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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF REGENTS COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS 
MEETING 

 
MAY 18, 2017 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Committee Chair Lee Putnam called the meeting to order at 11:11 a.m. on Thursday, 

May 18, 2017, at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, Information Technology Building, 1st 
Floor Conference Room 105A/B, 2420 Correa Road, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96822. 
 

Committee members in attendance:  Committee Chair Lee Putnam; Committee Vice 
Chair Ernest Wilson, Jr.; Regent Simeon Acoba; Regent Eugene Bal; Regent Brandon 
Marc Higa, Regent Jeffrey Portnoy; Regent Michelle Tagorda.  
 

Others in attendance:  Board Chair Jan Sullivan; Regent Wayne Higaki; Regent David 
Iha; Regent Michael McEnerney; Regent Stanford Yuen (ex officio committee members); 
President/Interim UH-Mānoa (UHM) Chancellor David Lassner; Vice President for 
Academic Planning & Policy Risa Dickson; Vice President for Administration Jan 
Gouveia; Vice President for Community Colleges John Morton; Vice President for Legal 
Affairs/University General Counsel Carrie Okinaga; Vice President for Research & 
Innovation Vassilis Syrmos; Vice President for Information Technology/Chief Information 
Officer Garret Yoshimi; Vice President for Budget & Finance/Chief Financial Officer 
Kalbert Young;  UH-Hilo (UHH) Chancellor Donald Straney; UH-West O‘ahu (UHWO) 
Chancellor Maenette Benham; UH-Maui College (UHMC) Chancellor Lui Hokoana; 
Leeward Community College (LeeCC) Chancellor Manual Cabral; Honolulu Community 
College (HonCC) Chancellor Erika Lacro; Executive Administrator and Secretary to the 
Board Cynthia Quinn; and others as noted. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MARCH 8, 2017 MEETING 
 

Committee Vice Chair Wilson moved to approve the minutes of the March 8, 2017 
meeting, seconded by Regent Tagorda, and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
 Executive Administrator and Secretary of the Board Cynthia Quinn announced that the 
Board Office received written testimony in support of the UHM BS in Psychology from 
Kristiann Miyamoto, Kelli Ann Kobayashi, Addison Kogami, all of whom were alumni of 
the psychology program, and Rayson-Lee Egan, a senior in the psychology program. 
 
 The following provided oral testimony: 
 

Maria Garay, alumni of the psychology program, and Michelle Marchant, a senior in 
the psychology program, provided oral testimony in support of the UHM BS in 
Psychology, highlighting benefits from exposure to scientific terminology and lab settings, 



Committee on Academic Affairs Meeting Minutes of May 18, 2017 – p. 2/6 

  

development of critical thinking skills, research experience, and opportunities to 
participate in conferences and deliver presentations. 
 

IV. AGENDA ITEMS 
 
A. For information: Report by Student Caucus 
 

VP Dickson thanked Farrah-Marie Gomes, Interim Associate Vice President (IAVP) for 
Student Affairs, for serving as advisor to the UH Student Caucus (UHSC), and Regent 
Higa, for maintaining the active involvement former student Regent Tagorda had with the 
students.  
 

IAVP Gomes introduced Student Caucus members Kelli Acopan, UHSC Vice-Chair 
(outgoing Windward CC Student Association President); Melinda Alles, UHSC Treasurer 
(outgoing UHH Student Association President); Isabela Ramirez, UHSC Secretary 
(outgoing Hawai‘i CC Student Association President); Hannah Liebreich, Graduate 
Student Organization (GSO) VP and UHSC delegate (outgoing GSO Treasurer); and 
Deneese Stone, First Delegate UHH Student Caucus (outgoing UHH Student Association 
Senator) who provided an overview of the history, purpose, goals, and activities of the 
student caucus, and shared concerns, and expressed appreciation for recent board and 
student regent engagement, and advisor Farrah Marie Gomes.  Committee Chair Putnam 
thanked all members of the caucus for their hard work this past year and encouraged the 
student caucus to let the committee know whenever they would like to share 
concerns/issues in a more formal way.  President Lassner expressed appreciation to the 
Student Caucus leadership for their work and especially for helpful aspects of legislative 
testimony.  Regent Higa thanked the caucus for helping build this partnership and 
reiterated what a remarkable job they do juggling their student and caucus work. 
 
B. Recommend Board Approval 
 

1. Provisional to Established Program Status: 
a) UH Mānoa 

(1). BA in Creative Media 
 
 Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs (IVCAA) Michael Bruno requested the 
committee recommend board approval of the provisional to established status of the UH 
Mānoa BA in Creative Media.  He explained that the program was granted provisional 
status in 2010 with a one-year extension, and noted the popularity through growth of over 
100 students. 
 

