Typically, the course instructor will hold a Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) or equivalent degree.                                      
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UH-M 1 Form Generic Course Syllabus:    
 
ARCH 631 Design Communication for Landscape Architects 

 

Overview of course content and structure (course description)         
This course focuses on the theory and applications in design communication, including drawing and 
presentation skills. It emphasizes the design process and critical thinking through analog and digital 
media, diagramming, three-dimensional modeling, and various other presentation techniques including 
web design and online portfolios.  
 
 
Format      
The course will be taught in a series of progressively interconnected modules. Each module will address 
components of graphic media or presentation form and will be initiated by a demonstration followed by 
prescribed exercises. The content and timing of the various modules may vary as needed.  
The course will consist of lectures, in-class exercises/problems and a final project. Some field sketching 
may occur. All students enrolled in the course will be required to complete the School of Architecture 
Assumption of Risk and Release Form or to have made alternative arrangements to accomplish the shop 
or fieldwork required of the course. Enrollment in this course will be accepted as affirmation that the 
requirement has been met.  
Weekly lectures and readings may correspond with visits from professional guest speakers. Class 
participation is mandatory and attendance is required at all lectures. Prior to class meetings, students 
will be expected to be familiarized with guest speakers, firms and other organizations we will cover in 
order to prepare targeted questions and participate in discussions. 
 
Goals and objectives  
This course and the following objectives are intended to provide students entering graduate study in 
landscape architecture with fundamentals of graphic communication for success in the presentation of 
design work.  
 

 Expose students to a comprehensive understanding and appreciation of the graphic skills 

necessary for visualization and presentation in a design discipline.   

 Support development of skills in graphic representation connected to a corresponding 

development of understanding of the role of graphic language in the design process.   

 Create a base of confidence for development of skills in graphic representation through 
exposure and exploration of various manual and mechanical techniques for graphic 

presentation.   

 Support the exploration of personal expression in the graphic representation of design ideas.   

 Promote a clear understanding of graphic presentation protocols and conventions as well as 
mechanical reproduction technology to facilitate communication with clients, users, officials, 

and other professionals.   

 Support development of skills in written and verbal representation and critique.   
 
Course Expectations  

 

Execution of Assigned Exercises:  
This aspect includes didactic interaction with instructor in the studio and the response to grading and 
critical input upon completed work. These will include weekly assignments and “gallery” quality pieces.  
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Periodic Reviews:  
At determined times students will be asked to do verbal presentations of their work. Students will, with 
weekly assignments, critique others and their own work.  

 

Website / Blog:  
Students are required to develop a website, and will post their work (each week) for formal assessment, 
as well as self-critique and peer-review.  

 

Sketchbook / Portfolio:  
Each student will format and submit a portfolio of work by the end of the course. During the course, 
students will maintain a professional sketchbook. Sketches and notations therein will reflect upon the 
experience of seeing and acquiring skills. A collection of completed exercises will be presented at 
midterm and final to indicate both engagement with the subject and progress in acquisition of skills. 
Each student will present their portfolio and receive critical input from peers, guests and the instructor. 
Selected samples from student work may be assembled for exhibit.  
 

Student learning objectives  
Program learning objectives and institutional learning objectives addressed by course         
 

By the time students finish this course, they should be able to: 

 Integrate analytical and critical thought with respect to the graphic expression of design 
concepts.  

 Demonstrate awareness of the context and content of graphic design expression.   

 Develop effective use of graphic and technological imagery as a tool for the exploration, 

capture, expression, and presentation of ideas.   

 Acquire skills for the application and utilization of design communication techniques in all 

aspects of professional design activity.   

 Demonstrate the articulation of a personal style for graphic representation of design thought.   

 Develop effective use of written and verbal tools for the exploration, capture, expression, 

presentation and critique of ideas.   
 
 
 

Mānoa Advanced Degree Institutional Learning Outcomes addressed by course (based on 2014 draft1): 
 

Knowledge and Understanding  
1. Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge in one or more general subject areas related to, but not 
confined to, a specific area of interest (design communications ofr landscape architects).  
2. Demonstrate understanding of techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
 

Communication Skills  
5. Proficiently communicate and disseminate information in a manner relevant to the field.  
 

Professional Responsibility  
7. Interact professionally with others. 
Program student learning objectives addressed by course:  
 

                                                           
1 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/assessment/reports/pdf/GradEd_Advanced_Degree_ILOs_2014_draft.pdf 
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As is common with professional landscape architecture programs, the proposed School or Architecture’s 
proposed MLA degree program's overall mission and student learning objectives are closely guided by 
LAAB's 2016 Accreditation Standards for First-Professional Programs in Landscape Architecture.2   
Important aspects of the program student learning objectives are guided by LAAB Standard 3 
"Professional Curriculum," which identifies key components to be addressed by a first-professional 
landscape architecture curriculum.  
The content of this course will include coverage and/or aspects of the following topics/subtopics and 
learning objectives: 
 
o Design processes and methodology  

 analysis  
 design communication 

 

o Systems and processes—natural and cultural (related to design, planning, and management)  
 built environment and infrastructure  

 
o Communication and documentation   

 design and construction documents  
 

 
Texts and references       
 

Allen, Stan. Points + lines: diagrams and projects for the city (New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 

1999). 

Amoroso, Nadia. Representing Landscapes: Digital. Taylor & Francis 2015 

Cantrell, Bradley and Michaels, Wes. Digital Drawing for Landscape Architecture: Contemporary 

Techniques and Tools for Digital Representation in Site Design (New Jersey: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 

2010). 

Corner, James, Taking Measures Across the American Landscape (New Haven: Yale University Press, 

1996). 

Fernandez Per, Aurora, Mozas, Javier, and Arpa, Javier. Dbook: density, data, diagrams, dwellings: a 

visual analysis of 64 collective housing projects (Vitoria-Gasteiz: a+t ediciones, 2007)  

Garcia, Mark. The diagrams of architecture: AD reader (Chichester: Wiley, 2010). 

Halprin, Lawrence. Sketchbooks of Lawrence Halprin. (Tokyo: Process Architecture, 1981).  

Olin, Laurie. Transforming the common place: selections from Laurie Olinʼs sketchbooks (New York: 

Princeton Architectural Press, 1996). 

Klanten, Robert, ed., Data Flow: Visualizing Information in Graphic Design. Die Gestalten Verlag, 2008. 

McLeod, Virginia. Detail in Contemporary Landscape Architecture, (Lawrence King, 2008). 

                                                           
2 
https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Education/Accreditation/LAAB_ACCREDITATION_STANDARDS_March2016.pdf 
[accessed 6/22/2016] 



 

6 
 

Mertens, Elke. Visualizing Landscape Architecture, (Basel: Birkahuser, 2009). 

Sullivan, Chip. Drawing the landscape (New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold, 1995). 

Treib, Mark (Ed). Representing Landscape Architecture, (UK: Taylor & Francis, 2008). 

Tufte, Edward R. The Visual Display of Quantitative Information, 2nd Edition. Cheshire, CT: Graphics 

Press, 2001. 

Steenbergen, Clemens. Composing Landscapes: Analysis, Typology and Experiments for Design, (Basel: 

Birkhauser, 2008).   

Other library book suggestions and readings/handouts will be provided throughout the semester as 
necessary.  

 

Grading (how will students be evaluated?)   

Students will be assigned short exercises and problem sets throughout the semester. All students will 

demonstrate understanding and application of skills taught in the course through project work. It is the 

student’s responsibility to practice and develop these skills and meet the requirements of the course. 

Assigned work will be reviewed upon completion and given a mark with suitable commentary. Students 

will respond to commentary with appropriate corrections and place the corrected work in the portfolio. 

Final grades will be determined by the content of the completed portfolio of work, and augmented by 

evaluation of progress and consistency of engagement (participation, punctuality, and completeness) 

with material throughout the semester.  

Attendance and Late Work                         
All assignments are expected to be turned in on time. Students will lose credit toward their final grade if 
work is late. All students are expected to attend all class meetings and presentations for the entire time 
period.  If illness or a family emergency prevent students from attending class or completing work on 
time, we ask for a written explanation as soon as possible. If students were to miss more than one 
deadline or be absent for more than a week, we would expect a written explanation to include a note 
from a doctor or health service. 
 
Student Conduct     
Members of the university community are expected to comply with all university policies. Students are 
guided by the UH Conduct Code (http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/).                    

Other UH-M/ SoA Policies and Procedures  

The course will follow current UH and SoA policies and procedures, which all students are expected to 

be familiar with. All students enrolled in this course are required to complete the School of Architecture 

Assumption of Risk and Release Form or to have made alternative arrangements to accomplish the 

required shop or field work. Enrollment in this course will be accepted as affirmation that the 

requirement has been met. Any student with a documented disability who would like to request 

accommodations should contact the UH Manoa office for students with disabilities (KOKUA Program) as 

early in the semester as possible. 

Office Hours and Email Addresses Instructor(s):  
TBD             

 

http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/
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UH-M 1 Form Justification (ARCH 633) 

 
Rationale for request (why is the course being requested)?  
ARCH 633 is a new course that serves as a degree requirement for the School of Architecture’s planned 
Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) program, specifically for its first-professional MLA I degree 
track. No comparable course exists on the UH Manoa campus. 
 
Expected course enrollment:  8-15 
 
Where does the course fit in present and/or future program(s)? 
ARCH 633 will serve as a required course in the first semester of the School of Architecture’s future 
Master of Landscape Architecture program (MLA I track).  
 
Why is the number of credits justified?   
Course will be a mix of lecture and applied exercises, meeting three hours a week for the entirety of the 
semester. Exercises outlined below and in the attached syllabus.   
 
Prerequisites 
None (first semester in MLA I program track)                    
 
Expected learning outcomes? 
Please refer to attached syllabus. 
 
How will the success of the course in achieving learning outcomes be assessed?   
Students will be evaluated through short-term modules or projects that address the development of 
skills in computer applications and various forms of digital design media. Students will also be assessed 
by the quality and thoroughness of their completed exercises and their participation in group efforts. 

 
What are the minimum qualifications for teaching this course?  
Typically, the course instructor will hold a Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) or equivalent 
graduate degree.                                      
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UH-M 1 Form Generic Course Syllabus:    
 
ARCH 633 Computer Applications in Landscape Architecture 

 

Overview of course content and structure (course description) 
This course introduces students to the use of computers in landscape architecture. It emphases two- 
and three-dimensional computer-aided drawings, graphics, and various other forms of digital design 
media suitable to landscape architectural design and practice.  
 
Format      
Through a series of hands-on modules, ARCH 633 will introduce various computer applications that are 
commonly used in the landscape architecture profession. Some programs may include analysis tools 
such as GIS and Ecotect, drawing and modeling tools such as AutoCAD, Rhinocerous and SketchUp, and 
visual production tools such as Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign, Acrobat. Additional rendering 
and digital fabrication tools may also be introduced. The course will move beyond software basics and 
will provide techniques on how to effectively utilize and integrate these applications in multi-layered 
design projects.  Good file management techniques and digital work habits will be emphasized.   
The course will be taught as a workshop intended to aid in the training of future Landscape Architects, 
NOT technicians.  Students will learn the tools and techniques to express design thinking.   
  
Goals and objectives  
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 Apply knowledge & skills in digital design methods to create, edit, refine, save, store, print, and 
present various types of drawings, images, graphics, and presentations.   

 Utilize essential digital modeling techniques to create effective three-dimensional (3D) models, 
including tran`sforming a two-dimensional drawing into a 3D model.   

 Perform in landscape design more effectively (choosing, utilizing, and integrating) with various 
drawing/design, image editing, and presentation graphics software for completing future 
coursework and professional practice.   

 Recognize effective methods for visualizing information as it applies to design.  
 
Course Expectations  
 

Execution of Assigned Exercises:  
The above will be assessed daily through in-class exercises, projects, and in-class participation, as 

evidenced in blog entries, class discussions, and physical deliverables.  The schedule for these assignments 

and methods of assessment will be determined as the semester progresses.  As student progress is 

diagnosed, the course content and assessments methods will fluctuate. Similar to a professional 

environment, students should adapt to variation.   

Periodic Reviews:  
At determined times students will be asked to do verbal presentations of their work. Students will, with 
weekly assignments, critique others and their own work.  

 
Website / Blog:  
Students are required to develop a website, and will post their work (each week) for formal assessment, 
as well as self-critique and peer-review.  
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Sketchbook / Portfolio:  
Each student will format and submit a portfolio of work by the end of the course. During the course, 
students will maintain a professional sketchbook. Sketches and notations therein will reflect upon the 
experience of seeing and acquiring skills. A collection of completed exercises will be presented at 
midterm and final to indicate both engagement with the subject and progress in acquisition of skills. 
Each student will present their portfolio and receive critical input from peers, guests and the instructor. 
Selected samples from student work may be assembled for exhibit.  
 
 

Student learning objectives  
(Program learning objectives and institutional learning objectives addressed by course)       
 
Mānoa Advanced Degree Institutional Learning Outcomes addressed by course (based on 2014 draft1): 
 

Knowledge and Understanding  
1. Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge in one or more general subject areas related to, but not 
confined to, a specific area of interest (computer applications in landscape architecture).  
2. Demonstrate understanding of techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
 

Intellectual and Applied Skills  
4. Critically analyze, synthesize, and utilize information and data related to one’s field of study.  
 

Communication Skills  
5. Proficiently communicate and disseminate information in a manner relevant to the field.  
 

Professional Responsibility  
7. Interact professionally with others. 
 
Program student learning objectives addressed by course:  
 

As is common with professional landscape architecture programs, the proposed School or Architecture’s 
proposed MLA degree program's overall mission and student learning objectives are closely guided by 
LAAB's 2016 Accreditation Standards for First-Professional Programs in Landscape Architecture.2   
Important aspects of the program student learning objectives are guided by LAAB Standard 3 
"Professional Curriculum," which identifies key components to be addressed by a first-professional 
landscape architecture curriculum. The content of this course will include coverage and/or aspects of 
the following topics/subtopics and learning objectives: 

 
o Design processes and methodology  

 analysis  
 design communication 

 
o Communication and documentation   

 design and construction documents  
 
 

                                                           
1 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/assessment/reports/pdf/GradEd_Advanced_Degree_ILOs_2014_draft.pdf 
2 
https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Education/Accreditation/LAAB_ACCREDITATION_STANDARDS_March2016.pdf 
[accessed 6/22/2016] 
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Texts and references       
 
Amoroso, Nadia. Representing Landscapes: Digital. Taylor & Francis 2015 

Cantrell, Bradley and Michaels, Wes. Digital Drawing for Landscape Architecture: Contemporary 

Techniques and Tools for Digital Representation in Site Design (New Jersey: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 

2010). 

 Other book suggestions and readings/handouts will be provided throughout the semester as necessary.  

 

Grading (how will students be evaluated?)   

Students will be assigned short exercises and problem sets throughout the semester. All students will be 

demonstrate understanding and application of skills taught in the course through project work. It is the 

student’s responsibility to practice and develop these skills and meet the requirements of the course. 

Assigned work will be reviewed upon completion and given a mark with suitable commentary. Students 

will respond to commentary with appropriate corrections and place the corrected work in the portfolio. 

Final grades will be determined by the content of the completed portfolio of work, and augmented by 

evaluation of progress and consistency of engagement (participation, punctuality, and completeness) 

with material throughout the semester.  

