
Kapi�olani Community College 
Degree:  Associate in Arts 
Division:  Kapi�olani Community College 
Title:  Hawaiian Studies 

Description:  The Associate in Arts in Hawaiian Studies (AAHS) at Kapi�olani 
Community College prepares students to transfer to four-year institutions. This 60-credit 
program provides a clear, explicit, coherent pathway for students intending to transfer into 
the Hawaiian Studies major at a baccalaureate institution. The program provides curricula 
that focus on Hawaiian culture and knowledge. This Associate in Arts degree is an expansion 
upon the existing Academic Subject Certificate in Hawaiian Studies and includes all of the 
broader General Education requirements for a liberal arts degree. 

Effective Date:  Fall 2012 
 
1. Are the program outcomes appropriate functions of the college and University? 
(Relationship to University and campus mission and development plans, evidence of 
continuing need for the program, projections of career opportunities for graduates, etc.) 
 
The AAHS program outcomes align with the following aspects of the UH System Strategic Plan: 

Vision: The University of Hawai�i envisions and supports “pathways of knowledge that will 
provide educational leadership in support of Native Hawaiians, their indigenous culture 
and Hawai�i’s sense of pluralism.” 

Core Values:  
Aloha: Central and unique to Hawai�i’s university, the Hawaiian concept of aloha 
embraces respect for the history, traditions, and culture of Hawai�i’s indigenous people; 
it reflects compassion for all people and a forward-looking commitment to the well-being 
of these islands. 
Hawaiian and Asian-Pacific advantage: In all it does, the University is committed to 
achieving a global advantage by leveraging Hawai�i’s position in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean and its unique cultural and geographic attributes. 

System Goal 3: Transform the international profile of the University of Hawai�i system as a 
distinguished resource in Hawaiian and Asian-Pacific affairs, positioning it as one of the 
world’s foremost multicultural centers for global and indigenous studies. 
Objective 2: To strengthen the crucial role that the University of Hawai�i system 

performs for the indigenous people and general population of Hawai�i by actively 
preserving and perpetuating Hawaiian culture, language, and values. 
Action Strategies: 

• Increase funding and provide for the study, development, and research of the 
Hawaiian language, culture, and history within the University of Hawai�i system, 
as consistent with the Hawai�i State Constitution. 
• Encourage Native Hawaiians to practice their language, culture, and traditions 
throughout the University system and provide Hawaiian environments and 
facilities for such activities. 
• Employ outreach to address the needs of Native Hawaiians, the state of 

Hawai�i, and the world at large in the areas of Hawaiian language, culture, 
and history. 



The AAHS program outcomes align with the following aspects of the Kapi�olani Community 
College Strategic Plan: 
Values: Aloha for Hawai‘i, and its diverse peoples, cultures, languages, and environments. 
Strategic Outcome A: Position Kapi�olani Community College and the University of 

Hawai�i as leading indigenous-serving higher education institutions by supporting the 
access and success of students of Native Hawaiian ancestry. 
Performance Measure 4: A4 Increase by six percent per year the number of Native 

Hawaiian students who complete certificates and degrees, or transfer to baccalaureate 
institutions, while maintaining the percentage (71%) of transfers who achieve a GPA 
of 2.0 or higher at the transfer institution. Increase certificate and degree completion 
by Native Hawaiian students from 64 to 105 per year, and increase transfer by Native 
Hawaiian students from 59 to 85 per year. 
Potential Strategies: 

A4K Develop, evaluate, and improve articulation agreements with UH system 
campuses.  
A4L Maximize opportunities for Native Hawaiian students to complete general 

education requirements at their home campuses, and enroll and transfer 
among campuses. 

The AAHS program outcomes address the historic need to support Hawaiian programs and 
students as originally identified in the 1986 Ka�ū Task Force Report and the 1988 Native 
Hawaiian Community College Advisory Report and updated in the 2011 Hawai�i Papa o Ke Ao 
Draft Report. The relevant goals from the Draft Report of Hawai�i Papa O Ke Ao, the Task 
Force on Creating a Model Indigenous-Serving Institution (commissioned by the UH President 
in Spring 2011) include: 

Hawaiian Culture and Language Parity 
Goal 1: Vibrant Language and Culture Programs of Study at all UH campuses 

Objective 1: Establish an AA/AS degree in Hawaiian Studies at all seven (7) 
community colleges. 

This degree program will provide a clear and focused pathway for students intending to pursue a 
Hawaiian Studies degree at a four-year institution. The courses in this proposal are already 
being offered at KCC. 

 
2. What are the outcomes of the program? (outcomes should be stated in terms of meeting 
student, community or State needs. Also includes Program Learning Outcomes.) 
 
