


The UHH School of Nursing’s Response to the Graduate Council's Program Committee Review 
of the ATP for the Doctorate in Nursing Practice.         

Firstly, according to the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN, 2002), the DNP 
curriculum is conceptualized as having two areas of entry:1 ) foundational outcome 
competencies essential for all DNP graduates regardless of specialty focus, and 2) specialty 
competencies and content  which prepares the graduate for didactic and  practice learning 
experiences and national specilty certification (American Association of Colleges of Nursing, 
2006). In the proposed UHH DNP program, the majority of the doctor ally prepared faculty will 
be teaching or co-teaching courses fulfilling the core competencies as indicated below in red, 
while the majority of the proposed  master’s prepared faculty will be primarily teaching within 
the specialty competency/content areaa of the FNP which is indicated below in blue, for which 
each faculty is  qualified. .  

  Core FNP 
(At Completion Students Will Be Eligible for FNP National Certification) 

 
Courses 

 
Credits 

Prerequisites   

Biostatistics 
Epidemiology 

3 
3 

Core Courses ( On completion, will  be 
eligible for FNP National Certification) 

 

Theoretical Core  3 

Advanced Pharmacology  3 
Advanced Pathophysiology  3 
Information Technology for Primary Health 
Care 

2 

Advanced Health Assessment for Diverse 
Populations 

3  
 

Health Promotion in Primary Care  3 (seminar) 
3 (preceptorship) 

Cultural Competent Care and Women and 
Children’s Health 

3 (seminar) 
4(preceptorship) 

Cultural competent care of Adult Clients  3 (seminar) 
3 (preceptorship) 

Culturally competent care of Gerontologic 
Clients 

3 (seminar) 
4 (preceptorship) 

Research  3 
Total  48 
Total Preceptorship  Hours  (1 x 45)  630 
*BSN level course should be a prerequisite 



Post Masters entry to DNP 

Social and Cultural Aspects of Health   3 

• Information Technology for 
Primary Health Care ( waived 
if student has taken as a pre‐
certification course)   

 
 

3 

Elective  3 
Evidence‐based practice    3 
Program and Policy Development 
and Evaluation 

3 

Health Economics   3 
Systems‐based Leadership  and 
Management  

3 

Health Policy  
 

1 
2 (residency)  

Practice Inquiry Final Project  6 (residency) 
Total  30 
 

Cognates/Electives: 

Culturally Competent Educational 
Strategies  

3 

Pharmacology/Other  Cognates   

 
Preceptorship/Residency Hours  

APN Preceptorship  630 
Health Policy Residency  100 
Practice Inquiry Project 
Residency Hours 

 300 

TOTAL 1000 
 

 Secondly, three of the proposed faculty who currently have master’s digress are enrolled in and 
have completed core coursework for the online PhD in Nursing at UH Manoa. J. Thompson and 
C. Beck are planning to pass their competencies and proposal defense in fall, 2010, and J. Flood 
is now ABD. In addition, UH Hilo Nursing Adjunct Faculty Colonel R. Squellati, announced at 
the end of her term as detailee to the office of U.S. Senator Daniel Inouye, that she is currently 



pursuing a PhD in Health Policy for the express purpose of returning to Hilo to teach in the DNP 
program at UH Hilo.  

 

Thirdly, the AACN has outlined faculty characteristics for DNP programs, noting that there 
would be transition from a master’s curriculum to a clinical practice doctorate curriculum: 

“Faculty members teaching in DNP programs should represent diverse backgrounds and 
intellectual perspectives in the specialty areas for which their graduates are being prepared. 
Faculty expertise needed in these programs is broad and includes a mix of doctor ally prepared 
research-focuses and practice-focused faculty whose expertise will support the educational 
program required for the DNP. In addition to faculty members who are nurses, faculty members 
in a DNP program may be from other disciplines. 

Initially, during the transition, some master’s prepared faculty members may teach content and 
provide practice supervision, particularly in early phases of post-baccalaureate DNP curriculum. 
Once a larger pool of DNP graduates becomes available, the faculty mix can be expected to shift 
toward predominately doctor ally-prepared faculty.” 

                      Essentials of Doctoral Education for Advanced Practice Nursing, (AACN, 2006) 

                                     

 

 

    

 

 


