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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF REGENTS’ COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS 
MEETING 

 
May 18, 2016 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Committee Chair Lee Putnam called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m. on Wednesday, 

May 18, 2016, at the University of Hawai‘i Cancer Center, Sullivan Conference Center, 
701 Ilalo Street, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813. 
 

Committee members in attendance:  Committee Chair Lee Putnam; Committee Vice 
Chair Michelle Tagorda; Board Vice Chair Eugene Bal; Regent Simeon Acoba; Regent 
Wayne Higaki; Regent David Iha; Regent Ernest Wilson, Jr. 

 
Others in attendance:  Board Chair Randy Moore; Regent Michael McEnerney; (ex 

officio committee members); President David Lassner; Vice President for Academic 
Planning & Policy Risa Dickson; Vice President for Community Colleges John Morton; 
Vice President for Legal Affairs and University General Counsel Carrie Okinaga; Vice 
President for Research & Innovation Vassilis Syrmos; Interim UH-Mānoa (UHM) 
Chancellor Robert Bley-Vroman; UH-Hilo (UHH) Chancellor Donald Straney; Interim 
UH-West O‘ahu (UHWO) Chancellor Doris Ching; Executive Administrator and Secretary 
to the Board Cynthia Quinn; and others as noted. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MARCH 24, 2016 MEETING 
 

Regent Wilson moved to approve the minutes of the March 24, 2016 meeting, 
seconded by Committee Vice Chair Tagorda, and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
 Executive Administrator and Secretary of the Board Cynthia Quinn announced that the 
Board Office received no written testimony, and one individual had signed up to give oral 
testimony. 
 
 The following individual provided testimony: 
 

1. Bob Cooney, Chair of the UHM Faculty Senate Executive Committee, provided 
testimony about the faculty senate approving a resolution in support of the Degree 
Proposal for Doctor of Juridical Science. 

 
IV. AGENDA ITEMS 

 
 Committee Chair Putnam noted there was a typographical error on the posted 
agenda, and both action items are for approval of provisional programs, and not 
provisional to established. 
 
A. For Action
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1. Recommend Approval of Provisional Programs:  
 
a. Associate in Science (AS) in Creative Media, Hawai‘i Community College 

(HawCC), Kaua‘i Community College (KauCC), and University of Hawai‘i 
Maui College (UHMC) 

 
VP Morton requested the committee recommend board approval of the provisional 

status of Associate in Science (AS) in Creative Media, at HawCC, KauCC, and UHMC.  
He explained how the new programs for board for approval must meet five criteria:  (1) 
are the programs strategic to the community colleges and university; (2) does workforce 
data support need; (3) is there student interest; (4) are resources available; and (5) is the 
UH system being leveraged in the best possible way. 

 
VP Morton explained how the digital media program is foundational to research and 

innovation, and every form of business, and meets Hawai‘i’s workforce needs to be 
educated, capable, and entrepreneurial in the development of the use of digital media in 
all forms (e.g., communications, entertainment, analysis).  He shared Department of 
Business, Economic Development & Tourism’s (DBEDT) data estimates of small but 
steady growth in these industries, with projected vacancy rates of about 300 to 350 
across the state, not accounting those jobs that embed the skillsets, to create and design 
websites, and create materials to be used as part of communications.  He included data 
on community support of small companies on the neighbor islands, and compelling 
student interest with growth in registration for classes related to digital media on all 
campuses.  Regarding resources, he explained how community college certificates exist 
with faculty already teaching these courses and ready to move from a certificate to an 
associate’s degree, with the full complement of courses available to these students.  He 
explained how the curriculum is articulated and closely coordinated across all programs, 
and how distinctive the degree programs are from the Academy for Creative Media 
(ACM), that is a systemwide program housed at UHWO that serves as a system program 
that is well-funded by the Legislature for teaching positions and equipment, as well as 
extremely well articulated into the BS in Applied Science at UHWO, and online; whereas 
how UHM is a more theoretical pathway, which requires students to take additional 
general education courses and upper division courses not available at the community 
colleges; and how UHH has expressed interest for future consideration.   

 
Questions and comments were raised regarding the start date of Fall 2016; 

coordination with high school feeder programs; use of benchmarks or standards to 
determine appropriateness of new courses; and coordination with workforce programs 
such as the Kaua‘i Economic Development Board creative media center. 

 
VP Morton responded how the timing is appropriate as the students are ready to 

elevate, and feeder high schools are the impetus for the programs with cooperative 
arrangements in place for early college offerings.  He explained how before introducing a 
new course, both growth in the area and replacement jobs in workforce are considered.  

Regent Wilson moved to recommend board approval of provisional status for the AS 
in Creative Media at HawCC, KauCC and UHMC, seconded by Board Chair Moore, and 
the motion carried unanimously. 
 

2. Recommend Approval of Provisional Programs: 
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a. Doctor of Juridical Science (SJD), Williams S. Richardson School of Law, 

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa  
 
 UHM VC for Academic Affairs Reid Dasenbrock distinguished how the SJD is required 
to have an academic law career in a foreign country and the growing demand with 
approximately 40 programs in the US.  He explained how minimal resources are required 
as the immediate focus market is foreign lawyers, many who are already attending the 
law school seeking an LLM, although it is open to all students with a juris doctor degree 
seeking an academic career in a foreign country.  He added how the program enhances 
current international engagement in the classroom occurring with the LLM program 
enriching the learning experience for all law students.  
 
 Discussion ensued regarding need, low participation projections, addressing priorities 
for resident student needs, declining market in the legal industry, timing of Fall 2016 start 
date, and recruitment efforts including Ateneo Law School in Manila. Administration 
explained how the timing is appropriate to begin a small cohort as many current LLMs are 
ready to participate in the program, noting professors leading MOU discussions with other 
countries indicated exponential growth in interest and need, with a marketing plan for a 
larger cohort 2017.  In recognition of the concerns regarding small programs, 
Administration stated that if projections provided in the proposal were not met, the 
program would not continue to established status.  
 
 Regent Acoba disclosed that he is a volunteer lecturer in law, and shared his belief 
that the SJD program would not detract from but instead enrich the education of Hawaii 
students with exposure to international engagement in a law school that is the most 
diverse in the nation, and further adds to the research reputation, enriches the student 
environment, and fulfills the mission of the university. 
 
 Regent Wilson moved to recommend board approval of provisional status for the SJD 
at WSRSL at UHM, seconded by Committee Vice Chair Tagorda, and the motion carried 
unanimously.  
 

V. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 There being no further business, Committee Vice Chair Tagorda moved to adjourn, 
and Regent Acoba seconded, and with unanimous approval, the meeting was adjourned 
at 9:43 a.m. 
 

 Respectfully Submitted, 
 
  /S/ 
 
 Cynthia Quinn 
 Executive Administrator and 
    Secretary of the Board of Regents 
 


