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Letter of Support for Astronomy on Maunakea

John Coney <jconey@hawaii.edu> Wed, Apr 15, 2015 at 9:42 AM
To: bor@hawaii.edu, John Coney <jconey@hawaii.edu>

Aloha Honorable Chair Moore and Regents,

Please accept this letter as a very strong letter in support for the continuation of Astronomy on Maunakea and
extending the lease past 2033 and I also ask that they resume construction of the TMT facility on Maunakea
immediately.  I am of Hawaiian ancestry and believe my ancestors would have supported the use of Maunakea for the
development of science.   The University of Hawaii has been a positive influence on Maunakea through controlled
access to the summit in many ways, such as a visitor station, supported important biology and cultural sites protection
and provided a positive and safe environment for our local and mainland visitors alike on Maunakea.  My belief is this
would not have taken place without the Universities oversight of Maunakea.

I was embarrassed by the treatment of the dignitaries at the groundbreaking on Maunakea, as well as the treatment of
our local Kahu Kaniela Akaka, and local dignitaries, as this is not the Hawaii I know. Passion for ones belief is
important, but after a seven year process of approval for TMT, the blocking, protesting and impact on people working
on the mountain is wrong.  If this where any other group, they would have been arrested and imprisoned, but now they
threaten people, block the roads and have setup living facilities without permits.  This is wrong and has gone on to
long.

I hope for the sake of my children, that the 2033 lease is renewed, and that TMT is allowed to continue and we move
forward to offer the world, that Hawaii offers not just palm trees, warm beaches and aloha, but world class science,
education and a partnership with the world. I hope my three children who have had the opportunity to attend and
graduate from Kamehameha school on the big island, return to Hawaii someday to raise their families.

Should you have any questions regarding my strong support in this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I
have never written a letter of support, or felt as impassioned about something as I do about the continuation of UH
continuing the lease of Maunakea and the building of the Thirty Meter Telescope facility.

Thank you for your consideration
John Coney
Volcano, Hawaii

--
-------------------------------------------------------------------
John Coney, ph: 808-932-7187
UH Hilo Physics and Astronomy, Support Staff & Technician
(http://phys.uhh.hawaii.edu/ and http://pluto.uhh.hawaii.edu/)
-------------------------------------------------------------------
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