
Aloha.   
My name is Kasie Kaleohano and I would like to offer testimony against the 
building of the Thirty Meter Telescope atop Mauna Kea.  As an educator, I am 
extremely dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge.  As a Hawaiian, I kāko`o this 
idea of lifelong learning.  It is something that our ancestors aspired to and 
committed to.   I would also like to acknowledge that the building of this telescope 
may allow us to look far into space and possibly provide insight to some of the 
issues we currently face.  However, the damaging effects of the construction of 
this telescope far outweigh the benefits in my mind. 
I know that Hawaiians have been leading the charge against the building of the 
TMT.  Mauna Kea holds extreme cultural significance to the Kanaka Maoli.  
However, this is not a Hawaiian issue.  The construction and subsequent 
desecration of this culturally sacred site (and conservation land) is a human issue.  
Even if you were to negate all native Hawaiian claims to genealogy and the 
sacredness of Mauna a Wakea, how do you negate the fact that a 5,000 gallon 
waste tank will be situated atop the main aquafer for Hawai`i island?  Can you 
ensure with all certainty that this will not have negative effects downstream, 
literally?  Can you also ensure that the environmental impact to this conservation 
land and its species will not be harmful? 
For many years, I have had to ride the fine line between my career and my beliefs.  
In many instances one comes at the expense of the other.  However, I could no 
longer remain silent and do nothing.  I realized that it is the cultural values 
instilled in me through my `ohana and my upbringing in Keaukaha that have 
molded me and continue to guide me today.  My 7 year old can tell you why you 
should not build this telescope (or any future telescopes for that matter).  She has 
spoken out about what she feels, she has made signs and stood on the side of the 
road to garner support.  My students have also spoken out about how they are 
against the TMT and asked how they can help.  I have included one of those letters 
with this testimony.   
So as an educator, as a mother, as a Hawaiian, as a human being, I urge you to 
reconsider your position on this matter.  Me ke aloha…. 
 
 
Kasie Kaleohano 
 
 

 

 

 


