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To: bor@hawaii.edu

Dear Board Members,

I had not been aware that the UH Board of Regents was accepting testimony regarding the Thirty Meter Telescope for
the April 16 meeting until it was featured on the news, so I appologize if this is coming in late.

There has been a growing amount of opposition to the construction of the telescope, from people who rightfully are
concerned for the well-being of Mauna Kea.  However, I feel that this opposition is misplaced and would like you to
know that there are many others involved in conservation efforts on the mountain that go beyond sign-waving,  and
therefore are often overlooked.  Many people who have dedicated time and energy into protecting the natural
resources of the mountain do not oppose the telescope, and while they have not been out vocally protesting, their
voices should still not be disregarded.

I have lent a hand at the reforestation project at Hakalau Forest National Wildlife Refuge and witnessed first-hand the
restoration efforts on Mauna Kea and the challenges they face.  What I can tell you is that there are many significant
ecological problems occurring on the mountain, and addressing them with the same enthusiasm and support as the
anti-TMT movement would have a much greater positive impact on the preservation of the mountain than would
blocking construction of the TMT.  These include the introduction and spread of invasive plant species, the continued
presence of goats, sheep, and cattle that destroy native vegetation, and mosquito-borne diseases which threaten the
endemic bird species that call Mauna Kea home.  These are the real issues that need to be solved in order to protect
this sacred landscape and to keep the ecosystem thriving as close to it was in the early days of Hawaiian life here. 
Unfortunately they are broad and difficult to mitigate, with opposition of a singular, high-profile entity such as the TMT
being a much easier campaign to jump on board and thus misdirecting attentions from the more serious challenges.

As a graduate researcher at UH, I understand the importance of keeping the university at the forefront of science and
technology.  The status of the university as a state-of-the-art academic institution is not only important for the
education of students here in Hawaii as they prepare for a career in the national and global economy, but also for
maintaining a reputation as a prominent research facility among United States institutions which is critical for earning
grants and other forms of financial support which the students of Hawaii need.  Astronomy at UH is one of the features
Hawaii is renowned for, and if we give up the opportunity to learn and teach with the world's most powerful telescope
then we will be doing all prospective academics here in the islands a great disservice.

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter, and for hearing the voices of all who wish to make themselves heard,
on either side of the issue.

Sincerely,

Anna Pickering
Graduate Research Assistant
John A. Burns School of Medicine
651 Ilalo St.  BSB 222
Honolulu, HI 96813
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