Committee Vice Chair Wilson moved to recommend board approval of the provisional 
to established BA in Creative Media at UHM and Regent Bal seconded. 
 

Regent Portnoy noted he would be abstaining from voting on all program proposals 
because he regards this action as beyond the scope of board review and expertise. 
 

Regent Higa expressed appreciation for the report and well document success data 
and indicated that in his personal dealings with the students and graduates he found them 
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to be very professional on set, and it was terrific to have this level of caliber in the film 
industry locally. 
 

The committee commented that the template for program approval needed to be 
improved.  Administration explained that an improved proposal form with appropriate 
data, narrative, and future goals aligned with the Integrated Academic & Facilities Plan 
(IAFP) and board review is underway.   It was noted that UH received a $3 million 
legislative allocation for relocation of the communications and Academy of Creative Media 
programs into shared space on the UHM campus.  Administration needs to identify space 
and understand the space needs of the two programs, which they will be focusing on this 
next year. 
 

The motion to recommend board approval of the established BA in Creative Media at 
UHM having been moved and seconded, the motion was put to a vote and carried 
unanimously with one abstention by Regent Portnoy. 
 

(2). BS in Psychology 
 

IVCAA Bruno requested the committee recommend board approval of the provisional 
to established status of the UH Mānoa BS in Psychology.   

 
Committee Vice Chair Wilson moved to recommend board approval of the provisional 

to established BS in Psychology at UHM and Regent Acoba seconded. 
 

Regent Tagorda disclosed that she is a degree recipient from this program and would 
abstain from voting; there was no objection to her participation in the discussion.  She 
indicated that she experienced the same benefits in the public testimonies.  
 
 IVCAA Bruno explained that this program is one of the largest undergraduate degree 
programs, and has a challenging curriculum that prepares students for advanced study.  
The program differs from the BA in Psychology by providing a science focus for students 
seeking a pathway to graduate degrees, or medical or other professional schools.  There 
has been a steady increase in enrollment.  Diversity recruitment efforts are underway with 
faculty developing a process in line with Equal Employment Opportunity requirements, 
and student outreach in the community, and at the undergraduate level both on and off 
campus.   
 

The motion to recommend board approval of the provisional to established BS in 
Psychology at UHM having been moved and seconded, the motion was put to a vote and 
carried unanimously with abstentions by Regent Portnoy and Regent Tagorda. 

 
b) UH West – Oʻahu Hawaii  

(1). Bachelor of Applied Science (BAS) Degree 
 
 Chancellor Benham requested the committee recommend board approval of the 
provisional to established status of the UHWO Bachelor of Applied Science (BAS) 
Degree.  She explained that the degree program provides a pathway for students with a 
community college technical degree to a four year baccalaureate degree with various 
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concentrations mostly in technology.  There has been a steady increase in enrollment and 
student diversity.  Long range planning is underway using data analytics to track 
workforce projections to develop and prepare for growth, including faculty resources, and 
possibilities to expand to the neighbor islands.  The program aligns with the IAFP and 
value proposition for the UHWO campus. 

 
Committee Vice Chair Wilson moved to recommend board approval of the provisional 

to established BAS at UHWO, Regent Acoba seconded, and the motion carried 
unanimously with one abstention by Regent Portnoy. 
 

c) Maui College 
(1). BAS in Applied Business and Information Technology (ABIT) 

 
 VP Morton requested the committee recommend board approval of the provisional to 
established status of the UHMC BAS in Applied Business and Information Technology 
(ABIT).  He explained that this degree differs from degrees offered on other campuses, 
such as Shidler, in that it provides a pathway for technical two-year degrees and the 
program is delivered entirely online.  
 

Committee Vice Chair Wilson moved to recommend board approval of the provisional 
to established status of the UHMC BAS in ABIT, Regent Bal seconded. 
 

Regent Ball commended UHMC for the improvements made in the ABIT program and 
shared his personal experience over a 15-year relationship with the program, which 
included input into curriculum development; advisory committee, speaking at the 
inaugural 2007 graduation, as well as hiring graduates at the Maui High Performance 
Computing Center. 
 

Comments were raised regarded job saturation; a noted lag in graduation rates; and 
the possibility of a hybrid pathway for other campuses, as it is complementary to other 
programs.  Administration explained that graduates from this program are not moving into 
the traditional employment structure, since most are oriented toward entrepreneurship 
and creating the jobs in the community or within companies.  The program fits well in the 
small business community of Maui.  The number of students in the program is increasing 
so the number of graduates is expected to increase.  The plan is for this program to 
become one of the online options to make it available to students outside of Maui. 
 

