
April 14, 2015 
Dear University of Hawaii at Hilo, 
 
 Aloha my name is Malia Macabio. I am a student at University of Hawaii at 

Hilo. I am majoring in Agriculture Plant Science and Ecology, and minoring in 

Hawaiian Studies. Aside from being a student I am also a mother, and a hula dancer. 

My genealogy goes far back to the first Hawaiian to arrive to Hawaiʻi, and the first 

plantation worker of Puerto Rican and Pilipino decent to came to Hawaiʻi. My roots 

and blood runs through this land that I am so proud to call my home.  

 I am writing to you in regards to the 30-meter telescope that so many people, 

not just Hawaiians are opposing to. As a product of my kupuna and of this land I 

know where I stand. I stand to protect this ʻāina for my kupuna, my culture, and the 

future generations. The 30-meter telescope is not just a cultural issue, but also a 

natural resource issue and a health issue.  

 Mauna A Wākea is our biggest water source to Hawaiʻi island. Something as 

huge as a 30-meter telescope is going to have some negative effects to our water 

sheds. I am concerned about the chemicals that will go into our biggest water 

aquifer when the digging and the building starts. Not to mention the chemicals that 

will go into the water when they clean the telescopes.  

As a hula dancer I know how important our natural resources are to our 

native forest, our streams, and the Hawaiian culture. Mauna A Wākea is the source 

of all our natural resources. Without the natural resources going through its natural 

cycles, Hawaiʻi island will not be the same. Without our resources our native forests 

with deplete. As a hula dancer we make all of our hula implements and leis out of 

native plants. Some times it takes all day to gather what we need. I do not even want 



to think about how long it will take for my daughter to gather her plants for her hula 

things when it becomes her time.  

 There are already 15 telescopes on the mountain. Why do we need so much 

telescopes? Each one getting bigger and bigger. 8 archers wide, 18 stores high, and 2 

stores deep is too much on one mountain. What about the other 15 telescopes up 

there? What will happen once the 30-metter telescope it becomes obsolete? Are 

they just going to build another one? When my nephewʻs school went to Imiloa 

Astronomy center they told the kids that the reason we need telescopes is so we can 

find another planet like earth so we can find a new home. Why do we need a new 

home? If we take care of the one we have we do not need a new one. Just like the 

telescope you have 15 already just take care of what you have. This is not just any 

mountain. This is the tallest mountain in the world and we need to respect and take 

care of her for that.   

 This is more than just a cultural thing, it’s a aloha ʻāina thing. Our kūpuna 

understood that without the land we are not able to survive. Care for the land and 

the land will care for you. Please find it in your hearts to stop the construction of the 

30-metter telescope and any other telescope on Mauna A Wākea for our water, for 

our land, for our people, for our culture, and for our keiki. Mahalo for your time and 

consideration.  

Me ke aloha pumehana,  

 Malia Macabio  

  


