
How Can I Get More InforMatIon? wHat are UnIversIty of HawaI‘I   
edUCatIon Centers?
Through the Centers, the 10 UH campuses extend pro-
grams beyond their geographic locations to neighbor island 
and rural communities.  Each Center works with UH cam-
puses to provide educational programming to meet their 
community’s needs.

Three University Centers located on Kaua‘i, Maui, and West 
Hawai‘i provide access to associate, baccalaureate, and gradu-
ate degrees and certificates.  The Centers serve as “brokers” 
with UH campuses, and degrees or certificates are awarded 
by the university or community college offering the program 
of study.  Thus, qualified students on these neighbor islands 
may remain on their home island and earn degrees or cer-
tificates from UH Manoa, UH Hilo, UH West O‘ahu or a UH 
Community College.

Seven other Education Centers are also affiliated with a UH 
campus, and bring credit and non-credit courses to their com-

munities. The names of these Education Centers are reflec-
tive of the communities they serve: Wai‘anae, Hana, Lāna‘i, 
Molokai, West Maui, and North Hawai‘i.  

All centers provide academic support, exam proctoring, 
placement testing, technical support, and many are receive 
sites for interactive TV and videoconference courses. Some 
offer tutoring, academic advising (upon request), library ser-
vices and have computer labs available for student use.

Her degree led Sulinn Aipa 
to earn awards for service 
and cultural knowledge and 
to have played a major role as 
operations coordinator when 
the Westin Ka‘anapali Ocean 
Resort Villas was selected as a 
finalist for the Pacific Business 

After almost 18 years in 
the hospitality industry, 
Candace Tabuchi was ready 
for a change. At that time, she 
had a high school education 
and less than a year’s worth of 
college credits.  Realizing that 
a career change required an 
educational degree, she went 
back to school to complete her 
Associate in Arts degree. 

The Chinese philosopher, 
Lao-tzu wrote, “A journey of a 
thousand miles begins with a 
single step.” At Kaua‘i Commu-
nity College and in conjunc-
tion with the University 
Center, Candace’s journey was 
realized through the availabil-
ity of distance learning.  Along 
the way, there was support, 
encouragement, and people 
who listened, counseled, 

and helped her overcome 
challenges.  KCC and the Uni-
versity Center provided tools 
which gave her flexibility in a 
schedule already filled with 
a full-time job and a fam-
ily.  College faculty and staff 
lessened her fear of failure 
through encouragement, 
tutoring, and simply just 
understanding the barriers 
that she faced in returning 
to school.  

Today, Candace holds a 
Master’s degree in Busi-
ness Administration and is 
an instructor of Hospital-
ity and Tourism at Kaua‘i 
Community College. 

The Education Centers offer opportunities to 
Hawaii residents: 

• Earn a degree or certificate in your community  
 saving the time and expense of travel

• Attend classes designed for working adults

• Receive federal financial aid (grants or  
 low-interest student loans) based upon  
 financial need

News “Innovative Company 
of the Year” award.

“It has allowed me to make 
an impact internally with my 
fellow associates and exter-
nally with our guests, busi-
ness partners and especially 
the community,” Aipa said 
of her Bachelor’s in Business 
Administration.

She said the University 
Center Maui program was 
affordable with the distance 
learning technology aug-
mented by teachers who 
“were truly compassionate 
and engaging . . . There was 
the convenience to stay at 
home near family while con-
tinuing to keep my current 
employment and earning 
a bachelor’s degree at the 
same time.”

University Centers

University Center, Kaua‘i 
3-1901 Kaumuali‘i Highway 
Līhu‘e, HI 96766 
Phone: (808) 245-8330  
Fax: (808) 245-0101 
website: http://info.kauai.hawaii.
edu/uckauai/
email: uckauai@hawaii.edu 

University Center, Maui 
Laulima Building Room #216 
310 Ka‘ahumanu Avenue 
Kahului, HI 96732 
Phone: (808) 984-3525 
Fax: (808) 244-6595 
website: uctrmaui.hawaii.edu
email: uctrmaui@hawaii.edu 

University Center,  
west Hawai‘i (Big Island) 
81-964 Haleki‘i Street 
Kealakekua, HI 96750 
Phone: (808) 322-4850 
Fax: (808) 322-4855 
website: http://www.hawaii.
hawaii.edu/ucwh 
email: uhcwh@hawaii.edu

education Centers

LCC wai‘anae  
education Center 
86-088 Farrington Highway 
Wai‘anae, HI 96792 
Phone: (808) 696-6378 
Fax: (808) 696-4024 
website: http://www.leeward.
hawaii.edu/leewardccw

UHMC Hana  
education Center 
P.O. Box 70 
Hana, HI 97613 
Phone: (808) 248-7380
Fax: (808) 248-7392 

UHMC Lāna‘i  
education Center 
329 7th Street 
P.O. Box 630648 
Lāna‘i City, HI 96763 
Phone: (808) 565-7266 
Fax: (808) 565-7269 

UHMC Molokai  
education Center 
375 Kamehameha V Highway 
P.O. Box 440 
Kaunakakai, HI 96748 
Phone: (808) 553-4490 
Fax: (808) 553-4495 
website: http://www.hawaii.edu/
molokai/ 

UHMC west Maui  
education Center 
60 Kenui Street 
Lahaina, HI 96761 
Phone: (808) 661-7900 
Fax: (808) 661-7908 
www.maui.hawaii.edu/mcclahaina

UHH north Hawai‘i education 
and research Center 
P.O. Box 279 
Honoka‘a, HI 96727 
Phone: (808) 775-8890  
or 775-8891 
Fax: (808) 775-1294 
website: http://www.uhh.hawaii.
edu/academics/nherc/



How Many stUdents Have earned CredentIaLs vIa tHe UnIversIty Centers?