 

Attendance and Late Work                         
All assignments are expected to be turned in on time. Students will lose credit toward their final grade if 
work is late. All students are expected to attend all class meetings and presentations for the entire time 
period.  If illness or a family emergency prevent students from attending class or completing work on 
time, we ask for a written explanation as soon as possible. If students were to miss more than one 
deadline or be absent for more than a week, we would expect a written explanation to include a note 
from a doctor or health service. 
 
Student Conduct     
Members of the university community are expected to comply with all university policies. Students are 
guided by the UH Conduct Code (http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/).                    

Other UH-M/ SoA Policies and Procedures  

The course will follow current UH and SoA policies and procedures, which all students are expected to 

be familiar with. All students enrolled in this course are required to complete the School of Architecture 

Assumption of Risk and Release Form or to have made alternative arrangements to accomplish the 

required shop or field work. Enrollment in this course will be accepted as affirmation that the 

requirement has been met. Any student with a documented disability who would like to request 

accommodations should contact the UH Manoa office for students with disabilities (KOKUA Program) as 

early in the semester as possible. 

Office Hours and Email Addresses Instructor(s):  
TBD             

 

http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/
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UH-M 1 Form Justification (ARCH 635) 

 
Rationale for request (why is the course being requested)?  
ARCH 635 is a new course that will serve as a core degree requirement for the School of Architecture’s 
planned Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) program. No comparable course exists on the UH 
Manoa campus. 
 
 
Expected course enrollment:  15 - 20 
 
Where does the course fit in present and/or future program(s)? 
ARCH 635 will serve as a required core course in the School of Architecture’s future Master of Landscape 
Architecture program (all degree tracks:  MLA I,  MLA I AP,  and MLA II).  ARCH 635 will also serve as an 
ARCH 6XX elective option for interested Doctor of Architecture (DArch) students. 
 
Why is the number of credits justified?   
Course will be a mix of standard lecture and applied exercises, meeting three hours a week for the 
entirety of the semester. Exercises outlined below. 
 
Prerequisites 
ARCH 381  (MLA I and MLA I AP tracks)                  
                 
 
Expected learning outcomes? 
Please refer to attached syllabus. 
 
How will the success of the course in achieving learning outcomes be assessed?   
Students will be evaluated through quizzes and a final exam, as well as the quality and thoroughness of 
their design detail assignments. For the latter, students’ work will be compared against standard best 
practices and codes used in the landscape architecture profession. Students may also be evaluated in 
their final presentations by outside landscape architecture professionals. 
 
What are the minimum qualifications for teaching this course?  
Typically, the course Instructor will hold a Masters of Landscape Architecture (MLA) or equivalent 
degree. Preferably, he/she is licensed to practice landscape architecture in the United States.                                      
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UH-M 1 Form Generic Course Syllabus:    
 
ARCH 635  Landscape Materials and Construction 

 

Overview of course content and structure (course description)   
ARCH 635 examines materials and methods of landscape construction from source, extraction, and 
manufacturing, to use and reuse. Assignments include drawing standard details, and a report on the 
history of a material’s use, properties, and qualities.                       

 
Format      
Course will consist of two hour-and-a-half lectures a week. Some of this time will be devoted to doing 
applied exercises and guidance on construction detail assignments. Some field trips to visit construction 
sites may be required; all students enrolled in this course are required to complete the School of 
Architecture Assumption of Risk and Release Form or to have made alternative arrangements to 
accomplish the shop or fieldwork required of the course. Enrollment in this course will be accepted as 
affirmation that the requirement has been met. 
 
Goals and objectives  
At the conclusion of this course, students should be able to:    

 Critically assess appropriate materials and construction strategies for various site 
contexts 

 Demonstrate understanding of design and detailing for landscape structures 
including pavement, wall, stairs, ramps, railings, water features, fences, stormwater 
infrastructure, lighting, irrigation, and planting. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of standards, sources and procedures for different materials 
and processes used in landscape architecture constructions 

 Understand the scope and content of working drawings, and how to develop and 
produce them 

 Analyze environmental and human health impacts of materials                   

 
Student learning objectives  
Program learning objectives and institutional learning objectives addressed by course         
 

Mānoa Advanced Degree Institutional Learning Outcomes (based on 2014 draft1): 
 

Knowledge and Understanding  
1. Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge in one or more general subject areas related to a specific 
area of interest.  
2. Demonstrate understanding of research methodology and techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
 

Intellectual and Applied Skills  
3. Apply research methodology specific to landscape architecture.  
4. Critically analyze, synthesize, and utilize information and data related to landscape architecture. 
 

Communication Skills  
5. Proficiently communicate and disseminate information in a manner relevant to the field.  

                                                           
1 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/assessment/reports/pdf/GradEd_Advanced_Degree_ILOs_2014_draft.pdf 
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Professional Responsibility  
6. Conduct research or projects as a responsible and ethical professional.  
7. Interact professionally with others. 

 
Program student learning objectives:  
 

As is common with professional landscape architecture programs, the proposed School or Architecture’s 
proposed MLA degree program's overall mission and student learning objectives are closely guided by 
LAAB's 2016 Accreditation Standards for First-Professional Programs in Landscape Architecture.2   
Important aspects of the program student learning objectives are guided by LAAB Standard 3 
"Professional Curriculum," which identifies key components to be addressed by a first-professional 
landscape architecture curriculum.  
 

The content of this course will include coverage and/or aspects of the following topics/subtopics and 
learning objectives: 
 

 History, theory, philosophy, principles, and values   
o sustainability, resiliency, stewardship  
o health, safety, welfare  

 Design processes and methodology   
o iterative design development  
o design communication 

 Communication and documentation   
o design and construction documents   

 Implementation  
o construction technology and site engineering  
o site materials  

 Computer applications and advanced technologies  
o communication (conceptual and construction drawings)  

 Assessment and evaluation  
o site assessment  
o landscape performance  

 Professional practice  
o practice  

construction administration  
 
Texts and references       
 

Hopper, Len, ed. Landscape Architectural Graphic Standards, Student Edition. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley 
and Sons, 2007. 

Calkins, Meg. Materials for Sustainable Sites: A Complete Guide to the Evaluation, Selection and Use of 
Sustainable Construction Materials. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley and Sons, 2008.        

Other library book suggestions and readings/handouts will be provided throughout the semester as 
necessary.  

                                                           
2 
https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Education/Accreditation/LAAB_ACCREDITATION_STANDARDS_March2016.pdf 
[accessed 6/22/2016] 
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Grading (how will students be evaluated?)   
Students will be given regular quizzes throughout the semester and a final exam on appropriate use of 
materials, building and accessibility codes, and construction details. They will do one report and 
presentation examining material use and intent in a precedent project. Lastly, they will do a modified 
construction document set for a small site design.                   

Attendance and Late Work                         
All assignments are expected to be turned in on time. Students will lose credit toward their final grade if 
work is late. All students are expected to attend all class meetings and presentations for the entire time 
period.  If illness or a family emergency prevent students from attending class or completing work on 
time, we ask for a written explanation as soon as possible. If students were to miss more than one 
deadline or be absent for more than a week, we would expect a written explanation to include a note 
from a doctor or health service. 
 
Student Conduct     
Members of the university community are expected to comply with all university policies. Students are 
guided by the UH Conduct Code (http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/).                    

Other UH-M/ SoA Policies and Procedures  

The course will follow current UH and SoA policies and procedures, which all students are expected to 

be familiar with. All students enrolled in this course are required to complete the School of Architecture 

Assumption of Risk and Release Form or to have made alternative arrangements to accomplish the 

required shop or field work. Enrollment in this course will be accepted as affirmation that the 

requirement has been met. Any student with a documented disability who would like to request 

accommodations should contact the UH Manoa office for students with disabilities (KOKUA Program) as 

early in the semester as possible. 

Office Hours and Email Addresses Instructor(s):  
TBD             

 

http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/
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UH-M 1 Form Justification (ARCH 636) 

 
Rationale for request (why is the course being requested)?  
ARCH 636 is a new course that will serve as a degree requirement for the School of Architecture’s 
planned Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) program. No comparable graduate-level plant 
identification course with a design application focus exists on the UH Manoa campus. 
 
Expected course enrollment:  12 - 20 
 
Where does the course fit in present and/or future program(s)? 
ARCH 636 will serve as a required course in the School of Architecture’s future Master of Landscape 
Architecture program (all degree tracks:  MLA I,  MLA I AP,  and MLA II [optional in post-professional 
degree track]).  ARCH 636 will also serve as an ARCH 6XX elective option for interested Doctor of 
Architecture (DArch) students. 
 
Why is the number of credits justified?   
Course will be a mix of standard lecture and applied exercises, meeting three hours a week (with an 
expected 6 hours of out-of-class student work per week) for the entirety of the semester. Exercises 
outlined below and in the attached syllabus.  
 
Prerequisites 
ARCH 634, ARCH 635                    
                 
 
Expected learning outcomes? 
Please refer to attached syllabus. 
 
How will the success of the course in achieving learning outcomes be assessed?   
Students will be evaluated through quizzes and a final exam that will be modeled from selected portions 
of the professional registration examination. Students will also be assessed by the quality and 
thoroughness of their completed exercises.  
 
What are the minimum qualifications for teaching this course?  
Typically, the course Instructor will hold a Masters of Landscape Architecture (MLA) or equivalent 
degree. Preferably, he/she is licensed to practice landscape architecture in the United States.                                      
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UH-M 1 Form Generic Course Syllabus:    
 
ARCH 636  Landscape Architectural Professional Practice 

Overview of course content and structure (course description)   
Methods and practices of the profession of landscape architecture. Subjects include business and 
governmental organization, elements of contract law, business management, marketing, professional 
licensure, and ethics. With a focus on professional ethics, management, marketing, project delivery and 
administration of landscape architectural services, this course examines several effective contemporary 
models of private, public and academic practices as demonstrated through lectures, projects, case 
studies and guest speakers.   
 
Format      
The course consists of lectures, in-class exercises/problems and a final exam. Some field studies may be 
required to local professional offices. All students enrolled in this course are required to complete the 
School of Architecture Assumption of Risk and Release Form or to have made alternative arrangements 
to accomplish the fieldwork required of the course. Enrollment in this course will be accepted as 
affirmation that the requirement has been met.  
Weekly lectures and readings may correspond with visits from professional guest speakers. Class 
participation is mandatory and attendance is required at all lectures. Prior to class meetings, students 
will be expected to be familiarized with guest speakers, firms and other organizations we will cover in 
order to prepare targeted questions and participate in discussions. 
 
Goals and objectives  
Upon completion of this course, students will possess the requisite tools to confidently enter the 
practice of landscape architecture, whether in a private design office or a public institution.  This course 
enables a basic understanding of practical operations within a number of potential career tracks that 
individuals with training in Landscape architecture typically pursue.  ARCH 636 will communicate the 
fundamentals of the Professional Practice of Landscape Architecture.  
Preparation for Professional Practice is subdivided into the following academic objectives:  
1. Securing employment appropriate to student's skills and ambitions. 
2. Knowledge of private, public and academic practice fundamentals, including: 
 . Project management and profitability  
 . Office culture and professional ethics   
 . Successful business development and marketing of services  
 . Production of successful proposals  
 . Preparation for professional registration 

Student learning objectives  
Program learning objectives and institutional learning objectives addressed by course         
 

Mānoa Advanced Degree Institutional Learning Outcomes (based on 2014 draft1): 
 

Knowledge and Understanding  
1. Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge in one or more general subject areas related to, but not 
confined to, a specific area of interest.  
2. Demonstrate understanding of research methodology and techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
 

Communication Skills  
5. Proficiently communicate and disseminate information in a manner relevant to the field.  

                                                           
1 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/assessment/reports/pdf/GradEd_Advanced_Degree_ILOs_2014_draft.pdf 
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Professional Responsibility  
6. Conduct research or projects as a responsible and ethical professional.  
7. Interact professionally with others. 
Program student learning objectives:  
 

As is common with professional landscape architecture programs, the proposed School or Architecture’s 
proposed MLA degree program's overall mission and student learning objectives are closely guided by 
LAAB's 2016 Accreditation Standards for First-Professional Programs in Landscape Architecture.2   
Important aspects of the program student learning objectives are guided by LAAB Standard 3 
"Professional Curriculum," which identifies key components to be addressed by a first-professional 
landscape architecture curriculum.  
 

The content of this course will include coverage and/or aspects of the following topics/subtopics and 
learning objectives: 
 

o Professional practice  

 values  

 ethics  

 practice  
 

o History, theory, philosophy, principles, and values  
 health, safety, welfare  

 

o Design processes and methodology  
 analysis  
 design communication 

 

o Systems and processes—natural and cultural (related to design, planning, and management)  
 built environment and infrastructure  

 

o Communication and documentation   
 design and construction documents  

 

o Implementation  
 construction technology and site engineering  
 site materials  
 policies and regulation  

 
Texts and references       
 

Rogers, Walter. The Professional Practice of Landscape Architecture: A Complete Guide to Starting and 
Running Your Own Firm 2nd Edition, Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley and Sons, 2010.            

Other library book suggestions and readings/handouts will be provided throughout the semester as 
necessary.  

Grading (how will students be evaluated?)   
Students will be assigned short exercises and problem sets throughout the semester. They will also be 
given quizzes as appropriate and a final exam with questions drawn from the Landscape Architecture 
Registration Examination.  

                                                           
2 
https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Education/Accreditation/LAAB_ACCREDITATION_STANDARDS_March2016.pdf 
[accessed 6/22/2016] 
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Attendance and Late Work                         
All assignments are expected to be turned in on time. Students will lose credit toward their final grade if 
work is late. All students are expected to attend all class meetings and presentations for the entire time 
period.  If illness or a family emergency prevent students from attending class or completing work on 
time, we ask for a written explanation as soon as possible. If students were to miss more than one 
deadline or be absent for more than a week, we would expect a written explanation to include a note 
from a doctor or health service. 
 
Student Conduct     
Members of the university community are expected to comply with all university policies. Students are 
guided by the UH Conduct Code (http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/).                    

Other UH-M/ SoA Policies and Procedures  

The course will follow current UH and SoA policies and procedures, which all students are expected to 

be familiar with. All students enrolled in this course are required to complete the School of Architecture 

Assumption of Risk and Release Form or to have made alternative arrangements to accomplish the 

required shop or field work. Enrollment in this course will be accepted as affirmation that the 

requirement has been met. Any student with a documented disability who would like to request 

accommodations should contact the UH Manoa office for students with disabilities (KOKUA Program) as 

early in the semester as possible. 

Office Hours and Email Addresses Instructor(s):  
TBD             

 

http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/
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UH‐M 1 Form Justification (ARCH 651) 

 
Rationale for request (why is the course being requested)?  
ARCH 651 is a new course that will serve as an important degree requirement for the School of 
Architecture’s planned Master of Landscape Architecture program (MLA I track). No comparable 
graduate‐level foundational landscape design course exists on the UH Manoa campus.  
The planned MLA program will be LAAB accredited. Students in professional landscape architecture 
degree programs need to acquire their own, distinct set of fundamental design skills that, in many ways, 
are quite different from foundational architectural design skills. Thus, none of the existing basic ARCH 
design studios that serve the DArch degree can be modified to also cover fundamental design skills for 
the MLA program. ARCH 651 addressed LAAB‐accreditation‐specific landscape architecture student 
learning objectives that are quite different from those covered in Doctor of Architecture program 
studios. Specifically, ARCH 651 introduces MLA SLOs 1 through 9. 
 
