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SZPARTI 
Automated Transfer Articulation Process 

 
Summary:   The current transcript evaluation process includes a multitude of steps using various 

Banner forms.  The new SZPARTI process combines these steps into a single job submission. 
SZPARTI screens potential transfer courses, runs them through the campus’ articulation 
database and populates the student’s academic history. SZPARTI is designed to transfer 
only courses completed within the University of Hawai'i system; courses completed outside 
of the UH system must still be processed “manually.” 

 
First Release on May 15, 2013 
Main function – Process spring 2013 cross-registered courses 
 
Campus Participation 

 Processed students in mass – Hawai'i, Hilo, Kapi'olani, Kaua'i and Maui.  Honolulu was initially 
scheduled but campus-related issues have postponed their run. 

 Processed students individually or in small groups – West O'ahu, Leeward, and Mānoa 

 Planned use in the fall - Windward  
 
Campus Communication 

 Audience – admissions directors, registrars, and transcript evaluators 

 Guide - Step-by-step user guide was created, which details the process from beginning to end. 

 Testing Period - Campuses had the opportunity to run SZPARTI in a test environment prior to the 
go-live date. 

 Feedback - Campus feedback was solicited during the test period and after the actual processing of 
spring 2013 courses so all improvements could be included in the final release scheduled for mid-
June. 

 
Results for mass processing  

 

 

 No. of Student Processed – Students who met the following criteria: 1. Home campused at their 
institution and 2. Pursuing a declared program of study (unclassified and early admission were excluded) 

 No. of Courses Processed – Total number of courses enrolled in spring 2013  

 No. of Courses Moved – Excludes courses that did not meet criteria entered by user (e.g. <100 courses, 
grades below “D,” courses >= 300, etc.) 

 No. of Courses Articulated – Total number of courses that could automatically be articulated. Reasons 
why a course could not automatically articulate: no articulation rule built, equivalency lists one of two 
courses (“OR” statement), course credits do not match, etc. 

Campus 
No. of Students 

Processed 
No. of Courses 

Processed 
No. of Courses 

Moved 
No. of Courses 

Articulated 
(%) 

Hawai'i 234 565 318 270 84.9% 

Hilo 297 473 214 198 92.5% 

Honolulu p o s t p o n e d  

Kapi'olani 1493 4209 1950 1583 81.2% 

Kaua'i 220 359 232 216 93.1% 

Maui 337 720 578 382 66.1% 

Totals 2581 6326 3292 2649 80.5% 
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Parameters entered by campuses* 
 

Parameter 
Community Colleges Universities (includes Maui) 

YES NO YES NO 

Transfer  < 100-level courses 1 2 2 2 

Transfer  >= 300-level courses 0 3 4 0 

Transfer Minimum Grade D  -  3 D - 2         F - 1       All grades -1 
 

 *To date, Honolulu, Leeward, and Windward have not yet used SZPARTI. 
 
Challenges 

 Campus policies and procedures varied greatly (e.g. minimum grade and course level considered in 
transfer, repeat policies, use of attributes, majors eligible for a transcript evaluation, when they 
transfer credits, etc.).  

 Campus articulation databases are not in ideal condition.  
o Courses are not entered correctly using the effective term field. 
o All courses that exist in the system are not necessarily articulated in the other 9 campuses’ 

articulation databases. 
o Recycled course subject and numbers are not accurately mirrored in the receiving 

campuses articulation database. 
o Some campuses post transfer credits directly into individual student records instead of 

running them through the articulation database. This process reduces the need to maintain 
and expand their databases. 

 Some campus representatives, who ran the SZPARTI process, are not usually tasked with transcript 
evaluations and therefore, were not fully knowledgeable about their own campus transfer policies. 

 
Celebrations 

 All campuses planned to use SZPARTI to process spring 2013 courses, either processing students in 
mass or running small groups at a time.  

 Run time was extremely fast, even for large campuses.  For example, Kapi'olani processed 1,493 
students and 4,209 courses in approximately 2 minutes. NOTE: Campus run times were scheduled 
to ensure that overall Banner performance was not affected.  

 Campuses have already expressed the desire to use SZPARTI to process courses completed prior to 
spring 2013. This is a function of the June release. 

 Not all campuses provided feedback but for those that did, overall, it was very positive. 
 
Final Release targeted for mid-June 2013 
Main functions – In addition to articulating all cross-registered courses at the close of each term, added 
ability to process prior earned credits. This action would generally be performed upon admission. 


