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Testimony in Support of the new BIO/MICRO building (presented on Feb.11, 
2016) 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
My name is Thomas Hemscheidt, I am a former Chair of the Chemistry 
Department, an advisor for Biochemistry majors in our department and a member 
of the Dean Kumashiro's advisory group on facilities. 
 
As an adviser I am meeting with 80-100 students each semester at least once to 
discuss classes to take so that they are able to complete their degree in the 
standard time of four years. It is a consistent problem, especially for the well-
prepared students, that they have to take Organic Chemistry II, Calculus-based 
Physics II and Cell and Molecular Biology BIOL 275 all in the second semester of 
their second year. Each of these courses comes with a lab that is required for the 
degree. Each of these courses is tough in its own right, but the combination of 
these three in one semester does not help. One of the reasons that this fourth 
semester is so crammed is that BIOL 275/L is presently only offered in Spring for 
reason of existing lab facilities being used for other courses during the Fall 
semester. 
 The plans for the new building that we have discussed thus far have as 
one feature a teaching laboratory that is going to be shared between the 
Microbiology department and the Biology department. This lab is designed in 
such a way that BIOL 275L and MICRO labs can be taught in this laboratory, 
allowing in the future the offering of the BIOL 275/L course during the Fall 
semester. Completion of the building and this laboratory would reduce crowding, 
both in the lab and in the students' schedule. My students and I look forward to 
the day that this bottleneck has been removed. 
 
 As a member of the Dean's advisory group I worked with a large group of 
individuals in the Biology department on specific aspects of the plans for the 
building and the shape, location, floor plan of their lab. By the time the work on 
the plan was halted as a result of financial considerations, I thought we were 
about 70% done in getting the requests for the new building in line with the 
available budget. With some decisions having been made in the interim about 
specific high-cost facilities that were requested for the new building, I think we 
actually are farther along now than I thought we were then. I think that if we get 
the green light, we can resolve the remaining issues in relatively short order.  
 
 I too can imagine a building with more space at a correspondingly higher 
cost that some of my colleagues dream about. However, we have a budget and 
the people's representatives in the Legislature and on the Board of Regents set 
this budget. Our task as members of the advisory group is to continue to bring 
the wishes of future building occupants in line with this budget, by focusing 
sharply on the separation of needs from wants, by accommodating demonstrated 
needs first and wants in a prioritized order as the budget allows. 



 
 Most of staff members I have worked with on the plans for this project did 
see the necessity to compromise on their wants in the face of the budgetary 
realities. Some will still have to come around and in the interim will make some 
noise to get what they want. This noise should not be allowed to derail the 
project. 
 
 Some legislators have expressed a willingness to consider funding a 
portion of the construction cost of the new building. If we wait, the $20M that the 
University can contribute to this project will be allocated to fill other needs. As a 
result we will require a larger commitment from the legislature to the new building 
in some future legislative session. Such larger commitments reduce the 
likelihood of success in the face of competing demands. The present time 
represents a unique confluence of circumstances, in that the UH can contribute 
to the construction cost. We should therefore pursue funding for this project now, 
this Spring. 
 
 
In conclusion, I urge you to please lend your support to the construction of the 
new building. There will be great facilities for research and others have spoken 
eloquently about the importance and future impact of the building on the research 
enterprise. I made it a point today to speak to you about the impact of the 
planned teaching laboratories on the teaching mission for life science majors at 
UH Manoa. The students will thank you 
 
Thank you for your time 