Expected course enrollment:  8‐16 
 
Where does the course fit in present and/or future program(s)? 
ARCH 651 will serve as a required course in the School of Architecture’s future Master of Landscape 
Architecture program (first semester of MLA I degree track).   
 
Why is the number of credits justified?   
Course will be a mix of lecture and applied design exercises (design studio format), meeting nine hours a 
week for the entirety of the semester. Exercises outlined below and in the attached syllabus.                      
 
Prerequisites 
None. This is a first‐semester course in the MLA I degree track.  
                 
 
Expected learning outcomes? 
Please refer to attached syllabus. 
 
How will the success of the course in achieving learning outcomes be assessed?   
Students will be evaluated through short‐term modules/projects that address design communication 
and various forms of design media. Students will also be assessed by the quality and thoroughness of 
their completed design work and their participation in group efforts. The LAAB Accreditation Standard 3 
"Professional Curriculum” will be directly applied as a criterion for course delivery and assessment.  
 
What are the minimum qualifications for teaching this course?  
Typically, the course Instructor will hold a Masters of Landscape Architecture (MLA) or equivalent 
advanced degree.  
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UH-M 1 Form Generic Course Syllabus:    
 
ARCH 651  Fundamentals of Landscape Design Studio 

 

Overview of course content and structure (course description)   
ARCH 651, through a studio format, presents theories, methods and applications of foundational 
landscape design. The course explores principles, programming, and physical analysis of relevance to 
site-scale design problems. Visual, formal, spatial, and functional design principles will be applied to 
ecological and cultural influences in landscape design.  
        
Format      
The course will be taught in a series of progressive design projects and will culminate in a single longer-
term final design project. Each module will address components of landscape design strategies and will 
be initiated by lectures, instructed demonstrations, readings and/or group discussion. The content and 
timing of the various modules may vary as needed. The course will involve a variety of activities, 
including but not limited to: lectures/seminars, discussions and/or workshops, readings, and videos, 
projects/exercises and vignettes, guest lectures, and field trips. 

Some field study may occur during the analysis phase of the final project. All students enrolled in the 
course will be required to complete the School of Architecture Assumption of Risk and Release Form or 
to have made alternative arrangements to accomplish the shop or fieldwork required of the course. 
Enrollment in this course will be accepted as affirmation that the requirement has been met.  
 

Weekly lectures and readings may correspond with visits from professional guest speakers with direct 
knowledge of study sites. Class participation is mandatory and attendance is required at all lectures. 
Prior to class meetings, students will be expected to be familiarized with guest speakers, firms and other 
organizations covered in order to prepare targeted questions and participate in discussions. 
 
Goals and objectives  
The goal of this course is to provide a foundation for landscape architecture students to develop critical 
thinking and design abilities, as well as confidence and fundamental understanding of the landscape 
design process.  Students will focus on the use of form, space and ordering frameworks within and 
across the landscape. This course will cultivate understanding of landscape architecture more broadly. It 
will also enable students to appreciate relationships between landscape architecture and other allied 
disciplines and to issues common within the profession, as well as the increasingly critical role landscape 
architects play in solving environmental problems through innovative design products and processes.  
 

This course and the following objectives are intended to provide students entering graduate study in 
landscape architecture with fundamentals of graphic communication for success in the presentation of 
design work.  
 

 Expose students to a comprehensive understanding and appreciation of the graphic skills 

necessary for visualization and presentation in a design discipline.   

 Support development of skills in graphic representation connected to a corresponding 

development of understanding of the role of graphic language in the design process.   

 Create a base of confidence for development of skills in graphic representation through 
exposure and exploration of various manual and mechanical techniques for graphic 

presentation.   

 Support the exploration of personal expression in the graphic representation of design ideas.  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 Promote a clear understanding of graphic presentation protocols and conventions as well as 
mechanical reproduction technology to facilitate communication with clients, users, officials, 

and other professionals.   

 Support development of skills in written and verbal representation and critique.  
 
Student learning objectives  
Program learning objectives and institutional learning objectives addressed by course      
 
Upon completion of this course, students shall be able to demonstrate knowledge of: 

 The definition and scope of landscape architecture.  

 The types of landscape architectural practices, and a representative range of professional 

landscape architectural projects.  

 The influence of history on landscape architectural design.  

 The importance and influence of the arts and of natural, social and behavioral sciences on 

landscape architectural design.  

 The vocabulary of landscape architectural processes, materials and construction practices, and 
professional practice.  

 The ability to embody an idea in the landscape 

 The ability to think and conceptualize in three dimensions 

 The use of the design process to solve basic landscape architectural problems.   

 The needs of a given project and the ability to generate a design program.   

 Site analysis methods and an ability to identify a given site’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, 

and constraints.    

 How to articulate conceptual ideas and refine them into a design expression that responds to 

basic landscape design programming and to site, cultural, and human behavior.   

 How to apply a broad range of design communication skills clearly and effectively.   

 How to communicate design ideas and solutions through writing and public speaking. 

 How to employ time management skills in solving site design problems. \ 

 How to work effectively individually and with others in a team-based problem-solving 
environment. 

 

Mānoa Advanced Degree Institutional Learning Outcomes addressed by course (based on 2014 draft1): 
 

Knowledge and Understanding  
1. Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge in one or more general subject areas related to, but not 
confined to, a specific area of interest.  
2. Demonstrate understanding of research methodology and techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
 

Intellectual and Applied Skills  
3. Apply research methodology and/or scholarly inquiry techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
4. Critically analyze, synthesize, and utilize information and data related to one’s field of study.  
 

Communication Skills  
5. Proficiently communicate and disseminate information in a manner relevant to the field.  
 

Professional Responsibility  
6. Conduct research or projects as a responsible and ethical professional.  
7. Interact professionally with others. 

 

                                                           
1 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/assessment/reports/pdf/GradEd_Advanced_Degree_ILOs_2014_draft.pdf 
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Program student learning objectives:  
 

As is common with professional landscape architecture programs, the School or Architecture’s proposed 
MLA degree program's overall mission and student learning objectives are closely guided by the  2016 
LAAB Accreditation Standards for First-Professional Programs in Landscape Architecture.2   
Important aspects of the program student learning objectives are guided by LAAB Standard 3 
"Professional Curriculum," which identifies key components to be addressed by a first-professional 
landscape architecture curriculum.  
 

The content of this course will include an introduction to aspects of the following topics/subtopics and 
learning objectives: 
 

History, theory, philosophy, principles, and values design history  
design theory criticism  
sustainability, resiliency, stewardship  
health, safety, welfare  
 

Design processes and methodology  
critical thinking  
analysis  
ideation  
synthesis  
site program  
iterative design  
development design  
communication 

 

Systems and processes—natural and cultural (related to design, planning, and management)  
plants and ecosystems sciences  
built environment and infrastructure  
human factors and social and community systems  
human health and well-being  

 

Communication and documentation  
written communication  
oral communication  
visual and graphic communication  
design and construction documents  
numeracy, quantitative problem-solving, and communication  
community and client engagement  

 

Implementation  
construction technology and site engineering  
site materials  
use and management of plants and vegetation  
policies and regulation  

 

Computer applications and advanced technologies  
visualization and modeling  
communication (conceptual and construction drawings)  

                                                           
2 
https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Education/Accreditation/LAAB_ACCREDITATION_STANDARDS_March2016.pdf 
[accessed 6/22/2016] 
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geospatial analysis  
 

Assessment and evaluation  
site assessment  
pre-design analysis  
landscape performance  
post-occupancy evaluation  
visual and scenic assessment  

 

Professional practice  
values  
ethics  
practice  
construction administration  

 

Research and scholarly methods (for master’s-level degree programs)  
quantitative and qualitative methods  
establishing a research hypothesis  
framing research questions  
literature/case study review/precedent review  
research integrity and protection of human subjects  
communication of research 
 
 

Texts and references       
 

Appleton, Jay. The Experience of Landscape: Behavior and Environment 

Condon, Patrick. A Designed Landscape Typology: a Theory Based Design Tool. NEA 1988 

Corner, James. Taking Measures Across the American Landscape. Yale University Press, 1996 

Corner, James and Hirsch, Alison B. The Landscape Imagination: Collected Essays of James Corner 1990-

2010. Princeton Architectural Press, 2014 

Dee, Catherine. Form and Fabric in Landscape Architecture: A Visual Introduction. Taylor and Francis, 2001 

Lynch, Kevin. What Time is This Place. MIT Press 1976 

McHarg, Ian. Design with Nature. Natural History Press, 1971 

Rose, James C. Articulate Form in Landscape Design. in Modern Landscape Architecture. ed. Marc Treib. 

Cambridge: The MIT Press; 1991 

Steenbergen, Clemens. Composing Landscapes: Analysis, Typology and Experiments for Design, Basel: 

Birkhauser, 2008. 

Steven Strom, Kurt Nathan, Jake Woland, Site Engineering for Landscape Architects, Wiley 

Moore, Charles, The Poetics of Gardens, MIT Press, Cambridge MA, 1988 

Other library book suggestions and readings/handouts will be provided throughout the semester as 
necessary.  
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Grading (how will students be evaluated?)   

Students will be assigned exercises and design problems throughout the semester with a final, longer-

term design project that will evidence student’s comprehension of learned topics. All students will be 

expected to demonstrate understanding and application of skills taught in the course through project 

work. It is the student’s responsibility to practice and develop these skills and meet the requirements of 

the course. Assigned work will be reviewed upon completion and given a mark with suitable 

commentary. Final grades will be determined by the content of the completed project work, and 

augmented by evaluation of progress and consistency of engagement (participation, punctuality, and 

completeness) with material throughout the semester.  

Attendance and Late Work                         
All assignments are expected to be turned in on time. Students will lose credit toward their final grade if 
work is late. All students are expected to attend all class meetings and presentations for the entire time 
period.  If illness or a family emergency prevent students from attending class or completing work on 
time, we ask for a written explanation as soon as possible. If students were to miss more than one 
deadline or be absent for more than a week, we would expect a written explanation to include a note 
from a doctor or health service. 
 
Student Conduct     
Members of the university community are expected to comply with all university policies. Students are 
guided by the UH Conduct Code (http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/).                    

Other UH-M/ SoA Policies and Procedures  

The course will follow current UH and SoA policies and procedures, which all students are expected to 

be familiar with. All students enrolled in this course are required to complete the School of Architecture 

Assumption of Risk and Release Form or to have made alternative arrangements to accomplish the 

required shop or field work. Enrollment in this course will be accepted as affirmation that the 

requirement has been met. Any student with a documented disability who would like to request 

accommodations should contact the UH Manoa office for students with disabilities (KOKUA Program) as 

early in the semester as possible. 

Office Hours and Email Addresses Instructor(s):  
TBD             

 

http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/
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UH‐M 1 Form Justification (ARCH 652) 

 
Rationale for request (why is the course being requested)?  
ARCH 652 is a new course that will serve as a degree requirement for the School of Architecture’s 
planned Master of Landscape Architecture program (first year of MLA I track). No comparable graduate‐
level site design studio course exists on the UH Manoa campus. 
The planned MLA program will be LAAB accredited. Students in professional landscape architecture 
degree programs need to acquire their own, distinct set of basic site design skills that, in many ways, are 
quite different from foundational architectural design skills. Thus, none of the existing basic graduate‐
level ARCH design studios that serve the DArch degree can be modified to also cover site design skills for 
the MLA program. ARCH 652 addressed LAAB‐accreditation‐specific student learning objectives that are 
quite different from those covered in Doctor of Architecture program studios. Specifically, ARCH 652 
introduces MLA SLOs 1 through 7. 
 
 
Expected course enrollment:  8‐16 
 
Where does the course fit in present and/or future program(s)? 
ARCH 652 will serve as a required course in the School of Architecture’s future Master of Landscape 
Architecture program (second semester of MLA I degree track).   
 
Why is the number of credits justified?   
Course will be a mix of applied design exercises and lecture (design studio format), meeting nine hours a 
week for the entirety of the semester.  
 
Prerequisites 
None. This is a first‐year course in the MLA I degree track.  
                 
 
Expected learning outcomes? 
Please refer to attached syllabus. 
 
How will the success of the course in achieving learning outcomes be assessed?   
Students will be evaluated on the comprehensiveness, clarity, and creativity of proposed design 
solutions. Quality of oral and visual communication will be stressed, with regular presentations given to 
faculty, local professionals, and community stakeholders. Students will also be assessed by the quality 
and thoroughness of their completed design work and their participation in group efforts. The LAAB 
Accreditation Standard 3 "Professional Curriculum” will be directly applied as a criterion for course 
delivery and assessment.  
 
What are the minimum qualifications for teaching this course?  
Typically, the course Instructor will hold a Masters of Landscape Architecture (MLA) or equivalent 
advanced degree.  
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UH-M 1 Form Generic Course Syllabus:    
 

ARCH 652  Site Design Studio 

 

Overview of course content and structure (course description)   
ARCH 652, through a studio format, focuses on landscape project design at the site scale. The course 
explores site design from initial concept development through detailed design and execution; 
synthesizing foundational skills acquired in ARCH 651 into more complex spatial and functional 
problems. Emphasis is on site research and design methods. Design problems consider multiple, layered 
site factors and distill them into coherent and compelling solutions. The studio investigates landform, 
vegetation, and built structures as key elements of design interventions at the site scale. 

Format      
The course will be taught in a series of progressive design problems and will culminate in a complex final 
site design project. Each step of the process will be facilitated by specific studio assignments, short 
lectures, site visits, analysis, precedent studies, and in-class discussion and exercises. Some field study 
may occur during the analysis phases of projects. All students enrolled in the course will be required to 
complete the School of Architecture Assumption of Risk and Release Form or to have made alternative 
arrangements to accomplish the shop or fieldwork required of the course. Enrollment in this course will 
be accepted as affirmation that the requirement has been met. Class participation is mandatory and 
attendance is required at all lectures.  

Goals and objectives  
The goal of this course is to provide students with an in-depth understanding of site design. Students are 
encouraged to approach their work conceptually, strongly anchoring ideas in the unique characteristics 
of the project’s site. Instead of solely focusing on solving problems or addressing specific program 
requirements, the class will design site-scale landscapes that embody spatial, faunctional, and 
performative ideas. Additional, the course aims to teach students how to thoughtfully execute ideas 
beyond initial concepts and schematic site design. 
 
Student learning objectives  
(Program learning objectives and institutional learning objectives addressed by course)      
 

Mānoa Advanced Degree Institutional Learning Outcomes addressed by course (based on 2014 draft1): 
 

Knowledge and Understanding  
1. Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge in one or more general subject areas related to, but not 
confined to, a specific area of interest.  
2. Demonstrate understanding of research methodology and techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
 

Intellectual and Applied Skills  
3. Apply research methodology and/or scholarly inquiry techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
4. Critically analyze, synthesize, and utilize information and data related to one’s field of study.  
 

Communication Skills  
5. Proficiently communicate and disseminate information in a manner relevant to the field.  
 

Professional Responsibility  
6. Conduct research or projects as a responsible and ethical professional.  
7. Interact professionally with others. 

                                                           
1 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/assessment/reports/pdf/GradEd_Advanced_Degree_ILOs_2014_draft.pdf 
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Program student learning objectives:  
 

As is common with professional landscape architecture programs, the School or Architecture’s proposed 
MLA degree program's overall mission and student learning objectives are closely guided by the  2016 
LAAB Accreditation Standards for First-Professional Programs in Landscape Architecture.2   
Important aspects of the program student learning objectives are guided by LAAB Standard 3 
"Professional Curriculum," which identifies key components to be addressed by a first-professional 
landscape architecture curriculum.  
 

