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Aloha UH Board of Regents,

I appreciate you taking the time to discuss the management of Maunakea with the community.  I am unable to attend
your meeting since I am, hopefully, leading my UH Hilo ASTR250 Observational Astronomy class (ten students) on a
tour of the summit and Subaru Telescope. This is a rare treat even for UH Hilo students. For example, last summer, I
organized a tour for a UH Hilo senior and an Akamai Workforce Initiative intern, which was the UH Hilo student's first
time up the mountain in his years here; we are now featured on the UH Foundation Physics & Astronomy Student
Enrichment page. 

In this semester's Observational Astronomy class, there is an exchange student from Norway. She specifically opted
to study abroad at UH Hilo to take Observational Astronomy and visit the telescopes on Maunakea. My "hopefully"
earlier refers to my concern that the current protests on the mountain will adversely affect our tour and nullify our
exchange student's opportunity. Many students—nationally and internationally—come to the UH system because of
astronomy and our unique position in access to world-class facilities. 

Astronomy is the oldest science, since people have looked-up to monitor the seasons for farming, to know where they
are going, to ponder where we came from, to wonder what's going on "out there," and to question what might be next.
The science capabilities of Maunakea facilities are extraordinary and touch on all these foundations of astronomy; I
leave it to others to highlight all the discoveries. One concern of us in support of telescopes on Maunakea is the need
to keep the observatories world-class and cutting-edge.  Other observational sites flagged in their upkeep and no
longer lead the world in new knowledge and new technology.  

I see the current controversy regarding astronomy on Maunakea as a conflict of value systems: culture versus
economics. The core of each side's world view determines how each rank the importance of the pro's/con's of
observatories on Maunakea and come to conclusions. I think it's necessary to dig to the root value systems to see if
any fruitful dialog can be conducted.  

I support continuing to improve Maunakea observatories (current and future) in as sustainable and respectful manner
as possible while progress is being made. My core value is: education is the only way to better the human condition. I
see Mauankea Observatories, including TMT, bringing better education (typically Western-style and STEM-focused,
though I support a range of techniques that develop e.g., critical thinking), largely to the local community but (with
technological developments, discoveries, and excitement) to humanity. If Native Hawaiians and all Hawai`i residents
become well-educated so they can think critically, decide what they want, and have the skills to achieve those goals, I
think that future generations will be able to solve the issues of past hurt and sovereignty much better than we can.  

The core value of the University of Hawai`i is also education to serve the public good, to rephrase the mission
statement. I strongly encourage the Board of Regents to firmly support the upkeep and advancement of astronomical
facilities on Maunakea.

Thank you for your time and service.

Respectively,
Kathy
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dr. Kathy Cooksey
kcooksey@hawaii.edu  |  Ph. 808.932.7195  |  Rm. STB219
Assistant Professor of Astronomy
University of Hawai'i at Hilo
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