The motion to recommend board approval of the provisional to established BAS in 
ABIT at UHMC having been moved and seconded, the motion was put to a vote and 
carried unanimously with one abstention by Regent Portnoy. 
 

(2). BAS in Sustainable Science Management (SSM) 
 
 VP Morton requested the committee recommend board approval of the provisional to 
established status of the UHMC BAS in Sustainable Science Management (SSM).  He 
explained that the degree has been successful as it is workforce responsive, has high 
student interest even among non-traditional students, and resulted in graduates being 
employed into direct sustainability related jobs, and has potential to expand system wide. 
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Committee Vice Chair Wilson moved to recommend board approval of the provisional 

to established status of the BAS in SSM, Regent Bal seconded. 
 
 Committee Vice Chair Wilson noted that this program is a step in the right direction in 
that it takes the lead in having a course focused on sustainability from a broader 
perspective.  
 

The motion to recommend board approval of the provisional to established BAS in 
SSM at UHMC having been moved and seconded, the motion was put to a vote and 
carried unanimously with one abstention by Regent Portnoy. 
 

d) UH Community Colleges 
(1). AA in Hawaiian Studies (AAHS) 

 
 VP Morton, along with members of the Community Colleges Coordinator Group 
including Tracie Kuuipo Losch (LeeCC), Kealalokahi Losch (KapCC), Trixy ‘Iwalani Koide 
(KapCC), Donovan Preza (KapCC), Mark Alapaki Luke (HonCC), Hau‘oli Elarco (HonCC), 
and Peter Kalawai‘a Moore (WinCC) requested the committee recommend board 
approval of the provisional to established status of the UH Community Colleges Associate 
in Arts in Hawaiian Studies (AAHS).  He explained that the program is a variant on the 
Arts & Sciences pretransfer degree that satisfies all AA requirements while providing 
students a focus on Hawaiian studies and language, a stronger sense of history, culture, 
and language of indigenous peoples in Hawai‘i, and develops an understanding of values, 
and a set of information and skills that could be used in a variety of settings.  Each 
campus provides slightly different emphases depending on their faculty strengths.  
Graduates can transfer to another Hawaiian Studies program or continue in another 
major.  The coordination committee has met several times with UHWO, UHH and UHM 
faculty working on possible articulation to all three campuses. 

 
Regent Higa moved to recommend board approval of the provisional to established 

status of the UH Community Colleges AAHS, Committee Vice Chair Wilson seconded, 
and the motion carried unanimously with one abstention by Regent Portnoy. 

 
2. Change in general education core requirements at UH Hilo 
3. Change in general education core requirements at Hawaiʻi Community 

College 
 
 The two proposals were taken together as both bring into conformance the general 
education requirements system-wide; there were no objections.   
 

Regent Acoba moved to recommend board approval of the change in general 
education core requirements at UHH and HawCC, Regent Tagorda seconded, and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

4. Honolulu Community College Mission Statement 
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 Chancellor Lacro requested the committee recommend board approval of the HonCC 
mission statement.  She explained that the mission statement changes were small to 
include being student centered, focused on sustainability, and being an indigenous 
serving campus. 
 

Committee Vice Chair Wilson moved to recommend board approval of the HonCC 
mission statement, Regent Tagorda seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
C. For Discussion: Committee self-evaluation 
 

Committee Chair Putnam lead the discussion on the committee self-evaluation.  The 
committee reviewed and discussed the work conducted over the two years, and noted 
much was accomplished.  Two large topics remain to be addressed: revision of the policy 
on instructional programs (RP 5.201) and restating the Board Bylaws regarding the 
charge to the committee.  Concern for upholding fiduciary responsibility over long-term 
commitments of resources is strong. 

 
 Committee Chair Putnam called for a motion for executive session, and announced 
that the committee planned to reconvene at approximately 12:45 p.m. 
 

V. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Upon motion by Committee Vice Chair Wilson, seconded by Regent Tagorda, the 
committee unanimously approved convening in executive session, pursuant to HRS §92-
5(a)(2) to discuss personnel matters.  The committee convened in executive session at 
12:43 p.m. Following a motion to come out of executive session by Committee Vice Chair 
Wilson, seconded by Regent Tagorda, and the motion carried unanimously, executive 
session was adjourned at 12:49 p.m. 
 
 The meeting reconvened at 12:50 p.m.  Committee Chair Putnam stated that the 
committee went into executive session to discuss an emeritus request that requires an 
exception granted by the board. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 There being no further business, Committee Vice Chair Wilson moved to adjourn, and 
Regent Tagorda seconded, and with unanimous approval, the meeting was adjourned at 
12:51 p.m. 
 

 Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 /S/ 
 
 Melissa Matsuura 
 Executive Assistant 
    to the Board of Regents 