The content of this course will address aspects of the following topics/subtopics and learning objectives: 
 

History, theory, philosophy, principles, and values design history  
design theory criticism  
sustainability, resiliency, stewardship  
health, safety, welfare  
 

Design processes and methodology  
critical thinking  
analysis  
ideation  
synthesis  
site program  
iterative design  
development design  
communication 

 

Systems and processes—natural and cultural (related to design, planning, and management)  
plants and ecosystems sciences  
built environment and infrastructure  
human factors and social and community systems  
human health and well-being  

 

Communication and documentation  
written communication  
oral communication  
visual and graphic communication  
design and construction documents  
numeracy, quantitative problem-solving, and communication  
community and client engagement  

 

Implementation  
construction technology and site engineering  
site materials  
use and management of plants and vegetation  
policies and regulation  

 

Computer applications and advanced technologies  
visualization and modeling  
communication (conceptual and construction drawings)  
geospatial analysis  

                                                           
2 
https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Education/Accreditation/LAAB_ACCREDITATION_STANDARDS_March2016.pdf 
[accessed 6/22/2016] 
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Assessment and evaluation  
site assessment  
pre-design analysis  
landscape performance  
 
 

Texts and references       
Book suggestions and readings/handouts will be provided throughout the semester as necessary.  
 

Grading (how will students be evaluated?)   

Students will be evaluated on the comprehensiveness, clarity, and creativity of proposed site design 

solutions. Quality of oral and visual communication will be stressed, with regular presentations given to 

faculty, local professionals, and community stakeholders. Students will also be assessed by the quality 

and thoroughness of their completed design work and their participation in group efforts. All students 

will be expected to demonstrate understanding and application of skills taught in the course through 

project work. 

Attendance and Late Work                         
All assignments are expected to be turned in on time. Students will lose credit toward their final grade if 
work is late. All students are expected to attend all class meetings and presentations for the entire time 
period.  If illness or a family emergency prevent students from attending class or completing work on 
time, we ask for a written explanation as soon as possible. If students were to miss more than one 
deadline or be absent for more than a week, we would expect a written explanation to include a note 
from a doctor or health service. 
 
Student Conduct     
Members of the university community are expected to comply with all university policies. Students are 
guided by the UH Conduct Code (http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/).                    

Other UH-M/ SoA Policies and Procedures  

The course will follow current UH and SoA policies and procedures, which all students are expected to 

be familiar with. All students enrolled in this course are required to complete the School of Architecture 

Assumption of Risk and Release Form or to have made alternative arrangements to accomplish the 

required shop or field work. Enrollment in this course will be accepted as affirmation that the 

requirement has been met. Any student with a documented disability who would like to request 

accommodations should contact the UH Manoa office for students with disabilities (KOKUA Program) as 

early in the semester as possible. 

Office Hours and Email Addresses Instructor(s):  
TBD             

 

http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/
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UH‐M 1 Form Justification (ARCH 696) 

 
Rationale for request (why is the course being requested)?  
ARCH 696 is a new course that will serve as an elective for the School of Architecture’s planned Master 
of Landscape Architecture (MLA) program. No comparable landscape architecture elective on varying 
topics exists on the UH Manoa campus. 
While a number or ARCH Special Topics seminars already exist, they are not landscape architecture 
specific. For LAAB‐accreditation purposes it is important that ARCH 696 MLA program electives are 
landscape architecture specific and distinct from electives that are also architecture/DArch (ARCH 690, 
691, 692, 693). 
 
Expected course enrollment:  8‐16 
 
Where does the course fit in present and/or future program(s)? 
Students in all three MLA program tracks will be required to take at least two ARCH 696 electives during 
their final year in the program. ARCH 696 will also serve as an ARCH 6XX elective option for Doctor of 
Architecture (DArch) students. 
 
Why is the number of credits justified?   
Course will be a graduate seminar that meets for a total of three hours a week (with an expected six 
hours of out‐of‐class student work per week) for the entirety of the semester.  
 
Prerequisites 
None. (This is an elective on varying topics. No prerequisites are required.)                  
                 
Expected learning outcomes? 
Vary by elective topic and will be specified in respective course syllabi. 
 
How will the success of the course in achieving learning outcomes be assessed?   
Depending on the seminar topic, students will be evaluated through written assignments, exams, 
research assignments and presentations to the class, and/or design exercises and modules. Students will 
also be assessed by the quality and thoroughness of their completed exercises and their participation in 
group efforts. 
 
What are the minimum qualifications for teaching this course?  
Typically, the course Instructor will hold a Masters of Landscape Architecture (MLA) or similar advanced 
degree.  
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UH-M 1 Form Generic Course Syllabus:    
 
ARCH 696  Special Topics in Landscape Architecture 

 
Overview of course content and structure (course description)   
Seminar on a wide range of landscape architectural topics to be directed by both visiting and regular 
faculty. Varying topics and course content. 
 
Format      
The seminar typically consists of lectures, readings, discussions, student presentations, and in-class 
research or design exercises and problems. Some field studies or guest lectures may be included in the 
course. Detailed formats vary by topic. 
 
Goals and objectives  
Vary by elective topic. 

 
Student learning objectives  
(Program learning objectives and institutional learning objectives addressed by course) 
 

In this varying topics course, learning objectives will depend on topic. They will incorporate aspects of 
the following.    
 

Mānoa Advanced Degree Institutional Learning Outcomes (based on 2014 draft1): 
 

Knowledge and Understanding  
1. Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge in one or more general subject areas related to, but not 
confined to, a specific area of interest.  
2. Demonstrate understanding of research methodology and techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
 

Intellectual and Applied Skills  
3. Apply research methodology and/or scholarly inquiry techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
4. Critically analyze, synthesize, and utilize information and data related to one’s field of study.  
 

Communication Skills  
5. Proficiently communicate and disseminate information in a manner relevant to the field.  
 

Professional Responsibility  
6. Conduct research or projects as a responsible and ethical professional.  
7. Interact professionally with others. 

 

Program student learning objectives:  
 

As is common with professional landscape architecture programs, the School or Architecture’s proposed 
MLA degree program's overall mission and student learning objectives are closely guided by  the 2016 
LAAB Accreditation Standards for First-Professional Programs in Landscape Architecture.2  Important 
aspects of the program student learning objectives are guided by LAAB Standard 3 "Professional 

                                                           
1 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/assessment/reports/pdf/GradEd_Advanced_Degree_ILOs_2014_draft.pdf 
2 
https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Education/Accreditation/LAAB_ACCREDITATION_STANDARDS_March2016.pdf 
[accessed 6/22/2016] 
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Curriculum," which identifies key components to be addressed by a first-professional landscape 
architecture curriculum.  
 

The content of this variable topics course will vary but generally include coverage and/or selected 
aspects of the following topics/subtopics and learning objectives: 
 

 History, theory, philosophy, principles, and values  
 design history  
 design theory  
 criticism  
 sustainability, resiliency, stewardship  
 health, safety, welfare  

 Design processes and methodology  
 critical thinking  
 analysis  
 ideation  
 synthesis  
 site program  
 iterative design development  

  design communication 

 Systems and processes—natural and cultural (related to design, planning, and management)  
 plants and ecosystems sciences  
 built environment and infrastructure  
 human factors and social and community systems  
 human health and well-being  

 Communication and documentation  
 written communication  
 oral communication  
 visual and graphic communication  
 design and construction documents  
 numeracy, quantitative problem-solving, and communication  
 community and client engagement  

 Implementation  
 construction technology and site engineering  
 site materials  
 use and management of plants and vegetation  
 policies and regulation  

 Computer applications and advanced technologies  
 visualization and modeling  
 communication (conceptual and construction drawings)  
 geospatial analysis  

 Assessment and evaluation  
 site assessment  
 pre-design analysis  
 landscape performance  
 post-occupancy evaluation  
 visual and scenic assessment  

 Professional practice  
 values  
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 ethics  
 practice  
 construction administration  

 Research and scholarly methods (for master’s-level degree programs)  
 quantitative and qualitative methods  
 establishing a research hypothesis  
 framing research questions  
 literature/case study review/precedent review  
 research integrity and protection of human subjects  
 communication of research                      

 
 
Texts and references       
Vary by topic. 
 

Grading (how will students be evaluated?)   
Varies by topic.  Generally, students will be assigned reading and written assignments, exams, research 
assignments and presentations to the class, and/or design exercises and modules. Students will be 
assessed by the quality and thoroughness of their completed exercises and their participation in group 
efforts. 
 

Attendance and Late Work                         
All assignments are expected to be turned in on time. Students will lose credit toward their final grade if 
work is late. All students are expected to attend all class meetings and presentations for the entire time 
period.  If illness or a family emergency prevent students from attending class or completing work on 
time, we ask for a written explanation as soon as possible. If students were to miss more than one 
deadline or be absent for more than a week, we would expect a written explanation to include a note 
from a doctor or health service. 
 
Student Conduct     
Members of the university community are expected to comply with all university policies. Students are 
guided by the UH Conduct Code (http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/).                    

Other UH-M/ SoA Policies and Procedures  

The course will follow current UH and SoA policies and procedures, which all students are expected to 

be familiar with. All students enrolled in this course are required to complete the School of Architecture 

Assumption of Risk and Release Form or to have made alternative arrangements to accomplish the 

required shop or field work. Enrollment in this course will be accepted as affirmation that the 

requirement has been met. Any student with a documented disability who would like to request 

accommodations should contact the UH Manoa office for students with disabilities (KOKUA Program) as 

early in the semester as possible. 

Office Hours and Email Addresses Instructor(s):  
TBD             

 

http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/
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UH‐M 1 Form Justification (ARCH 700) 

 
Rationale for request (why is the course being requested)?  
ARCH 700 is a new thesis course that will serve as a degree requirement in the School of Architecture’s 
planned Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) program under Plan A.  
 
Expected course enrollment:  1‐6 (students enroll in individual section under committee chair’s name) 
 
Where does the course fit in present and/or future program(s)? 
ARCH 700 is a new course that will serve as a degree requirement in the School of Architecture’s 
planned Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) program. Specifically, ARCH 700 will be required when 
an MLA student elects Plan A. Typically, this will be the case in the post‐professional degree track (MLA 
II). On a case‐by‐case exception basis, MLA I and MLA I AP track students may also elect to follow Plan A, 
in which case they would be required to take ARCH 700. 
 
Why is the number of credits justified?   
ARCH 700 will be an intense, research and writing heavy thesis course that incorporates regular group 
meetings and advising sessions with the thesis committee chair and thesis committee. Students are 
expected to conduct out‐of‐class research, writing, and other thesis‐related work for approximately 20 
hours per week. 
 
Prerequisites 
Consent. (Approved Form II by Graduate Student Services is required.)  
 
Expected learning outcomes? 
Please refer to attached generic syllabus. 
 
How will the success of the course in achieving learning outcomes be assessed?   
Students will be evaluated based on the quality and thoroughness of their research and design inquiry 
work.  
 
What are the minimum qualifications for teaching this course?  
Typically, the course instructor/ thesis committee chair will hold at least a Master of Landscape 
Architecture (MLA) or equivalent or higher advanced degree.  
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UH-M 1 Form Generic Course Syllabus:    
 
ARCH 700 MLA Thesis 

Overview of course content and structure (course description)   
Landscape architectural thesis research and design inquiry. Individual development of an MLA thesis 
project with an approved thesis committee. The design research project advances landscape 
architectural knowledge through analysis, research, and design inquiry. Individual landscape 
architecture theses can range in focus from more traditional theoretical/research theses that explore 
particular landscape architectural research topics, subjects or methodologies in order to contribute to 
the body of landscape architectural scholarship to theses that are more heavily focused on applied 
design research that advances the profession by developing new insights into design, technology, history 
or theory. Limited to MLA students under Plan A. Repeatable unlimited times. 
 
Format      
Individual development of an MLA thesis project with an approved thesis committee. 
ARCH 700 will be an intense, research and writing-heavy thesis course that incorporates regular group 
meetings and advising sessions with the thesis committee chair and thesis committee. 
Students are expected to conduct out-of-class research, writing, and other thesis-related work for 
approximately 20 hours per week. 
 
Goals and objectives  
Upon completion of this course, students will have produced an individual MLA thesis document that 
contributes to the body of landscape architectural scholarship and/or advances the profession through 
applied design research inquiry. 
 
Student learning objectives  
(Program learning objectives and institutional learning objectives addressed by course)       
 
Mānoa Advanced Degree Institutional Learning Outcomes (based on 2014 draft1): 
 

In this thesis course, learning objectives will depend on individual students’ topics. They will incorporate 
aspects of the following.    
 

Mānoa Advanced Degree Institutional Learning Outcomes (based on 2014 draft2): 
 

Knowledge and Understanding  
1. Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge in one or more general subject areas related to, but not 
confined to, a specific area of interest.  
2. Demonstrate understanding of research methodology and techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
 

Intellectual and Applied Skills  
3. Apply research methodology and/or scholarly inquiry techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
4. Critically analyze, synthesize, and utilize information and data related to one’s field of study.  
 

Communication Skills  
5. Proficiently communicate and disseminate information in a manner relevant to the field.  
 

Professional Responsibility  
6. Conduct research or projects as a responsible and ethical professional.  

                                                           
1 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/assessment/reports/pdf/GradEd_Advanced_Degree_ILOs_2014_draft.pdf 
2 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/assessment/reports/pdf/GradEd_Advanced_Degree_ILOs_2014_draft.pdf 
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7. Interact professionally with others. 
 

Program student learning objectives:  
 
As is common with professional landscape architecture programs, the proposed School or Architecture’s 
proposed MLA degree program's overall mission and student learning objectives are closely guided by 
LAAB's 2016 Accreditation Standards for First-Professional Programs in Landscape Architecture.3   
Important aspects of the program student learning objectives are guided by LAAB Standard 3 
"Professional Curriculum," which identifies key components to be addressed by a first-professional 
landscape architecture curriculum.  
 

The content of this thesis course will vary by individual topic but generally include coverage and/or 
selected aspects of the following topics/subtopics and learning objectives: 
 

 History, theory, philosophy, principles, and values  
 design history  
 design theory  
 criticism  
 sustainability, resiliency, stewardship  
 health, safety, welfare  

 Design processes and methodology  
 critical thinking  
 analysis  
 ideation  
 synthesis  
 site program  
 iterative design development  

  design communication 

 Systems and processes—natural and cultural (related to design, planning, and management)  
 plants and ecosystems sciences  
 built environment and infrastructure  
 human factors and social and community systems  
 human health and well-being  

 Communication and documentation  
 written communication  
 oral communication  
 visual and graphic communication  
 design and construction documents  
 numeracy, quantitative problem-solving, and communication  
 community and client engagement  

 Implementation  
 construction technology and site engineering  
 site materials  
 use and management of plants and vegetation  
 policies and regulation  

 Computer applications and advanced technologies  
 visualization and modeling  

                                                           
3 
https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Education/Accreditation/LAAB_ACCREDITATION_STANDARDS_March2016.pdf 
[accessed 6/22/2016] 
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 communication (conceptual and construction drawings)  
 geospatial analysis  

 Assessment and evaluation  
 site assessment  
 pre-design analysis  
 landscape performance  
 post-occupancy evaluation  
 visual and scenic assessment  

 Professional practice  
 values  
 ethics  
 practice  
 construction administration  

 Research and scholarly methods (for master’s-level degree programs)  
 quantitative and qualitative methods  
 establishing a research hypothesis  
 framing research questions  
 literature/case study review/precedent review  
 research integrity and protection of human subjects  
 communication of research                      

 
 
Texts and references       
 
Bibliography varies by individual thesis topic. 