The AAHS provides an opportunity for students to attain a two-year academic qualification 
while focusing on Hawaiian knowledge and approaches to various fields of study. While the 
primary outcome of the degree is to prepare students to transfer to a baccalaureate program in 
Hawaiian Studies at either UH Mānoa or UH Hilo, having the AAHS also provides students with 
a qualification that would be beneficial in the workforce or other areas of study where a 
knowledge of the host culture or alternative approaches to problem-solving are desired. 
 
AAHS Program Student Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of the Associate in Arts degree in Hawaiian Studies, the student 
should be able to: 
• Describe aboriginal Hawaiian linguistic, cultural, historical and political concepts. 



• Utilize aboriginal Hawaiian-based knowledge and methods in other areas of inquiry such as 
the sciences, the arts, humanities, and social sciences, and other professional endeavors. 

• Articulate and analyze topics relevant to the aboriginal Hawaiian community using 
college-level research and writing methods. 

 
3. How is the program organized to meet its outcomes? (Description of curriculum 
organization, requirements, admission policies, advising and counseling, and other aspects of 
the program, with reference to its outcomes.) 
 
The proposed AAHS at Kapi�olani Community College is consistent with the standards 
proposed and approved by Windward Community College in their October 2011 Authorization 
to Plan. Kapi�olani CC’s proposed standards are also consistent with the AAHS proposals being 
put forth by the other UH Community Colleges and UH Maui College. The one area of departure 
from the other campuses is in Hawaiian language. Kapi�olani CC’s proposal requires students to 
complete an additional year of Hawaiian language for a total of two years of language study. 
Kapi�olani CC’s existing Academic Subject Certificate (ASC) in Hawaiian Studies requires two 
years of Hawaiian language. It would be incongruous to have a lower standard for language 
study than the ASC. 
 
Proposed AA HS curriculum to become effective Fall 2012 
ASSOCIATE IN ARTS CURRICULUM, 
HAWAIIAN STUDIES (60 CREDITS) 
Area Courses Credits 
General Education Requirements (23-24 credits) 
KCC AA/FW ENG 100, ESL 100 3 
KCC AA/FS ICS 141, 241, PHIL 110 or MATH 100 or higher level 

mathematics 3-4 

KCC AA/FG AA Global and Multicultural Perspectives Electives 
(Two courses, each course from a different group: A, B, or C) 
Group A (FGA) ANTH 151, HIST 151; 
Group B (FGB) ANTH 152, GEOG 102, HIST 152; 
Group C (FGC) GEOG 151, MUS 107, REL 150 

6 

KCC AA/OC SP 151, 181, 231, 251, THEA 221, 222, 240 3 
KCC AA/HSL HAW 101 and HAW 102 8 
Arts and Humanities Courses (5-7 credits) 
(Two semester courses, each course from a different group: DA, DH, DL) 
KCC AA/DA 
(The Arts) 

ART 189, 288, 289, 290 
DNCE 212, 213 
MUS 121Z 
SP 233 

 

KCC AA/DH 
(Humanities) 

HWST 100, 216, 285 
HIST 284, 288 
HUM 269 (Pacific Islands region-based) 
MUS 207 
PHIL 103 

 

KCC AA/DL ENG 272B, 272M  



(Literature and 
Language) 

HAW 224, 261, 262 
PACS 257, 273 

Natural Science Courses (7-8 credits) 
(Two semester courses. At least one lecture course each must be chosen from DB and DP. One 
of the two lecture courses must also have a paired laboratory course.) 
KCC AA/DB 
(Biological 
Sciences) 

BIOL 124 
BOT 130 
ZOOL 200 

3 

KCC AA/DP 
(Physical Sciences) 

ASTR 110 
GEOG 101 
GG 103 
OCN 201 

3 

KCC AA/DY 
(Laboratory) 

BIOL 124L 
BOT 130L 
GEOG 101L 
ZOOL 200L 

1-2 

Social Sciences Courses (6 credits) (Two semester courses from two different disciplines) 
KCC AA/DS ANTH 200, 235 

BOT 105 
GEOG 210 
HWST 255 
PACS 108 

6 

Hawaiian Studies Requirements (14 credits) 
Hawaiian Studies HWST 107 3 
Hawaiian Studies HWST 270 3 
Hawaiian Language HAW 201 4 
Hawaiian Language HAW 202 4 
Elective Courses (5-8 credits) (Elective credits must be taken in Liberal Arts courses 
numbered at or above the 100-level including courses taken from the lists above not already 
used to meet another requirement or from the course(s) listed below.) 
 AA Elective  
 AA Elective  
 AA Elective  
TOTAL ≥60 
The issuance of an AA degree requires that the student must earn a grade point ratio (GPR) of 
2.0 or higher for all courses applicable toward the degree. 
 
Please note: As part of the AAHS curriculum listed above, students must complete two writing 
intensive (WI) courses. Students must also complete one Hawaiian, Asian and Pacific Issues 
(H) course. Please refer to http://www.hawaii.edu/gened/articulation_kapcc.htm for the most 
current listing of approved Hawaiian, Asian and Pacific courses. 
 