The University Center West Hawai‘i 
encourages student success. Located in 
Kealakekua, it is the only higher edu-
cation facility on the west side of the 
island. Administered by Hawai‘i Com-
munity College, the Center promotes 
student learning at all levels-- associates, 
bachelors, masters, and doctoral --by 
embracing the unique Hawai‘i Island 
culture and inspiring growth in the spirit 
of “ E ‘Imi Pono.”

deGrees and CertIfICates offered  
vIa UnIversIty and edUCatIon Centers

How are CoUrses deLIvered?
The Centers help coordinate and provide local support 
for distance-delivered courses from across the UH System.  
Some courses are taught in the traditional face-to-face meth-
od with students and faculty meeting in classrooms.  Other 
courses are also offered via cable television, videoconfer-
ence, the internet, and interactive television (ITV).  Many are 
hybrid courses combining two or more methods of delivery 
(e.g., ITV and internet).

wHat’s offered?
More than 50 degrees and credentials, in whole or in part, 
are offered to Hawai‘i residents via distance delivery.  The 
Centers may offer different degrees and credentials depend-
ing on a community’s higher education priorities and the 
Center’s ability to receive and support courses and services.  
The degree programs focus on state workforce and profes-
sional development needs and are built upon the solid foun-
dation of two years of community college liberal arts courses. 
The Education Centers generally assist with selected associate 
degrees or certificates.  

Adam Alexander earned his 
Master’s in Business Adminis-
tration through UH Center-
Maui and currently serves as 
project lead in Hawai‘i for 
Starwood Hotels & Resorts. 
He said the academic program 
was a benefit even while he 
continued to work.

“The concepts I learned in 
class at night were applicable 
the next day at work,” he said. 
“Learning is always more fun 
and rewarding when you can 

immediately apply your 
knowledge to real-world 
situations.”

“The time commitment is 
enormous - probably a 
couple hours a day on aver-
age after your workday,” said 
Alexander. “So my advice is 
to do your due diligence and 
understand the commitment 
and sacrifices you’ll need to 
make in order to fulfill the re-
quirements of the program.”

Since 1999, a total of 2014 degrees and 
certificates have been conferred via the 
University Centers.

By Degree and Credential Type
By Center from which Degree or 

Certificate was Delivered
By Originating Campus from which 
Degree or Certificate was Awarded

TYPES Of DEgREES AND CERTIfICATES CONfERRED  
VIA UNIVERSITY CENTERS
AY1999-AY2010

Degree and Certificates 
Conferred via UH Centers

Associates and Certs

Bachelors

Grad Certs, Post Bacs  
and Master’s

GRADUATE DEGREES  

• Business Administration (MBA)

• Counseling & Guidance  
 - Vocational Rehabilitation   
 Counseling (MEd)

• Curriculum Studies, Middle   
 Level Emphasis (MEd)

• Early Childhood Education   
 (MEd)

• Educational Administration  
 (MEd) 

• Educational Foundation (MEd)

• Educational Foundation,  
 Private School Leadership   
 (MEd)

• Educational Technology (MEd)

• Human Resource   
 Management (MHRM)

• Indigenous Language and   
 Culture Education (MA)

• Information & Computer   
 Sciences  (MS)

• Library and Information   
 Science (MLISc)

• Music Education (MA)

• Nursing (MS, PhD)

• Social Work (MSW)

• Special Education (MEd) 

Graduate Certificates

• Post Baccalaureate   
 Certification in Secondary   
 Education

• Post Baccalaureate   
 Certification in Secondary   
 Education - math  
 and science majors 

• Post Baccalaureate   
 Certification in Special   
 Education 

• Post-Baccalaureate Certificate  
 Secondary Teacher Education  
 Program

• Graduate Certificate in  
 Telecommunication and   
 Information  
 Resource Management  

• Graduate Certificate in   
 Professional Accounting

• Kahuawaiola Indigenous   
 Teacher Education Program

BACHELOR’S DEGREES
  Business Administration (BA)

• Business Administration,   
 Accounting (BA)

• Business Administration,   
 Marketing (BA)

  Elementary Education (BEd)

• Interdisciplinary Studies, Human  
 Relations in Organizations (BA)

• Nursing (BSN)
  Psychology (BA)

• Public Administration, Disaster  
 Preparedness & Emergency  
 Management  (BA)

• Public Administration, General  
 Public Administration (BA) 

• Public Administration, Health  
 Care Administration (BA)

• Public Administration, Justice  
 Administration (BA)

• Social Sciences, Applied Track (BA)

• Social Sciences, Early Childhood  
 Education (BA)

• Social Sciences, Political Sciences  
 (BA)

ASSOCIATE/CERTIFICATES

• Culinary Arts

• Disaster Preparedness and   
 Emergency Management

• Early Childhood Education 

• Hawaiian Life Styles

• Hawaiian Life Styles - (Hula  
 Track)

• Health Care Administration

• Hospitality & Tourism

• Human Services 

• Liberal Arts

• Nursing 

• Substance Abuse & Addictions  
 Studies

• Substance Abuse Counseling

• Teacher Education

• Tropical Forest Ecosystem and  
 Agroforestry Management