General references: 

Developing effective research proposals, by Keith F. Punch, 2nd ed. London: Sage, 2006 

Guide to the successful thesis and dissertation: a handbook for students and faculty, by James E. Mauch 
and Jack W. Birch, 5th ed. NY: M. Dekker, 2003. 

A Manual for writers of research papers, theses, and dissertations: Chicago style for students and 
researchers, by Kate L. Turabian, 7th ed. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2007.  

Downton, Peter, Design Research (Melbourne, RMIT University Press, 2003) 

Booth, Wayne C., Colomb, Gregory G., and Williams, Joseph M. 2003. The Craft of Research. Third 
Edition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press 

Cresswell, John W. Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Method Approaches, Third 
Edition. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications, 2008 

Groat, Linda and Wang, David. 2002. Architectural Research Methods. New York: John Wiley and Sons. 

Turabian, Kate L. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. Seventh Edition. 
Chicago: The University of Chicago Press 

The Chicago Manual of Style, 16th Edition (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press; 16th Edition, 2010)  

William Strunk Jr., E.B. White. The Elements of Style (New York: MacMillan Publishing) 
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Other library book suggestions and readings/handouts will be provided by the committee throughout 
the semester as necessary.  

Grading (how will students be evaluated?)   
Students will be evaluated based on the quality and thoroughness of their research and design inquiry. 
Other evaluation criteria include the originality and clarity of the approach, the consistency and strength 
of the argument, depth of research, as well as the definition and presentation of project. 

Attendance and Late Work                         
All assignments are expected to be turned in on time. Students will lose credit toward their final grade if 
work is late If illness or a family emergency prevent students from attending class or completing work on 
time, we ask for a written explanation as soon as possible. If students were to miss more than one 
deadline or be absent for more than a week, we would expect a written explanation to include a note 
from a doctor or health service. 
 
Student Conduct     
Members of the university community are expected to comply with all university policies. Students are 
guided by the UH Conduct Code (http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/).                    

Other UH-M/ SoA Policies and Procedures  

The course will follow current UH and SoA policies and procedures, which all students are expected to 

be familiar with. All students enrolled in this course are required to complete the School of Architecture 

Assumption of Risk and Release Form or to have made alternative arrangements to accomplish the 

required shop or field work. Enrollment in this course will be accepted as affirmation that the 

requirement has been met. Any student with a documented disability who would like to request 

accommodations should contact the UH Manoa office for students with disabilities (KOKUA Program) as 

early in the semester as possible. 

Office Hours and Email Addresses Instructor(s):  
TBD             

 

http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/
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UH-M 1 Form Justification (ARCH 761) 

 
Rationale for request (why is the course being requested)?  
ARCH 761 is a new design studio course that will serve as an important core degree requirement for the 
School of Architecture’s planned Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) program. No comparable 
course exists on the UH Manoa campus. 
 
Expected course enrollment:  15 - 24 
 
Where does the course fit in present and/or future program(s)? 
ARCH 761 will serve as a required core course in the School of Architecture’s future Master of Landscape 
Architecture program (all degree tracks:  MLA I,  MLA I AP,  and MLA II).  
 
Why is the number of credits justified?   
Course will be a mix of lecture and applied design exercises (design studio format), meeting nine hours a 
week for the entirety of the semester. Graduate-level studio courses require significant work outside of 
class to complete design problems. 
 
Prerequisites 
ARCH 483, ARCH 652  
                 
Expected learning outcomes? 
Please refer to enclosed syllabus. 
 
How will the success of the course in achieving learning outcomes be assessed?   
Students will be evaluated on the comprehensiveness, clarity, and creativity of design solutions. Quality 
of oral and visual communication will be stressed, with presentations given to school and 
interdepartmental faculty, local professionals, and community stakeholders.                  
 
What are the minimum qualifications for teaching this course?  
Typically, the course instructor will hold a Masters of Landscape Architecture (MLA) or equivalent 
advanced degree.  
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UH-M 1 Form Generic Course Syllabus:    
 
ARCH 761 Ecology, Community, and Design  

 

Overview of course content and structure (course description)   
Through studio problems, analytical and mapping exercises, precedent studies, applied research 
projects, lectures, and discussions, this course will explore the potential and challenge of incorporating 
ecological and social factors in urban contexts. Across various scales, ARCH 761 explores the interaction 
of design, urban ecology and community, as well as the role of landscape as infrastructure and driver of 
urban form. The course focuses on the interaction of landscape science (hydrology, geology, etc.) with 
the necessities and mechanisms of the human environment (urban design, transportation, economics, 
etc.). Lectures and applied design research projects will particularly emphasize innovative and forward-
thinking creative solutions to the ecological problems of the human environment. Throughout the 
semester, reading and discussion sessions will highlight the connections between the broader concerns 
of the global ecological crisis and landscape design and planning, with an explicit focus on island 
environments and Hawaiian values of place, ecology, and culture. In their studio projects students will 
incorporate ecological knowledge into planning and design at the district scale as well as at the site 
design scale. 
        
Format      
Course format will be two 4.5-hour studio meetings a week. Independently executed, instructor-guided 
design problems, individual desk critiques and pin ups/student presentations comprise the majority of 
studio time. Lectures, guest lectures, field trips, short group projects, in-class exercises, discussions, and 
readings supplement these studio activities. Some field trips may be required; all students enrolled in 
this course are required to complete the School of Architecture Assumption of Risk and Release Form or 
to have made alternative arrangements to accomplish the shop or fieldwork required of the course. 
Enrollment in this course will be accepted as affirmation that the requirement has been met.  
 
Goals and objectives  

 Integration of ecological principals into urban landscape design 

 Synthesis of background research into urban ecological design 

 Appropriateness of the design to the local and global issues affecting the project 

 Originality, inventiveness and sophistication of conceptual ideas 

 Effectiveness of communication, both graphic and oral 

 Evidence of a sustained design process  

 Participation in the studio environment 

 
Student learning objectives  
(Program learning objectives and institutional learning objectives addressed by course)      
 
Mānoa Advanced Degree Institutional Learning Outcomes addressed by course (based on 2014 draft1): 
 

Knowledge and Understanding  
1. Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge in one or more general subject areas related to, but not 
confined to, a specific area of interest.  

                                                           
1 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/assessment/reports/pdf/GradEd_Advanced_Degree_ILOs_2014_draft.pdf 
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2. Demonstrate understanding of research methodology and techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
 

Intellectual and Applied Skills  
3. Apply research methodology and/or scholarly inquiry techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
4. Critically analyze, synthesize, and utilize information and data related to one’s field of study.  
 

Communication Skills  
5. Proficiently communicate and disseminate information in a manner relevant to the field.  
 

Professional Responsibility  
6. Conduct research or projects as a responsible and ethical professional.  
7. Interact professionally with others. 

 

Program student learning objectives:  
 

As is common with professional landscape architecture programs, the School or Architecture’s proposed 
MLA degree program's overall mission and student learning objectives are closely guided by the 2016 
LAAB Accreditation Standards for First-Professional Programs in Landscape Architecture.2   
Important aspects of the program student learning objectives are guided by LAAB Standard 3 
"Professional Curriculum," which identifies key components to be addressed by a first-professional 
landscape architecture curriculum.  
 

The content of this course shall be guided by, but not limited to, coverage of the following following 
topics/subtopics and learning objectives: 
 

o History, theory, philosophy, principles, and values  

 design theory  

 sustainability, resiliency, stewardship  

o Design processes and methodology  

 critical thinking  

 analysis  

 ideation  

 synthesis  

 site program  

 iterative design development  

 design communication 

o Systems and processes—natural and cultural (related to design, planning, and management)  

 human factors and social and community systems  

 human health and well-being  

o Communication and documentation  

 written communication  

 oral communication  

 visual and graphic communication  

 design and construction documents  

 community and client engagement  

o Implementation  

                                                           
2 
https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Education/Accreditation/LAAB_ACCREDITATION_STANDARDS_March2016.pdf 
[accessed 6/22/2016] 
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 site materials  

 use and management of plants and vegetation  

 policies and regulation  

o Computer applications and advanced technologies  

 visualization and modeling  

 communication (conceptual and construction drawings)  

 geospatial analysis  

o Assessment and evaluation  

 site assessment  

 pre-design analysis  

 landscape performance  

 visual and scenic assessment  

 
 

Texts and references       
 

Cantrell, Bradley. Digital Drawing for Landscape Architecture. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley and Sons, 2010.      
Rottle, Nancy, and Ken Yocom. Ecological Design. London: AVA Books. 2010.   

McHarg, Ian. Design with Nature. Natural History Press, 1971Forman, R.T.T., Land Mosaics: The Ecology 
of Landscapes and Regions. 1995. 
 

Dramstad, Forman and Olsen, Landscape Ecology Principles in Landscape Architecture and Land-Use 
Planning  

Hough, Michael, Cities and Natural Process, , 1995 

The Landscape Urbanism Reader, by Waldheim, Charles (ed.), 2006 

Ecological Urbanism, by Mohsen Mostafavi and Gareth Doherty (eds.), Lars Müller Publishers; 2010The  

Urban Design Reader, by Elizabeth MacDonald and Michael Larice (eds.), Routledge, 2nd edition, 2013 

Steven Strom, Kurt Nathan, Jake Woland, Site Engineering for Landscape Architects, Wiley 

Rottle, Nancy, and Ken Yocom. Ecological Design. London: AVA Books. 2010.   

Toward an Urban Ecology: SCAPE / Landscape Architecture 

Urban Ecological Design: A Process for Regenerative Places, 2nd Edition 

Other library book suggestions and readings/handouts will be provided throughout the semester as 
necessary.  

 

Grading (how will students be evaluated?)   
Students will be evaluated through a series of site analysis, precedent studies, short design and applied 
research exercises, and a final cumulative design project. Review of student work occurs throughout the 
semester. Each main studio phase concludes in a pin-up or formal presentation, with a clear emphasis 
on mid-term review and final review. Assessment will be based on integration of ecological principles in 
design, synthesis of research into design, appropriateness of design to local issues, creativity and clarity 
of oral and visual communication, and participation in the studio environment.   
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Attendance and Late Work                         
All assignments are expected to be turned in on time. Students will lose credit toward their final grade if 
work is late. All students are expected to attend all class meetings and presentations for the entire time 
period.  If illness or a family emergency prevent students from attending class or completing work on 
time, we ask for a written explanation as soon as possible. If students were to miss more than one 
deadline or be absent for more than a week, we would expect a written explanation to include a note 
from a doctor or health service. 
 
Student Conduct     
Members of the university community are expected to comply with all university policies. Students are 
guided by the UH Conduct Code (http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/).                    

Other UH-M/ SoA Policies and Procedures  

The course will follow current UH and SoA policies and procedures, which all students are expected to 

be familiar with. All students enrolled in this course are required to complete the School of Architecture 

Assumption of Risk and Release Form or to have made alternative arrangements to accomplish the 

required shop or field work. Enrollment in this course will be accepted as affirmation that the 

requirement has been met. Any student with a documented disability who would like to request 

accommodations should contact the UH Manoa office for students with disabilities (KOKUA Program) as 

early in the semester as possible. 

Office Hours and Email Addresses Instructor(s):  
TBD             

 

http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/
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UH-M 1 Form Justification (ARCH 763) 

 
Rationale for request (why is the course being requested)?  
ARCH 763 is a new design studio course that will serve as an important core degree requirement for the 
School of Architecture’s planned Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) program. No comparable 
course exists on the UH Manoa campus. 
 
Expected course enrollment:  15 - 24 
 
Where does the course fit in present and/or future program(s)? 
ARCH 763 will serve as a required core course in the School of Architecture’s future Master of Landscape 
Architecture program (all degree tracks:  MLA I,  MLA I AP,  and MLA II).  
 
Why is the number of credits justified?   
Course will be a mix of applied iterative, comprehensive design exercises and lectures (design studio 
format), meeting nine hours a week for the entirety of the semester. Graduate-level studio courses 
require significant work outside of class to complete design problems. 
 
Prerequisites 
ARCH 761, ARCH 743, ARCH 634, ARCH 635  
                 
Expected learning outcomes? 
Please refer to enclosed syllabus. 
 
How will the success of the course in achieving learning outcomes be assessed?   
Students will be evaluated on the comprehensiveness, clarity, and creativity of design solutions and 
presentation documents (design development/ partial construction documents). Quality of oral and 
visual communication will be stressed, with regular presentations given to faculty, local professionals, 
and community stakeholders.   
 
What are the minimum qualifications for teaching this course?  
Typically, the course instructor will hold a Masters of Landscape Architecture (MLA) or equivalent 
advanced degree. Preferably, he/she is licensed to practice landscape architecture.                                      
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UH-M 1 Form Generic Course Syllabus:    
 
ARCH 763 Advanced Project Design Studio: Comprehensive 

 

Overview of course content and structure (course description)   
This advanced, core studio course explores in depth design phases and programming for a medium-
scale, multi-layered landscape architecture project in a complex urban condition. The focus is on 
iterative, advanced design inquiry, applied design research, and substantive, individual materials 
exploration. Research and design work conducted in phases throughout the course will result in the 
production of comprehensive design development and partial construction documents. 
        
Format      
Course format will be two 4.5-hour studio meetings a week. Independently executed, instructor-guided 
iterative comprehensive design problems, individual desk critiques, and pin ups/student presentations 
comprise the majority of studio time. Lectures, guest lectures, field trips, group projects, in-class 
exercises, discussions, and readings supplement these studio activities. Some field trips may be 
required; all students enrolled in this course are required to complete the School of Architecture 
Assumption of Risk and Release Form or to have made alternative arrangements to accomplish the shop 
or fieldwork required of the course. Enrollment in this course will be accepted as affirmation that the 
requirement has been met.  
 
Goals and objectives  
At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to take a complex landscape design problem from 
conceptual design and programming to design development and partial construction documentation. 
The course will provide students with a fundamental understanding of iterative, advanced design 
inquiry, development, and materials exploration. For their final project, students will produce in-depth 
design development drawings, models, and partial construction documents.  
 
Student learning objectives  
(Program learning objectives and institutional learning objectives addressed by course)      
 

Mānoa Advanced Degree Institutional Learning Outcomes addressed by course (based on 2014 draft1): 
 

Knowledge and Understanding  
1. Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge in one or more general subject areas related to, but not 
confined to, a specific area of interest.  
2. Demonstrate understanding of research methodology and techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
 

Intellectual and Applied Skills  
3. Apply research methodology and/or scholarly inquiry techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
4. Critically analyze, synthesize, and utilize information and data related to one’s field of study.  
 

Communication Skills  
5. Proficiently communicate and disseminate information in a manner relevant to the field.  
 

Professional Responsibility  
6. Conduct research or projects as a responsible and ethical professional. 
7. Interact professionally with others. 

                                                           
1 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/assessment/reports/pdf/GradEd_Advanced_Degree_ILOs_2014_draft.pdf 
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Program student learning objectives:  
 

As is common with professional landscape architecture programs, the School or Architecture’s proposed 
MLA degree program's overall mission and student learning objectives are closely guided by the 2016 
LAAB Accreditation Standards for First-Professional Programs in Landscape Architecture.2   
Important aspects of the program student learning objectives are guided by LAAB Standard 3 
"Professional Curriculum," which identifies key components to be addressed by a first-professional 
landscape architecture curriculum.  
 