4. Who will enroll in the program? (Special target groups, if any; number of majors 
expected by year for first five years; expected service to non-majors; evidence of student 
interest.) 
 



Enrollment in the AAHS will come from both aboriginal Hawaiian and non-aboriginal Hawaiian 
students. Enrollment of aboriginal Hawaiian students at the College has been steadily increasing. 
In fact, that population has been growing at a faster rate than the overall student population of the 
College. During the Fall 2005 semester, aboriginal Hawaiian students represented 11.5% (836 of 
7289) of Kapi�olani CC’s total student enrollment. That number rose to 19.5% (1756 of 9023) 
as of the Fall 2011 semester (UH MAPS data). See Chart 1.  
Chart 1: Aboriginal Hawaiian Student Enrollment vs. Total Enrollment at Kapi�olani CC 
(Fall Semesters) 

(Source: UH MAPS data) 
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Over the same period, enrollment in HWST courses has also been increasing. Student enrollment 
in HWST courses in Fall 2010 dipped as a direct result of the unavailability of the primary 
Hawaiian Studies classroom spaces due to renovations. The following Fall 2011 semester shows 
an immediate upturn in HWST enrollment. See Chart 2. 
 
Chart 2: HWST Course Enrollment at Kapi�olani CC (Fall Semesters) 
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(Source: UH MAPS data) 
 
In March 2012, 206 students in Hawaiian knowledge-related courses (ENG 272B, HAW 101, 
102, 202, HWST 100, 107, MUS 121Z, and PACS 257) were surveyed regarding their interest in 
HWST courses and the AAHS. They were asked two questions: 
Chart 3: Are you interested in taking more Hawaiian Studies courses?  
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Chart 4: Are you interested in earning a HWST AA? Chart 4 
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Given the above data, we conservatively estimate that 1/3 of the students who expressed interest 
in earning the degree will actually enroll in the program as declared majors. With 25 students per 
year, we project that we would have 50 majors in the program during the second year, 25 from 
each cohort. In the third year, we project a slight increase to 35 majors in the incoming class for 



a total of 60 in the program during the third year. Year four would take us to 70 students. The 
SSH for HWST reflect these changes over time. 
 
5. What resources are required for program implementation and first five-year cycle 
operation? (Number, source, and cost of faculty; library requirements; support personnel; 
estimated cost of supplies, equipment and CIP; facilities to be utilized; total funds required for 
program implementation and operation; expected source of funds, including sources of 
reallocated funds.) 
 
Kapi�olani Community College currently has 4.0 FTE full-time faculty teaching Hawaiian 
Studies courses. One is tenured at the C3 rank and the other three are probationary at the C2 
rank. Kapi�olani CC also utilizes 1.4 FTE of lecturers to teach courses in Hawaiian Studies. The 
faculty salaries are all existing costs paid for with either General Fund or Tuition dollars. No 
additional faculty are necessary for the program until the third year when an additional 0.2 FTE 
in lecturers will be required to cover the projected increase in majors. 
 
Currently, the campus library has an extensive Hawaiian and Pacific Islands collection and has 
been expanding it as needed when funding is available. The library currently employs a 
Hawaiian/Pacific Librarian to handle the ordering of additional resources and to provide library 
instruction and support for HWST and other courses. The program does not utilize and is not 
currently seeking any other support personnel exclusive to the AAHS program. 
 
The AAHS program will use current resources allocated to the HWST faculty by the college, 
including but not limited to faculty office space, classrooms, and computer lab support. 
 
For specific financial and cost information, please refer to the attached New Program Academic 
Cost and Revenue Spreadsheet. 
 
6. How efficient will the program be? (Compare anticipated cost per SSH, cost per major, 
SSH/faculty, average class size or other quantitative measures with other programs in the 
college and similar programs on other UH campuses.) 
 
The projected efficiency of the proposed AAHS expected to be fairly high for Kapi�olani CC 
compared to other campuses and on a par with the AA in Liberal Arts at the College. Based on 
the information provided from the UH System Budget office, Kapi�olani’s cost/SSH is low 
compared to other campuses. On the instructional side, we will be utilizing the existing resources 
of the campus and will not be increasing our cost/SSH for the program beyond what already 
exists to meet the needs of our students already taking the courses. Comparing projected costs to 
projected revenue, the AAHS Program should remain well in the black. 
 
7. How will effectiveness of the program be demonstrated? (Projected number of 
graduates yearly; placement of graduates; special accreditation; student satisfaction; career 
and employer satisfaction, etc.) 
Program effectiveness will be demonstrated by: 

• The number of students enrolled in the degree program,  
• Persistence through the first year to the second year 



• Graduation rates 
• d) The number of students who transfer to the four-year campuses  

Program outcomes will be measured by: 
• student evaluations  
• course completion 
• course student learning outcome assessments. 

 
 


