
Aloha 
My name is Leilani Yamasaki. I was born and raised on the big island. Currently a 
student at the University of Hawaii at Hilo. I oppose the TMT project. Mauna Kea 
is a sacred place to the Hawaiians. There are signs posted on the mauna that 
stating "Mauna Kea is historically, culturally, and environmentally significant. 
Help preserve our cultural and natural landscape and show your respect by not 
hiking beyond this point to the summit." This is showing that Mauna Kea is 
recognized to be historically, culturally, and environmentally significant. How 
does building a thirty meter telescope on this significant place "preserve our 
cultural and natural landscape"? So native  
Hawaiians can't walk past these signs because they'll be disrespecting the land but 
a thirty meter telescope is respecting our ‘iwi kupuna? ʻAʻole. We have 13 
existing telescopes of which access is limited. Who is this benefiting? Why do we 
need to see millions or billions of light years into space? Billions of dollars are 
planned to be spent on this project to see many of light years into space, but we 
can't even take care of our ʻĀina and people on the ONLY (planet) land we reside 
on currently. They say it won't interfere with our aquifers or water table. A D10 
bulldozer is leaking oil on our mauna, how is that not interfering with the water? 
The water from the mauna flows down to the rivers and ocean we swim in. Water 
already gets polluted down here but it'll be worse if the water starts off polluted 
from the top. The university is investing money or receiving funding for this 
project but tuition is still on the rise. How does it benefit students? If any it 
benefits a very small group, the astronomy students. But we already have 13 
others already built. And you say you promise this is the last project to be built on 
Mauna Kea, and you plan to decommission the 13 other preexisting telescopes? So 
in addition to the 13 areas you've already desecrated you plan to desecrate a bigger 
area and pretty much wasted the 13 others. Now they'll be decommissioned and 
what left there empty and unused on sacred land? Sounds like a waste of time, 
money, and perfectly sacred land. Or what? You'll break them down causing more 
damage and rubbish. Then there's the fact that the land was already altered and 
will never go back to what it once was.  
 
The main reason I'm opposed to the thirty meter telescope is for the future of our 
keiki and our native species. My keiki will never be able to see or enjoy Mauna 
Kea the way I've been able to growing up. There are rare and unique species that 
reside specifically on Mauna Kea. What if this project ruins their habitat and they 
go from endangered to extinct? Is it really worth the risk? I'm not willing to risk it.  
 ʻAʻole TMT. Kū kiaʻi mauna. Aloha ʻāina. ʻO Mauna kea kākou!  
 
Mahalo nui, 
Leilani Yamasaki 
  