The content of this course shall be guided by, but not limited to, coverage of the following 
topics/subtopics and learning objectives: 
 
 

 History, theory, philosophy, principles, and values   
 sustainability, resiliency, stewardship  
 health, safety, welfare  

 Design processes and methodology  
 critical thinking  
 analysis  
 ideation  
 synthesis  
 site program  
 iterative design development  

  design communication 

 Systems and processes—natural and cultural (related to design, planning, and management)  
 plants and ecosystems sciences  
 built environment and infrastructure  
 human health and well-being  

 Communication and documentation  
 written communication  
 oral communication  
 visual and graphic communication  
 design and construction documents  
 numeracy, quantitative problem-solving, and communication  
 community and client engagement  

 Implementation  
 construction technology and site engineering  
 site materials  
 use and management of plants and vegetation  
 policies and regulation  

 Computer applications and advanced technologies  
 visualization and modeling  
 communication (conceptual and construction drawings)  

 Assessment and evaluation  
 site assessment  

                                                           
2 
https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Education/Accreditation/LAAB_ACCREDITATION_STANDARDS_March2016.pdf 
[accessed 6/22/2016] 
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 landscape performance  

 Professional practice  
 values  
 practice  
 construction administration  

 Research and scholarly methods  
 quantitative and qualitative methods  
 literature/case study review/precedent review  
  

 
 

Texts and references       
 

Cantrell, Bradley. Digital Drawing for Landscape Architecture. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley and Sons, 2010.      
Rottle, Nancy, and Ken Yocom. Ecological Design. London: AVA Books. 2010.   

Steven Strom, Kurt Nathan, Jake Woland, Site Engineering for Landscape Architects, Wiley 

Hopper, Len, ed. Landscape Architectural Graphic Standards, Student Edition. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley 
and Sons, 2007. 

Calkins, Meg. Materials for Sustainable Sites: A Complete Guide to the Evaluation, Selection and Use of 

Sustainable Construction Materials. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley and Sons, 2008. 

Other library book suggestions and readings/handouts will be provided throughout the semester as 
necessary.  

 

Grading (how will students be evaluated?)   
Students will be evaluated on the comprehensiveness, clarity, and creativity of design solutions and 
required presentation documents (design development drawings, models, and partial construction 
documents). Quality of oral and visual communication will be stressed, with regular presentations given 
to faculty, local professionals, and community stakeholders. Review of student work occurs throughout 
the semester. Each main studio phase concludes in a pin-up or formal presentation, with a clear 
emphasis on mid-term review and final review.  

Attendance and Late Work                         
All projects and assignments are expected to be turned in on time. Students will lose credit toward their 
final grade if work is late. All students are expected to attend all class meetings and presentations for 
the entire time period.  If illness or a family emergency prevent students from attending class or 
completing work on time, we ask for a written explanation as soon as possible. If students were to miss 
more than one deadline or be absent for more than a week, we would expect a written explanation to 
include a note from a doctor or health service. 
 
Student Conduct     
Members of the university community are expected to comply with all university policies. Students are 
guided by the UH Conduct Code (http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/).                    

Other UH-M/ SoA Policies and Procedures  

The course will follow current UH and SoA policies and procedures, which all students are expected to 

be familiar with. All students enrolled in this course are required to complete the School of Architecture 

Assumption of Risk and Release Form or to have made alternative arrangements to accomplish the 

http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/
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required shop or field work. Enrollment in this course will be accepted as affirmation that the 

requirement has been met. Any student with a documented disability who would like to request 

accommodations should contact the UH Manoa office for students with disabilities (KOKUA Program) as 

early in the semester as possible. 

Office Hours and Email Addresses Instructor(s):  
TBD             
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UH-M 1 Form Justification (ARCH 764) 

 
Rationale for request (why is the course being requested)?  
ARCH 764 is a new capstone design research studio course that will serve as an important degree 
requirement for the School of Architecture’s planned Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) program 
under thesis Plan B.  No comparable course exists on the UH Manoa campus. 
 
Expected course enrollment:  12-20 
 
Where does the course fit in present and/or future program(s)? 
ARCH 764 is a new course that will serve as an important capstone course in the School of Architecture’s 
future Master of Landscape Architecture program.  Specifically, ARCH 764 will be required when an MLA 
student elects Plan B. Typically, this will be the case in the first-professional MLA degree tracks (MLA I 
and MLA I AP). On a case-by-case basis, MLA II track students may also elect to follow Plan B, in which 
case they would be required to take ARCH 764 in lieu of ARCH 700. 
 
Why is the number of credits justified?   
Course will be a mix of in-depth applied design and research exercises supplemented by lectures (design 
studio format). The course will meet three afternoons/week for a total of 13.5 contact hours per week. 
This advanced graduate-level capstone studio will require significant independent work outside of class 
(approximately 20 hours per week). Typically, there will be two instructors, including one graduate 
faculty member from the School of Architecture. Instructors also serve as Plan B thesis committee 
members. 
 
Prerequisites 
ARCH 761, 743 
                 
Expected learning outcomes? 
Please refer to enclosed syllabus. 
 
How will the success of the course in achieving learning outcomes be assessed?   
Students will be evaluated based on the quality and thoroughness of their design inquiry and applied 
research outcomes. 
 
What are the minimum qualifications for teaching this course?  
Typically, the course instructor/ thesis committee chair will hold at least a Master of Landscape 
Architecture (MLA) or equivalent or higher advanced degree. 
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UH-M 1 Form Generic Course Syllabus:    
 
ARCH 764 Capstone Design Research Studio  

 

Overview of course content and structure (course description)   
This advanced studio focuses on applied design research investigation and in-depth design inquiry that 
advance landscape architectural knowledge through analysis, research, and design. The course is limited 
to MLA students under Plan B and repeatable up to one time.  
ARCH 764 serves as a creative capstone experience and culmination of the MLA I and MLA I AP degree 
tracks. The course intends to synthesize important aspects of landscape architectural theory, values, and 
practice that students acquire throughout the course of their program. Students in this capstone studio 
each individually develop a fully fleshed out research-based applied design topic and take their project 
from concept and/or master plan through detailed design/design development. Throughout this class, 
students will work independently while being guided by guided by two instructors, one of whom serves 
as committee chair. At the end of the course, students produce a comprehensive final deliverable, such 
as a booklet documenting the research and design of the project.  
        
Format      
Individual development of an MLA capstone applied research investigation and in-depth design inquiry 
that advances landscape architectural knowledge through analysis, research, and design. The course will 
be a mix of in-depth applied design and research exercises supplemented by lectures (design studio 
format). It will meet three afternoons/week for a total of 13.5 weekly contact hours. This advanced 
graduate-level capstone studio will require significant independent work outside of class (approximately 
20 hours per week). Typically, there will be two instructors, including one graduate faculty member from 
the School of Architecture. Instructors also serve as Plan B thesis committee members. 
 
Goals and objectives  
Upon completion of this course, students will have conducted individual MLA capstone applied research 
investigations and in-depth design inquiries that advances landscape architectural knowledge through 
analysis, research, and design. Each student will summarize her/his applied design research product in a 
comprehensive final deliverable, such as a booklet documenting the research and design of the project. 
 
Student learning objectives  
(Program learning objectives and institutional learning objectives addressed by course)      
 
Mānoa Advanced Degree Institutional Learning Outcomes addressed by course (based on 2014 draft1): 
 

Knowledge and Understanding  
1. Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge in one or more general subject areas related to, but not 
confined to, a specific area of interest.  
2. Demonstrate understanding of research methodology and techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
 

Intellectual and Applied Skills  
3. Apply research methodology and/or scholarly inquiry techniques specific to one’s field of study.  
4. Critically analyze, synthesize, and utilize information and data related to one’s field of study.  
 

Communication Skills  
5. Proficiently communicate and disseminate information in a manner relevant to the field.  

                                                           
1 https://manoa.hawaii.edu/assessment/reports/pdf/GradEd_Advanced_Degree_ILOs_2014_draft.pdf 
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Professional Responsibility  
6. Conduct research or projects as a responsible and ethical professional.  
7. Interact professionally with others. 

 

Program student learning objectives:  
 

As is common with professional landscape architecture programs, the School or Architecture’s proposed 
MLA degree program's overall mission and student learning objectives are closely guided by the 2016 
LAAB Accreditation Standards for First-Professional Programs in Landscape Architecture.2   
Important aspects of the program student learning objectives are guided by LAAB Standard 3 
"Professional Curriculum," which identifies key components to be addressed by a first-professional 
landscape architecture curriculum.  
 

The content of this capstone design research course under thesis Plan B will vary by individual topic but 
generally include coverage and/or selected aspects of the following topics/subtopics and learning 
objectives: 
 

 History, theory, philosophy, principles, and values  
 design history  
 design theory  
 criticism  
 sustainability, resiliency, stewardship  
 health, safety, welfare  

 Design processes and methodology  
 critical thinking  
 analysis  
 ideation  
 synthesis  
 site program  
 iterative design development  

  design communication 

 Systems and processes—natural and cultural (related to design, planning, and management)  
 plants and ecosystems sciences  
 built environment and infrastructure  
 human factors and social and community systems  
 human health and well-being  

 Communication and documentation  
 written communication  
 oral communication  
 visual and graphic communication  
 design and construction documents  
 numeracy, quantitative problem-solving, and communication  
 community and client engagement  

 Implementation  
 construction technology and site engineering  
 site materials  

                                                           
2 
https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Education/Accreditation/LAAB_ACCREDITATION_STANDARDS_March2016.pdf 
[accessed 6/22/2016] 
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 use and management of plants and vegetation  
 policies and regulation  

 Computer applications and advanced technologies  
 visualization and modeling  
 communication (conceptual and construction drawings)  
 geospatial analysis  

 Assessment and evaluation  
 site assessment  
 pre-design analysis  
 landscape performance  
 post-occupancy evaluation  
 visual and scenic assessment  

 Professional practice  
 values  
 ethics  
 practice  
 construction administration  

 Research and scholarly methods (for master’s-level degree programs)  
 quantitative and qualitative methods  
 establishing a research hypothesis  
 framing research questions  
 literature/case study review/precedent review  
 research integrity and protection of human subjects  
 communication of research                      

 
 

Texts and references       
 

Bibliography varies by individual capstone design research topic. 

General references: 

Developing effective research proposals, by Keith F. Punch, 2nd ed. London: Sage, 2006 

A Manual for writers of research papers, theses, and dissertations: Chicago style for students and 
researchers, by Kate L. Turabian, 7th ed. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2007.  

Downton, Peter, Design Research (Melbourne, RMIT University Press, 2003) 

Cresswell, John W., Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Method Approaches, Third 
Edition. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications, 2008 

Groat, Linda and Wang, David. 2002. Architectural Research Methods. New York: John Wiley and Sons. 

  

Grading (how will students be evaluated?)   
Students will be evaluated based on the quality and thoroughness of their design inquiry and applied 
research outcomes. Evaluation criteria include the originality and clarity of the approach, the 
consistency and strength of the argument, depth of applied research and design inquiry, as well as the 
definition and presentation of project. Quality of the final deliverable and presentation. 
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Attendance and Late Work                         
All assignments are expected to be turned in on time. Students will lose credit toward their final grade if 
work is late. All students are expected to attend all class meetings and presentations for the entire time 
period.  If illness or a family emergency prevent students from attending class or completing work on 
time, we ask for a written explanation as soon as possible. If students were to miss more than one 
deadline or be absent for more than a week, we would expect a written explanation to include a note 
from a doctor or health service. 
 
Student Conduct     
Members of the university community are expected to comply with all university policies. Students are 
guided by the UH Conduct Code (http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/).                    

Other UH-M/ SoA Policies and Procedures  

The course will follow current UH and SoA policies and procedures, which all students are expected to 

be familiar with. All students enrolled in this course are required to complete the School of Architecture 

Assumption of Risk and Release Form or to have made alternative arrangements to accomplish the 

required shop or field work. Enrollment in this course will be accepted as affirmation that the 

requirement has been met. Any student with a documented disability who would like to request 

accommodations should contact the UH Manoa office for students with disabilities (KOKUA Program) as 

early in the semester as possible. 

Office Hours and Email Addresses Instructor(s):  
TBD             

 

http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/
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From: UH Manoa School of Architecture Academic Affairs <announce@hawaii.edu> 
Date: Wed, Feb 10, 2016 at 8:18 AM 
Subject: Landscape architecture at UH needs your input 
To: announce@hawaii.edu 
 
 
Aloha University of Hawaii Undergraduate Students, 
 
The School of Architecture at UH Manoa would like your help in determining interest in a 
planned professional graduate degree in landscape architecture. Please take a few minutes to tell 
us what you think via the short survey below. 
 
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2350159/Landscape-Architecture-Student-Interest-Survey 
 
The survey is anonymous and will take only about 3-5 minutes. Your answers will be used to 
quantify potential interest in the planned degree. If you have questions, please contact Judith 
Stilgenbauer, Director of Academic Affairs, at jstilg@hawaii.edu. 
 
We will give away ten $10 Amazon gift cards by means of a raffle among participants who 
respond by February 12 and leave their email address at the end of the survey. 
 
Thank you in advance for participating! 
 
Mahalo, 
 
Judith Stilgenbauer 
UH Manoa School of Architecture 
 
-- 
 
This message was sent on behalf of UH Manoa School of Architecture Academic Affairs. 
Please do not reply to this message. 
It was sent from an address that cannot accept incoming email. 
 
Announcement ID number: 1455128283-14079 
Announcement distribution: 
      - All students at Maui College 
      - Undergraduate students at UH Manoa,UH West Oahu,UH Hilo 
      - A manually entered list of email addresses 
 
 

 



UH Manoa School of Architecture MLA Interest Survey  
(Surveygizmo.com) 

0. Survey Context   
 

The School of Architecture currently offers a Bachelor of Environmental Design (BEnvD) program and a 
professional Doctor of Architecture (DArch) degree. The university has approved the school’s proposal 
to plan a Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) program. By broadening its suite of degree programs 
to include professional education in landscape architecture, the school aims to prepare graduates to 
more effectively address the current environmental and social design challenges of our time. No other 
MLA program with a focus on contemporary, ecological urban/landscape design in (sub)tropical 
Asia/Pacific regions exists in the U.S. today.  
 

Graduates from the proposed MLA program will have a thorough knowledge of the core skills and 
applications of contemporary landscape architecture with a focus on sustainable design in (sub)tropical, 
Hawaiian and Asia/Pacific environments. Landscape architecture is a rapidly growing professional field 
world‐wide, and there is an increasing need for qualified graduates. In recent years the profession has 
experienced wider recognition and greater demand for its services in creating sustainable environments 
that advance human and environmental health.  
 
