
 
Aloha  
My name is Jazmin Pekuna Hong. I am a mother of 4 whose kids attend a Public 
Charter Inmersion school. For my Keiki the answer is simple and uncomplicated. 
Why would we be building anything on a mountain that is sacred to us, where our 
Hawaiian ancestors and spirits dwell. Hawaiians were so in tune with their spirit, 
an undeniable factor in all of this that our modern day scientists don't 
acknowledge. It was this spirit, however, that guided Hawaiians to learning a 
wealth of knowledge about a huge range of things such as the stars and moon 
cycles, and how to use them in many aspects of life. Some of this knowledge 
cannot even be explained without modern day devices and many scientists are still 
mind boggled as to how Hawaiians new their geographical center and many 
others. My ancestors recognized Mauna Kea as a very scared place, as do these 
astronomers who admit that this is a place like no other in the world, and that we 
need it to see the stars that can't be seen using other telescopes. But WHY? Do 
public schools teach our kids about the stars? No. And yet my kids learn what our 
Kupuna have passed down at their public charter schools. Did these telescopes 
help to guide our ancestors all around Polynesia? No. The sky was our 
observatory. And instead of looking for more places to drill and build on here on 
earth, we should be exhausting our resources to take care of this place we live in. 
This is OUR home, the land our ancestors grew from and learned from. It is not a 
place to make money from and support other countries. There is no amount of 
money that would let me turn my back on this place. And when all resources are 
exhausted and others might leave, I know we would stay. Because this is more 
than just a place to live. This place is US. Thank you for your time and 
consideration of a humble Hawaiian families voice.   
Jazmin Hong 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


