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To whom it may concern,

My name is Laurie and I am currently a graduate student in the astronomy department at UH Manoa.  Below is my
testimony I would like to share in support for the construction of the TMT on top of Mauna Kea.

Since coming to Hawaii to live here almost 4 years ago to now, my eyes have been opened to a culture that is
inspiring and beautiful. It is amazing the word aloha which means love is purely at the center of this culture. And even
through this protest it is very nice to see that most of the protesters keep this sense of aloha in mind. When I moved to
Hawaii, I did not feel entitled to this land but rather I automatically felt in the minority, like I was just a visitor. I still feel
weird even 4 years later using the term "kama'aina" meaning "people of the land" to get a discount in Waikiki. I felt so
strongly about being an outcast that the first year I thought if I asked to learn hula I'd be laughed at based on the color
of my skin. Thankfully I found a wonderful hula halau that really took me in and did not judge me but rather took the
opportunity to teach me much about the Hawaiian culture. I grew up dancing, I figured hula would just be learning to
move differently to fun music. But it is so much deeper than that. I would have never guessed that just as a graduate
student in Hawaii, originally from the mainland, that I would also have the opportunity to learn about a different culture
through an art form. I have done several Pele dances, I've done dances describing the different islands and valleys
and oceans. Each dance I learn some of the history from my kumu (teacher) and I develop more and more
understanding for the deep roots these people have with the land.

However, I grew up as not just a dancer, but also a scientist. I have always been in pursuit of knowledge. When I was
in high school I told my family I wished I could just stay a student because I love to learn. This is exactly what I did, I
pursued a career in academia, specifically studying astronomy. I saw the importance of discovering things, bringing
interest to younger generations in science fields, and ultimately contributing to the overall knowledge of humanity.
Astronomers truly are the last explorers. Sometimes when I look at my data I am in awe that we were placed in such a
great position to study so many different things. For example my research is on where stars are born. It just happens
that we are situated to some nearby regions of star formation that make it possible to study this. If our sun was
somewhere else in the Galaxy we may not have this opportunity. And I think it is important to take advantage of
learning and understanding how we came to be and what is truly out there. Perhaps by looking at the stars we will
learn of something great that will boost technology, help us to discover a way to prevent certain types of cancer, and
perhaps even help solve issues on the energy crisis. There are many indirect ways that astronomy can help us learn
things beyond the simple exciting story that a new planet has been discovered. This knowledge is necessary to
advance as a thriving society.

So now, how do these two come together? I already understood the importance of astronomy but in the last four years
I have also started to appreciate the significance of the aina (land). So then why do I support the TMT being built? Is it
because astronomy pays me and hula is just for fun? No. I support the TMT because it will open up many doors to our
future. And though I understand the importance of the land, I feel it would be more of a disgrace to the land to not
utilize it for the grand potential it can have for Hawaiians, and humanity in general for many generations to come. By
protecting the land and not having telescopes there just dwells too much on the past instead of learning from the past
and taking that into the future. We know that the Hawaiians utilized the land for their needs to make a better and
sustainable society. I think that using the land in such an elegant way will just go to show how fortunate we are to
have such a perfect place on this Earth to learn about the heavens above. It is a gift that was given to us and we want
to use it in the right way. TMT is not just going to be built for someone's pleasure, but it is going to be used to help
people across the globe learn about this Universe. The TMT has been proposed to be on Mauna Kea because there
is no other spot on this planet with such great conditions. People mention Chile but that is the southern hemisphere, a
completely different sky is accessible from Hawaii for us to learn from. I believe that the respect for the land and the
progress of science can live peacefully together. Will the telescope be an eye-sore? For some maybe, but for others it
is the eye into the Universe and God's creation and for that it will hold up the sacredness of the mauna (mountain).
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This telescope will open our eyes to the future.

I appreciate that I now have learned about Hawaiian culture now because I respect the telescopes on the mountain
that much more. It is important to understand both sides. It has given me conflict this past week, but in the end I feel
the right thing is still to move forward in building the TMT. Thank you for listening.

Sincerely,
Laurie Urban
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