1. Which college do you currently attend? 
Options: 

University of Hawaii, Hilo 

University of Hawaii, Manoa 

University of Hawaii West Oahu 

University of Hawaii, Maui 

Brigham Young University Hawaii 

Chaminade University of Honolulu 

Hawaii Pacific University 

2. What year in the program are you currently in? 
Options: 

Freshman 

Sophomore 

Junior 

Senior 

3. What is your major? 
Options: 

Environmental Design 

Architecture 

Undeclared 

Other: ______________(blank for write in) 

4. What is your anticipated graduation date? 
Options: 

Fall 2015 

Spring 2016 

Fall 2016 

Spring 2017 



Fall 2017 

Spring 2018 

Fall 2018 

Spring 2019  

Other: ______________(blank for write in) 

5. Were you aware of the academic discipline and profession of landscape architecture prior to 
participating in this survey? 
Yes 

No 

Comments: ______________ 

6. Did you know that no formal degree program in landscape architecture is currently offered in the 
State of Hawaii? 
Yes 

No 

Comments: ______________ 

7. Would you be interested in finding out more about a professional degree program in landscape 
architecture offered at the University of Hawaii at Manoa School of Architecture? 
Offer scale from not interested to very interested 

8a. (Have version a. of this question show up for participants who answered question 3 with 
"Undeclared" or "Other")  If a three‐year professional Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) degree 
program, open to applicants with a four‐year bachelors degree in any field of study, were offered at 
UH Manoa effective Fall 2017, would you consider applying after graduation from your undergraduate 
program? 
Offer scale from not at all to yes, definitely 

Comments/questions: ______________ 

8b. (Have version b. of this question show up for participants who answered question 3 with 
"Environmental Design" or " Architecture") If a two‐year professional Master of Landscape Architecture 
(MLA) degree program, open to applicants with a pre‐professional bachelors degree in environmental 
design or architecture, were offered at UH Manoa effective Fall 2017, would you consider applying 
after graduation from your undergraduate program? 
Offer scale from not at all to yes, definitely 

Comments/questions: ______________ 

9. We'd appreciate it if you would share with us any comments or questions you may have.  
Should you be interested in receiving information about admissions procedures and application to the 
MLA program, please leave your name and email address.  
Comments/questions: ______________ 

10.  Mahalo nui for participating in this survey. We greatly value your input. If you have questions, 
please contact Judith Stilgenbauer, Director of Academic Affairs, at jstilg@hawaii.edu. 

 









Value Percent  Count

University of Hawai'i, Mānoa 64.7% 242

University of Hawai'i, Hilo 13.6% 51

University of Hawai'i, West O'ahu 10.2% 38

University of Hawaii, Maui 9.6% 36

Brigham Young University Hawaii 0.0% 0

Chaminade University of Honolulu 0.0% 0

Hawai'i Pacific University 0.0% 0

Other - Write In (Required) 1.9% 7

 Total 374

New Summary Report - 26 February 2016

1. Which college do you currently attend?

64.7%

13.6%
10.2% 9.6%

1.9%

University of Hawai'i, Mānoa University of Hawai'i, Hilo University of Hawai'i, West
O'ahu

University of Hawaii, Maui Other - Write In (Required)
0

100
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75

2. What year in the program are you currently in?
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Value Percent  Count

Freshman 19.2% 71

Sophomore 21.4% 79

Junior 23.0% 85

Senior 36.3% 134

 Total 369

Value Percent  Count

Environmental Design 4.6% 17

Architecture 3.0% 11

 Total 372

19.2% 21.4% 23%

36.3%

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior
0

20

40

60

80

100

3. What is your major?

4.6% 3%
6.7%

85.8%

Environmental Design Architecture Undeclared Other - Write In (Required)
0

20

40

60

80

100



Undeclared 6.7% 25

Other - Write In (Required) 85.8% 319

 Total 372

Value Percent  Count

If a two-year professional Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) degree program, open to applicants with a
pre-professional bachelors degree in environmental design or architecture, were offered at UH Manoa effective
Fall 2017, would you consider applying after graduation from your undergraduate program?

3.9% 3.9% 3.9% 3.9% 3.9% 3.9% 3.9%

73.6%

0 29 41 43 46 47 48 All Others
0

20

40

60

80

100

Value Percent  Count

0 3.9% 1

29 3.9% 1

41 3.9% 1

43 3.9% 1

46 3.9% 1

47 3.9% 1

48 3.9% 1

51 3.9% 1

67 3.9% 1

68 3.9% 1

75 3.9% 1

76 3.9% 1

77 7.7% 2

 Total 26

Statistics

Sum 1,886.0

Average 72.5

StdDev 26.6

Max 100.0



80 3.9% 1

81 3.9% 1

83 3.9% 1

97 3.9% 1

100 30.8% 8

 Total 26

Value Percent  Count

If a three-year professional Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) degree program, open to applicants with a
four-year bachelors degree in any field of study, were offered at UH Manoa effective Fall 2017, would you
consider applying after graduation from your undergraduate  program?

14.8%

1.8% 1.4% 0.4% 0.7% 1.4% 0.7%

80.7%

0 1 3 5 7 8 9 All Others
0

20

40

60

80

100

Value Percent  Count

0 14.8% 42

1 1.8% 5

3 1.4% 4

5 0.4% 1

7 0.7% 2

8 1.4% 4

9 0.7% 2

10 0.7% 2

11 1.1% 3

12 2.1% 6

 Total 284

Statistics

Sum 11,439.0

Average 40.3

StdDev 30.7

Max 100.0



15 2.1% 6

16 1.4% 4

17 0.4% 1

18 1.1% 3

19 0.7% 2

20 1.1% 3

21 1.1% 3

22 1.1% 3

23 0.7% 2

24 1.4% 4

25 0.4% 1

26 1.8% 5

28 1.1% 3

29 1.1% 3

30 0.7% 2

31 1.1% 3

32 0.7% 2

33 1.1% 3

34 2.5% 7

35 0.7% 2

36 0.7% 2

37 0.4% 1

38 1.8% 5

39 0.7% 2

40 1.8% 5

41 0.7% 2

42 1.4% 4

43 1.4% 4

44 0.7% 2

45 1.1% 3

Value Percent  Count

 Total 284



46 0.4% 1

47 2.8% 8

48 1.1% 3

49 2.1% 6

50 2.5% 7

51 0.7% 2

52 1.8% 5

53 0.7% 2

54 0.7% 2

55 0.7% 2

56 1.8% 5

57 0.4% 1

58 1.1% 3

59 0.4% 1

60 0.4% 1

61 1.1% 3

62 0.4% 1

63 0.7% 2

64 1.1% 3

65 1.8% 5

66 0.7% 2

67 0.4% 1

68 0.4% 1

70 1.1% 3

71 0.7% 2

72 1.1% 3

75 0.7% 2

76 0.4% 1

77 1.1% 3

78 0.7% 2

Value Percent  Count

 Total 284



Value Percent  Count

Fall 2015 1.9% 7

 Total 374

79 0.4% 1

80 0.4% 1

81 0.7% 2

82 0.7% 2

84 0.4% 1

85 0.4% 1

88 0.4% 1

91 0.4% 1

93 0.4% 1

94 0.4% 1

95 0.7% 2

97 0.7% 2

98 0.4% 1

99 0.7% 2

100 6.7% 19

 Total 284

Value Percent  Count

4. What is your anticipated graduation date?

1.9%

16.3% 17.1%

9.4%

17.4%

9.1%

16%

5.4% 7.5%

Fall 2015 Spring 2016 Spring 2019 Fall 2016 Spring 2017 Fall 2017 Spring 2018 Fall 2018 Other - Write
In (Required)

0

100

25

50

75



Spring 2016 16.3% 61

Spring 2019 17.1% 64

Fall 2016 9.4% 35

Spring 2017 17.4% 65

Fall 2017 9.1% 34

Spring 2018 16.0% 60

Fall 2018 5.4% 20

Other - Write In (Required) 7.5% 28

 Total 374

Value Percent  Count

Value Percent  Count

Yes 37.3% 139

No 62.7% 234

 Total 373

5. Were you aware of the academic discipline and profession of landscape architecture prior to participating in
this survey?

37.3%

62.7%

Yes No
0

20

40

60

80

100

6. Did you know that no formal degree program in landscape architecture is currently offered in the State of
Hawaii?



Value Percent  Count

Yes 19.1% 71

No 80.9% 300

 Total 371

19.1%

80.9%

Yes No
0

20

40

60

80

100

7. How interested would you be in finding out more about a professional degree program in
landscape architecture offered at the University of Hawaii at Manoa School of Architecture?

9.9%

2.9% 2.1% 2.1% 1.3% 1.3% 2.7%

77.4%

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 All Others
0

20

40

60

80

100

Value Percent  Count

0 9.9% 37

1 2.9% 11

2 2.1% 8

 Total 374

Statistics

Sum 15,668.0

Average 41.9

StdDev 33.9

Max 100.0



3 2.1% 8

4 1.3% 5

5 1.3% 5

6 2.7% 10

7 1.3% 5

8 1.1% 4

9 0.5% 2

10 2.9% 11

12 0.8% 3

13 0.8% 3

14 1.6% 6

15 1.1% 4

16 0.8% 3

17 0.3% 1

18 1.9% 7

19 0.5% 2

20 1.1% 4

21 0.5% 2

22 0.3% 1

25 2.1% 8

26 0.3% 1

27 1.3% 5

28 0.5% 2

29 0.5% 2

30 1.3% 5

31 0.5% 2

32 0.8% 3

35 1.6% 6

36 0.5% 2

37 1.1% 4

Value Percent  Count

 Total 374



38 0.3% 1

39 0.5% 2

40 1.3% 5

42 0.3% 1

43 0.5% 2

44 0.3% 1

45 0.5% 2

46 0.8% 3

47 1.1% 4

48 1.3% 5

49 1.3% 5

50 7.5% 28

51 0.8% 3

52 0.8% 3

53 0.8% 3

54 1.1% 4

55 0.8% 3

57 0.3% 1

58 0.3% 1

59 0.8% 3

60 1.1% 4

62 0.3% 1

63 0.5% 2

65 0.5% 2

66 0.8% 3

68 0.5% 2

69 0.5% 2

70 3.2% 12

71 0.8% 3

72 0.3% 1

Value Percent  Count

 Total 374



Count Response

Count Response

Count Response

Count Response

73 0.8% 3

75 0.8% 3

76 0.8% 3

79 0.3% 1

80 1.9% 7

82 0.3% 1

84 0.5% 2

87 0.5% 2

88 0.5% 2

90 0.8% 3

91 0.3% 1

92 0.3% 1

95 0.5% 2

96 0.8% 3

97 0.8% 3

98 0.3% 1

99 1.1% 4

100 10.2% 38

 Total 374

Value Percent  Count

URL Variable: action

URL Variable: controller

URL Variable: id

URL Variable: link_id



Value Percent  Count

University of Hawai'i, Mānoa 64.7% 242

University of Hawai'i, Hilo 13.6% 51

University of Hawai'i, West O'ahu 10.2% 38

University of Hawaii, Maui 9.6% 36

Brigham Young University Hawaii 0.0% 0

Chaminade University of Honolulu 0.0% 0

Hawai'i Pacific University 0.0% 0

Other - Write In (Required) 1.9% 7

 Total 374

New Summary Report - 26 February 2016

1. Which college do you currently attend?

University of Hawai'i, Mānoa 64.7%

University of Hawai'i, Hilo 13.6%

University of Hawai'i, West O'ahu 10.2%

University of Hawaii, Maui 9.6%
Other - Write In (Required) 1.9%

2. What year in the program are you currently in?
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Value Percent  Count

Freshman 19.2% 71

Sophomore 21.4% 79

Junior 23.0% 85

Senior 36.3% 134

 Total 369

Value Percent  Count

Environmental Design 4.6% 17

Architecture 3.0% 11

 Total 372

Freshman 19.2%

Sophomore 21.4%

Junior 23%

Senior 36.3%

3. What is your major?

Environmental Design 4.6%
Architecture 3%

Undeclared 6.7%

Other - Write In (Required) 85.8%



Undeclared 6.7% 25

Other - Write In (Required) 85.8% 319

 Total 372

Value Percent  Count

If a two-year professional Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) degree program, open to applicants with a
pre-professional bachelors degree in environmental design or architecture, were offered at UH Manoa effective
Fall 2017, would you consider applying after graduation from your undergraduate program?

0 3.9%
29 3.9%

41 3.9%

43 3.9%

46 3.9%

47 3.9%

48 3.9%

All Others 73.1%

Value Percent  Count

0 3.9% 1

29 3.9% 1

41 3.9% 1

43 3.9% 1

46 3.9% 1

47 3.9% 1

48 3.9% 1

51 3.9% 1

67 3.9% 1

68 3.9% 1

75 3.9% 1

76 3.9% 1

77 7.7% 2

 Total 26

Statistics

Sum 1,886.0

Average 72.5

StdDev 26.6

Max 100.0



80 3.9% 1

81 3.9% 1

83 3.9% 1

97 3.9% 1

100 30.8% 8

 Total 26

Value Percent  Count

If a three-year professional Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) degree program, open to applicants with a
four-year bachelors degree in any field of study, were offered at UH Manoa effective Fall 2017, would you
consider applying after graduation from your undergraduate  program?

0 14.8%

1 1.8%
3 1.4%

5 0.4%
7 0.7%
8 1.4%
9 0.7%

All Others 78.9%

Value Percent  Count

0 14.8% 42

1 1.8% 5

3 1.4% 4

5 0.4% 1

7 0.7% 2

8 1.4% 4

9 0.7% 2

10 0.7% 2

11 1.1% 3

12 2.1% 6

 Total 284

Statistics

Sum 11,439.0

Average 40.3

StdDev 30.7

Max 100.0



15 2.1% 6

16 1.4% 4

17 0.4% 1

18 1.1% 3

19 0.7% 2

20 1.1% 3

21 1.1% 3

22 1.1% 3

23 0.7% 2

24 1.4% 4

25 0.4% 1

26 1.8% 5

28 1.1% 3

29 1.1% 3

30 0.7% 2

31 1.1% 3

32 0.7% 2

33 1.1% 3

34 2.5% 7

35 0.7% 2

36 0.7% 2

37 0.4% 1

38 1.8% 5

39 0.7% 2

40 1.8% 5

41 0.7% 2

42 1.4% 4

43 1.4% 4

44 0.7% 2

45 1.1% 3

Value Percent  Count

 Total 284



46 0.4% 1

47 2.8% 8

48 1.1% 3

49 2.1% 6

50 2.5% 7

51 0.7% 2

52 1.8% 5

53 0.7% 2

54 0.7% 2

55 0.7% 2

56 1.8% 5

57 0.4% 1

58 1.1% 3

59 0.4% 1

60 0.4% 1

61 1.1% 3

62 0.4% 1

63 0.7% 2

64 1.1% 3

65 1.8% 5

66 0.7% 2

67 0.4% 1

68 0.4% 1

70 1.1% 3

71 0.7% 2

72 1.1% 3

75 0.7% 2

76 0.4% 1

77 1.1% 3

78 0.7% 2

Value Percent  Count

 Total 284



Value Percent  Count

Fall 2015 1.9% 7

 Total 374

79 0.4% 1

80 0.4% 1

81 0.7% 2

82 0.7% 2

84 0.4% 1

85 0.4% 1

88 0.4% 1

91 0.4% 1

93 0.4% 1

94 0.4% 1

95 0.7% 2

97 0.7% 2

98 0.4% 1

99 0.7% 2

100 6.7% 19

 Total 284

Value Percent  Count

4. What is your anticipated graduation date?

Fall 2015 1.9%

Spring 2016 16.3%

Spring 2019 17.1%

Fall 2016 9.4%

Spring 2017 17.4%

Fall 2017 9.1%

Spring 2018 16%

Fall 2018 5.4%

Other - Write In (Required) 7.5%



Spring 2016 16.3% 61

Spring 2019 17.1% 64

Fall 2016 9.4% 35

Spring 2017 17.4% 65

Fall 2017 9.1% 34

Spring 2018 16.0% 60

Fall 2018 5.4% 20

Other - Write In (Required) 7.5% 28

 Total 374

Value Percent  Count

Value Percent  Count

Yes 37.3% 139

No 62.7% 234

 Total 373

5. Were you aware of the academic discipline and profession of landscape architecture prior to participating in
this survey?

Yes 37.3%

No 62.7%

6. Did you know that no formal degree program in landscape architecture is currently offered in the State of
Hawaii?



Value Percent  Count

Yes 19.1% 71

No 80.9% 300

 Total 371

Yes 19.1%

No 80.9%

7. How interested would you be in finding out more about a professional degree program in
landscape architecture offered at the University of Hawaii at Manoa School of Architecture?

0 9.9%

1 2.9%

2 2.1%

3 2.1%

4 1.3%
5 1.3%
6 2.7%

All Others 77.5%

Value Percent  Count

0 9.9% 37

1 2.9% 11

2 2.1% 8

 Total 374

Statistics

Sum 15,668.0

Average 41.9

StdDev 33.9

Max 100.0



New Summary Report - 26 February 2016

NPS Score -100.0  

Promoters 0.0% 0

Passives 0.0% 0

Detractors 100.0% 374

Total 374

NPS Score -100.0  

Promoters 0.0% 0

Passives 0.0% 0

Detractors 100.0% 369

Total 369

NPS Score -100.0  

Promoters 0.0% 0

Passives 0.0% 0

Detractors 100.0% 372

Total 372

NPS Score 92.3  

Promoters 96.2% 25

Passives 0.0% 0

Detractors 3.8% 1

Total 26

1. Which college do you currently attend?

2. What year in the program are you currently in?

3. What is your major?

If a two-year professional Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) degree program, open to applicants with a
pre-professional bachelors degree in environmental design or architecture, were offered at UH Manoa effective
Fall 2017, would you consider applying after graduation from your undergraduate program?

If a three-year professional Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) degree program, open to applicants with a
four-year bachelors degree in any field of study, were offered at UH Manoa effective Fall 2017, would you
consider applying after graduation from your undergraduate  program?
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NPS Score 61.3  

Promoters 79.6% 226

Passives 2.1% 6

Detractors 18.3% 52

Total 284

NPS Score -100.0  

Promoters 0.0% 0

Passives 0.0% 0

Detractors 100.0% 374

Total 374

NPS Score -100.0  

Promoters 0.0% 0

Passives 0.0% 0

Detractors 100.0% 373

Total 373

NPS Score -100.0  

Promoters 0.0% 0

Passives 0.0% 0

Detractors 100.0% 371

Total 371

NPS Score 52.7  

Promoters 75.1% 281

Passives 2.4% 9

Total 374

4. What is your anticipated graduation date?

5. Were you aware of the academic discipline and profession of landscape architecture prior to participating in
this survey?

6. Did you know that no formal degree program in landscape architecture is currently offered in the State of
Hawaii?

7. How interested would you be in finding out more about a professional degree program in
landscape architecture offered at the University of Hawaii at Manoa School of Architecture?



Detractors 22.5% 84

Total 374

NPS Score 52.7  

Count Response

Count Response

Count Response

Count Response

Count Response

URL Variable: action

URL Variable: controller

URL Variable: id

URL Variable: link_id

URL Variable: module
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APPENDIX H. 
 
Letters of Support 
  



 

 
Hawaii Chapter of the  

American Society of Landscape Architects 

 
July 31, 2013 
 
Judith Stilgenbauer, Associate Professor  
MLA Planning Committee Chair 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
School of Architecture 
2410 Campus Road 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
 
Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) program at the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa 
 
Aloha Professor Stilgenbauer, 
 
I am pleased to write to you in my role as President of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects – Hawaii Chapter (HASLA) in response to your request for a letter 
of support for the School of Architecture's plans to establish a new Master of Landscape 
Architecture (MLA) program at UH Manoa. Let me state upfront that the HASLA 
Executive Committee, which represents the State Chapter's members, and I offer 
our enthusiastic and unequivocal endorsement of your planning committee's and the 
administration's efforts to develop the State of Hawaii's first landscape architecture 
program.  
 
Founded in 1899, ASLA is the national professional association for landscape architects, 
representing more than 15,000 members in 49 professional chapters and 68 student 
chapters. The Society's mission is to lead, to educate, and to participate in the careful 
stewardship, wise planning, and artful design of our cultural and natural 
environments. The ASLA Hawaii Chapter with its currently 91 members fully subscribes 
to the Society's mission and applies its objectives to issues that are closer to home. One 
of the many important local initiatives HASLA has supported for over 25 years is the 
establishment of a landscape architecture program at the University of Hawaii.  
 
The landscape architecture profession in Hawaii has long anticipated the day that a 
landscape architecture degree would be offered at the University of Hawaii. Currently, 
local firms in their recruitment rely heavily on landscape architecture graduates from 
mainland universities.  An MLA program within the School of Architecture at UH will give 
local students a competitive advantage in tropical, sustainable landscape architecture 
applications and will provide the needed graduates to support our growing profession.  
Hawaiian landscape architecture and multi-disciplinary planning, design, and 
architecture firms as well as public entities have difficulties finding local candidates to 



fill vacant positions and would very much welcome the opportunity to hire interns and 
new graduates of a landscape architecture program at UH Manoa.  
 
As Hawaii broadens its economy from a tourism and military driven basis, locally-trained 
landscape architects' environmental design and problem solving skills in water and land 
use planning, sustainability, applied ecology as well as cultural and social factors will 
prove indispensable in increasing environmental leadership and restoring a Hawaiian 
sense of place. Through discussions with many fellow ASLA Hawaii Chapter members 
and other landscape industry stakeholders, I know the list of benefits of a degree-
granting landscape architecture program at UH Manoa to the profession, its industry, 
local community, legislature, and university would be manifold. 
 
For the reasons mentioned above, I enthusiastically support the School of Architecture's 
efforts to establish this long-awaited and much-needed MLA program in Hawaii. Please 
feel free to contact me if I may be of any additional assistance and do not hesitate to call 
upon HASLA, its Executive Committee, and members  as needed to achieve and support 
the university's MLA program plans. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kyle Sasaki, PLA, ASLA, LEED® AP 
ASLA Hawaii Chapter President 
Senior Landscape Architect 
Ki Concepts, 1580 Makaloa St., Suite 1005 
Honolulu, HI 96814 
 
 



	  
	  

440 Seaside Avenue, Honolulu, Hawai’I 96815   Tel  : 808 799 3101  www.landscapehawaii.org   Email : chris.dacus@gmail.com 

	  

	  
July	  23,	  2013	  

	  
Judith	  Stilgenbauer,	  ASLA	  
Associate	  Professor	  of	  Landscape	  Architecture	  
MLA	  Planning	  Committee	  Chair	  
University	  of	  Hawaii	  at	  Manoa	  
School	  of	  Architecture	  
2410	  Campus	  Road	  
Honolulu,	  HI	  96822	  
	  
SUBJECT:	  	   Master	  of	  Landscape	  Architecture	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Manoa	  
	  
Aloha	  Ms.	  Stilgenbauer,	  
	   	  
The	  Landscape	  Industry	  is	  a	  strong	  supporter	  of	  the	  development	  of	  the	  Master	  of	  Landscape	  
Architecture	  program	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Manoa.	  
	  
Formed	  in	  June	  1986,	  the	  Landscape	  Industry	  Council	  of	  Hawaii	  (LICH)	  is	  a	  statewide	  alliance	  
representing	  Hawaii's	  landscape	  trade	  associations	  with	  full	  time	  employment	  of	  over	  11,000	  
landscape	  professionals	  and	  an	  economic	  impact	  of	  over	  $520	  million	  annually.	  LICH’s	  mission	  is	  
to	  build	  industry	  unity	  by	  promoting	  industry	  guidelines	  and	  professionalism	  through	  education.	  	  
	  
The	  development	  of	  a	  landscape	  architecture	  school	  in	  Hawaii	  is	  very	  fitting	  since	  Hawaii	  has	  a	  
rich	  history	  of	  shaping	  landscape	  design	  of	  the	  tropical	  world.	  In	  the	  1930s	  and	  1940s,	  Hawaii	  
landscape	  architect,	  Richard	  Tongg	  authored	  two	  books	  on	  tropical	  landscape	  design	  with	  
Loraine	  Kuck,	  the	  classic,	  "The	  Tropical	  Garden"	  and	  the	  "Modern	  Tropical	  Garden".	  The	  Tropical	  
theme	  defined	  by	  Richard	  Tongg	  has	  withstood	  the	  test	  of	  time	  and	  is	  seen	  to	  this	  day	  in	  resort	  
and	  residential	  landscape	  architecture	  throughout	  the	  tropical	  world.	  Many	  great	  Hawaii	  
landscape	  architects	  have	  built	  on	  that	  foundation.	  
	  
There	  is	  a	  local	  need	  for	  landscape	  architects	  in	  the	  State	  of	  Hawaii.	  There	  are	  approximately	  
100	  licensed	  landscape	  architects	  in	  the	  State	  and	  another	  approximately	  150	  to	  200	  landscape	  
architecture	  trained	  designers	  all	  educated	  on	  the	  mainland.	  	  
	  
Hawaii	  is	  truly	  unique	  being	  a	  tropical	  state	  and	  the	  solutions	  required	  for	  a	  local	  sustainable	  
context	  will	  be	  unique	  to	  the	  tropics	  and	  transferrable	  like	  the	  Richard	  Tongg	  era	  to	  the	  
remainder	  of	  the	  tropics.	  Locally	  produced	  landscape	  architecture	  graduates	  will	  be	  highly	  
sought	  after	  by	  Hawaii	  firms	  being	  educated	  in	  Hawaii	  requiring	  less	  training	  and	  knowledgeable	  
about	  local	  customs,	  plants,	  materials,	  sustainable	  practices	  and	  design	  trends.	  Hawaii	  is	  the	  
perfect	  location	  for	  a	  landscape	  architecture	  school.	  
	  
There's	  an	  even	  larger	  opportunity	  if	  the	  school	  is	  positioned	  to	  serve	  the	  greater	  tropical	  world.	  	  
Over	  60%	  of	  the	  world	  population	  resides	  in	  the	  tropics	  and	  much	  of	  the	  growth	  over	  the	  next	  
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50	  to	  100	  years	  will	  occur	  in	  tropical	  areas.	  To	  this	  day,	  much	  of	  the	  tropical	  hemisphere	  looks	  to	  
American	  landscape	  architects	  for	  their	  creativity.	  Additionally,	  Hawaii	  has	  a	  strong	  destination	  
brand	  identity	  and	  is	  preferred	  by	  Asian	  and	  Oceania	  students.	  A	  program	  with	  the	  duality	  of	  
Hawaii	  students	  and	  Asian	  students	  will	  more	  than	  support	  a	  Masters	  and	  Bachelors	  program.	  
	  
The	  University	  of	  Hawaii	  has	  an	  incredible	  opportunity	  to	  provide	  the	  next	  generation	  of	  Hawaii	  
designers	  that	  will	  shape	  the	  tropical	  world.	  The	  University	  of	  Hawaii	  School	  of	  Landscape	  
Architecture	  should	  be	  a	  world	  leader.	  	  
	  
I	  am	  a	  big	  believer	  in	  the	  University	  of	  Hawaii,	  if	  there’s	  anything	  I	  can	  do	  to	  be	  of	  assistance,	  
don’t	  hesitate	  to	  contact	  me	  at	  799-‐3101.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  

	  
	  
Chris	  Dacus	  
President	  
Landscape	  Industry	  Council	  of	  Hawai’i	  
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APPENDIX I. 
 
SoA Master of Landscape Architecture Program Supplemental Information for Admission Form 
 
 
 
 



University of Hawai i at Mānoa 

SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 

Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) Program 
Supplemental Information for Admission 

 
 
Name  (Mr. / Ms. / Mrs.)  (please print)   
 
Address (current)    
   
Telephone   email   
 
Application being submitted for: MLA I ____   MLA I AP____ MLA II ____ 

 

UH System Application form being submitted for entry in: Fall 20_____  

 Applicants with a four-year bachelor’s degree in an unrelated field should apply for the 90-credit 

first-professional MLA I track. 

 Applicants with a professional degree in architecture (BArch, MArch, DArch) or a four-year pre-

professional (non-accredited) bachelor’s degree in landscape architecture, architecture, or 

environmental design who seek advanced placement should apply for the first-professional  

MLA I AP track. 

 Applicants with an accredited professional degree in landscape architecture (BLA, BSLA, MLA) 

should apply for the 56-credit post-professional MLA II track. 

 Graduate students currently enrolled at the University of Hawai i at Mānoa who wish to make a 

change in program, will be in competition with all new applicants and must submit an application 
for admission following the same procedure for prospective students and check the “change in 
program” box on the UHM System Application form. 

 
SUPPLEMENTAL DOCUMENTS:  

1. Statement of Interest: An essay of approximately 500 words explaining your reasons for 

wishing to study at the University of Hawai i at Mānoa School of Architecture. Include a 

summary of your primary educational and professional accomplishments, along with any 
volunteer and community service.  Digital submission should be in PDF format using UHM file 
drop service.  (see Submission Procedure below) 
 

2. Resume: A listing of educational background, professional experience or internships, and 
awards/honors. Other relevant experiences or skills as may be appropriate. 
 

3. Portfolio:   8.5” x 11” is preferred size; not to exceed 11”x14” 
Your portfolio should include samples of creative and professional work, such as art or craft 
work, construction work, graphic design, computer aided design, poetry, photography, 
examples of architecture or related disciplines that exhibit graphic or written creativity, or 
any other creative work.  
 

Portfolio submission must be in PDF format as ONE multiple-page PDF document at 300 dpi, 
not to exceed 20 MB in file size and should be submitted using UHM file drop service. (see 

Submission Procedure below). 
 
 
 



 
 

4. Letters of Recommendation: Include three letters of recommendation endorsing your 
potential to succeed in a rigorous professional architecture program.  Please be sure to have 
the recommender clearly identify you as the student for whom the letter is being written. 
We recommend that at least two of the three letters of recommendation be written by 
former undergraduate program faculty members. 
 
If sending hardcopy letter, envelope should be sealed by the author and signed across the 
sealed opening.   
 

Letters of recommendation may be emailed from the recommender directly to 
MLA@hawaii.edu.  Letters emailed via applicant will not be considered. 
 

 
 
SUBMISSION PROCEDURE 
Digital submission of the completed Supplemental Information for Admission form, statement of 
interest, resume, and portfolio should be done using the University’s file drop service at 
www.hawaii.edu/filedrop/. 
  

 Enter your name and email address.  Email will be sent to you containing instructions 
that will enable you to use the system to upload files. 

 Email documents to MLA@hawaii.edu. 
 
Hardcopy submittals of recommendation letters should be mailed to: 
  

 University of Hawai i at Mānoa School of Architecture 

 MLA Admissions Committee 
 2410 Campus Road, Room 202 
 Honolulu, Hawaii   96822-2216 

 
Supplemental documents become the property of the School of Architecture.  
 

 
 

APPLICANT'S CERTIFICATION 
 

I certify that the information provided on this form and the supporting required supplemental 
documents are true to the best of my knowledge. 
 
 
 
 
    
signature  date 


	Proposal Cover
	Table of Contents
	Introduction
	1. Program Purpose and Outcomes
	2. Program Organization
	3. Student Demand
	4. Program Resources and Efficiency
	5. Program Effectiveness
	List of Appendices
	Appendix A
	Appendix B
	Appendix C
	Appendix D
	Appendix E
	Appendix F
	Appendix G
	Appendix H
	Appendix I



